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In his notes on Feuerbach, Marx remarks: "Phxloscphms‘hav

only interpreted the world differently; the point is to changé it

If one has in mind that Marx was a German philosopher, - raised

‘on German metaphysics, the direct descendant of Kant, Flchte
-and Hegel, for whom explaining the world was even more impor-

than than- changing. it, one can understand how revolutionary
Marx’s -remark must have been at that time. It was nothmg

‘0sophy. Some one has truly re-

|1ectical Materialism applied to his-

-{ talist society,

‘pher,

-&8 explaining it; nay, more than

short of philosophic heresy. @
. Marx was & philosopher, he re-
mained a philosopher =all his life;
his economic studies. as well as his
historic writings are economic and
historic illustrations to his phil-

marked that “Capital” is .even
more A philosophic work than fm
economic study. Marxism ds Dia-

tory and to the analysis Of capi»

- Marx a Philosc»pher

arx was all ‘hig life a _philoso-

Marxiam {s a philcsﬁphy,
though not listed as. such in the
usual bourgeois hmtones of phﬂ«
osophy. ,

Buf~Marx was a dlfferent kmd
of philosopher, a philosopher who
thought changing the world is as
much the task of the philosopher

that, that changing the world, is
the real urge for éxplaining it.
“The life of society is essentially
practice. All the mysteries which
sediice speculative thought into
mysticism find their solution in hu-
man practice.”

This constant omphasxs on prac-;
tice is probably the main reason !
why professional philosophers can
vot, even in our time, admit Marx-
ism in their phiioa;ophiml temple,
Their templo is the Ivory Tower:
which is so high above life that it

has lost all contact with it, if it!
-ever had any,

Philosophy even in our tin}i\ of -
pragmatismr is still “looked upan
as something out and apart from

life. The “vulgar crowd” may be

busy,' liv'ing, ﬁghtmg, starving,
dying, trying to change the world;
the philosophers are content to re-

flect gn eternal problems in their
Ivory Tower, heédless of what is|

going,.on below.

LI

The Ivory Tower

In ﬁm novel, “The Pupil,” Paul
Bourget has depicted such & typi-
cal phil'(‘).sop er. “He is ‘a man en-
tirely out of the world; he has no
friends, he never goes anywhere,

he rea.ds nO newspapers, he never

notices people, he is always shut

up in his study in a side street;

the. shutters are #lways close‘ly
shut so that the noise.of the whirl-

ing street may not penetrate mto‘

the philosopher's study and’ dis-
turb his reflections on the eternal
problems-of the universe,

- If this is the philosopher, Marx

was not a philosophier; but for-
tunately this is nothing but a
perversion of philosophy. It was
up to Marx to bring philosophy

back to life, and put life into phil- |

osophy.

Spurred 9n by' the socxal struo'--

gles of his time Marx abandoned
speculative metaphysxcs and set
as his task, as he said in a letter
to his friend Ruge, “discovering a
new world through criticism of the
old one.” In that letter, written
at-the outset of his career, he
mapped out his life program. “We
do not say to the world, Cease your
struggles which are foolish, for
we will give you the true battle
ery. We merely show the world
what it is reallv ﬁqhtmv for .as
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