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Now It  Gan Be ToWT Washington
Low-Down

A SMASHING EXPOSE OF NRA
L E N  D E G A U X ‘V gat - .

Just as the w ar w hich resu lted 
in so m any dictatorsh ips, w as 

fought to "m ake the w orld safe ■ 
fo r dem ocracy/’ arid just as big • 

navy program s are planned in 
‘the nam e of “ d isarm am ent/* so 
the. alleged purpose of the M c- 
Sw ain b ill  is * ‘ to take the profit 
ou t of w ar.” .A ctually the M i ■ 
v irtually guarantees w ar profits 
by freezing .prices and w ages on 
the outbreak of w ar; prov ides for 
conscrip tion of w orkers in indus­
try , and is generally considered a 
neat job by w ar-m akers.

By A . H E R B ER T SY M E
> tives tp have the people on the 
p icket line. T hey said that it  
m ight tend to d iscourage. them .

‘ I.' H . G oldberg, the vice-presi­
dent, and I  w ent the rounds m ak­
ing inspection. N o sooner w ould  
the g irl  put on .a banner w ith the 
red inscrip tion , “ ST R IK E ,'' then 
the ra in  w ould w ash it  aw ay. B ut 
the people insisted upon p icketm g. 
T hey said that it  w as the flrst ~^y 
and they had to dem onstrate their 
strength .

T hat sam e day, the em ployers 
sat dow n -to confer. Q bjectipn- 
after objection w as' ra ised. For 
four days w e conferred, "^ ine on 
the outside the people picketed. 
T he em ployers m ade the trad ition­
al request that, w e-, call off the 
strike and go in to conference. W e 
refused. A ll  day w e w ould confer, 
w rest one concession after another 
and in the evening report to^our 
peop le. Saturday, the strike w as 
over. /•

V icto iy

T he em ployers had granted 
un ion recognition , the closed shop, 
equal d istribution of w ork , 
ration , no discharges w ere to he 
m ade w ithout cause, and w age in­
creases .w ere granted ranging 
from 40 to 75 per cent. T he un ion 
still ex ists in its orig inal v igor.

L ast year, w hen the em ployers 
w ere dilly -dally ing  .fo r too Jong a 
period and w ould not com e to 
term s, Inrideutally the detnand 
'w as that the w ork w eek be short­
er* than that prov ided for in^ the 
M illinery  C ode; the M O linery C ode 
prov ided for 37% hours Snd.,the 
■ em ployees .sisked for a 35 hour 
w eek, a genera,! strike w as called. 
N ot an .. em ployee stayed in the 
factory . T he em ployers gave in .

T he, M illinery  U nion used the 
N R A but w as not-used by it.

(T o B e C ontinued.)

I  feel that the L abor H istorian w ill  eventually have to chron ic le* • 
the h istory o f'the U nions that w ere organ ized im m ediately after 
the i>assagc of the ..N ational Industria l R ecovery A ct. It w ill  be 
a fascinating story . ' A  story that w ill  record "the aim s, asp ira­
tions, the enthusiasm s and the kopes of thousands of w orkers, how  
these hopes took on som e m ateria l shape and then disappeared in 
b itter d isillusionm ent. ’ It  w iil  be the story of m asses of w orkers- 
w ho believed iri  w hat the governm ent to ld them , w ho believed in 

•the prom ises of the governm ent and its agencies, then found to 
their senrow , that they w ere out o f Jobs, that the protection that 
had been prom ised them w as not there.

It  w ill  be the story of A m ericanY----------------------------- ------— «— ^—
labor rely ing upoii a capita list 
governm ent fo r assistance, on ly to  
find , too often, that & capita list 
governm ent either dared not or 
cou ld not fu lfill  the prom ises that 
It  had m ade. ,

I  do not rm dertake-in these art­
ic les, to g ive the h istory of every 
-un ion that w as organ ized ^bse- 

.quent to ': the passage. ̂the N a­
tional Industria l R ecovery A ct.
T hat is a trem endous task and w ill  
.requ ire a great deal of w ork . I  

^' do in tend, how ever, to g ive som e 
account o f som e of the un ions that 
•w ere organ ized in  our reg iop, m ore 
specifically those unions, ' w ith 

-rW hich I w orked afid . w hom I

T he SO C IA L IS T C A L L  fe^ 
that It Is m ak ing a defin ite con­
tribu tion to A m erican labor by 
presenting th is series o f artic les 
by A . H erbert Sym e on L A ­
B O R .A N D  T H E N B A .

A . H erbert Sym e is one of 
Ph iladelph ia's lead ing labor at­
torneys and a m em ber of the 
Socialist Party .

H e is attorney for the U n it^ 
T extile W orkers of A m erica, 
B ranch N o. 1, A m erican Feder­
ation of H osiery W orkers, the 
In ternational L adies G arm ent 
W orkers for the S tate of Penn­
sy lvan ia, exclusive o f the Ph ila­
delph ia W itist and D tessm akers’  
U n ion, the B aild lng T rad  ̂
C ouncil, includ ing the d ifferent 
bu ild ing trades un ions, such as 
p lasterers, brick layers, pain ters,, 
paperhangers, .etc.) the U nited 

JR ebrew T radcf, a central or-*  
gan lzation w ith 24 ' affilia ted 
an ions; tiie R etail C lerks In ter­
national, includ ing fru it, gro­
cery clerks, clo th ing salesm en; 
Federation of Silk W orkers; 
Federation of- D yers, Pennsy l­
van ia. R eg ion; and the U nited 
H atters, C ap &  M illinery  W ork­
ers; the B arbers' U nion, and tiie 
Su it C ase, B aggage and Port­
fo lio  M akers U nion.

A t the first threat to their 
pow er ^hey crum bled. T hey have 
not been born to com bat d ifficu l ­
ties and 80 they very easily are 
defeated.

R epresentative W . P. C onnery 
(D ., M ass.) po in ted out that under 
the term s of the b ill,  “ if  a w orker 
asks for w eek m ore on h ia
w ages aa'd it  is granted him , he 
cou ld be fined $100,000 and serve a 
year in prison, or both .”

“ T he je lly fish b ill ”  is w hat R ep, 
Sauthoff (Prog., W is.) called the 
M eSw ain h iU . B ut w hile it  m ay he 
as soft as je lly  to w ar profiteers, 
w h ile it m ay jell and guarantee 
their bood le, for la '^ r the je lly  is 
m ore like n itrog lycerin :

*  • • *

M ore p lausib le is the N ye com­
m ittee b ill,  but still  very far from 
tak ing the pro fit out o f w ar; and, 
like the rqst of such leg islation , 
m ore effective for ^ar prepared­
ness than for w ar prevention. 
E ven so, “ the com m ittee cannot 
guarantee that its b ill  w ill  not be 
repealed und  ̂pressure at the be­
g inn ing of a w ar,” it frankly  
states: “ It  cannot honestly guar­
antee that its ^adm in istration -^1 

rem ain un in flu^ced by the pres­
sure of ^ i:e and recalc itrant cor­
porate taxpayers."

T he com m ittee further agrees ' 
that there m ay be m any loopholes 
in the b ill  fo r pro fiteers.

“ IiftiH enable R ights”

It  has also been m y experience 
that the N ational Indtiatrial 'R e­
covery A ct has for the first tim e- 
brought out to w hat lengths cap i­
ta lism . w ill-  go to preserve w hat it. 
conceives of as its* “ inalienab le 
righ ts.”

T he N RA has fostered law less­
ness; the em ployer has assum ed 
the attitude that after a board has 
handed dow n a decision that de­
cision doesn’ t m ean anyth ing. T he 
industria list has assum ed the po­
sition that he doesn’ t care w hat 
the law is; he does, not in tend to 
obey it  because he d isagrees w ith"

A s w e once po in ted' out to M r.
D orrence, the Presidento f the 
C am pbell Soup C om pany, In conr 
fer^ce, w ho boasted, about the fact 
that he w as liv ing  up to the co.de, 
and our answ er w as that be w ent 
dow n to W ashington, drafted the 
code to su it h is fancy,, and then 
becam e the" patrio tic c itizen by liv ­
ing up to it. In-tbose cases, how­
ever, w here the code d id not su it 
the particu lar caprice of the em­
p loyer, he openly defied it. • ‘

■ - 1 in tend to d iscuss som e of the 
unions in som e of the industries 
that‘have*sprung 'up in and aro im d 
Philadelphia.

"U nited H atters C ap and M illinery  
W orkers N ational U nion, L ocal 

N o. 6 and 45

T he M illinery  W orkers U nion 
is considered am ong the m ore pro­
gressive unions in the A m erican 
Federation of liabor. President 
M ax Z aritsky is a m em ber of the 
Socialist Party . T he m em bers of 
its N ational E xecutive B oard are 
young and progressive and far­
sighted.

W hen the N ational Industria l 
R ecovery, A ct w as , passed, the 
un ion started to w age an in tensive 
organ ization drive. For years it  
had been m ak ing efforts to organ­
ize the m illinery w orkers in Ph ila­
delph ia. It  had been successfu l in  
organ izing the m en,- that is, the 
b lockers, and operators. It w as 
,uns\fccessfu l,' how ever, in w inn ing 
over the w om en, that is, the m ill ­
iners and trim m ers,

Z aritsky cam e to Philadelph ia.
W e m et H e to ld m e exactly w hat M arx w as all h is life  a |)h iloso- 
he w anted. H e to ld m o that he pher, M arx ism is a phU <^|l)^r, 
w as in terested in org^m izing the though not listed as such iri  the 
w orkers. I  w as placed in charge, usual bourgeois h istories of ph ii: 
no t on ly as the law yer, but also as osophy. y 
the m anager of the un ion. B u^“ M acx w as a different k ind

W e began our organization of ph ilosopher, a philosopher w ho 
cam paign. W e organ ized one shop though t changing the w orld is 
af)er another. For eight w eeks w e m «ch the task of the philosopher 
called shop m eetings and m ass -as, exp lain ing it; nay, m ore than 
m eetings. A t the shop m eetings that, tliat changing the w orld is 
w e tried to corral the w orkers of the real urge for exp lain ing it. 
the particu lar shop. A t the m ass “ T he life, o f society is essentia lly 
m eetings,, -w 'e greeted the- new practice. A ll  the m ysteries w hich up to M arx to 
shops "that had com e In, A t the seduce speculative thought in to 
exp iration of eight w eeks, w e fe lt m ystic ism find their so lu tion in  hu- osophy .
S f ira/r/ m an praotlco .”  spurred ^n by tbe aoeial atm g-

L M . —  . ™ >ptasis on prnc, gles of h is tim e, M ars abandoned
W o U ion sent a letter to the tice Is probably the m ain reason i specu lative m etaphysics and set 

representative of the M illinery  A s- w hy professional ph ilosophers can as h is task , as he said in a letter 
sodalioa. W e m et at m y office, not, even in our tim e, adm it M arx- to h is friend R uge, "d iscovering a 
T he em ployers said that they w ere ism in their phtlosoph loal tem ple, new w orld through critic ism of the 
prepared to grant our w age de- T heir tem ple-is the Ivory T ow er! o ld one." In that letter reritter . ■ 
m ands; they w ere pi-oparcd to w hich is so h igh above life  that it  ’ a t ■ the outset of h is career he „
grant som e of our w orking condi- has lost all contact w ith It, if  it m apped out h is U fcTrogram "w :  ' ,
tlons, buU utu lerno circum stances ever had anv. do not q-iv fn n ,., i S? ^ m oney, fo r unem ploym ent rehef.
w ould they recognize the union or PU U osophy even in our tim e of- strugU /w hlh are fS l^h fo j  ^ '-^nnsy lvam a

arb lt-

aerved.,
L arge U nloiu D ifferent 

A  line of dem arcation should be 
draw i^ betw een the unions that 

■ w ere org^zed by the large In ter­
nationals that had bee  ̂.ex isting 
fo r years and had cu ltivated the 
territo ry . U nions, like the In ter­
national L ad ies G arm ent W orkers, 
R ke the ' H osiery W orkers, the 
H nited .M 3ne w orkers, and others 
that w ere]^strong and m erely ex­
tended their organ ization "activ­
ities in to new er fie lds, should be 
separated fro in those unions that 
w ere organ ized in industries w here 
organ ized labor 
penetrated. •'
‘ T he older un ions in m ost cases 
d id not organ ize w orkers anew , 
but m erely regained the thousands 
o f w orkers they had lost during 
the R epublican depression and be­
fore the R oosevelt crisis.

O ur concern-shou ld be prim arily 
W ith those Industries w here w ork-' 
era have not organized before, 
w orkers that organ ized in m ost 
oases independently and w ithout, 
association w ith in teriiatlonals.

' It m ay be argued that these 
un ions organ ized as a resu lt o f the 
N ational y lhdustria l R ecovery A ct. 
T hat m riy be partia lly so,/ but 

...$^ere is another elem ent that m ust 
' be taken in to consideratio ii. For 

years it  has been the. po licy o f the 
A m erican L abor M ovem ent, speci­
fically , the A m erican Federation 
o f L abor, to include w ith in its 
ranks only sklU ed craftsm en. 
T hese sk illed craftsm en w ere or­
gan ized in to specific craft un ions, 

U iiH k liled  W orkers Jo in 
D uring the last few years, how­

ever, w ith the m achine m ore ^d 
m ore supp lanting the skU led w ork­
er, the prob lem confronting the 
A m erican L abor M ovem ent W as 
that of orgaiU zing the unsk illed , 
<oi organ iz ing, the vast industries; 
it  had to tack le* that task and the 
question w as the m ethod of ap­
proach.

W ore these w orkcra to be. 
taught that they m ust organ ize, 

-figh t their battles todepeiidently , 
strugg le w ith a class, probably be 
d ischarged by that class, pereecu- 
ted by that c lass and harrussed by 
it, or w ero they to bo prom ised 
som e protection by tlie lr govorn- 
luen i against their particu lar c lass 
o f <unpIoyers.' *

T he prob lem ,w as w hat philos­
ophy w as to be g iven to the w ;ork- 
ers in these m ass iudustri.es. W ci-c 
.they to be taught the- ph ilosophy 
o f struggle or the, ph ilosophy of 
com prom ise, of negotiation , of 
conced ing, and of tliink ing  of eaSy 
.v ictories?

It  is m y sincere conv iction that 
w orkers w ho 
through the agencies of a capU al- 

'ist governm ent, .w ith capita list 
p rom ises of pro tection, if  they are 
at first successfu l cannot end\ire 
iw iy  long.

it.

m em bersh ip ; they w ould have to 
subm it the m atter to their A ssoci­
ation, and they w ould then g ive us' 
an answ er. W e finally  received a 
com m unication from their-- at­
torney, in w hich they in form ed us 
that they w ere im prepared to 
recognize the U nion or negotiate 
■ w ith it.

A  strike w as called on T uesday, 
m orn ing. It w as rain ing, and 
there 'w as som e reluctance bn the 
part o f the N ew Y ork representa-

had 'never before

A lthough . p lacing heavy taxes 
on w ar pro fits, th is b ill  is designed 
te reduce rather than elim inate 
them , and oidy for the period oK - 
actual hostilities. In ”  advance prep­
arations- for w ar, the m oney- - 
grabbers w U L be able to noake air 
the naillions they p lease; and w riter

still  cash in for—

_ M arx ism for T oday
B y H A IM  K A N T O R O V T T G H

■ ' .IV  ^ ' ■ ; ;

In h is notes on Feuerbach, M arx rem arks: "Ph iloso jJhers'have 
.on ly in terpreted the w orld d ifferently; the po in t is to changfe iff  

If  one has in m ind that M arx w as a G erm an philosopher, raised 
on G erm an m etaphysics, the direct descendant of -K aiit, F ichte 
•and H egel, for w hoiri exp laining the w orld w as even m ore iinpor- 
than than- changing, it, one can understand how revo lu tionary 
M arx’s rem ark riiust have been at that tim e. If  w as noth ing 
short o f ph ilosoph ic heresy.

M arx w as a ph ilosopher, h 
m ained a philosopher all,h is life;  
h is econom ic stud ies as w ell as h is 
h istoric w ritings are econom ic and 
h istoric illustrations to hia phil­
osophy. Som e one has tru ly re­
m arked that “ C apita l” is even 
m ore ji  ph ilosoph ic w ork than m 
econom ic study. M arx ism 4s D ia- 
lectical.M ateikalism applied to h is­
tory and to the analysis b® cap i­
ta list society .

the w ar they -m ay 
any tem porary “ sacrifices”  durh ig 
the w ar. .

A m oA g ' the less advertised 
scenes of w ar preparations in ’ 
W ashington are the com m ittees 
hand ling -the liberty - curtailing 
gag law s. -.If  "patrio tism Is.Jhe 
last refuge^of a- scoundrel,” * fed^‘  
baiting is about the first resort of 
a certain class of politic ian. A t 
even the open hearings before 
these com m ittees, one m ay get ad­
vance w hiffs of all the in to lerance; 
prejud ice, panic and. sad ism that 
hang like a nauseating gas oyer 
the land in tim e of w ar— or of 
Fascism .

busy, liv ing, fighting, starv ing, 
dy ing, try ing to change the w orld ; 
the ph ilosophers are content to re­
flect qn eternal prob lem s in their 
Ivory T ow er, h ieed less of w hat is 
go ing^.on below .

• T he Ivory T ow er

. . novel, “T he Pupil,”  Paul 
B ourget.rias depicted such fi  typ i- 
oal, pw feaopfeer. -Se ■ ' 
tire ly out o f the w orld ; he has no 
friends, he never goes anyw here, 
he reads no new spapers, he never 
notices people, he is alw ays shut 
up in h is study in a side street;- 
the. shutters are alw ays closely  
shut so that thenb ise of the w h irl ­
ing street m ay not penetrate in to 
the philosopher’s study arid dis­
turb h is reflections on the eternal 
prob lem ss'o f the universe.

e re-

iisIn
C losely related to the indoo r 

sporjts...o f* red-baiting aafi-a lien­
baiting in w hich these com m ittees 
so cheerfu lly engage, are Jew - 
baiting ^d w orker-»baiting . R ep. 
'Sanfuel D ickstein , the • Jew ish 
chairm an gf the H ouse im m igra­
tion com m ittee— and', sponsor of 
m uch. o f the gag’ - -leg islation—  . 
m ight not be p leased, fo r instance, 
to hear som e of the rem arks about 
Jew s that are passesd at hearings 
am ong the patrio teering audiences 
W ho so fervently app laud h is anti- 
red sallies.

In regard to w orkers, som e of 
the ‘ com m ittee m em bers l^cw ne 
pretty close to the attitude of one 
testify ing patrio tcer w ho said, 
“ W e feel the sam e w ay about 
crin iinals, unem ployed and defec- 
tiv 'es.” T hey repeated ly expose 
the anti-labor purposes of anti-red. 
b ills by ex tend ing their rem arks to 
strikes as w ell as rad ical aetiv it-

13 a m an en-

M arx a Philosopher

as

If , th is is the ph ilosopher, M arx 
w as not a philosopher; but for­
tunately th is is noth ing but a 
perversion of ph ilosophy. It w as 

bring philosophy 
back to life, and put life  in to ph il-

ies.

organ izedare




