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Wages and High Prices • Russia m 
ONE o( the most important questions in the ' By M. Bronsky 

t.'('onomil' life of n country ill that relating /'''UIII '''~ .lloS"01u "/~r(Jt'dlJ" ~nt nngle: owing to the unrenlity of the hll'l'I':I::,' 

~~) the "tru~gll' nguinst the high cost of living, o~ ~'~? {aeWI?', ~)l' ~ne ~it,y, but i~ un economic lI~, wageM iL iM necessar~ to provide the \\'111'1",1':-; 
J he W:WI~14 IIf the \\~ol'kers do not keep pace with plO~l,lIll UII .111 .lll-I'll~smn scule, \uth the~e l)rncluclH whIch Coml)()~C thl' J!I','all'r 
the hi~h Cll~t of living which is moving \\ c ha\'c nlt'cady 1")U1led out thnt to rnisc the l)arL, ()f eXI>cndilurc in the budget of thc \\'IIl'I"'l"S 
forwurd with h'rrilic ~I)eed, No matter how much yuluc tiC a rubl~ can he only achieved by increa.o;- f:umly. 
wnJtc~ :,rl: im'I'en.~CI'I the price o( the articles of kl~ the nlUl'IN (Ii products in the merchandise mar. In the first place nre the expenNC!4 (If :.;uh .. i"l-
I)rim" necl'~:.;ity increase much more swiftly. The e. " enee: brend, meat, potntoes, bultcr, l'te,; fm'tllI'l', 
increase or wUJ.,.oes i~ not moving parallel with the ' And ~lllS IS why Lhe l"1;1ble drops in its purcha.,,- the expenses for room rent, heating mul li:.rlll ill:'~: 
J.'TOwth of high price~, but it moves by jumps, I~g I~\~CI" bl'<'au~e huvmg ~n forced to issue then follow the expenses for clothing. "hCll'~, UII­
und(,i" the pl't's~ure o( struggle, strikes, threats ~per \ubles dlll~mg the war_m grent quantity, dcrwear, etc,; nnd then e"pensel4 for ('ulhll':" 
and aU sorts of administrative demands. ~e ~t ~ lC KUl11e time UNed up a great mass of pro- needs: schools" newspnpc~, boob, mCtlicim'l', ,'11', 

During thl! period of eight months ot the bour- uc, s m the war, :rhus, the nom mal wage of the workel'K iK didl).'d 
geois revolution in Russia, the workers obtained Even now we :.;hall he: compelled to issue paper mto its component parts nnd mu~t ('o\'er nll till! 
a number of changes in the scale of wages and l~oney, but our e~onomlc problem is the produc- above-nnmed expenses. If, instend J)m't or tIll' 
in this manner they met the high coat of li~ing· }Ion of ll1erc~nndll~e, nccessary not for wnr, but nloney-wnges is pnid to the workel:M ill pl'C1Ciu('j ,. 
they tried to in~ure themselves against a retu"; or the. J'equlrcment~ of the country. If these fOl' which they Rpend their wngeM, nnd Oil till' 
to the old. tcrrib!e conditions of labor and wages hundrcd:i of thousundl4 of workmen who work i1 relolt of the products to estnblish fixed 11I'kl"~­
by "tying" the capitalist with "regulations" for ~he war fuct~l'il!s, will begin to produce products then us n matter of fnct the nominnl i'iKc of \\";':f'" 
a definite period of time. 101' ('~n"umptlOn 01' machineM, which lighten labor meaN\1l'ecl in rubles cnn be IItoppt'<1 in«"l""I~iI,,'/it~ 

Hut the "l'cgulati\'e" contracts nrc of value m~~~, mel'cn~(~ th,e l)l'oductivity of labor; if theso l'('al poWl'r, nnd providing the wOl:kl'I'M \~'i'th"III'I:­
only when the J)ricc~ on the products of consump- m~ tOnl4 of I\01<lle1'8 wh,o are liMted in the nrmies, ducb o( prime necessity, By ors:ani7.inJ! Jl\lhlj.~ 
tion ure ntOl'C ur leI'S stnble. As soon, however, Will returll to p1'()(~uctI\'e Inbor,-then the valuo J'CKtau::'nntM for ull ('ulegorieM o( WCll'k(!J'1C 1I111111h'il' 
us this Nb.bility dhl."lppenrs, when prices on bread, o~ the l':I~I\\\,1l1 I:Il'Ie. Jo'~r only th,en the supply fnmilies, it is pollldble not only to 1«":';I'('n til(' h\ll'­
meat. buttcr, wood, rooms, clothes, shoes, nnd o. m('rc 1.\1}( lNe wIll be tncrea.~ed 10 compnrison den on, the workers' wivcs in l)r('Il:U'illS: hn'ak­
oth('r nl'CCNl'IaJ'Y nrticlcs nre chnnged not daily but wh~'~ till: demand. only t~en wIll those who I)Ul'- fUl'tM, dmn~rR nnd Buppers (economy or lahu:' all,1 
hourl~ .. lhen theK(' "regulative" contracts become ~ .1:.;e PIOlluctN aINO be 111 some degree the pro- fuel); but It iR poNKible to provide llwh' :.;uh~il'l-
ob$olcte and insullicient before the expiration o( lIC(,l'S ,of thelle products. , ence nnd in fnct to raise the plll'dla~illJ! )'0\""1' 
the tIme limit, and they appear to be only ,Tim:.;" the mo~t, substnntml means of fighting of that pnrt of wnges which is heing "1);'lIt fill' 
an obNt:u:ll' in the struggle of the workers, rather high ~l:~ces, th?t IS, to fight th~ decn:ase of the Kubsisten,ce. The public lunch rooml' whkh (':'11 
than n weapon fol' curbing the capitalists. This pUl'ch.ll'mg ro\~er of ~h!! ruble, IS the Increase of l~ estnblll~hed at the factnries, ot' in till' \\,"I'killl~ 
bringl'ln condition where, in spite of the contracts, ~hc lcountl'~:,~ productiVity, by '!leans of increl}-"e qunrtc~, ,enn nctunl!y inc~n.~e wnge:~ mall'I'ially, 
the W(ll'kl'l'K. hel'e and there, demand an increase m t 1C numlA:1 of rx;rsons worktng on productIve and not, simply nommnlly m rublclot, 
in \\'a~cl'\. in ol'der to prevent their condition of neid~ o( the pcnple ~ ecol)omy. . In thiS manner could be sol\'ed th(' IIU(',..:(ifln 01' 
liie becoming worse. t is understood, t!lat thiS path IS long, and that rent. Here. more radicnl menns will haw tit II,' 

It is dem', then, thnt to fight the high cost of ~ne cnnnot cx~c~ m the near future, apparent -employed. The expenses for rent Ilre gnil1:! ,IiI'I,,'t­
Ih'ing one must choose another path, and the in- I e~ults, But tillS IS the only path leadtng to the ly mto the pockets of Inndlonl14 who co\l"('l fl'lIlIl 
crease of wuge3 nt the present time, a time of gonl. the tennnts the rents on the cnpital i\1\'(','.;I('d ill 
~lpel'-CUITCncy, doc, not guarantee the w.orker But. the workers c.'mnot wait. Their wage scale building the house. This is one of th(' ~lIlIl'I'c'S 
from the high cost o( living. The oftener the e!ltnbh~h('d n .fe\~ m,!nths ngo! can scnrcely meet of the cnpitnlil't'M profit. which I('~lt thall any! hill~ 
wa;;e ehamgeM, the more influence it has on Bpe- the system!ll1c rise In the prices of products of e~e ~ns ~he right to exist. 'l'he (llIC4ill1l \If 11:1-
culatioll, on the inerense of merchandise prices first ~lecesslty. , bonal,lzc'lllon or municipnlizo'ltion (If hOll""~ i" a 
and it would have required a moat Itrict and exact ' It IS necestlnry to take extraordInnry measures, quesbon of the near future. The morutOl'iulIl (Ill 

reJrulution of fixed prices in order that the in- In ~rder" ~n the ~ne hand, to .. feggard the work- tJ:te rents is only a temporary meatlurc nnd mll:olt 
cren~e oC wages should not effeCt, in its turn, the en fa~ll1he3 ngalllRt a lnck of products of prime Jl'lve way to municipalization of tho hOlll'CCI4 mill 
worl;er :IK n consumer, in the form of an ava- nCCeSI'It~·, n~d O!l the ~the~ hand" pr~tcct the Stn,te mon!>~ly ,of the c:i~y, rt'~1 ('~tnt('. Th- inl'ti­
I:mche of high I)rices on all products of consump. cou!'try, ngamst mdu,:,tr,al dISOrg~D1~tlon. tutmg I'ocanhzation (mumclpnh1.:,tlfl1l \ IIf hll\ll'(,~, 
tion. E~pecmlly n?w, pohtIcal powet: 18 tn the hnnd we, in thfa way, 4eeNuI tIIat ,.at of tbe .... 

'l'he inc.""ease in wages because of the paper. of t1~e proletarmt and pc.'\snntry, It would be folly which il beIDa 8XPIDW tor nIlt. .8ImultaMoairly 
cureney circulation the tendeney of • ludden anrllll('nm.,eh'llc~ fill' the Jlro~et.'\rinn government with this the ~= .... State WIll ...... 
drop in the rate of'the ruble, does not Inereue t.o :tllll\\' Ill(' c:',,:mlg uf faclorle~ nnd pl:mL'C, I{)('~- creased (rente I ....... to .t:Iae 
proportionally its purchasing power. AI a matter UII~1' :11,,1 HI 1'1 k "1', :11' :l !""anl4 nf thl~ (.'('untll"'c city and State tnuar.); In th. wa" tile cltr= 
ot fact the ("ontinuous jump in the hi,h cost of Hit, '.',~,d" ','f I ~'" prfllt'larial.. the State will be able to ,. Into life lach • 
living i~ chiefly the result of the dropping in the I h,f' :;I,l'Ikl' 1:1 a I~II'I I"H,I IIf ::l.rll.~I~lf' flf IIII' ll ret, tutions (free achooll, dJ8peauri.., theatra. Diu­
value of the ruble. The other lide of this drop 1.'1:1,1'1:11, III IH'III'I~I'I,II:; :;'H'lI'ly. IH :l 1II":l!I~ IIf "11111- Murna and 10 forth), whlda.1n their turn. aIJeorf» 
in the \'ruue of the ruble is speculation the Itrug- IH'III11I~ I hI' ";!IIII ah:;t:1 III '":Ik" C"III,','~:afln:~, ","1.,,' great sums from the .... of the workenl. 
gle :lgain~t ,,1tich must go simultan~us1y with lilt' 1 h ... ·al III ,hllll""I~ "I' lilt' 1\111/1','" "f IU'"liIH - Only in this wa)' Ia it poaIbIe to ftaht the high 
th 

03 f fi ht' th h' h t. a 1111'1111"1 w ..... 1t 1'11::1:; I"" wllrk,'" v,'ry cll"lI'h' -t of living o er means 0 Ii 109 e I, COl ' " , " " ....... • " ' 111111 :111"1'\:1 IIII' w"III,' III ::II"lI'ly, If 1.111' .~lIv,'nl- As a nec fonn of tranaftl 
And to ~ht high pnces ,o!,e must proceed from IIlI'Llt IIII\\' i:1 ill I.h,' h:"1I1:4 IIf ""I,,','m'lIla- an essary the on period 

two e,!ds at ~)J~~e: by ralsmg the value of the li\'l':; III' till' \\,II,'I\ill.~ ,'I:LHH, :UIII if IIl1'l'Ial'l\ d as ~ meanl of ftahtiq IJNICDIatlon. it is ne­
~ble. lts stllb!lh'~, and, on the other end, by the !"t.'/'I':;t:, II~ I III' Wllrl"'I'M t'uil ... ilh' with IIII' ~ rod estab~c!tedr not onI" on the 
mc~e of real 'l~ges. , 1111.(,,',';.;1 H III I hi' whul,' uf N'H'i"ty, it Willi I, I c Ie p ,uets 0 t a1Io on products of 

It 13 lleceSS21'y, 10 short, to try to make thinp havt! h""11 a c,,'jam' fill the 1):n'L of til(! consumption In ........ . 
10 that 011e could get more producta for a ruble Jlrul"t.arian S:U\'l'I'lIIm'IIL tu let the workerI' defcnd f If'~ wobrd,ththe ItruaIe qaInat the high CQet 
MIld that wages rhould not only be liven in paper theil' inll'l'cl'Itl'l hy the co:>Uy nnd diOicult wny oC 0 IVlng

tread
" e ~ lO,erllment 

tender, but represent reru purehasing power. NtrikeK-the way or c10fling the fnctories. cannot the -old path 01 lnereuing the n~ 
It is clear that this proaram of fi,htin, high We nrc fa(,c to face with the problem of solving '!Iin!,l wage, but it mOlt follow the path of estab-

prices cannot merely go on within the boundaries the high co~t of living Crom an absolutely cUffer- hshlng!t real ... b)' ~ aD the wor1dq 

The Class Character of Bourgeois Mer~ythe nec:ell.ry meaDI of CODI1IIIlptioD. 

TilE meaning of life to Mooney is still-prison! h" , 
"Clemency" means a living death-to an in- By N. I. Hourwich not 109 In co~mon With t~e Rtr~lSwle I~('t W('~n , labor and capite'll, the questIon arl~e;.l: "h~- dlCl 

nocent mnn, mcncy" to 1\I00ney, declnres he ventured on that Pre.~ident Wilson in the lettel'l' to GO\', SI(']l}1C'n~ 
Could we expect anything better from capital- nct of "ll1('r('y" upon the "urgent requests" of printed in the p.'\JlCrs, constnnth' :allude to the 

iKt ".iu~ti('e·'? Of coul'Ne notl For the release of President Wilson, But President Wilson has more "international significance" of the l\Ioonl'r ('a~(!, 
)looney, or even n ncw trinl of his case, would be t.hnn once appenled to the Governor to panton Who'lt, one may nflk, is the int(,I'nat;onal :-:i"ni­
~t the Kame time n ,'erdict of "nilty" for the Mooney. nnd the la~t request of this character fic.'\nce nttnched to the pnrdoning or, on I hI' ('ont­
whll!e fly!'lcm of "co'lpit.'\list ju~tice," A new waM ~ent n~ fnr bnck ns :Mnrch of Inst yenr. A rary. the sentencing of nn "ol'flinlll'\' ('I'imina}" 
tl'inl. on the rye of the execution of the death qUl'Khon arl~(,s. then. why has California's Gov- as Governor Stephens is pictul'ing 1\IoOlH'~"! 
"entt'ncp. would menn putting on tria.l all those e1'nor m('t thc rcquest of President Wilson ju~t And who'lt n pigm~- iM thilt unfol'h1l1'It(' "11\'1'1'1'01' 

who. durinll' two nnel a hnlf years, kept Mooney on thc C\'C of o'lthrent~ned generru strike through- who attempts "'ith nll sort" of nh~lII',loo('rtmi('al 
in pri~on, l'ncrgt'ticnlly denying him justice, and out th(' Inncl? Are we not justified in Ruspecting n!lflUrnnct'R and cnricl\tu1'e' "srr:md" f',,4\11''')1 to 
who for n long time tried to fasten the noose th:\t thl' th1'ent of a genernl strike and not the ret rid of thnt indisputnble fa('t of Iifc-that it 
nround his neck, and would have succeeded ho'ld "urgent requeflb" of President Wilson has been was not the requests of nny HOl't (rom ahoyc, hilt 
it not \x>cn for tht' intel'\'ention of orpnized Inbor, the whip that lashed the "merciful" governor on the working clnf(Re~. their ,i"I't nnd !o:('\'C'I'" wl':lth 
in Amerkn n~ well as in other countries. Grant- to act? which stopped the hand of the exC<'utilln('l', ' 
ing 1\ new trial would mean "undermining the True. the \.;o\'('rnor. fOl'l'eeing the possibility But. of coul'l'e. thr workinrc ('la~K will not hI' 
foundntions of lnw and order." and not a single of such "unfounded" suspicious, attempts to pro- deceived by this tawdry nct of "merl'~"~-~\ hOl\t! 
defender of "lnw and order" would, of course duce flome flort of explnnation of his tardine!ils. thrown to the dog, The work('r!l thl'f'at flf 1\ "C'­
,'enture upon such a sacrilegious task. B~t the ~'cxplanntions" are so empty that they neral Rtrike. the e\'ident determination tCI in1!1H'_ 

Two nnd n hnlf years ngo Capitalism, with the Will convmce no on~. _ .." diatel~' ~egin to .nct. o!lly o\\'in~ to th!~ rlill the~' 
aid of its nlercenary agents and lackeys, wrenched ~,n ord~,: to do awa~ finally With any unfound· Rucceed In "Testing thul ac~ o( mel'c~- (1'lIlY1 thf' 
Moone'- from the ranks of the fi,bters in the ed ~usplclons regarding the true character of the Rtroncr clnw" of the cnpitnhst CerhcrulI, And the 
eause of labor. And now the .. me predatory in- !:,atter. the Go\'e~or ~olemly declares that .he work.in~ class "111 not s~op at thnt: wit~ cnf'rl!~' 
tereats favor "clemency" for MOOD.y-and the refuses ~o recogD12e thJS case 8S in any fashlO!! m~ltIph~ by thiS first VIctory., the wOJ'klne!' ('hfls 
PuI']:OSC is the ume-etriki ... at labor. represent~n~ a cl~sh between capital and labor. "'Ill conbnue the struR',.le, until )loont'y ~l"ll1 he 

, But if thJS 18 80, If the Mooney cue Is one of the Pet free and return to the ranks of the fipht('rc; 
The Governor of California, in arantina "cle- thousands of ordinary "criminal c:aaes" havi... in the cause of labor from which he was snatched. 


