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Mr President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Friends,

| am very pleased to extend a warm welcome to you, as representa-
tives of the peoples of the world for whom the struggle for peace is
the supreme concern. The German Democratic Republic considers
it a great honour that you have chosen our capital as the venue
for this significant session. | am quite certain that there will
emanate from this Berlin conference strong momentum leading
to new worldwide activities for the solution of the most urgent
problem facing humanity—the consolidation of peace and security
for all peoples.

As people with differing political views, ideological convictions
and religious creeds, as representatives of the most varied social
movements and organizations, you have come here with the inten-
tion of taking appropriate steps to remove from mankind the threat
of new devastating wars. Your conference vividly reflects the
momentum of those forces in the world which are committed to
détente and the cessation of the arms race. It illustrates the pas-
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sionate endeavours to cooperate in the solution of the most press-
ing international problems.

Since its foundation 30 years ago, the German Democratic
Republic has striven with all perseverance for this noble cause. The
historical experience of two World Wars, unleashed by German
imperialism and militarism, greatly influenced the formation and
development of our socialist state. As a result of the victory by the
Soviet Union and the other states of the Anti-Hitler Coalition over
German fascism, a fundamental turn for the better was achieved
in our country. For us it was not only a matter of erasing the im-
mediate after-effects of war. We eliminated its causes, by changing
the relations of power. In the form of the German Democratic
Republic, a state has developed on German soil and in the heart
of Europe which is a relioble bastion of peace and friendship
amongst nations. All its activities are pledged to ensure that never
again a war will emanate from German territory. It actively serves
the peoples’ great aim of liberating present and future generations
from the scourge of war.

Our country’s foreign policy corresponds with the vital interests
of the world's peoples. We support the international peace move-
ment in its endeavours to incorporate broader sections and forces
of society, to extend into new areas of the world and to render its
activities more and more effective. Mankind does not need warlike
confrontations, but rather peaceful cooperation. To work towards
this end is a political mission for our people and, at the same time,
it is our contribution to the preservation and consolidation of world
peace.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The significance of your conference is also due to its timing. With-
out the shadow of a doubt, international development has reached
a crossroads. Regrettably, positive and negative aspects are
blended in international relations. However, we can record with
satisfaction that in the past few years détente has led to important
positive changes. This is particularly apparent in Europe. Thanks

6

to the strength of the peace forces, détente maintains its position
as the dominant trend in world politics. Even though mighty efforts
are still required to implement everywhere the principles of peace-
ful co-existence between states of differing social orders, the suc-
cessful steps taken along this path cannot be overlooked. Despite
all negative aspects, this strengthens the peace-loving forces in
their determination to strive for a world in which harmony and
peace between nations becomes the accepted way of life.

Friends, you will certainly have familiarized yourselves with the
outcome of the Moscow meeting of the Political Consultative Com-
mittee of the member countries to the Warsaw Treaty. At that meet-
ing, we devoted particular attention to the consolidation of security
and cooperation in Europe. We established that in Europe, where
the Warsaw Treaty and NATO alliance systems stand face to face,
significant, positive changes have taken place and these are not
easy to rescind. At the same time, proposals are contained in the
Moscow Declaration which, on account of their realistic and con-
structive nature, could lead to significant progress along the road
to peace. | am thinking above all of the overriding objective of
halting the arms race and bringing about a decisive breakthrough
in the talks on arms limitation and disarmament. For the continua-
tion and intensification of the arms race, its increased tempo and
scale represent the main threat to peace and international security,
détente, peoples’ independence and their economic and social
development.

The German Democratic Republic will continue, alongside the
Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, to spare no effort
in working towards these ends. At the same time, we hold the
opinion that all states—regardless of their social order, their po-
litical systems and their membership or non-membership of military
alliances—should unite their efforts to achieve success in the cause
of peace. We shall not be found wanting in our contribution to the
further development of such cooperation.

Today the dream of millions of people all over the earth, of a
world devoid of military conflicts, is no longer a mere utopian
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