Strike—or Putsch?—in the Rubhr

s el
By LUDWIG LORE

Whea the French took possession of the Rube district at the beginning
gf the year a raj both socially and politically seemed in-
Jvitabler \ Vet it did not occur, because the French authoritics as well as
the Cuno yovernment and the German bourgeoisie gave
of the district its bitter medicine with a sugared. costing.
French tried desperately to the Rubr population, n order to win
sway from the sabotage of the German bourgeoisie. Their
pation therefors, at aseumed an tonally mild aspect.
Paliroad workers \and officiala_directly ‘implicated in active sal
Prussian and F ‘authorities werg sccorded a treatment sl
that meted out to the Rubr workers by Noske in 1919.

The German offtisls and manufactorers, to ofiset
the French, immediate! granted a one hundred per cent wage
(Continued on Page Six)




Lore Interprets Developments

(Continued from Page One)

ard  unemployment compensation

equivalent to two-thirds of the re- |-

gular wage, and encouraged the men
in the mines to reduce production to
the lowest possible minimum.

These studied advances to the Ruhr
workers did not augment, but rather
released the tension. Certainly there
was nothing remotely resembling a
fighting mood in the Ruhe at that
time, Partly this was due, as well,
to the fact that the German iron anc
coal ns had for o
military rencontre with amperialist
France, and Mg o
better terms for itseli by strhing 4
bargain with the rench h euine
at the expense of the Uerman people

Undoubtedly the  German  bour-
Reonic i preparng to capitulate 1t

not hght and will not pay . There
other possibility —-to un-
10ad the hurden of a new capitulation

Entente capitaiim on top of the
fulfiliment expenditures and sabotage
cohts upon the producing
Germany. Furthermore German caps
ial has earned _coough to satify
even ity rapacny. It has plundered
the treasury of the nation to ex.

haustion. 11 the last five months the
natonal debt oi Germany was in
creased tom 1, thousand 1o 10

thousand billons, the Rold reserve of
the Reichbank, however.
900 to 600 million goldniark
more the French have managed to
splve the difficultics of coal and coke
ortation. despite the statements

y prepaning to carry off
[the reparajion coal that has been the
\ ’

sntention dueng Ll these

ey
T9 v on these facts the German

bourkearic has lost iterest in passive

resstance. The means by which the

change of 1ront i bewng accomphshed

1 characienstically capialisue. The

ks ralling from hour to hour,

nal ot has become practically value occurren
e Tres have eisen almose 250 WOuld be a Communist uprising in should commend the serious attention
Bt wage meresses the Kuhr. Yet it happened, altho all o ommunist movement. The
buntls reinert :-:‘: w,'k::\‘w l-': the «ards were stacked against them. | g class and the Com.
Cone distint the heres and the| ETC e cannot help assers At munist Party are in great ganger. It
et o Germans only s fea weeh ] 43S ceases 10 e a virtue and | we do not succeed mn makmg the
a6 (hkye BoEnd s comes postively criminal workers realize the sgnificance of

Prves and low wages
despeeation. And then, when disturb-
ances break out when hunger revolts
arise when hot tempered individuals
follos the lead or capiaint and fas
lierinan  capital
with & theatrical
world it dsavows all
the *communistie

P took up the

vanymg cmphasis A
Newspapers were honest
adint hat the uprising in
was mesitable woview of
occurrences there  Others suspected,
and even penty the com
MR movement of Germany of m
ek the revolt America
the Latier version ~hewg the  most
sensational was  generally  gpiven
credence Hut we must confess that
we have nowhere seen a more hrazen
and more rotten piece of editorialism
than that which appeared w the N.
VoGall on tune 12y

This 15 the artuie

in “The Ruhr” from Communist Viewpoint and Answers “Socialist” Attac

“Failure of the Rubr Commune

“We have several times discus
Rubr s an imperiahatic and
nomic  haitleground  between

bmes, it ot supporting the Stinnes |
&roup  Few would ever think that|column heavy typed article entitled
owmg to huge military forces ™ ts at Work:’

scattered thru Rhineland

s ot oy o

Fran,

anizations  and
while the

regular
Catholic unions,

or

man capnalist holiday

place they were compelle

wildness created.

ng all responsibility for the madmen’

work. The Putsch again with fortun- | this situation what is more natural

Yet by a freakthan that the workers should ris In

only for a day [ self-defcnse?
boa

ately Tese slaughter.
the crary enterprize
succeeded there would be lou

ing about the brilliant tactics of the|labor union movement that they do|
‘pro- | not stand.

proletanian batallions' and the

Ictarian: dictators.”

eco-|
the eral
French and German capitalists, with - miners began.
the Brouish standing close to the side- (Berlin. of May 25th, commented on

there

All lines of communication were in

vement was divided between |
the large
most | Dortmund movement.
powertul group In the Rhincland. the celf, shows that the uprising
Socialist party, withheld its approval,'being fomented from without, that it
knowing well that all the so-called |is the outgrowth of a sitwation that
resolutionists could do would be to|has been created in the Ruhr thru its
vrepare a butchery for a Franco-Ger- |
This made
the Communists 2 mob without lead- |
ership. purpose. direction o goal. uns| tional defense
less general demoralization of the 1a- | 1t pays for this resistance with bil
hor movement can be called goal. |lions out of the na
When they got partial control in one | lions that the working class must be
to organ- bled white to replace. At
1¢ & police foree to put down the [time it is exploiting the workers
very mobs their own incapacity and [shamelessly, In the Ruhr prices are
d <

What has actually happened  in
iermany

On the 25th day of May the gen
strike movement of the R
The “Rote

d |

the strike on its first page in & two

Dortmund

“The

what is going on. we will run head-
long into 2 decisive defeat

“The capitalist papers admit that
masses are engaged in the
That

not

occupation by the French and the at.
[titude of the German bourgeoisic,

“The bourgeoisie is crying for na-
od national resistance.

nal treasury. bil-

the same

lation to the increase in prices.

1t is a crime on the
part of the Social-Democracy and the

0 a man. behind these ut-
terly justifiable demands of the work-

e It s a erime not only against
against the
existence sermany  as
ional existenge at whost
ocial-Democracy and the
hourgeorsie do lip service! .
+ so-called protective organ
wzations the German bourgeoisie has
been provoking proletarian resistance
m order to club it down relentlessly.
The bourgeois press shamelessly ac-
cuses the desperate workingmen of
pons from the Fi

the life of these workers
national

and that serous at-
tempts are being made to draw head-
less clements among the workers in-
n opposition with promises of
h support,
The Communist  Party  stands
figmly behind every struggle of the
working class and will help in this
“truggle G0,
1ty command.
it is its duty to warg the working
class that it is madiiess 10 go into the
conflict without arms. 1t is the duty
of tvery Lommunist to join in this
mass movemem to persuade the
workers to evade every show of
ivrce, and to make use, only. of the
pawerful weapons of strike and poli-
tical demonstrations. It is to be
ieared that these spontancous dem-
onstrations  of working class
will sooncr or later take on an aspect
that will make it easy for the bour-
geoifie to choke them in blood unles
the workers keep their heads.
up to the workers to refute by theic
actions, the accusation that they have
capitulated before. French imperial-
i provocative  intention
nd Germat bourgeoisie

Th
the French

The Party must

munt e teasirated
procecd with sron cucrgy and 1oree
Who dares 1 speak of Communist
Putschism m the tace of this determ

ined declaration
I+ thie the Language of
would dine a whole people mio
most certain annillation m order 1o
| power for themseles:”

wen who
al

follow g briei excerpts from

various
tatement from the Rote Fabne
On May 27th the representative ot
the Prussian government declared at

he press conference
“I must be said - the mterest of
truth, that the Commumists are ot

implicated in the occurrences m th
Ruhr. 1t oy smiply o strke move
ment born of bitter need and low
wages.”

Concerning the alleged
Communist Hunderischart
ive squads), the bourgeors
“Frankfurter Zoitung™ on

terror

May

tes
It must be reterated, that, m the
opinion of experienced labor leaders
the sentiment am work
ers has become extraordinarily acute
during the last few weeks. The op
position of manufacturers 10 4 wage

increase commensurate to the depre

ciation of German currency has

aroused extreme dissatisfaction
DR

On the 26th of May Vor.

wacrts” (Berlil), the spiritual brother

cf the N. Y. Call,wrote concerning

the “communiist”™ uprising :

will, we hope, put an end 10

sensational headlines in the Illerlin
cas about “communist rebellions"

pre
and “red rule” that have been chas

'
erscore the above

*[mere existence. byt ane of carne

ne ot dewn thy
Backs ot nar honet bourgeors,

T reality this s net « communsg

Lt an explosien s the Ko
workmen
This constant g oo

toaway won thy
ke
Naf

Tess explontano
the
o ot our

and wnsocral polioes
ernment anid our industrad chek

b the present time
the Mark has cre
ditions that toree cven the »
servanive labor leaders to favor a g
eral strke of all warkers as the onl
Ppossible protection agamst th et
ages ot cap LNt price boosters

Tt s not thy “terror™ or the Com

< that drives these men out o

ther mus, but the terror ot the
bosses. who are ughtening the sorow
untl theis workmen, out ot shee
desperation are turwmg upon e

pressors. giving them the wppor

y for which they have heen long

1
mg. 1o close the deal with i
“encmy.” the French hourgeoisic

No one sees thru these machin
wtons more clearly than the « om|
munists of Germany. Their positios
from begmning to end, has been onf
of helpfullress in snke for

warning against  pblitical upris ng]
thyt would deliver the working «lay
of” Germany into the hands of thei

micreiless enemics at the prescat t
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