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Miller, Smith's oppoment, tho person-
fally a “wet,” subordinated his per-
sonal views to his party platform.

the_more willingly, perhaps. becaus
his “ehjel-hope of tuccess lay with
the farmer clement up-state, which
is notorioasly in favor of the strict
enforcement of the prohibit-on meas-
ure.

re.

Nevertheless, Smith and his col-
Jeagues showed a marked reluctance
to approach-this exceedingly trouble-
some problem. the contrary.
they were 30 obviously inclined to
shirk their duty to their electorate.

crnor Smith, had placed themsekves
Smith conscientions

against an extended term i the
gubernatorial chair  He is most em
phatically in the field for
dential nomination.
ever, maker him very relactant
take a position that may cost hum
the support of the South. which, be
cause of its disiranchised negrocs. 1
still practically wholly democratic
Mr. Smith is therefore playing hic

-
H

game with the utmost care. for be
realizes that one false mave mav
casily end his usefulness as pres
dential candidate.

Tet ue see what happencd,  The

democratic Senate presented a clean
bill of health by adopting the repeal
motion. relving upon the Republeans
to defeat it in the Assembiy. thus
«aving the democratic administration
from the stigma of having refused
10 support the national prohibition
amendment.  But the Republicans
were cqually eager to establish an
They. 100, are looking for
ward to the presidental campaign,
and desire nothing “more ardently
than 1o digeredit Governor Smith
who is undoabtedly a redoubtable
opponent. For this reason they are

scruples | P

sary. repblican votes to secire the]
necessary two-thirds majority - for
the repeal.

The Democrata were thus forced
to a position where they were com-
pelled to act. What followed is well
known. Whether the lateness of one
democratic assemblyman, which al-
most wrecked the carefully built-up
majority, was_accidental or mot. is
hard to say. We are inclined to be-
lieve the {atter. Be it as it may. tbe
fact remains that the Republicans,
in order to force the passage of the
bill double purpose of
strengthening their foodhold in New
Yark City and hurting the Demo-
cratic_party. ordered s New York
City delegation 1o votc 10 2 man for
the repeal of the Mullan-Gage
amendment.

So the clever republican politicians
have made an effective appeal for
support on both sides. Nominally.
on the sirength of their platform,
they ‘can still claim unqualified sup-
ort for the dry amendment
New York City, on the other hand,
their candidates can proudly point
out the fact that it was their votes
*hat saved the day for the repeal act
Governor Smuth, however. 15 1w no
enviable powition. He must sign the
recall bl whether he wants to or
not. there is no other way. True
he will put off the fateful momen:
as long as i possble. He has la
ready announced his intention of tak-
ing a lengthy vacation. and of calling
a hearing on thns at
dodge a« he may. the nut is there
and will have 1o be cracked,

¢ the working-ciass the
of the Mullin Gage law has no prac
tical significance.  To them it makes
Iittle difference who pays the graiters
and hires the adlers thar comstitute
our prohibition force. He knows,
that ncither the stare nor the nation
will succeed in enforcing prohihition
because its most ardent supporters
are ite most successful violators. In
the hands of the politicians it is a
sleight of hand trick with which he
fools and amuses the public, and dis-
tracts the attention from the serious
endeavors of life.
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