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A "Socialist" Prosecuting Attorney 
"A".""' T .the join: ~l'~"ion of the central committees of 
" all X cw York IUI.'ais of the Socialist Party, held 

:\!ontlay, :\lan'h Ii, representa~ives of the Lab­
or, Defense l'nion (for the defense of political prison­
ers), stated officially, for the first time, it seems ("un­
officialh'" it had hel'ome known a great deal earlier), 
the ",., as the party moralists very likely 
\\"oull' r .. , .. , a'ld carefully ten11 it, concerning the 
:Mih, .. ,i"l .~" .cialist" prosecuting attorney. This 
gnar l ;·",1 , ... ;:,\\" ;\l1l1 order," e\el.~ed on the Socialist 
Part Ii "\.; ;'i.out a year ago, arrested in Milwaukee 
and :'.1' .. ,; J for "seditious activity" fifteen persons 
-SOl'jabt" :t,lIl ' \·l<lrchists. During the confinement 
of these c:omr;ule,; an explosion took place in the pri­
son, which n'~ulte<1 in ,thc death of eleven policemen. 
The explosion was, of course, laid to the imprisoned 
"seditious lX'rs('ns."' anti though there were neither data 
nor proof;; of thcir gui1:, the "'Socialist" prosecuting 
attorney, with zeal and ardor that would give credit 
to any of the capitalist '"guardians of order:' decided 
to investigate the "case" and to secure a verdict "guil­
ty." "The case" was ronducted according to all mles 
of the prosecuti'lg attorney's art. All , means were 
resorted to--llleans whirh have given so much "honor" 
to the San-Francisco proserutor, Fickert, who accomp­
lished the sentencing' of Thomas Mooney. The laurels 
of :\Ir. Firkert, apparently, secured the envy of his 
"Socialist" 'colleagllc i'l 1Iilwaukee! ... 

In search of "'e\'idem'e," the residences of all sus­
pected per;;ons were raided, by order of ;'our" :\1iI­
waukee prosecutor: corrcspondence was seized: also 
Socialist literature, and portraits of-Marx, Engels, 
and other Sol.'ialist workers and writers.-

The hearing ,,-as scheduled for the very day whe~1 
the funeral of the c!c\'en policemen wa~ to be held, at 
the time when the disposition of the man in the street 
was espel.'ially eXl'ited against all sorts of "seditious 
persons" ancl all sorts of "serlitio,:' At the trial, the 
"Socialist" prosccutor delivered a pathetic speech, rlur­
ing which he flourishe(1 before the eyes of the jury 
the portraits of :\r:lrx, Engels and Bakunin, and So-

By Nicholas I. Hourwich 

cialist brochures found at the residences of the men 
u:tder trial, asserting that all this "circumstantial ev­
idence" established beyond dispute the "criminal state 
of mind" of the men on the stand, and their particip­
ation in the explosion, , . , 

As might be expected, the prosecutor WO~1 a "bril­
liant victory," and "justice" triumphed, All the men 
on trial were fOUllll guilty, a:ld were sentensed to im­
prisonment, the terms reaching 25 years!, , . , 

And since virtue is always rewarded in this best 
of all possible worlds, the virtue of the prosecutor and 
the abilities of this "Socialist" representative of the 
"good Socialist city" of Milwaukee were also re­
warded. At the last November elections in Milwau­
kee, the hero-prosecntor, who had upheld the honor 
of the Socialist Party, and who had proved to the dis­
may of its enemies that a "Socialist" prosecutor is 
never lagging behind a bourgeois prosecutor, was, as 
recognition of his "services" to the party, agah re­
nominated by the party, and again elected as prosec­
uting attorney. 

Such is the brief but instructive story of how a 
"Socialist" prosecutor of Milwaukee "fought for" the 
emancipation of the workhg class!, , •. 

We do not doubt that this story will evoke a feeling 
of repUlsion and indignation in all members of the 
Socialist Party. We do not doubt that ev~ the right 
wing of the party (with the exception, perhaps, of 
.:\filwaukee, for whom, apparently, Socialism tJoes not 
exist) will turn its back on an individual who so openly 
and unceremoniously transgresses Socialist "ethics;" 
and as Pontius Pilate washing his hands, will bring him 
to the party court, We do not entertain very much 
assurance-there are too many things that makes us 
pessimistic in this respect-but we ;Ire ready to hope 
th3!t the party court will expel this "Socialist Prosec­
ufor" from the party, 

The moderates of the right wing of the party will 
then come to us with a sigh of relief and with the 

noble consciousness of a duty pcrfonllt'd, and they will 
say: "You see, we have expelledlllhl. Thl' party is pur­
ified and its honor vindicated." 

But we shall answer these party moralists: "Is it 
really so? Can it be, really, that the expulsion of this 
01 that individual party memher who has violated So­
cialist principles will 'save' and 'purify' the party? :\nd 
is it appropriate that you should express your indig­
~lation at this ill-fated 'violator'? Look ;It London. 
Berger & Co .. whom you have heen ill the hahit of 
ardently defending' and praisillg at all times. Tndeed. 
all these leaders of yours are, in gl'eall"l' or smailer 
degree, daily doing the same thing whidl has provoker! 
your bdignation in the Milwaukee. 'I.'olllrade-pros~­
~tor:' they are traitors to Socialism and to the cause 
of proletarian emancipation." 

No! By merely expelling th~s or that member of the 
party you will not cleanse the party and save its honor. 
Paraphrasing the materialistic formula of Marx, it is 
not the hdividual party members who detennine the 
party consciousness, but, on the contrary, the consci­
ousness of the individual memher is eleternlined by the 
party life, In other words, the "collapse of Socialist 
morals" in the party, treaso~1 to Socialist principles by" 
individual members of the party, are the resuit and the 
symptoms of the general disease in the whole party 
organism, The party as a-whole has not yet learned 
the revolutionary lessons of proletarian experie~ce in 
,Russia and Germany. In spite of these lessons, the 
party as a whole continues to follow the old worn-out 
policy of opportunism, compromise a:lcl cheap "re­
formism," But that which did not comparatively affect 
the party in the past during the period of peaceful 
development, must necessarily result in acute diseases 
in this period of revolutionary transition. 

To really cure the party .of its diseases, the party 
nlUst abando:1 the environment of opportunism for a 
healthy "revolutionary climate," This is the problem 
of the recently formed Left Wing of the American 
Socialist Party. The cure for the diseases of the party 
is prescribed :by the Manifesto ami I'rllg-ralll of the 
Left \Ving. There is no ntlwr l'lln', 

On Bolshevism, Russian and American 
I l-~l',\I.I.Y t::I;(' 110 l10tice of what appears in the 

kept press, hut tlil' atl itttde of all the capitalist 
papcr~-()f which your journal is undisputeeUy the 
most po\\-erful--tl.\I'anl thc inyestigation of Ilolshev­
ism no,,' procceciing- in \\' ashill/..'1011, is so outrageous, 
and in,nIH'!: 111(' pl'r~(llIally !<:1 directly, that, J feel 
l'alled UPO!~ til )In:tesl. 

I am renain that you will 110t publish this letter in 
full. ] sen(j it, however, w that you may suppress 
it, after whidl , ran pllhlish it in another paper, 

.\ft·vr fah:i (I·ing- my testimony bcfore the Senate 
Committcl' so a~ to 1l1:1ke it appear that I approved 
of the "'ideaV' hut nat the "pral.,tkes" of Rolshedsm, 
vou make :ill editurial ~tatement to that effect, As a 
iuattt'r of fart I do i/Of disapprove of Bolshn'isl11 for 
the Cnited Statl's-T Iwartily approv'C it, \\'Imt I 
said hefore the Senate COlllmittee was that I did 
want tIlt' indllstrial Commonwealth estah1ished hc:·re, 
hilt thaI in all \'iHlntril's lll'ccssarily its forms woulcl 
!I(' s0111('l\"l1at dilrl'rl'nt,-jllst :ts in all Repuhlk's at 
pre~('nt thl' fIJrms are different, while. the prinl.'iple 
relll~iill~ tll'_~ !'anll'. . \~ fIJr the principles of Rolsl1l'v­
ism. I liop(' t liey will he applicd in e"ery country on 
the fan' of I hI.' g'I(;l,c-workcrs' ('ol1trol of industry, 
~ol"ializali()n oi land, and the temporary dktatorship 
nf thl.' proldariat !In'e~sary to accomplish these things. 

.\Iy one complaint agOlinst you and the other paid 
agents of 1111' l'apil:dist dass is, not that you oppoSt' 
Bolshevism, lout ddiheratl'ly lKT\'ert and suppress the 
truth ahl!ii it. and all1111t whal is going lin in I~llssia. 
It is all Y,:n \\(·11 til statl' that Bolshe"islIl means 
",holl.',;.al\.' 11l;lnkr, ""t'i:dizat ion of womcn, rohherv 
unre!'trainl'd, and then sa\' that T stand for it. It i~ 
:111 Yen' \\"~ 11 to ~a\' that the Bolsheviki are anan'hists 
(altho\lgh anarchy' in Htlssia and in .\meril'a is openl)' 
opposed to the ~trongly I.'l'ntralized proletarian state 
huilt ttp in Hussia." and then \.'al\ ll~, who defend Rol­
shel'i~m. ;1J;af('hi~ls. Thi!' of l'Ollrs(, is a ven' ('on­

-\'cnienl n1l.'thod of carrying on a sinist,er propaganda 
jf)r tlie ill'ndit of Ihn,:(' ruthless interests who plunged 
the' \\'01'1<1 illtn a \\"::r lI·hidl cost more than st'ven 
million !il,'. an,1 Irho an' ridl with hlood-money. nut 
it i~ nOI tit. tr't1h-and ,""U know it is not the' truth. 

'Yilt! k!1 •. \i", i.,r irc,:lanl'l·. that the Reverend (-;eorgl' 
Sil1lelll"; made ia1,:(' ..;lall'!l1c1lts in \\'ashington. You 
knOll' that \ mha ,:,:, • .]"r Fralll'is made false statements 
hcffJ1"(· thai (',,'Il111itt:I', Yflll know that tIlt' CommitteI.' 
in\"('~l i,~;il ill!~ I :"I .. lw,i.;m ,1('liherateh, set out to hear 
1I01>(,d.1 JnH ','. illll":<SCS against the Sodet CO\'ernmenl, 
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and accepted as g-ospcl truth the cheapest sort of 
ignorant denunciation poured out by all the opponents 
of the only government of, by and for the people now 
on earth. We, who supported the Soviet Govern­
Inents side of the case, were allowed to do so because 
we insisted, and made a row-and then our testimony 
was falsified, and cut, and deliberately misinterpreted 
by the newspapers-e\'en as much of it as was allowed 
by the third degree methods by which the Commit­
tee's investigation was conducted. 

:\[y wife, Louise Bryant, was carefully questioned 
as to her belief in (;od: in order, so the Committee 
!->aicl, to ascertain her regard for the sanctity of an 
c:ath, :\ccording to t1K'- testimony of the witnesses 
opposed to Bolshevism, it seems to me that it might 
hm'e ,.heen a good thing to qnestion them, rather than 
us. 

You have said on your editorial page that I am "a 
paid :Igelll of the I:olslll'viki." That is a straight lie, 
amI [ have no c1ou),t that you know it. In a country 
where (;erl11an propaganda has been heavily financed, 
and no one punished for receiving money for spread­
ing it-in a country wher~ British and French prop­
;tganda has been openly spread and openly paid for, 
not 0111" sin\.'e we entereci the war but before it, un­
rehuked. and where every little national group has its 
paid pUblicity agents-even those groups of Finns and 
l kramians who represented and represent now gov­
l'rlnl1ents set uf) hy the J mperial (;erman Ciovernment, 
-in a l'ountry whose own expenses for official propa­
ganda in Russia against the Soviet (iO\'ernment run 
into hundreds of thousands of. dollars, the accusation 
:-ootl1lds a little hYPol'ritil'al. 

The husiness of sJ1reaclin~ what yon call "Bolshevik 
propaganda" Is l10t "ery lucratiyc, as you yourself 
mt1st know. There is 110 money in speaking to ,,'orking 
l'lass audienl.'cs, or writing in working rial's papers, 
\\ hil-h are the only auelielll'es and papers open to any 
;,d\"lll.'a(',· of the tmth ahout ~O\'iet Rusia, The Soviet 
(;"n'l'llIitt'nt. tI; my knowledge, has neyer I'ent a cent 
hl.'n' for propag-anda of any sort-exl.'ept to Santeri 
:\norte"a, offirial represt'lltatiYe of the People's (~O\'­
l'rnment of Finland, who demanded a hcaring hefore 
the (h'erman COl1lmittee in \\"ashington, and whom 
; I!(' Committee WitS afraid to I.'all. E"e"ll tlW rather 
he:\\'y wittil.'ism ahout the "wealthy ladies lif Xew 

York"-n.1isquoted into the bargain-which was pre­
sented in such a solemn matter by your paper, does 
not indicate any source of support" for the Soviet Gov­
ernment's propaganda, for I do not know a single lady, 
wealthy or otherwise. who ever contributecl a single 
cent for the w:>rthy purpose of opening a Soviet In­
formation Bureau. 

All persons who work for an unselfish purpo;;e for 
little or nothing are incomprelll'nsihie to persons who 
never work for nothing, and who can be hirecl to work 
for anything, The capitalist or;:!ans of puhlil'it.v' 
impute to us their own tactics. Jt is known to eyery­
one that any kind of puhlicity work requires funds, 
for an "office, for stenographe"rs, :-otatie1llery, a type­
writer, stamps and so forth. Hilt all that necessary 
expense is transmuted hy you into salaries which per­
mit us to take val.'ations at l'all11 I :l'al.'h. 1, may !lay 
here that if the :\mcril.'an (;ovcrnml.'llt wonld allow 
funcls to come to us from I{llssia. ,n' woulel gladly use 
them to opcn an Information \:111'l':111 ah.mt Rns!->;a, 
You are l'orrL'd when YOll call tliis "J:obhevik pro­
paganda:' for the great majority of I'l.'rS"l1-; who karll 
the truth ahout Russia ht.'(~0111l.' COl1lilll'l'c1 I:llblll.·viki. 
~othing else is needed. 

TIut the American (;overnment doc~ not allow funds 
to come from Russia, and then'fon' it,' iswtollg to 
call us "paid agents." You arc Pt'1"f,.d./y well aware 
that all the "ast machinl'ry of tIll' Department of 
Justice, the Department of Statl' :\l11! th~ sel'ret detect­
ive sen'ires of puhlil' and p",,'att: organizations ha"e 
been and are <It work to lind sonl!" t ran' of money 
coming from Hussia to Sol.'iajists :\1111 others here': 
and vou know that tltt."- lun'\.' not found it, nor wi11 
they -ever fincl it. -

Another statement 0\1 YOl1r edit.lrial pagt' c1esen'es 
notice. .\fter falsifying or omitting p:trts of Ray­
mond Robbins' testimony, to 111a\-:(' it :q'Jll'al' that he 
suppott~ the rlleap def amel'S oj ~O';il't Russia, you 
triumphantly mark that till' ';parlor ~ociali:-ts counterl 
on Rohins to uphold their l'ontl'lIti"l1~. :11111 that he 
failed them." 

This is not true. Xo onc of It,: l"\"l'r thought that 
Raymond Rohins \Yl1\llel support 11,,! .. Jwd~l11 or So­
dalism, of whidl h(' has IW('n :I d· hTl1lin,c! opponent 
for Years. \rl' sai(1 th:tt he wotll.1 !,'n tlw truth ahout 
",ha't We'llt on in ~(wiet Russia: anc! i i 1'11\1 darc(1 to 
publish hil' full tt'stil1loll\', anc! not t\i~l'rl'dit it hv 
editoral rommellt, ,-ou \\"I;llld lind t hat II c lIa n: 'IJcl'il 
completely justified, 


