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Soviet Russia and the World 
I X THE (larke!'t hours of trial of the Ru!>sian Work­

ers Rc\·olution. during the past year, when the 
Ru~~ian masses stri\'ing for industrial freedom 

and brotherhood of men met witlt savage attacks, not 
only physical but in the form of an organized campaign 
of lies a11l1 abuse aU over the world. the aim of which 
was to estrange the Russian masses from their fellow 
workers throughout the world and forever to dis­
l're(lit the cause of Socialism. the broad masses in 
:\meril'a itltuith'ely f-elt the injustice of the attacks 
and l'ourageously they spoke out their minds in the 
fare oi the \'ilifiers. This the Russian people know. 
and they wi\1 not forget it. They take it as proof of 
the fact that international solidarity of the wllrkers i~ 
not an ,empty word, .but it is based on real common 
interests which make laboring masses 'in different 
parts of the world, in spi.te of language. race an (1 
national differences, under!>tand their l'om1110n as­
piration!>. 

Soviet Russia has now been in existence almost 
a year and a half. It has left behilHI itself the prelim­
inary stages of the re\·olution. It has hecome deeply 
rooted in the consciousness of the workers and peas­
antry of Russia. Its power within Russia cannot be 
d1allanged by any group of opponents on their own 
accord. The forces of the enemies of the people 
are badly disrupted. Only with the help of foreign 
bayonets is it possible for a small group of former 
exploiters of Russia to make a stand against the 
united forces of the working people. 

But the Russian workers know who are those 
Kolchaks. Denikines, Semenoffs and others who are 
striving to overthrow the Sovret. They know that 
they represent the Russia of the Czar and the land­
lords. the Russia of the knout. the Russia which has 
gone forever and never will arise again. They know 
hy experience that wherever the Ko1chaks and Semen­
offs have even temporarily succeeded in· establishing 
them:;elves it has spelt new slavery for the workers in 
lhose territories. This is one of the reasons wI1\' So" 
,"il:t I<ussia not only has gained the unqualified arid de­
termined support of aU the laboring masses of Russia, 
who are willing to give their lives in defence· of th\! 
achievements of the workers revolution, but it has 
also lately convinced form~r opponents of the Gov­
ernment. such as, "right wing" Social Revolutionaries 
an(1 '''Mensheviki'' not only of the futuli!y of the op­
position to the Soviets and of armed intervention. 
hut of the great dangen; it in\'ol\'es to ali liherty in 
Russia. 

Tn Russia proper toclay you find no ck'11lents of any 
illlpOrlall('e who arc in favor of inter\r('ntion. It 
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is :llso no secret I divulge, when I say that workers 
in military uniform who have been sent to Russia 
from other countries to fight the Soviets. after having 
'heen told that they are there in order to liberate the 
Russian people from the oppression of the Bolshe­
viki. can find there scarcely ar.yonewho wants to be 
thus "liherated," but that 011 the contrary, the people 
want to he liberaterl from the KolC'haks. This has 
made many of the workingmen in uniforms quite 
Jluz~led. and 1 am sure that they are as eager to be 
friendly with the Russian workers as the Russian 
:\\,orkers are eag>~r to he friendly with them. The 
I{ussian workers cannot conceive why people of other 
countries can stand being induced to support reaction 
in Russia. and they are gratified to find that ill every 
country in the world there is a determined will among 
the masses to end military int-en'ention in Russian 
affairs. 

After having established themselves physically and 
politically, and after having gotten the moral support 
of the vast majority of the Russian workers and peas­
antrY, the Soviets are now confronted with the tre­
mendous problem of reorganizing the economic forces 
of the country on the basis of common interest of the 
toiling masses without an opportunity for exploitation 
of labor. The great work of reconstruction has been 
hampered not only by the natural difficulties of the 
transition period, and by lack of many materials due 
to the economic isolatiQn of Russia, but the necessity 
of defending the country against encroachments has 
of course also absorbed much energy which could 
have been used in constructive work. This is one 
additional reason why the Russian workers expect 
i11tervention in Russia to come to a speedy end, and 
I want to say right here that those who have been 
instrumental in making the Russian people expend 
much energy for the military defence of the country 
to the detriment of economic reconstruction are the 
last ones who have a moral right to blame or to accuse 
the Soviet Government of Russia for any shortcom­
ings that may be found in its work. 

In spite of all obstacles, however, Woe are seriously 
organizing all our powers in the work of reconstruct­
ion. Today when Soviet Russia sends her represent­
ative to the United States to estahlish economic rel­
ations ,hetween those two countries it does so consci­
OllS of her strength and of the problems involved. 

The purpose of the Russian workers is to create in 
Russia prosperity and freedom and by their example 
of the ability of the 'Working class to manage their 
own affairs, in practice to demonstrate the soundness 
of the principles of Communistic Socialism. 

Efforts have been made to picture SoYiet Russia 
as a menace to the peoples of the worM. as a new 
militaristic power. which has designs for supremacy 
everywhere, Those who take such a stancl either are 
unable or unwillillg to understand the real nature of 
the aspirations among the suffering masses in the 
world. 'Vhen we received the news of Hungllry's 
having established a:working class government along 
the lines of the Russian Soviet, w~ who know the 
facts. know that the revolution of Hungary was not 
as the Russian revolution was not. a thing engineered 
by a few agitators. The opponents of the workers 
revolutions. it seems to me, are either too profuse in 
their estim.ation of the genius and abilities of Bolshe­
vik propagandists or then they quite pitifully under­
estimate the intelligence of people in their countries. 
when they believe or pretend to believe that social 
revolutions here or there can he accomplished just 
by 'having a Bolshevik propagandist deliver a few 
talks and spend a little money in propaganda matters. 
Revolutions are not being made that way. They 
spring out of the social conditions in each and every 
place. Just as the Soviet Revolution was the only 
logical outcome of the determination of the Russian 
workers to free themselves from terrible oppr~ssion, 
which they knew could not be abolished by retain­
ing the foundations of the old social order, and the 
Soviet Government thus became the only hope of the 
downtrodden people, so the Hungarian revolution is 
an elementary force springing out of the conditions 
in that country, 

The Russian revolution has been the object of at­
tention in every country in the world, Much has 
been said about it and very much which is not true, 
It will be one of my main objects to place the Russian 
situation before the people of America in the light 
of actual facts, and I want once more to express my 
conviction that American workingmen and women, 
who up till now determinedly have refused to join in 
the chorus of vilification of the Russian revolution, 
will in the future as well retain their sympathy toward 
the Russian workers, and that they will translate this 
sympathy into all' attitude of understanding and sup­
port towards my efforts to establish friendly relations 
between America and Soviet Russia, thereby letting 
Soviet Russia profit from cooperation with the rest 
of the world and letting the rest of the worM profit 
from cooperation with Soviet Hussia. 

Problems of the Soviet Representative 
Til E COllsl'iOUS American proletariat tIll' other day 

greeted the appointment of a representath'e of 
the Sol'ialist Repuhlic of Hussia. C:l'1ehrations of this 
event are still going on. Everywhere meelings are 
heinJ! held to greet the Soviet Amhassador. Socialist 
:mcl lahor org:inizations all owr the country arc sl'11I1-
ing tt'legrams of greeting. lellers promising aid and 
co-operation in every way that may assist the l'anse 
f,f Soviet Russia. represented herl~ hy I .. C. .\. K. 
\Iartens. whil"h is al'tualIv the ('anse of Ih(' nll1SCiollS 
proletariat of the worhl,"":"'lhc l':lnsl' flf Ihe proletarian 
n',·olll.fioll in Russia. 

Btlt rhe re,'olutionary Socialist organizal ion,; of 'I he 
.\111erican proletariat would make a fatal error if they. 
~tarting with the idea that someone. wj.thout their aid. 
would take care of revoilltionan' Ru:<sia. lil11it the1l1-
~cl\'cs simply to greetings anll I;romisl's, They l11lt~t 
110t fail to translate this into n'\'olut iOlla n" :Il"i i,"il\'" 

Xot ior a single momcnt (10 we (louht the great ilil­
portance of the purely diplomatk al'ti,"ity of Ihl' So­
yiet representative. StilI less arc we indinl'd to d(luht 
the magic power of Russian g-olel-the 111agic inl1ucnl'l' 
of this g'old upon the minds and alt.tude pf the ;\111C­
rican plutonacy. which has already mani fl'stl'd il"r\ i 
in an nln'ious manner. . .. But. wilh :111 du,' a!1o\\"­
:l11t'cs for this. we consider it 11(,l'eS~aT\' t<l sound a 
warning to ·the .\mericall workers"--alHi 10 COll11'<H1l' 

~r artens hi111self- -a~ainst exaggcrat in~ t 11(' imporl­
:l1lce of purely e1iplomal il' anel t'0111 I llt'ITial :1l'1 i ,·il y 

"here. \\'e consider that it '\'(lull! hl' a f:ltal 111i~!:lk,' 
~hould these purcl~' diplol11ati,·-t'0I11111l'lTial ('fT. 'rl:; la" 
l'omt' -the centrc of his al'ti\'it ,'. 

E,·ielently. as concerns ;;dijllol11:1li,'" al'li,·ity. 1..'0111-
rade ~fartens himself dot's 110t l'I1I1'rt:lin am' ,,;cllti-
111el1ta,1 illusions. Tn an inten'iew i:.::<ucd h,' hi111 t hI' 
(Jlher clay. 'hc c1efiintely and l111f.'qni,·ol'ahl)" stall'c1: 
"The Hussian Socialist Fedt'ral ~O\·it,t ]{l'puhlil' doe~ 
not rare about political rel'ognition hy tht' l'nilt'l\ 
States .... All that we want i~ trade rel'og-l1iti"I1"" 
Comrade Martens perfectly understa11lb that. in a 
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worlel of capitalistic relations, commerce "is the real 
t hillg. an(l all else-nonsense." "Commerce" will cre­
'lte definite sol'ial-economic rel:ltions, a definite "equi­
lihril1l11 of sOt'ial fon'es." after whk-h, as Comrade 
;"lartens puIs it. "the fl.ag-;that is, political recogni-
t lon-will follow." . 

\\" t' woul(l like to go :I little further with this ahso-
11'Idy l'fllTel'·t. truly Marxian reasoning. \Ve shouM 
like 10 emphasize that COl11ll1crt'e itself. that is, the 
l'~1 al.I ishl11ent of l'ol11mercial relations between Russia 
amI the l'nited States, in its turn, will come only as 
:i rt'sult of definite social relations. the establishment 
II f a ddlnite equilibrium of social forces,-the very 
r'l11ilihriul11 on which depeuds the success itself and 
t];e sah'ation of the Russian Rcvolution, in general. 

COl11rade J .enin has repeatedly declared that the 
fiil:t1 triumph (or. im"ersely, the ruin) of the proleta­
rian revolution ill Russia depends on n'lIetll('r the r{"('­
oilltiol/ary 11/0;'('11/('/11 of the proletariat alld proletariatl 
r;;'o/l/tirl1l,~ ill .otll(',. c01l11trirs cOllie to the aid of the 
R lISSiall RI';'O/lIt;OIl. :\nd in this one finds the k('\' 
'r' al/ IIl1drrs((l/IdilIg of tllr pr('s('1lt political sitl/atiO/i. 

If re"olutionary 1110\'Cments of the proletariat in 
oiher rountries ronquer. then the conquests of the 
l;l1~~ianRc,·olution. the Russian SOl'ialist Soviet He­
puhlil'. will he sa\'cd: an(l. as a result. of course. ,,·iU 
n'l11t' "C(l111I11Crrial an(1 tra(lc" relations and all sorts 
"i other rc1aliolls. I f. on thr rontran·. re"olutionan" 
l,r"ll,tarian l11o,'elllenl~ ill other l'ountries fail. a Ill(,rtal 
hlow will be ~tru('k at thl' Russian Re'"olution. :\11<1. 
in that l','cnt, "commercial and trade" relations will 
not help." \\'e ought 110t to forget that the capitalist 
world. indl1lling capitalist Ameril'a. is not .very anxi­
ous for cOI11Jl1erl'ial relations 'with Socialist Russia. 
sinl'e lhe l'herished hope of the capitalist world is 
!'ol11et hing greater-to /Tllsh the reyolutionary resist­
ance of the Russian proletariat, ,to suppress Socialislll 

in Russia, and then swallow the whole of Russia, with 
all her commerce, trade and natural resources, 

In the prevailing poli~ical situation, the revolution­
ary movement of the proletariat is .the main thing, the 
~entre of gravity; it is tn'er~'t"il/rl. both in the interests 
.of proletarian Russia and in the interests of the eman­
cipation of the proletariat of the world. The sllccess 
or failure of the proletarian movement, tll(' yro'Wth of 
the BolsheT,jk fIIm'-cmcllt in cOllntries still ruled hv 
Capitalism, is serving. at t11is moment, as a harol11el;r 
of the "favorable" or hostile at~itutle of ('apilalist g-o,"­
ernments toward Soviet Russia. 

TI,e establishment of cOl11mercial an(1 trade relations 
between Russia and capitalist countries. with aU its 
independent value for the economic life of Russia, is. 
for Russia, similar to the signing of the Hrest-Lito\'sk 
treaty--a means to "win time.", .. 

All this, in our opinion, draws the "lille of behavior" 
ior the revolutionary Socialist organizations of tbe 
proletariat in America. as well as for Comrade Mar­
tens as representative of the Russian So\'iet Govern­
menr\:. 

The centre of his attention, the compass directing 
his activity here into proper channels, should serve 
the interests of the revolutionary Socialist movement 
of the American proletariat, the interests of the ad­
vance guard of the movement-tile left or Bolshedl' 
n':lIg of tile American Socialist Party. 

'Vt' are fullv aware in his manifold acth·itv. Com­
rade l\iartens'may 110t always or frequently"be in a 
posi-tion to act openly and definitely IIlldrr thr [JaII1lC,. 
of the left wing, though, ('SSl'1lI ially. he should always 
go under that banner: but he must carefully look after 
'and be 011 the lookout in order 110t to gh'e the prestige 
of So\'iet Russia to the right wing'. to the moderates 
anct social-opportunists. and thereby, perhaps uncons­
riottsly. stab the left wing in the back. It is this left 
wing which is the bulwark and hope of proletarian 
J{ussia, which Russia has called to its International 
,Comlllunist Congress. 
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