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Problems of the Repre·sentative of Soviet Russia 
in America 

By Nicholas I. Hourwkh. 

A FE\V days ago the proletariat of 

. \ meric~t joyously greeted the ne~:.s _of 
the appointment here vf an oitlClal 

represntative of the Socialist Republic of 
Russia. Celebrations on this account are 
still going on. Everywhere meetings are 

being held to greet this newly appointr~d am­
h:u;~ador. Socialist and labor organizations 

fnJJn all p,arts of the cot111try are sending 
telegrams of greetings and letters, prom­

i."ing aiel and expressing wil11ngness to he! p 

in every way the success of the cause of­
ficially represented here by him, and equally 
dear t{) the conscious proletarians of the en­
tire \vodcl~the cattse of the Prolietarian 

Hevolutiun in Russia, the creative-construc­
ti\·e work of the toiling masse::; already 

hegm1 there to strengthen and deepen the 

foundation of the new Socialist-communist 
svstem. 

But the revolutionary Socialist m·ganiza­

tions of the A.merican proletariat would 

have made an inexcusably fatal error had 
the\·~wi.th an idea that now there is some­

on~ here who. without their aid, could take 
care of Revolutionary Russia~Iimited them­

selves onlv to these greetings and promises. 
failing to transiate all this into revolutionary 

activity. 

The great significance of the appointn1cnt 

here of a SoYiet reprt:sentative consists pre­
ci,.;eh· in that this appointmeut opens before 

the ~\merican proletariat new perspectives 
and new ovportunities, Ol)portunities of rev­
olutionarv actiYity in tlin~ct otmtact and co­
operation- v.-ith the Russian proletariat a.nd 
the SoYiet Government of Russia. The stg­
nificattce of this appointnient lies in the fact 
tha.t it represents a great appeal, remindirig 
the American workingman that the 

"emancipation of the workers can be ac­
c:cimplished only by the workers themselves." 

Not for a single moment do we doubt 

the 12-rcat imporfance of the purely ''diplo­
mati,~," so to say, adivity here of the Soyict 

rt'presenfatin'. Still less are we inclined to 
dc;nbt the magic power of ·the Russian gold 
_it he· influence of this gold on the minds 

and disposition of American plutocracy has 

alread\· manifested itself in a most oln·ious 
mann~r. But, with all due allowances, giv­

iag d~te justice to all this, we. shoulkllike to 
som1d a waniing to the _Amen can workers~ 
aud to Comrade :Martens himself-against 
an undue exaggeration of the hnportance of 
h1s purely diplornatic-commercial functions 

ht:re.' \Ve would consider it a fatal mistake 
if purely diplomatic-commercial "cifort:i" 

become the centre of his activity. 
However, as regards ''diplomatic" actiY­

itv. Comrade Martens· himself evidently en­
t.;.hins no sentimental il1usions. In an in­

terview given by him and published tl1e other 
day, he definitely and unequivocaHy. stated: 
'' 'fhc Russia£ Socialist Federated Repub-lic 

d<,es not care about political recogni­
tion bv the United States .... All that \'.'C 

want i.s trade recognition. Comrade Mm­

tens perfectly understands that in the 
world of capitalistic relations, "commerce" 
~in the \vords of Kuzma Prutkov-" is the 
re.at thing, and aH the rest-nonsense." 

"Commerce" will create definite social­
economic relations, a definite ''equilibrium 

ni social forces," after which, as Comrade 
::\lartens has it, ''the flag, i. e., political 
recognition, will follow . 

\\'e should like to go a little further in this 
absolutely correct, truly 11arxian reasoning. 
\\·e should like to emphasize that ''com­

merce" itscl'f~the establishment of com­
mercial rela.tions between Russia and the 

L'nited States--will come only as a result of 
deiir\ite social forces~th:e very equili•brimn 
up(,n which depends the success and. the sal­

\ ation of the l{ussian Revolution in general. 

\\'hat, indeed, will guarantee the ~uccess 
ui..th'~ Ru::'sian Proletaeian Reyolution? The 
:-;oviet Bolshevist lcaders in Russia, includ­
ing- Comrade Lenin, have answered that 

qut'stion on several occasions. 
(·omradc Lenin has stated that the final 

rrinmph or the ruir~ of the Prol.efari.at ReYo­

lution in Russia dei)ends on whether the 

revolutionary movements of the proletariat 
and Proleatrian Revolutions in other coun­
tries will come to its assistance. And in this 
phrase one finds the key for the understand­

ing of the present political' situation! 
If the revolutionary movement of the 

proletariat in other countries trimnphs, then 

the conquest of the Russian Revolution·, the 

Russi;an Soviet Repuhlic, will be saved; 

and as a result, there will come also "com­
me~cial" and "trade" and all sorts of other 

relations If, on the contrary, the revolu­
tionary working- class movement in other 
countries fa:ds, it will strike a mortal blow 
at the Rcyolution in Russia. And no "con1-
mcrcial and trade relations'~ can help Russia· 
in that event. Why after aU, snould the 

c:tpitalist world, capitalist America included, 
need "commercial relations" with Socialist 
Rns~Ja, while the cherished hope of the 

cntiFe capitalist. world is somethit~g greater, 
namelY ~ to crush the revolutionary re­
~i sta n;e of the Russian proletariat, to ~up­
p!·css Socialism in ]\ussia, and then swallow 
the whole of Russia~with all her commerce, 
trade ancl natural resources? 

l_' nder present da:y politkal conditions, the 
revolutionary movement of the proletariat 

in all countries is the main thing, is the cen-
t ,pr cJf rrravitation is everything~both for 

...__ :--, ' "' 

pmletarian Russia and for the emancipation 

of the proletariat of a11 the ·world Thu suc­
cess or failure of the proletarian m.ovement, 

the strength of the Bolshevist movement in 
countries ruled by capitalism, is at the pres-
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I RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY CITY COM­

MITTEE, LEFT WING SECTION, 

~ SOCIALIST PARTY, LOCAL 

~ NEW YORK, APRIL 14, 

~ 1919. 

WH E H E:\S. Comrade L. C. A. K. }.'fartens 

has been appointed by the Russian Socialist 
Federated Soviet Republic as its rt'presenta­

tiYc in the U. S. of America, and 

\\'HE I~ EAS. the form of government cs­

tahli,;hc·d in Russia by \\'orkmen, Pe:.tsants anrl 

Soldiers represents the highest idea1s of the 

rn·olutionary Socialists workingmeli of the' 
\-odd, there:ore be it . 

RESOL \'ED. that we greet most cordially . 

their r~!)rc,;_entatiYe, :·~mrade ::\iartens, and as-

sm·e hnn ot ulH mHhYHied· ~upport. -~ 

lp 
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cnt nioment a barometer of the · · fa\·orable," 

or openly hostile, attitude of capitalist gov· 
ernments towards Soviet Russia. 

The establishment of commercial int<T 

course between Russia and capitalist coun­
t:·ies, with an its intrinsic au vantage.s for 

the economic life of Russia, i~ on her sidt 

to a certain l'!egree similar to the signing of 
lhe Brest J'jtovsk treaty, merely a means t<• 
"gain tinle," 

All the forgoing, in our opinibn. tends k 

indicate a "line of behaviour" for the revolu­
tionary Socialist organizations of the .'\meri 

cc-"n proletariat, as wei~ as for Comrade ~Jar· 
tens as the representative of the ]{ussian 
Sovie·t Government. 

The center of his attention, the ever· 
constant «eompass'' directing- his a:·ti1·it_' 

here, should be the in~ercst:-; ,,j' the re1·ulu· 

tionary Socialist nnvcn:e;: t <PI lung the 
American proletariat, the iuterhts uf the 

advanced guard, the hope and g;i:t:·a;Jtee l)t 

the success of that m·n·ement --the Left 

\Ving of the American Socialist Party. 

VVe are fully aware· that in l1is maHifuld 
activities he may not ahvays, or even fre­

quently, be in a position to act under the 

banner of the Left \Ving; but he should take 
. great care that his attitude does not provide 

"bait" fot" tbe Right and "~Ioderate" socia1-

opportunists, thereby unconsciously to "stah 
in the hack" the only buhv~trl.;: and hope of 
proletari~n Russia -·those, whom it invites to 
its International Communist Congress­
the Left Socialist \\'ing. 

With these. wishes, whieh are at the same 

tinie Bolshevist greetings to Comrade Mar­
tens, we conclude our article. 

VVe helieve that the "compass" l·ecom­
tnended by us, 1and revolutionary Bolshevik 
sensitiveness, will help Comrade Martens 

to orientate himself in difficult moments, and 

will guarantee success to his coming seriou'; 
and responsible work. 

\Ve heartily wish Trim that success. 
~~-o-~~ 

1'1te Jewish Federation of 111c Socialist 
Party, \vhich is one of the most powerful 

props Of the Right \Virtg, and whose action 

in "reorganizing" Downtown Jewish Branch 
2, threatens to chan'ge a normal Left \Ying 

Branch into an abnormal Right \\'i"1g 
Branch, is pu'blishing a magazine ;:ailed The 

International. This magazine, c,-idently 
with the idea· of camouflaging its Right 
\Ving femiencies, t-epl'inted in its first num­

ber an article by Comrade John Reed from 
The Liberator. 

Comrade Reed gave and gives no pennis­
sion to The International: or any other Right 

\Ving Socialist paper to reprint his artidcs. 

The Left \Ving endorses only one Je\Yi:<h 
paper in New York, Der Kampf, mgan of 
the Jewish Le.ft \i\Ting. 

--o-

On Sa:ttrr<lay evening, April 10. the Cen­
tral Committee oi Local Kings instructed 

the ENectitive Committee to send copies uf 
the Left Wing Manifesto and Prog-,:am to all 
men1bers of Local Kings; a1id to can ,. 

Borough meeting for ".\f'ay 11. to consH1er 

the· q1'1estien 1-:1f endorsing tlw Left \Ying 
Manifesto and Progrom. 


