HYNDMAN—PILLAR OF REACTION

By LUDWIG LORE

ROM England comes the news of the death of
one of the outstanding figures of the Socialist
movement of pre-war days. H. M. Hyndman, at the
age of 79, is dead.
Hyndman was the founder of the social-democratic

movement in England. He created the Social-Demo-

cratic Federation, which later became the Social-
Democratic Party.

It is a well-known fact that he came into the So-
cialist movement and remained unceasingly active inits
ranks thru more than a generation at the greatest sac-
rifice of his own personal ambitions.

For Hyndman was the son of a well-to-do family
and received the well rounded out education that is
traditional in the class from which he sprung.

With his brilliant political insight, his capabilities
both as a speaker and as a writer, Hyndman, had he
remained true to the standards of the class from
which he came, would have become one of the leading
statesmen of the nation.

He was, however, constitutionally in sympathy with
the under-dog. As a very young man he took the part
of oppressed India against its British exploiters. When
shortly afterward, in the capacity of newspaper
correspondent, he was sent to the front in the war
between Italy and Austria, in 1888, he met Mazzini
and Garibaldi, and was so attracted toward them that
he formed a life-long friendship. The outbreak of
the Paris Commune and his acquaintance with Karl
Marx during this critical period in European history
led Hyndman into the Socialist movement.

But, in spite of his long experience in the British
movement and in the International, Hyndman always
showed a marked preference for Latin peoples, tra-
ditions and customs,

Friedrich Engels once jokingly remarked: “This
Hyndman is a splendid internationalist—except when
the Germans are under discussion. Then he becomes a
violent nationalist.”

Such being the case, it is hardly surprising that
Hyndman, when the war broke out, became one of
the most violent jingoes in the International. He
poured the vials of his wrath not only upon the Ger-
man leaders who openly supported the war-camarilla,
but he was equally bitter against those Germans
who opposed the war-policies of the German Social-
Democracy.

He was firmly convinced of the justice of the
Allied cause and defended it with blind vehemence
against all who opposed him.

When the Russian Revolution broke out he had
no patience with the peace demands of the Russian
people, and urged Russia to help the Allies to carry
the war to a victorious conclusion. Like every
honest social patriot, he had for the Bolsheviki
only disapproval and contempt.

Hyndman went the way of so many of our ortho-
dox Marxists, who have lived with their theories so
long that they have lost touch with the spirit of
the revolution, lost the spark that gives these
theories life.

Like Jules Guésde in France, like Karl Kautsky
in Germany, like Plechanov in Russia, he became
the spokesman of the enemies of Soviet Russia and
of the Third International.

The Paris Commune brought Hyndman, the
young revolutionist, into the proletarian move-
ment. Hyndman, the party leader, died as one of
the pillars of capitalist reaction. '



