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THE REDS IN DIXIE

Who Are the Communists and What Do
They Fight for in the South?
By TOM JOHNSON

ROM Maine to the Gulf and from the Adantic to the
Pacific, the country has been rocked this year by the
greatest series of srrikes and labor disputes in all its history.
In every last one of chese strikes the issue of Communism
was raised. In the texrile strike, in the Birmingham coal
and ore mine serikes, in the General Serike in San Fran-
cisco, and in countless others, the strikers saw the Com-
munists on the picket lines, saw them fighting back the
scabs and facing the bayonets of the MNational Guaed.
Likewise in the struggles of the unemployed the workers
saw the Communists organizing and leading demonstrations
for more relief, steikes for higher wages on relief jobs—
saw them active in the workers' struggles everywhere,
Yet in spite of this, few people really know who the
Communists are and just what they are trying to do. The
bosses and the landlords in their newspapers, over the radio
and in the movies, tell the workers that the Communists
are all foreigners—mostly Jews—who in some way are
"against America” and are always stirring up rrouble. Here
in the South they say we wane to tear down the churches,
incite race riots, force whites to marry Megroes and even-
rually rurn America over to some foreign coun

ably Russia. Ewven some of the highly paid trade union
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leaders like Francis J. Gorman of the United Textile
Workers Union, Robert Moore of the Alabama Stare Fede.
racion of Labor, William Micch of the United Mine Work-
ers and others, repeat these stories and tey to stic up the
workers againse the "Reds”. A worker hardly knows what
to believe when he sees Communists leading picker lines,
working day and nighe to build powerful unions, and then
18 told that they are trying to wreck the unions and the
country, that they are "un-American”.

To puc an end to this confusion we propose o tell in
this booklet just whe the Communists are, whar they want
and how they expect to get it. We Communists have noth-
ing to conceal; we state our aims openly and honestly, Then
every worker muse decide for himself whether in his opinion
it is good or bad; whether he is with us or against us. We
are confident of the result.

WHO ARE THE COMMUNISTS?

First of all, they are working people. The great majority
of the members of the Communise Party are men and
women who work in textile mills, coal and ore mines, seeel
mille, on the railroads, in laundries, etc. OF course the
Communist Party also takes in sharecroppers, cash renters
and even small farm owners, but it does not fake in any
basses, or landlords, or rich farmers who work their land
with hired labor. In other words the Communist Party is
an organization of the poor people of this country.

But the bosses say that we ace all foreigners; that we
are "un-American”. How about that? The fact is, as every
schoolboy knows, that every single person in America, out-
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side of the Indians, either came here from a foreign country
or is descended from people who did. Some came larer than
others, thar is all. For instance, the MNegroes first reached
America 300 years age, but shall we say they are more
“American” than most Southern white workers, whose
people came to America 150 years ago, ot even later? OF
course not! The importane thing is that no marter when
these people of different nationalities arrived in America,
today most of them are working in American shops and
mines or are farming American land. Mative-born whire,
native-born Megre, foreign-born white, Jew or Genrile, Prot-
estant or Catholic, all work for the same bosses, get the
same wage-cuts, stand in the same soup lines when they are
unemployed, Some may be worse off than athers bue all
suffer alike under the rule of the bosses. Our Party mem-
beeship represents every section of the American working
class.

MNow we can see who the Communists really are: They
are workers, black and white, native and foreign-born, who
work in Amevican industries or cherve in American soup
lines. Who has a better right o call themselves Americans
than those who do America’s work?

WHAT DO THE COMMUNISTS WAMT?

We said the Communists are workers. To understand
just what they want let us first of all see what the work-
ers and sharecroppets of the South want and need.

If you are out of a job (and with millions unemployed
in the South, the chances are pretty good that you are)
you want most of all enough relicf to provide your family

&




with vufficient wholesome food, with o bome to live in
antd with clothes to keep them warm, Most workers want
their relief in cash so that they can spend it where they
want o and on the things they need most. If you have
a relief job you want decent wages and union conditions
on the job. . . . Now what abour the Communists? They
are fighting for these very things for every unemploved
worker in the country—and, what is more, they are win-
ming them,

It is clear that no unemployed worker can obtain betrer
relief simply by asking for it, with no organization to
back him up. Therefore the Communist Party does its best
to help the unemployed organize into Unemployment
Councils which will look our for their interests, just as
a trade union protects the interests of its members, and
will lead the fight for more relief. In the same way Com.
munists everywhere rake the lead in organizing the work-
ers on relief jobs in order to carry om a struggle for beeter
wages and conditions,

Way back in March, 1930, long before the Ameriean
Federation of Labor, the Socalist Party or any other
working class organization had even discussed the question
of unemployment, the Communises organized the first big
gatherings of the unemployed throughout the country o
demand unemployment relief. Tn MNew York City alone,
over 150,000 workers met in a great mass meeting on
March 6, to demand that the city immediately appropriace
money for unemployment relief, The meeting was at-
tacked by police and after a hard fight they finally broke
it up, but that same week New York City provided iee farst
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funds for unemployment velief. In Memphis, in July.
1933, the Communists led 5,000 white and Megeo relief
workers on strike and in one day wen an inerease of 15
cents a day for every relief worker in the ary, In Mew
Otleans, in the lacter part of 1934, a militant demonstra-
tion of unemployed forced the drty o continue relief
payments. These few examples (and we could give hun-
dreds more) show that the Communists not only say they
are in favor of more relief, bue that they also organize the
fight for it and =in it

WOREERS UNEMPLOYMENT IMSURAMNCE BILL

But the Communist Party realizes that hand-outs from
relicf offices alone can never solve the problem. There-
fore it has drafred and has presented to Congress the
Workers' Unemployment, Old Age and Social Insurance
Bill (H.R. 2827). This bill provides that every umem-
ployed warker, without exception, shall receive from the
government no less than 10 cash per week and §3 adds-
tional for every dependent in his family, during the
whole period in which he ir unemployed. The money for
these payments is to be provided by the government
and the employers through inberitance and mcome taxes.

The Waorkers' Bill also calls for the establishment of
old age, sickness, maternity, industrial injury and disabil-
ity insurance, at the same compensation as that in the case
of unemployment.

This bill, the only bill that provides for immediate cash
payments to these who are out of work roday, has already
been introduced in the United Seates Congress. It has
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been endorsed by 2,400 A. F. of L. trade union locals, five
international unions, and by thousands of workers' clubs
and fraternal orders.  All told, over a million workers have
agreed o support it,  If still more organizations endorse
it and enough workers get behind it and demand its pas-
sage, Congress will be forced to enact it into law. Then,
for the first rime, Ametican workers will be assured of a
regular cash income, when they can't find jobs.

Under pressure of the growing mass demand for the
enactment of the Workers' Bill, H.R, 2827, President
Roosevelr presented proposals to Congress for whar he calls
“economic security”. They are embodied in the Wagner-
Lewis Bill, at this writing pending before Congress. How
do they compare with the Waorkers' Bill?

FAKE SECURITY

Roosevelt's proposals, as a U, 5. Senator put it, are
"just a bit of cheese in a trap o catch the mice”, It will
sutfice if we mention here but a few of their chief faules
from the standpoint of the workers' needs,

The unemployment insurance section provides not one
penny for the many millions who are now unemployed.
It sets a limit in the benefir payments at one-half of the
worker's weekly wages, but in any case no more than
#15. It will affect ﬂﬂ!i}" industrial workers and :rnlj.' in
those states which will pass legislation to that effect. It
allows the states to tax the wages of the employed workers,
A worker losing his job is o ger no help for four weeks,
and after thae can get benefir payments for 1o longer than

15 weeks.
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The Communist Party therefore calls upon the workers
to fight against Roosevelt’s fake “economic security” pro-
posals and for the enactment of the Workers’ LInemploy-
ment, Old Age and Social Insurance Bill, HR. 2827.

Can any worker, or honest leader of the workees, find
Eault with this position of the Communist Parry? Can he
refuse to join with us in this struggle for more relief and
for the passage of the Warkers' Bill? We don't see how
he can do it and justify his action. Mo, the only ones who
will oppose this program are those who want to beteay the
workers, oe those who have been misled by the bosses’ fairy
tales about the Communists.

ROOSEVELT S M.R.A. FORCES LOWHST WAGE SCALES
IN COUNTRY ON 50UTH

If you arve lucky enough to have a job, what do you
want? You would be an uncommon soer of worker if
you didn't want higher wages. The NRA. Textile Code
calls for a wage of $12 a week (if you work a full week) .
fn coal mining it is §3.80 a day. In the saw-mills and
ather sections of the lumber industry the N.R.A. Code
cets a scale of 24 cents an houe, In steel it ealls for 25
conts an hour in the Gadsen district and 27 cents in Bar-
mingham. The Birmingham Laundey Code fixed a wage
of 14 cents an hour for Negro women—untl a strike
Forced them to agree to a minimum of #6.56 for a 40-hour
week, Can any worker live on wages like these and raise
his family in decency, to say nothing of comfort? Let any
cextile or steel worker, or miner, tell you how mueh he has
in his pay envelope after house rent, store bill and work-
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ing supplies are checked off. Ir's generally nothing bur
& FOOsc CEE.

Besides providing for such starvation wages President
Roosevelt’s M.R.A. has established the principle thar a
Southern worker shall be paid less money for the same
work than a Northern worker. Wages have always been
lower and working conditions worse in the South than in
any other section of the country (and we will diseuss later
on why this is so), but now the United States Government,
by means of the so-called Southern "differential”, has made
lower wages for us Southerners into a law, backed wp by
the whole pomer of the government. For example, the
Southern textile worker is supposed to receive a minimum
of ¥12 a weck and the Northern textile worker 813, The
Southern steel worker gets 25 cents an hour and his North-
ern brother gets a minimum of 40 cents. If you mine
coal in Birmingham you get $3.80 for day work (if yeaar
boss lives up to the code). For doing the same job in
Pennsylvania you would gee #5.

A. F. OF L. LEADERS VOTED FOR LOWER WAGES IN S0UTH

And the strange part of it is thae several trade wnion
leaders (but not Communists!), including President Me-
Mahen of the Uniced Textile Warkers and John L. Lewis,
President of the Uniced Mine Workers, belped write these
codes and voted for the N.R.A. wage differentials, nhich
give Southern workers the lowest wages in the caumiry.
Of course, these gentlemen don't have to live on these
wages themselves. McMahon collects a peincely salary
from the money the textile workers pay into the usion in
i




dues, and Lewis gets $12,000—just abour I3 nimes more
than a member of his union gets in the South.

Then there is the speed-up and strecch-out. A weaver
for the Piedmont Mfg. Co. testified at a federal hearing
in South Carclina that he wotked 118 looms, and that ne
weaver for the company had less than 94. The American
Weool and Cotton Reporter, not satished with this, said,
on October 25, 1934, thar the objective in the industry
should be 150 looms per weaver.

Working under such condidens a man is wom out,
ready for the scrap heap before he is forty. Moreover,
when one man does the work of two it means curting some-
one out of a job, and so the speed-up helps swell the ranks

of the unemployed.

How have the bosses made our under the N.RA?  Ac
cording to the figures of the United States Government
the profits of the big corporations increased 60 per cent
during the year of the M.R.A, That looks as if these
companies could afford to pay us decent wages—but did
they do it? On the contrary, during the same period the
real wages of American workers, that is, their ability ro
purchase goods thar they need, went down 1 per cent.
This was admicted by Richberg in his reporr to Roosevelr,
which said that average wages increased 8.5 per cent from
June, 1933, to June, 1934, while the cost of living increased
9.6 per cent during that period. Tt begins to look as if the
Communists were right when they said, over a year and a
half age, that the M.RE.A. and Roosevelt's whole program, in
spite of all its fine promises to the workers, aimed to help
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only the biggest bosses, and not the working class and poor
farmess,

COMMUNISTS FIGHT FOR MIGHER WAGES

Instead of blindly accepeing the N.RA. program as the
leaders of the American Federation of Labor propose,
which in most cases has lowered wages rather than raised
them and has forced the lowest wage scales in the country
on the Southern wockers, the Communist Party calls on
the workers and their oeganizations to fight for the follow-
ing demands:

L. General wage increases in all industrics to keep up
with the rising cost of living.

2. An end 1o the infamons N.R.A. Southern "differen.
tial” and equal pay for the same work for white and Negre,
North and South,

3. No more stretch-out and speed-up in the mille and
mines. Tz speed of work to o vegulated by the trade
HITHERT,

4. The 30-howr, fiveday week with no reduction in
wages, af o zieans of cending at least a part of the un.
emploved back to work.

We all know thae the bosses will never grant these de-
mands willingly, They will only be granted when the
workers, by theit organized power and fighting abiliey,
foree the bosses to grant them. Therefore the Communist
Party steives with all its serength to build a powerful teade
unton movement in the South and throughoue the country.

Bur what kind of a trade union movemene shall we
build? We want to see unions built which will serve the
12




workers and not betray them; unions led by men who
can win strikes and not simply lead them to defeat. Un-
fortunately for the workers, most of the unions in the
Sonth today are led by men who either do not Enow how
to win strikes which will improve the conditions of the
workers, or else do not want to win them. This is a
serious charge, bur by an examination of a couple of re-
cent strikes (all we have space to deal with) we shall
prove that every word of it is true.

HOW THE A F. OF L LEATVERS LOST THE ALABAMA
MINE STRIKES

Alabama workers will remember the bitterly fought coal
and ore mine strikes in Birmingham lasc spring {1934).
In April both the coal and ore miners were preparing
to seeike for higher wages and the recognition of their
unicns. At the same time the steel workers were talking
strike and their union had even ser a date for a navonal
strike (June 15), if their demands weee noc granted.
Mow, almost all of these workers, coal and ore miners and
steel workers, are emploved by the same big steel com-
panies. In other words they were all preparing to fight
the same bosses. In order to win the demands of all these
workers in the shortest possible time and with che least
hardship to them, the sensible thing ro do was to send
them all into one solid strike at the same time. The Com-
munist Party proposed cthis policy long hefore the strike
and the workees agreed with ir. But the officials at the
head of these unions, Bill Mitch of the United Mine
Workers (coal miners’ union), Lipseomb and Cole of the
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Mill, Mine and Smelter Workers (the union of the ore
miners), Crawford of the stes]l workers’ union, had dif.
ferent ideas. They refused to call the men all out ar one
fuime,

The resule was thae the coal miners struck in April by
themselves, and after two serikers had been murdered they
were sent back to the mines defeated, without o single
demand won.

Juse ome week after the coal miners returned to work
Cole and Lipscomb called out the ore miners—aleo alone.
The same thing happened. They struck alone and they
lost alone, after six more strikers had been murdered by
sherifts and the Mational Guard. The leaders of the
steel workers refused to allow their men to strike ar all,
and as a result the union in the mills is falling apart and
the boss-controlled company unions are growing by leaps
and bounds,

Both of these strikes could have been won, if the coal
and ore miners had both gone our together, with the sup-
port of the steel workers. And, remember, the workers
wanted to strike together. Tt was their leaders who pre-
vented it and who are responsible for the loss of both
strikes.

It does not marter whether Mitch and Lipscomb and Cole
and the rest of the high union officials simply made miseakes
in these strikes due to their own stupidity, or whether they
actually sold them out to the steel companies, the result
was the same. Officials like these have no right to call
themselves “labor leaders”. They should be run oue of
14




their well-paid positions and sent back to the mines to
sweat for their 33.80 a day.

HOW GORMAMN "LED" THE TEXTILE STRIKE

Mow let us take a look at the grear rextile steike. Befare
the strike the Communist cextile workers proposed to the
other members of the United Textile Workers Union and
to the union officials, that cthe strike be conducted along
the following lines:

1. That the whole industry be called on strike the firse
day.

2, That mass picker lines be established and kept up
before every mill.

3, That a naticnal campaign be scarted ar once to raise
relief For the strikers.

4. That there be no achitration of demands and no
settlement of the serike uneil the srrikers had vored on
and approved the terms of the settlement.

The Communists warned the strikers that the high officials
of the union mighe ery o betray the strike and it advised
them to take charge of things themselves, by electing ac
each mill committees from their own ranks to lead the strug-
gle, Furthermore, the Communist Party warned the strikers
not o believe the tall talk of Gorman (the Mational Secre-
tary of the UT.W. who was in charge of the strike), who
said that President Roosevelr was behind the strike and char
Roosevelt would see to it that the strikers received federal
relief, chat the National Guard would not be called out,
erc. The Communists warned especially against any fake
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strike sertlement which Gorman might ery to pur over at
the requese of Roasevelr.

Gorman and MecMahen and the rest of the LLT.W.
officials decided on another policy. Firsc of all they re-
fused to call the whole industry out at once. They called
out the cotton mills cthe firse day, a few days larer the
woolen mills and part of the hosiery mills, and a week
or so later the silk mills, The rayon mills were never
called out. This weakened the serike from che stare, Then
they tried to stop the mass picketing and the flying squad-
rons which the workers had organized themselves, in many
¢ases over the opposition of the officials, and which had
pn;;fed the best means of getting the workers out of the
mills.

ROOSEVELT BETRAYS THE TEXTILE STRIKERS

OFf course, as the Communists had foretold, all che ralk
about Roosevelt backing up the strike, supplying federal
relicf and refusing to allow the MNarional Guard o be
used, was just so much hot air.  The Marional Guard was
called out in seven States—in Georgia, MNorth Carolina,
South Carolina, Mississippi, Rhode Tsland, Maine and
Connecticut—and before they got through, Roosevelt's
Guardrmen had murdered 16 strikere. Further, at the re-
quest of the Governor of Rhode Island, President Roose-
veit announced in the papers that he was preparing to
send the United States Army into Rhode Island o break
the steike. However, before the Army could get chere; the
Rhode Island National Guard succeeded in murdering two
mote strikers and in pretry well breaking the strike, so the
18




regular Army was not needed. This is the way Gorman's
friend, President Roosevelt, backed up the textile strikers,
But Gorman, with Roosevelt's help, had not yer finished
his job of breaking the serike.

LEADERS SELL OUT TEXTILE STRIKE

Suddenly, when the strike was at its very height and
ill spreading, the U.T.W. officials called off the srike
withou! consulting the stvihers and without a single de-
mand granted. The workers were ordered back fo the
mills under the came conditions against which they struck,

How did the ULT.W. officials attempe to justify this
action? They said President Roosevelr had asked them to
end the strike and that he had guaranteed thar all the
strikers would be raken back withour discrimination, and
that their demands would be "investigated” by a committee
which he would name. You would think char after the
way Roosevelt had already acted in the rextile serike, and
the way the “impartial boards” he appointed months agn
to investigate conditions in the steel and auro industries
had refused the workers wage increases and union recog-
nition, any trade union leader would have had just about
a belly-Full of Roosevelt’s “promises”. You would chink
that by chis time these leaders would tealize thar these
so-called “impartial” boards are always controlled by the
bosses and mever decide anything important in faver of
ehe unions. But not the TLTW. officials! They jumped
at this offer with both hands and ordered the serikers
back ro work.

The workers were stunned.  They wanted to continue
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the struggle, but Goeman's announcement had broken the
backbone of the strike, so they tried to get back to their
jobs—and prompely found thar over 40,000, including
the best union fighters and local leaders, were locked out
or permanently blacklisted. So much for the promises of
that "great friend of Organized Labor™, President
Roosevelr,

Sixteen strikers murdered, 40,000 blacklisted, nor one
demand granted, and still the UT. W, officials have the
gall to call this a "victory”. We call it the most shameful
betrayal in the Fistory of the trade wnion movement and
a majority of the textile workers are fast coming to call
it the same thing.

WHOQ T8 "WRECKING THE UNIONS":?

These are the policies and chese are the leaders wha are
wrecking the trade unions and bringing lower wages and
worse conditions to millions of American working men
and women. All their shouting about the "Reds” destroy-
ing the unions will not change these faers. And this is
not at all surprising. When men draw salaries of From
A3.000 ro $20,000 a vear as most of these “leaders™ do,
they begin to think like bosses and act like bosses—and to
forget the interests of the workers whom they are supposed
0 represent.

The Communist Party is unalterably opposed to such
policies and such “leadership”. We propose that the
rank-and-file members, the men and women who pay the
dues and form the union membership, take charge of their
own organizations and run them along lines which will
18




insure the winning of serikes and not their invariable de-
feat. In order to do this job, we propose that the unien
members who agree that it is necessary, organize a siruggle
inside their owm local union and on a national scale for
the following program:

|. Democracy in the unions. Every official to be elected
by the membership and not appointed by other officials.
{As Bill Mitch, who was run out of Indiana by the miners,
was appointed President of District 20 by John L. Lewis,
the International President of the TIM W A, without the
members in the Distrier having a word to say in the
matter.) Every official subject to recall from his position
at any time by a majority vote of the membership.

2. A general policy of struggle (by strike actions, erc.),
for the needs of the workers, and not a policy of the union
“cooperating” with the bosses and the strike-breaking
MN.RA. Mo arhitration of disputes. (Remember the "ar-
bitration™ of the textile strike!)

3. Immediate preparations for strike action, if necessary,
in all industries, for higher wages. A well organized cam-
paign to bring into the unions the unorganized workers,

4. Mo more trust in, or cooperation with, the strilee-
I:ln:ll;ing MEA, Labor Bl:la.n:l.s.. Mediation Bn.'l.l'dﬂ, BIc.
Immediate resignation of all wnion officials from such
boards as they are now serving on

5. Mo more 10- and 20thousand-dollar-a-year “labor
leaders™. Union officials to receive the same wages as the
members of union.

6. Equal right in the unions for Megroes, women and
18




young workers. Mo discrimination against MNegroes in
the union or on the job,

7. Mo discrimination against union members because of

their religious or political beliefs.

To put this program into effect the Commumnists in the
trade unions are aiding in the organization of renk-and-
file committees in every local union. These eommittees
represent the interests of the rank-and-file membership,
and are leading the struggle within che unions for the
Rank-and-File Program outlined above. Only when we
have convinced 2 majority of the union members of the
correctness of this program and of the necessity of fighting
for it, will the membeeship be able to remove the officials
who have betrayed them and transform the unions ineo
the fighting weapons of the working class, which they can
and should be.

This, in brief, is the Communise Party program in che
trade unions. Ts it a program for “wrecking the ynions”,
as the highly paid officials, from William Green of the
A. F. of L. on down, would have you believe? On the
comtrary, it is the only program which will tove the union:
and vebuild them into powerful organizations which can
and will win higher wapes and better conditions for mil-
lions of workers. The only thing this program will wreck
is the opportunity of incompetents (to use ne stronger
word) like Francis J. Gorman, Bill Mitch, etc., to draw
down their far salaries every menth—and that is just why
these gentlemen fight it and lie about the Communists,
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WHAT D3 THE SHARECROPPERS MEEDM

Now, let ur say that you are a sharecropper, or a cash
renter, or even a farmer who owns a bit of land he works
himself, what do you need most of all today? The fiest
thing the poverty-stricken croppers and small farmers in
the South need is enough fo eat. Mowhere in the whole
country is there as much hunger, suffering and acrual star-
vation as on Southern farms. Second, che cropper and
cash renter want the absolure right to gin and sell their
share of the crop themselves without interference from che
landlord. They wane, if they are to live they must have,
lower rent. They want the checks mailed farmers by the
government, for land lefr our of cultivation, sent direct to
them and not to the landlord. And they don’t want the
landlord’s, or the storekeeper’s, or the banket's name on
the check either. Thar check must be theirs to do with
as they see ht.

They want the repeal of the insane Bankhead Bill, which
forces farmers to restrice the planting of food and other
staple crops, while the farmers themselves and millions of
others go hungry. They want a stop put to the foreclosure
of mortgages on small farms, to the eviction of any
cropper, renter of poot owner from the land he works,
and an end to the practice of seizing tools and stock for
debts. They want the wiping out (cancellation) of all
debes and obligations which the cropper and poor owner
cannot pay back because the prices he receives for cotton,
corn and tobacco are so low. They want full school terms
Fet theie children, free school books and free buses o
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carry the children o and from school. And finally the
MNegro croppers want freedom from the chains of semi-
slavery which bind them to the landlord.

The farm workers, the cotton pickers, choppers, etc,
want higher wages, an eighthour day and the right
organize and strike.

THE COMMUNISTS FIGHT FOR THESE DEMANDS

Isn't this just about what the croppers and poor farmers
of the South want and need? Well, these points were
copied almost word for word from the program of the
Communist Party in the South. The Communist Party
i leading the fight for every last one of these demands.
Moreover, the Communise Party saw to it that in the 73rd
and 74th sessions of Congress bills were introduced con.
taining these demands and providing in addition for the
appropriation by the government of two billion dollars for
immediate cash relief for the starving croppers and poor
tarmers.

As a vital part of this scruggle for the needs of the
ceoppers, the Communises in the South have aided greatly
in the organization of the Sharecroppers Union, which
today has over 8,000 members in the heart of the Black
Belt. Thir year, through it+ militant struggle, the Share.
creppers Lnion has won the right to gin and cell their
ownt cotton for large numbers of croppers and renters,
It has forced the county relief stations to give groceries and
clothes to hundreds of farm families. As this is written,
it is in the think of a fight in Lee and Tallapoosa Counties
in Alabama, to force the planters to pay a minimum of $1
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a hundred and $13 a manth food allowance to the cotton
pickers. Already these demands have been won on some
plantarions. All over the countey the Communist Parry
is helping to organize the renters and poverty-stricken own-
ers for similar struggles.

Can any cropper or small owner afford to reject this
program and say he is opposed to it? Will it hurt the
farmers of the South or will it help them? Of course it
will help every poor farmer in the South—and that is why
the Communist Parcy fighes for such a program.

WHY WAGES ARE LOWER AMD CONDITIONS WORSE
IN THE SOUTH

The eruly teerible position of the Southern cropper—
always underfed, ragged and often barefoot even in winter,
denied the right to sell his own crop, chained I:j.' debe to
a landlord who usually trears him little becter than a slave
—is typical of the conditions of life and work of the
whaole working population of the Seuth. Here wages are
lower, hours longer and relief scarcer and harder to get
than in any other section of the councry.

Maor is it just comefined ro wages and hovrs. The whole
level of life is lower and more backward south of the
Mason and Dixon line. Scheol terms are shorter and
there are fewer schools (particularly for MNegroes). No-
where in the country are there so many grown men and
women who have never had a chance to learn to read and
write. Methods of torture such as the chain gang, the
dng house and the lash, ||:|ngag|:| outlawed in most coun-
tries, are still in common use in our jails and prisons.
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And it is no accident thar Memphis and Biemingham have
more murders and shootings in proportion o their popu-
lation than any other city in the world. Here, too, pella-
gra, the bloody flux and a half dozen other starvation
diseases flourish as they do nowhere else.

And here the oppression of the working people by the
bosses and grear landlords know no limit. Half the popu-
lation is denicd even the fundamental right to vore by
means of Jim Crow regulations and the poll tax. Tradi-
tional American liberties, supposedly guaranteed by the
Constitution, such as the right to gather in mass meetings
to protest grievances, the right o publish working class
newspapers, etc,, are teampled enderfoor. Union organ-
izers are murdered and strikers shot down with machine
guns, while protest against this bloody rule is followed by
KKK, raids and often a Iynching,

How does all this happen? Why is the South more
backward than the North? Why is it that Southern work-
ers must suffer more than chose in the North or the West?
It isn’t hard to figure out. There are two main causes:

First, the fact that before the Civil War the dave system
prevented the South from developing industry and kept it
poorer than the North, where big shops and factorier were
springing up all over the land, The real induserial develop.
ment in the South began only since the World War and
especially during the postwar period. This development
came about as a resule of heavy investments by Narthern
capitalists. That is why so manv mines, mills and face-
wories that have opened in the South, like those of the

Tennessee Coal and Iron Corporation, are owned by
24
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Morthern bankers and bosses. Thar is why since that
time the South has been more or less under the control of
the greaest bankers and bosses in this country with head-
quarters in Wall Screes.  Even those Southern bosses who
do own mills and mines are tied up with the Wall Streer
finance rmagnates who dominate the Southern industries,
The Morthern capitalists saw fit to invade the South
because they faced more and more resistance in the MNorth
on the part of the workers who were organizing into unions
and striking for better conditions. The Northern bosses
and bankers saw a fertile feld in the South, where they
could rake advantage of the face that the workers had a
lower standard of living and knew almost nothing of
erade unions. And they hoped to perperuate chis condi-
tion, and low wages, by taking advantage of the division
among the workers due to crcumstances shown below.
The second reason why wages ave lower and conditions
werse i the South, is the fact that slavery in the South
har mever Peen completely aboliched. Tt is true thar a
Megro worker cannot be bought and sold like an animal
any more (although there are cases whers this has been
donz farely in the Black Belr), bur ne one who thinks the
questien over would say that the MNegroes are free today.
Megroes are a part of the working class, in some induscries
they are in the majority, and yet they can't vote, and
are liable to be lynched if they try to organize. In the
Black Belt the Megro croppers are in even worse shape—
with few mare rights than a slave had in the old days. Now,
hom cam the working clase put up a real fight agatngt wage
cuts, long howrs and starvation, as long as almost one-half
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the workers are not really FREE but are practically slaves?
It is clear that the white workers cannot dﬂcr:rﬁ fo fm-
things ar long as the Negroes are in chains,

W?:# .ﬂﬂﬁpumm is the fact that the old traditions of
slavery are wsed—and wsed successfully—to divide the
white and Negro workers. We have seen in the Alabama
coal and ore strikes and in the textile strike what happens
when the ranks of the workers are divided and they fail
to act together. This very division between black and
white in the South is largely responsible for forcing lower
wages and worse conditions on every Southern worker—be
he white or Black. Let us see just how it works,

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WHITE ANMD MEGRO
ARE DIVIDED

Any worker who has been through a strike in the South
knows something abour it. Let us take a foundry, far
example, where 30 white and 50 Megro moulders are em-
ployed. Let us say that all the whites belong to the Mould-
ers [Inion and thar their local refuses to admic Megroes to
membership (and many Southern Locals of the Moulders
Uinion do bar Negroes) on the usual ground char colored
moulders are just "niggers” and should not be allowed
to join an organization of the “superior” whites. More-
ower, let us suppose that the white moulders and their
Llnion are :m:l:i.nuallf trying to get the boss to fire the
Megroes and hire whites in their place {and this is going
on in almost every foundry in the South that employs both
white and colored moulders). And last, let us say that the
Megro moulders are getting less pay for the same work
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than the whites {and this is the usual ching in the South)

Then there is a wage cut and the whites are cur w the
same pay as the Megroes. They decide to serike. They
ask the MNegroes to come our with them, for they realize
that unless the MNegro moulders also strike, they cannot

to win. As soon as the boss gers wind of the strike

he rushes to the MNegeoes and rells them the old stoey,
"Why should you strike together with that white trash?
They refused to accept you in their union, they abused
you in the shop and then even tried to ger me to fire all
of you and hire white men in your place. If you boys go
out and help them win they'll scart the same thing all over
again when they get back in the shop. Better stick with
me and get some of your colored friends to come in and
break the strike of this white trash. I'll see that you col-
ared boys get a square deal™,

Mow those Negre moulders may steike or they may fall
for the fine promises of the boss and refuse to go owr—
and considering the treatment they have received from the
white workers, who could blame them if they refused o
strike?  And if they don't strike the chances are 100 to |
that the while moulders will lost their strike. Whaose fault
will ir be if they do lose through lack of support from the
Megroes? Their own, of course!

If the Megro moulders go on strike, the boss merely
works the same trick in reverse.  He brings in white mould
ers as strike-breakers and he sings chem a different tune:
"Those strikers are just a bunch of dirty 'miggers’ any-
way. It isn't like scabbing on white men. And besides,
if you'll help me break the serike T will agree to do what
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vou have always wanted—kick all the ‘niggers’ out and
hire only white moulders. Come on in and take the jobs;
we whites have got to stick together againse those black
apes.” And so the serike is broken.

This is the way the boss-inspired idea of “white supe-
riority” always works out in practice. Wherever it is ac
cepted it results in broken steikes, smashed unions and the
lowest wage scales in the country. It has done far more
than any other one thing to keep wages at starvation levels
throughout the South.

THE QUESTION OF 50CIAL EQUALITY

Many white workers will agree so far, and say, “Yes
it is rrue that white and coloted have to stick wgether
iy serikes and on the job, if they want to win anything.
I am in faver of that. And it may even be necessary to
give the Negro the vote in order thar we working peaple
can elect some of our own kind to office—men whe will
stick with us and not the bosses. Bur when it comes to
letting down the Jim Crow bas altogether and giving the
colored man social equality, I say nothing doing.”

This white worker forgets just one thing: That if you
want a man to fight your battles shoulder to shoulder with
you, vou have to treat him like a human being and a
brather long before the fight starts and all along the line,
It's a pretty poor sort of man who will treat another like
a hound dog all his life and then when he needs his help
come running to that same man for assistance. That
i exactly what white workers do when they rrear Negroes
like inferior people, often barring them from their unions
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or discriminating against them within the union, and then
ask these same Megroes to come out with them in case of
a strike, It must be said, to the everlasting eredit of the
Megroes, that in spite of such shabby treatment, they are
usually the first to strike and the best hghters once they
have seruck.

IS IT TRUE THAT WHITES ARE "SUPFERIOR"™ TO NEGROES!

We have seen how the bosses work the old "white supe.
riority” trick to break strikes and lower wages. MNow
whar abour the idea irself; is there any truth in it? The
answer is, none shafever. In the World War American
MNegro troops proved themselves to be among the best fight-
ing men in the whole world. In the fields of science, litera-
ture, music and art—in fact, wherever a good beain eounts
—Megro men and women have shown themselves to be
the equal of any race, once they have an equal opportunity.
The fndings of the greatest scientists and stodents of
racial characteristics all prove thar under similar condi-
tions the Megro is in no sense the inferior of the white
man. Finally, any whire worker who went through the
recent mine, textile or longshoremen’s strikes (to mention
only a few) knows that no more loyal and coorageous
union man exists than the Southern Negro.

WILL "WHITE SUPERIORITY" BRING BETTER CONDITIONS
T THE WHITE WOREERT

This fairy tale of "white superiority” is false from top
to bottorm—a lie carefully cultivated and drilled into the
minds of the white workers For juse one purpose—to split
the ranks of the mn']-:ing ;Iﬂm and weaken the ﬁ:ghting;




powee of the workers. Does it fill the stomach of the white
worker when be ir starving to believe that he is supervior
to the Negro? Does it get bt Hgﬁﬂ wages and Betier
conditions? Of course mot! It serves the interest of but
one class and one alone—the bogses, the capitalist class.

Just as the Communist Party hghts any other anti-
working class policy of the bosses, so too it fights the idea
of "white superiority”. And it fighes it in the only prac-
tical way it can be fought: by organizing and leading the
daily struggles of the Negro people for full equality in
every field of life, and above all by drawing the white
workers inko the fmfrmr of these battles.

By means of demonstrations and joine protests of white
and Megro workers the Communist Party leads the struggle
to end discrimination against Megroes in the distribution
of relief and jobs, and on the job. T gives expression o
its demand for equal political rights by running MNegro
candidates for office in the heart of the South, as it did
in the last elections, and by organizing a narional campaign
for the right of Negroes to vote in the South, In che
Scottsbore case of legal lynching the Communises have
roused the whole world of Labor to protest against the
death verdicr passed on these innocent MNegro boys by a
Southern boss-controlled court, and have saved the boys
from the electric chair for three long years.

Omly the Communist Party has called for the organiza-
tion of defense groups of white and Megro workers o
procect the MNegro people from the lynch mobs of che
bosses and landlords by all possible means, and demands the
death penalty for all bymchers. Onmly the Communist Parey
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openly defies the Jim Crow laws and regulations of the
Southern ruling class and smashes these bars between
black and white wherever possible.

Diges all this mean that the Communist Party demands
thar white men must marry Negro girls or thar Negro men
must marry or sleep with white women? Of course not!
This is simply another lie of the bosses—and a presty
stupid one at that. The Communist Party does not ac-
tempt to order the personal lives of its members or any
worker. Whom a worker shall marry is up ro the man
and woman involved and no one else,

On the other hand every Southerner knows thar noth-
ing is more common than for whire men to sleep with
MNegro women—frequently in spite of the violent objection
of the woman, [Mor is it unknown for white women to
sleep with MNegro men. Ir's done under cover, thae's all.
These are facts which no one can deny. The Communist
Party proposes to put an end to this damnable sneaking,
around-the-corner and in-the-back-door stuff. While fore-
ing no white person fo marry ¢ Negro and no Negro to
marry a white person it demands the abrolute right of
white to marry Negro and Negro to marry white where
Both parties desire this, In other words it demands and
fights for complete and unrestricted social equality for the
Megro people in every field of human relations.

THE NEGROD PFEOFLE TN THE BLACK RELT

A large part of the MNegro people live in what is com-
monly known as the Black Belt. This territory, including
over 200 counties, strecches thousands of square miles in
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a continuous line, although erosing into several staves, In
this territory the Negro people are a majority of the popu-
lation, especially of the laboring population. Here it is
the Megroes who do the work, raise the corron and corn
and work in the turpentine and lumber camps.  The whites,
outside of a comparatively small number of croppers and
renters, are mostly landlords and bosses of one kind or
another.

Peactically since the beginning of its sewlement the
Megroes outnumbered the white by far. Tt is with their
toil, with their sweat and blood, thar the cotton plantacions
and all the other wealth of the Black Belr were developed.
For generations this has been and it still is the homeland of
the Negro people,  And yet, right in this territory, where
they are a majority of the population and produce all the
wealeh, the MNegroes are even more oppressed and explosed
than elsewhere.

Here, in the homeland of the Negro people, the Negroes,
although supposed to be free men under the law, have no
rights at all and are hardly better off than slaves. They are
bound 1o their plancations by a heavy burden of debts o
the landlords, Should a Megro attempe to escape this
slavery and leave the plantation, he runs the risk of being
arrested and sent to the chain gang.

In this territory the MNegro can be beaten, shor, lynched
by the first white landlord who may or may not have some
grudge against him. And the Negro can have no pro-
rection from the landlord-made and landlord-enforced law,
Here the land which they have tilled for generations is
owned by the white landlords. The government, and all its
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agencies, is in the hands of the worst enemies of the Ne-
groes, a handful of white bosses and landlords. In this
homeland of the Negro people, they are in the same con-
dition, if not worse, as are the native peoples in the colo-
nies who are held in subjection by armed force by foreign
eulers, As, for instance, the native peoples in India under
British rule.

THE QUESTION OF NEGRO RULE N THE BLACK BELT

The Communist Party believes that the MNegro people
in the Black Belt, if they are o be really free, should
have the right to control and govern this rerritory and ro
develop their life and their culture in their own way. It
believes that the Megro people in the Black Belt should
be secure from interference cither by the white bosses and
landlords in this cerritory or by the Wall Street gang and
the Federal Government which they conrrol.

This does not mean that we want to establish some sor
of Jim Crow State. On the concrary, the white croppers
and workers in the Black Belt would be welcome to stay.
They would have equal rights, would have a voice in the
government, and their rights would be fully protected. It
simply means that the Megro people, as the majority in
this territory, would have the right to self-government, the
right to determine whar kind of government it is to have,
and what conneetion, if any, this nation is to have with the
1.5, Government.

The Negro people may not want o set up a separate
nation From the 115, and the Communist Party would
never think of forcing it on them. Moreover, if the MNegro
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pecple in the Black Belr should ger the opportunity of
self-government at a time when the working class would
be in power in the LS., the Negro Communises would
undoubtedly advocate that this nation should remain a fed-
erated part of the Soviet LS. But the Communist Parcy
will support and fight for, and calls upon the white work-
ers to fight for, the right of the Megro people in the Black
Belt to full self-government, their right even to establish
a separate nation, if they should wish to do so. This is
what we mean by the demand for the right of the Negro
people in the Black Belt to self-determination.

HOW THE BOSSES USE RELIGION TO DIVIDE THE WORKERS

There is one other issue which, although it is not so
dangerous for the workers as the issue of white superiority,
is frequently used by the bosses to divide the workers.
That is the question of refligion. The Ku Klux Klan, for
example, does its best not only to stir up white against
Megro, but alse Protestant against Catholic. This is just
one more fake issue which the bosses use o divide the
workers and prevent them from united struggle againse
wage cuts. It ought to be clear to Protestant workers
now that the main enemy is not the Pope in Rome, but the
boss, right here at home. The Pope may not be much
good, he may even be harmful (and frankly, we Commu-
nists think he is), bur it is against the boss right here in
America, who cuts the wages of both Methodist and Catho-
lie, that we must direct the main fight. And the only way
to do it successfully is for Catholic and Methodist 1o for-
get their religious differences and unite ro fight cheie
common enemy—the n:.apiraJ‘i;: class.




As usual, the bosses try ro use the religious question also
against the Communists. They say the "Reds” want to
tear down all the churches and force everyone to stop
worshipping God.  Just another lie, of course. The Com-
munist Party, as a Parry, is not a religious organization,
nor does it subcribe to a belief in any God. Tt believes we
workers have to make a betrer world right here and not
wait for it until we get to any heaven. At the same time
the Communist Party points out that the preachers (espe-
cially the best paid ones) and the churches are often used
by the bosses to discourage union organizarion and o break
strikes. Every muner in Birmingham knows how the steel
and coal companies gor many local preachers to try cheir
best to convince the workers not to strike. Ewery Negro
knows that many of the biggest preachers fought the de-
fense of the Scoctsboro boys from scare to finish, Bur the
Communist Pacty does not and will not cear down the
churches where workers wish to worship, nor does it force
anyone to renounce their religion. The Communist Party
welcomer into its ranks workers of any and every creed, 50
long as they agree with our program and honestly wish
to fight for a better life for all workers. All sueh lies
abour the Communists are simply attempts of the bosses
to split the ranks of the workers. Intelligent workers will
reear them with the contempt they deserve.

WHAT ABOUT THE QUESTION OF “REVOLUTION™?

Finally, the bosses try to Frighten the workers away from
the Communists by shouting that the Communises want a
“revolution”, that they are “against the government™, etc.

aB




They talk as if the Communists had invented the idea of
revolution and had some kind of a patent on it, when
every child knows that the United States was born and
became a separate country, as the result of a revolution—
and a mighty bloody one at that. Of course thar revelu-
tion, while it was a step forward in the development of
the countey, was a revolution of one =et of bosses [Ameri-
can bosses) against another ser (the British bosses). Al
though it was the workers and farmers who fought and
bled and died in 1776 to free this country from the British,
it is the bosses who have reaped its benefits and have taken
over the country we won for them for themselves.

When the bosses find they can't scare the workers away
from the Communists by shouting that we want a revolu-
tion, they add the word "violent™ to it, and try to convince
the workers that we believe in bombing, murder, rape and
what have you. What are the facts? In the first place
it is the bosses and their police and Mational Guards that
are guilty of violence, Who murdered 16 workers in the
textile strike? Not the Communists or the non-Communist
workers but the police and rheriffs. Who bombed the
house of John Davis, the Communise candidate for Gov-
ernor of Alabama in the last elections? Surely not the
Commumists, but certainly rome labor-hating outfir like
the White Legion. Who is responsible for the lynching of
64 Megroes since January, 19337 Certainly not the Com-
musists, who lead the fight against Iynching, but exactly
the bosses and big landlords ﬂf the South, Who iz it that
tries to stir up trouble, incite riots and murder workers in
every strike?  Again we say, not the Communists but the
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Bitterest enemies of Communism—the borses and their
thugs and police.

The Communist Party always has and always will con-
demn and fight against the use of bombs, murder and in-
dividual terror in the labor movement or cutside of it
We know that such methods can't win—they can enly hurt
the cause of the workers. Bur the Communise Party will
never advise the Megro people to submit meekly while they
are cheated, beaten and lynched by the landlords. Mor
will it ever advise workers 1o make no defense when they
are attacked and murdered by the White Legion thugs or
the police and National Guard. On the contrary, the
Contmunist Party sivives to organize the workers to protect
themselves fmm the violence ll:'f the bosees and their t.ﬁilgs
by all possible nicans, The same thing will be true of the
eevolution wher. it comes. If a majority of the poor people
of the coustry have decided thar a revolution is necessary
and start to carry it out, and a handful of bosses, backed
up by their police and army, ery to prevent it and artack
the wetkers, then we workers will defend ourselves and our
revolutionary program from their violence with arms in
hand—just as our forefathers did in 1776. MNow for the
facts concerning chis question of revalution.

We are living in a country where a very small geoup of
men (the biggest bosses, bankers, etc., that is, the capitafiss
class) either own or conteol all the shops and mills and
mines and most of the best land. In other woeds this
small group just about owns the country and runs it to
suit themselves, Mone of these people do much work
themselves (if any) and yer they have by far the biggest
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share of the nation’s income. On the other hand, the
great majority of the population are working people of
one kind or another. In erder to live we have to get a job
from one of the bosses and go to work in his factory or
mine or on his land. We do the work and ac most we
get just a bare living out of it

THE CAPITALIST CLASS MAKES A MESS OF THIMNGE

This is bad enough at any time, but if is much worse if it
turns out that the capitalist class which owne and runs
the industrics and the couniry, is unable to run it efficiently
tﬂﬂﬂgl’f to even give work fo the rest of us who must work
in order to live. That is what has happened now, The
factories for producing clothes, shoes, autes, everything one
needs, are standing idle. The workers who were employed
in them are tramping the screers looking for jobs they can't
find. And meanwhile we all suffer from the lack of the
same clothes, shoes and so on, thar those idle facrories
should be producing.

Things are even worse on the farms. The government
had us plow up every third row of cotton one year, and
now they are paying farmers to plant less cotton. Mean-
while, the very farmer who is paid not to raise corron,
hasn't got a whale pair of cotton jeans on his legs or a
whale shire on his back., In the Middle West the govern-
ment i3 buying up hogs, butchering them and throwing
the carcasses in the rivers. Wheat farmers are paid not
to produce wheat, while at the same time half the councry
goes withour meat and has no whear for bread. Tt all
sounds kind of insane, doesn’t it?
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Well, it ¢5 insane, but the capiralist class can't very well
help it, as we shall show. Take your own boss, for example.
If you are a textile worker, your boss established the mill
where you work {or more likely, used to work), and runs
it for just one reason—io make money. And it stands to
m&a:rhe]mhehumpymhwagmd}em
money he will make, Therefore every boss—that is, capi-
ealist—is interested in cutting wages just as low as possible,
And why does your boss use the stretch-our and force you
to do more work? Also because it means more money,
higher profics, for him. Of course this strecch-our, and
the continual installation of machinery to do the work of
men, mean that fewer and fewer men are needed to run
the mill. As a result, when you go to work one fne morn-
inﬂg you find that you "are no longer necded™—you're laid
off.

When you were working, even at low wages, you were
able to buy things for yourself and your family. If you
are a skilled worker you probably bought not only food
and clothes bur also a radic or 2 washing machine for the
wife, maybe even a cheap car. Then, when your wages
were cut, you could buy less and less of these chings; it
was all you could do 10 buy food and clothing and pay
the rent. Mow you have lost your job and as a result you
can buy nothing.

WHAT CAUSES UMEMPLOYMENT?

This is mighty tough en you, and although he probably
doesn't realize it, it is going to do your boss some harm
alsa, Inﬂuﬁmp]n:eynuhawmmliuﬂmﬂmage
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may have bought your mill with the money his father lefe
him, or that he stole, or that he made out of other workers
like yourselt. And yet, simply because he can no longer
make money with this mill which the workers built, he
shuts it down and throws the men and women who depend
an it for a living out on the siveet to starve.

We Communists do not think that your boss, or any
other capiralist, should be allowed to close down your mill
and doom thousands of workers o continual hunger and
perhaps starvation, merely because he is not making money.
In fact, we don't think the capiralists should exercise any
centrol whatsoever over the mills and shops of this country.
In the first place these things belong to the working class
by the best possible of all rights—becanse the workers built
them with their sweat and labor. In the second place, the
edpitalists have shown themselver incapable of running the
wndustries of the country in a manner which will give every
worker @ job and every poor farmer land of by own, and
will give all those who work enough food, shelter, cloth-
mg and the other necessities of life. The capitalist class
fray made such a mers of the ahole business that it is fast
becoming absolutely necessary for the workers to take over
the mills and mines and run them themselves if the whole
codimfry s nol bo rin info a complele onach up,

THE WORKERS CAM PREVENT UNEMPLOYMENT AND
STARVATION

And the workers can do the job! If the working class,
led by the Communist Party, was in power tomortow, we
h‘ﬂﬂ:l.d EIP'ED I!'I.t WI&I.IJ'I.IBEE 'll."i'l'ﬂlE I'J'.IE' fﬂﬂ’d Elld -I'.'Iﬂﬂ'.li.ﬂﬂ
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the capitalists cannor sell ar a profic, and therefore will not
sell ar all, is stored. We would distribute these goods to
the unemployed who are hungry and in rags today, Then
we would open the closed Ffactories, which the eapitalists
will not open because they eannot run them at a profic.
The millions of the unemployed would go back to their
jobs and together we would produce an abundance of
everything the people need. We could do it because we

£s are not interested in profits—we are interested only
in producing the goods the people need.

RUSSIAM WORKERS SHOW THE WAY

Dion’t think all this is an idle dream. Way back in 1917
the Russian workers succeeded in throwing their bosses off
their backs and in taking over their countey for the work-
ers and poor farmers. As a result in the Soviet®* Ulnion
{Russia) there is no crisis or depression today and no
unemployment. Wages have increased steadily every year
—last year by 10 per cent. In December, 1934, another
increase of 10 per cent was announced, which took effect
in Januaey, 1935, while the seven-hour day has been cstab-
lished by law. There is no blacklisting and jailing of unien
men and women in the Soviet Union, On the conteary,
the Soviet workers are organized 100 per cent and the
trade unions take a leading part in direcring the affairs of
the country.  There workers and toiling farmers, people like

* Soviet mesns “Council”, In Ruossin these Soviets, o Couneils,
are the poverning bodies which rul= the coungre (as the Comgress
anid President rule thiss soamiry ), The members of the Seviops am
wlected by the workers amd farmers, when they represent.
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yourself, are in control of the whole country. The appres-
sion of the scores of minority nationalities which prevailed
under the tsarist government has been absolutely stopped
under the workers' rule, Every nationality or racial group
within the Soviet Union is given the fullest opportunity
o develop its own life in its own way, up to and includ-
ing the right of self-decermination for every large national
group within its borders. MNegro workers from the LLS.A.
who are working in the Soviet Union have full rights.
They are treated as equals by the native workers, who
have shown this in many cases by electing Megroes as their
representatives to the Sowjets,

If the Russians can do all this why can’c we American
workers do the same thing? The Comemunist Party believes
that we can, but it is not going to be an easy job, A hand-
ful of people cannor make a revolution. The Communise
Party will never lead the workers in an attempt to seize
power in America until the majority of the working class
and poor farmers believe fiemly that a revolurion is the
only solution for their problems, and are ready two hight
to the end for victory. And who has a better right to
demand and carry through a revolutionary change than the
majority of the poor people of the couneey? Therefore
the big task of the Communists today is fo convince the
workers that their present misery and poverty, broughe on
By the capitalist geeed for profits, can only be permanencly
overcame by ending the rule of Wall Screer bankers and
the big bosses, and setring up in its place the rule of the
working class,
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CAPITALISTS WILEL FIGHT TO RITTER END

But even after a majority of the city and country poer
are convinced that a revolutionary change is necessary, and
even though the majority of the middle class (small busi-
nessmen, lawyers, doctors, engineers, ete) agree with the
woeking class, will the capitalist class surrender cheir power
withour a struggle? We hardly think so,

Our councry is supposed to have a democratic form
of government, where the majority rules. But somehow
the handful of the very rich, the bosses and bankers, have
always managed to have their way against the majority.
They own and control the newspapers and radio-broadease-
ing stations, they dominate the schools and the churches.
They are thus enabled to misedueare, misinform and mis-
lead large sections of the population. They have power-
ful lobbies in Washington and in every state eapirel ro
exert their corrupt influence on Congress and the state
legislatures. If need be, they can resore to, and many a
time they have resorted to, intimidacion, brbery, vote-
stealing and ballot-box stufhing.

They have done these things even in cases when it was
only a question of giving up a tiny mite of their wealth,
squeezed out of the laboring majority of the population.
The eapitalists today insist on forcing lower wages and
worse conditions on the workers, As every worker knows
they always stubbornly resist every demand of the workers
tor slightly higher wages, or shorter hours, or an easing
of the unbearable stretch-our. Surely when the whole
profit system of exploitation and robbery will be threatened,
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when it will come to the question of who shall rule the
coumiTy, this handful of g;ru:l:ls' and unscmpuiuus Imen
can be counted on to resort to every means o fight the

majority and to insist on retaining power in their own
hands ar all costs,

THE GOVERNMENT 15 CONTROLLED BY THE
CAPITALISTS

Above all, it must be remembered, chey will have be-
hind them the government irself, Every worker who has
been through a strike knows enly too well thar che local
police forces are always controlled by the bosses and al-
ways act against the strikers. The textile strikers know that
the state governments, which sent the MNational Guard to
shoot them down, are also under the thumb of the capital-
ist class, The same thing is erue of the federal government
at Washington. As we have shown, the M.R.A. codes were
drawn up to suit the bosses and not the workers. As we
saw in the textile scrike, President Roosevelr, in spite of
all his promises, was ready to send in the regular Army to
break the strike—and it would not be the first time the
Army has been used to murder scrikers and break strikes,
This year the country is controlled by the Demoeearic
Party, led by Roosevelr. A few years ago it was ruled by
the Republicans, but strikes were broken, strikers murdered
and MNegroes lynched in the same brutal manner that the
Democrats employ today. Both parties are the loyal
servants of the capitalists. Besides these the capitalise class
will count on irs hired thugs and murderers, organized in
the K.K.K., the White Legion, etc., to fight their battles.
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Then, if the capitalisr class continues 1o resist the will
of the majority of the poor people—and this means the
overwhelming majoriey of the population—the working
class will have to use other means and defend themselves
and their interests with force, if necessary, againse the capi-
talists. Only when the workers are prepared to go to any
lengths to satisfy the burning demands of the majority of
the city and country poor, will a successful revolution be

possible,
FOR A SOVIET AMERICA

This, then, is the final goal of Communist activity—a
working class revelution and the establishment of Sovier
Power (thae is, the power of the organized working class
in alliance with the poor farmers and the MNegro people)
in America. It is not an easy road, but there is no orher
that will lead to the final solution of the problems facing
the workers and poor farmers today. Ewery strike, every
struggle of the unemployed for more relief, every seruggle
of the sharecroppers for the right o sell their crops them-
selves, is a step forward along this road to freedom. In
the course of these struggles we will learn how to fighe, we
will test our leaders in the hear of the bartle and we will
hasten the day when we, the workers of America, will win
our country for our class,

FOR A UNITED WORKIMNG CLASS

Muost tmportant of all, in the course of the struggles
for our day-to-day demands we must and will succeed in
achieving for the first time in our country a truly wnited
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working class. As long as owr class is split into warrmg
groups, with the white avrayed against the Negro, Method-
ist against Cathelic, Democrat or Republican against Com-
munist, just 5o long will the capitalist class be able to slash
our wages and starve us in the soup lines, without sevious
ar succesifad resistance by ws. The situation in the South
wday and the whole experience of the class struggle proves
this inescapable fact beyond all doubr.

Mot every worker may, as yer, agree with the Commu- .
nists that a revolutionary change, which will put the work-
ers in power, is both necessary and unavoidable in this
country, but every honest worker, who has his own inceresrs
and the interests of the working class at heart, must a
that it is both possible and vitally necessary for all work-
ers bo unite on 4 common program of struggle agains
wagecuts and for higher wages, for snemployment in-
surance, for the right to freely organize and strike, for
full equalicy for the Negro people, The Communist Party
calls on the workers and poor farmers of the South, with-
ont distinetion, to join hands with ws, in common struggle
for these immediate demandy.

To those Megro and whire workees and poor farmers
who agree fully with the Communist program: The Com-
mitisist Party declaves that it is both your duty and your
right to join now, today, the Communist Party of the
United States, and fight shoulder to shoulder with the tens
of thowsands of your revolutionary American fellow work-
ers for a Soviet America.
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