
Lore and the Comintern By Moissaye J. 01gin

FIRST ARTICLE.
The Moscow Decision—Accusations

Against Comrade Lore—The
Scrrati Case—Serrati and

Paul Levt.

In the theses of the Comintern on
the American situation and the tasks
of the Communist Party in America,
there is contained the following para-
graph:

“The Executive Committee of the
Communist International calls the
attention of the C. E. C. also to the
dangerous tendencies signalized by
the articles of Comrade Lore and
some of hie followers who, in their
estimation of the problems es the
Communist International, in their
estimation of the labor government
of England and of the events in
Germany, are manifesting remnants
of views of the Two-and-a-Half Inter-
national. The C. E. C. must carry
on an ideological campaign against
such a tendency.”

As one es those present st the dis-
cussions of the Executive Committee
of the C. I. on the American question,
the writer deems it his duty to give
au account of the circumstances
wherein the decision concerning Com-
rade Lore was adopted and of the
meaning of that decision.

At the meetings of the E. C. C. L,
where the American problem was dis-
cussed, there were three delegates
from the U. S. representing three dif-
ferent points of view on the American
situation. The members of the Execu-
tive Committee also held varying
shades of opinion concerning the

' American party. But while the dis-
cussion was extended and very ani-
mated, while the clash of tendencies
was at times quite sharp, especially
among the American delegates, there
was unnanimity in the attitude to-
wards the tendency which makes it-
self manifest in the writings of Com-
rade Lore. After more than three
weeks’ discussion, the American com-
mission appointed by the Executive
Committee of the Communist interna-
tional adopted as a general basis for
its decisions the memorandum on the
American situation and the outline of
the party’s activities in the future,
which were presented by Comrade
Foster. (There was only one section
in Comrade Foster’s memorandum
with which the commission dis-
agreed).

Paragraph 18 of Comrade Foster’s
outline read:

•The right wing and opportunist
tendencies of the Lore-Volkazeitung
group shall be censured and cor-
rected by the Comintern.”
One of the other two delegates prac-

tically withdrew his own memoran-
dum in favor of Comrade Foster’s
(with the above exception), and as to
the third delegate who was fundamen-
tally opposed to Comrade Foster’s
memorandum and ontline of activities
he was pleased by the paragraph
which proposed the censuring of Com-
rade Lore.

After mature deliberatioa. the
American commission framed, and the
Executive Committee of the Commu-
nist International adopted, a policy
and a plan of work for our party. The
theses on the American situation were
adopted by the Executive Committee
unanimously. The censuring of Com-
rade Lore and the declaration of the
necessity to carry on an ideological
campaign against the tendency rep-
resented by Comrade Lore is, thus, a
unanimous decision of the Executive
Committee of the Communist Interna-
tional. The decision was adopted be-
fore the Fifth Congress of the Com-
munist International, but having been
present at the sessions of the con-
gress and believing 1 understood the
spirit of the overwhelming majority
of the congress delegates, the writer
is quite certain that, as far as Com-
rade Lore is concerned, the congress
the highest governing body of the
Communist International, would have
fully agreed with the Executive Com-
mittee.

What, then, were the points of ac
cusation against Comrade Lore? Let
it be understood from the very start
that the E. C. C. I. did not under es-
timate Comrade Lore as a Communist
worker, as a man devoted to the class

struggle of the proletariat and as a
comrade of long standing in the labor
movement. Had the E. C. doubted
his Communism, he would not have
been tolerated in the international.
But the Executive Committee said,
there is a certain brand of Commu-
nism, a certain tendency in the Corn-,
muniat movement which is known as
opportunist or centrist, a tendency
which, while accepting the program
and the tactical line of the Communist
International, has not yet relinquished
from its mind the image of another
organization where discipline is less
exacting, the revolutionary lines are
less tightly drawn and the fight
against the socialist reformers is less
severe. This tendency Is in a con-
stant eovert or overt opposition to the
Communist International; it is sus-
picious of the decisions and policies
of the Communist International; It
chafes under the rule of international
discipline, and it expects evil from
what it terms the "lack of responsi-
bility” on th« part of “Moscow.” To
put it in brief: This tendency is against
the Bolshevik character of the C. I.
Such tendency, the Executive Commit-
tee said, is expressed:

a. In Comrade Lore’s support of
Serrati against the Comintern;

b. In Comrade Lore’s support of
Paul Levi against the Comintern;

c. In Comrade Lore’s siding with
what he understood to be the Trot-
sky policy against the majority of
the Russian Communist Party in the
dtscussion of last year;

d. In Comraae Lore’s attitude to-
wards the German revolution in the
fall of 1923;

e. In Comrade Lore's estimation
of what the Communist Internation-
al was and what, in his opinion, it
should not have been In the first
five years of its existence.

The Executive Comnrfttee of the
Communist International took the po-
sition that if the same general, tend-
ency manifests itself in the writings
of the same comrade in the course of
four or more years under varying cir-
cumstances, if the comrade only
seems to be waiting for an opportun-
ity to express his opinion in opposi-
tion to the stand of the Communist
International and if he persists in his
opinions, never repudiating what he
had erroneously defended before, then
this comrade must certainly be term-
ed a centrist The Executive Commit-
tee, further maintains that the writ-
ings of a comrade form a good basis
for judging his basic position. “Why
should we not judge on the basis of
articles, quotations and resolutions?"

Comrade Zinoviev said in his con-
cluding speech at the Fifth Congress,
“Theses, quotations and articles exist
justfor the purpose that on their basis
—of course, not on this alone—we
may judge.” As nearly everyone of
the comrades in the Executive Com-
mittee reads German fluently, it was

; possible for the Executive Committee
o get first-hand information on the
nature of Comrade Lore’s writings and
nn the general character of the Volks-
zeitnng, so that the decision cannot

1be attributed to “lack of information”
on the part of Moscow, as is often
claimed by C. I. opponents.

In order that those American com-
rades who do not remember the cases

Serrati, Paul Levi, etc., may eleariy
understood the Lore issue, it will be
well to recall those startling moments
In the history of our Communist In-

. ternational.
f The keynote to Comrade Lore's at-
titude was struck as early as Sep-
tember 29, 192®, in a Volkszeitung edi-
torial entitled: “Let us not allow non-
essentials to make us forget the basic
problem.’’ In this article which is di-
rected against Hillquit, Comrade Lore
writes:

“We also think (like Hillquit) that
Comrade Zinoviev should here and
there be more careful (grosser*
Diskretion ausuben) especially in
hia instructions to foreign sister
parties. And we also agree with
Hillquit that it does not belong to
the prime necessities to designate
everyone who differ from us in opin-
ions as a traitor.”
In these casual remarks is contain-

ed the nucleus, or, rather, two nuclei,
of what the C. I. considers centrism:

a dissatisfaction with the iron-clad
discipline of the C. 1., and a lenient at-
titude towards social-reformists. This
nucleus developed into a consistent
Volkszeitung policy in relation to Ser-
rati.

Serrati was a leader of the Italian
socialist party which had joined the
Communist International at its very
inception. The Italian socialist party
consisted of three wings: (1) the
Turati-Modigllan! group of a purely so-
cial-democratic nature (against "Max-
imalism,” against “destructive poli-
cies,” for work In parliaments, local
communal bodies and economic organ-
ization in order to organize socialist
society); (2) the Bordfga-Bombacci-
Terracini-Graziadei group of Coumftl-
nists who unequivocally accepted the
2i points (l e. conditions on which a
party may join the C. I. as adopted
at the Second Congress), who stood
far straight revolutionary work, V
need be illegally, also among the army
and navy, and who demanded a clean
split with the Turattt-Modigliani men-
sheviki; (3) the SerrotLßaratono
group which, while ostensibly accept
ing the program of the C. L and its
policies, refused to split with Turat
and his followers.

Serrati had been a delegate to the
Second Congress of the Communist
International and a member of its
praesidium. The Second Congress had
passed a resolution requesting the
Italian socialist party to convene an
extraordinary congress to split with
the reformists, in order that the Ital
ian party might become a real Com
munist Party, that Is to say, capable
of leading the workers in a revolu
tionary struggle.

Serrati refused to comply with the
express wish of the Communist In-
ternation Congress. Serrati commit-
ted a flagrant breach of Communist
discipline, the more conspicous by
virtue of the prominent position he oc-
cupied in the party as leader and edi-
tor of the Avanti.

The international and the Italian sit-
uation must be remembered as the
back ground of the Serrati crisis. The
world in general was full of explosives
The revolutionary tide was running
high all over Europe. The Commu-
nist International had just come into
existence as a leader of the world re-
volutionary movement. The Second
Congress was practically the first real
international congress of Communist
Parties. The Second Congress bad to
draw not only ideological but also or-
ganizational lines between Commu-
nists and reformists. Only with the
adoption of the 21 points could the
revolutionary wing of the working
class be organized as Communist
parties.

The urgent historic necessity of
Communist leadership became glaring-
ly evident with the treason of the Ital
: an reformists in the September. 1920,
revolutionary movement of the Italian
workers. This great movement prac-
tically paralyzed the capitalist state
Prime Minister Giolitti afterwards
confessed that the country had been
at the mercy of the striking working
masses who had occupied many hun-
dreds of factories, mines, landed es-
tates. The movement was frustrated
and a reign of fascism made possible
by the treason of the reformist lead-
ers of the General Confederation of
Labor, who did everything in their
power to prevent the proletariat from
seizing power (“The General Confed-
eration of Labor in which I had full
confidence,” said later the capitalist
premier, “showed that it deserved It”)
The masses were betrayed to capital-
ist hangmen by the reformists of the
Turati-Modigliani faction.

Even after this betrayal. Serrati re-
fused to part weys with Turati and his
comrades.

The Executive Committee of the
Communist International repeatedly
urged Serrati to purge the party of
reformists. Serrati was adamant.
While, he said at the Florence confer-
ence of his faction, “we are for the
Third International and accept the 21
points of party centralism, we cannot
sacrifice party unity,” In other words,
while nominally accepting the C. I.
discipline, he openly broke It In prac-
tice.

Things came to a brean. at the Livor-
no congress, which opened on Dec,-
29, 1920. Two days previous, a letter
was sent by the E. C. C. I. to the Ital
ian socialist party. The letter read in
part: “Once more we deem It neces-
sary to remind you, dear comrades,
that the C. I. will have nothing to do
with men belonging to the reformist
group. We categorically declare to you
that you have to choose between Ser-
rati, ITAragona and the Third Interna-
tional.” At the Livorno congress, Ser-
rati spilt the Italian socialist party, I.
a. he split away from the Communists
who were loyal to the C. I.

The Communist International was
ill an open conflict with Serrati over
the elementary problem of Communist
discipline. The Communists were
agitated the world over. At that time
Comrade Lora came out in defense of
Serrati against the Communist Inter-
national. Am editorial in the Volkszei-
tung January 25, 1921, named “After
Levorno,” quotea the above letter.
of the Executive Committee, then pro-
ceeds:

“In this last letter to the Italian
party, the Executive Committee of
the Third International demands, as
we see, the expulsion also es Serrati
who played a leading role at the
Second Congress of the Third Inter-
national. if the Executive Commit-
tee was right in declaring that colla-
boration with members affiliated to
the Amsterdam Trades Union Inter-
taional—which resolutely condemn-
ed the Bolaheviki at its London con-
gress in September—was impos-
sible; if it was perfectly justified in
demanding the expulsion of Turati
and D’Aragona, it put itself into the
wrong by’demanding the expulsion
of Serrati. Serrati may be a hot-
head and a bonehead, but nobody <

can dispute the fact that he is an
honest revolutionary. Just at little
can bn disputed that ha did enor-
mous things for the labor movement.
By throwing Serrati into one heap
with Turati and Co. ....one has
Injured the revolutionary movement
needlessly and, without ground.”
Comrade Lore thus declared that the

'C. I. was wrong, that Serrati was right
and that his merits in the revolution-
ary movement were his justification.

It may not be out of place to recall
what Lewta had to say about Serrati.
In an article, “False Speeches on Free-
dom,” published in the “Communist
International.” December, 1920, he
wrote: “Serrati, Baratono, Zanaroai,
BaccL Jaccomo, have already proven
with absolute clearness and beyond
any dispute that they are fundamently
wrong, that their political line (re-
fusing to part ways with the reform-
ists. M. J. O.) is basically wrong.”
“In such circumstances and at such
a moment the (Italian) party will be-
come a hundred times stronger, not
weaker, if the mensheviki will leave
it.”

“Such a propaganda as is now be-
ing conducted by the Milano edition of
the Avanti under Serrati's editor-
ship, does not educate the workers for
the revolution, on the contrary. It
brings demoralization into their
ranks.”

“Do not speak of freedom and
equality In general. Comrade Nobs (a
Swiss left socialist, editor of the Zur-
ich “Volksrecht” M. Q. J.) and Com-
rade Serrati! Speak es freedom not to
carry out the decisions of the Comin-
tern concerning the unconditional
duty to break with the opportunists
and ‘centrists' (who do not fall to un-
dermine, do not toil to sabotage the
proletarian dictatorship). Speak of
equality of opportunists and centrists
with Communists. Such freedom and
such equality we cannot recognise for
the Communist International.”

At the Third Congress of the Com-
munist international, in his speech oa
the Italian problem. July 28, 1921,
Lenin was even more outspoken. Turn-
ing to Lazzari. Lenin said: “By such
speeches as you and Serrati held here,
the revolution is not being prepared, it
is being disorganized.” Later: “Ser-
rati’s policy was a misfortune for
Italy.”

All other leaders of the Comintern
condemned the action of Serrati as
destructive. The only internatlonal-

(Continued on page 8)
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MUSIC
By Alfred

V
.Frankenstein

(C
ontinued

from
P

age
1.)

in
our

w
aters,

if
w

e
w

ould
not

pay
indem

nity
for

tw
o

spies
w

hom
we

had
put

into
prison.

O
ver

a
year

has
passed

and
E

ngland,
that

pow
erful

country,
has

passed
thru

a
political

crisis.
The

elections
w

ill
follow

and
the

labor
party,

w
hich

is
the

govern-
ing

party,
goes

into
the

fight
w

ith
the

slogan:
The

w
hole

treaty
w

ith
the

S
oviet

U
nion

w
ithout

deletions.
You

see
how

history
is

w
orking

fo
r

us.
O

ur
com

rades
som

etim
es

say
that

the
w

orld
revolution

is
proceeding

too
slow

ly
and

question
w

hether
the

C
om

intern
is

not
responsible

fo
r

the
slow

rate
of

advance.
I

am
ready

to
adm

it
that

the
revolutionizing

of
the

W
est

could
proceed

m
ore

rapidly.
In

fact
the

C
om

intern
could

and
ought

to
w

ork
m

ore
energetically.

B
utcom-

rades,
one

can
say

w
ithout

hesitation
that

if
yo

u
take

the
period

of
nine

m
onths

w
hich

has
just

elapsed,
we

can
hardly

com
plain

of
slow

ness.
In

these
nine

m
onths

we
have

w
itnessed

how
the

Second
Internationalhas

suc-
ceeded

to
the

governm
ent

in
a

num-
ber

of
countries

and,
under

sym
ptom

s
of

the
revolutionizing

of
the

w
orkers,

have
beenturned

out again-
T

he
D

em
ocratic-P

acifist
E

ra
is

O
nly

a
H

ostorical
E

pisode.
It

has
been

said
of

late
that

an
epoch

or
era

of
dem

ocratic
pacifism

had
arrived:

in
E

ngland
a

m
enshe-

vist
g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t;
in

Prance
a

govern-
m

ent
of

the
“le

ft
bloc,”

actively
sup-

ported
by

socialists;
in

D
enm

ark
a

socialdem
ocratic

governm
ent;

in
Bel-

gium
a

labor
governm

ent
is

expected
a

n
y

day;
in

Jugo-S
lavia

the
D

avidovic
cabinet,etc.

In
one

w
ord,an

epoch
of

dem
ocratic

pacifism
.

Som
e

com
rades

jum
ped

to
the

conclusion
that

this
w

illretard
the

proletarian
w

orld
revo-

lution
fo

r
years;

that
a

prolonged
peaceful

period
of

capitalism
has

set
in

and
that

therefore
a

change
of

tac-
tics

is
necessary.

If
we

fa
ith

fu
lly

des-
cribe

the
events

w
hich

are
proceeding

in
E

urope
we

m
ust

say,
and

the
F

ifth
W

orld
C

ongress
has

said,
that

the
bourgeoisie

is
attem

pting
by

m
eans

of
the

m
ensheviki

to
introduce

a
new

sort
of

governm
ent

because
they

can
no

longer
govern

w
ith

the
old

m
ethods

o
f

terror
and

brutality.
T

hey
were

com
pelled

to
don

the
m

ask
of

paci-
fism

and
of

dem
ocracy,

and
fo

r
the

second
tim

e
after

the
w

ar
to

invite
representatives

of
the

Secend
Inter-

national
to

take
the

reigns
of

govern-
m

ent.
The

F
ifth

C
ongress

of
the

C
om

intern
had,

as
a

result
of

an
analysis

of
the

situation
w

hich
had

arisen,
com

e
to

the
conclusion

that
this

epoch
w

ill
not

last
long,

that
it

is
a

m
asquerade

of
the

bourgeoisie
and

is
not

a
sign

of
its

strength
but

of
its

w
eakness.

E
very

change
of

epoch—
from

fas-
cism

to
pacifism

,
from

dem
ocracy

to
w

hite
dictatorship

and
vice

versa—
-

shakes
the

foundation
of

the
bour-

geois
w

orld.
The

dem
ocratic

pacifist
era

w
ill

pass
by

and
the

revolution
w

ill
com

e.
A

nd
it

is
our

task
to

ex-
pose

those
w

ho
disguise

them
selves;

to
tear

off
the

m
asks

and
to

rem
ain

uncom
prom

ising
B

olsheviki
to

the
end.

H
ence

the
slogan:

B
olshevizing

our
parties!

W
hat

do
w

e
see

now
?

If
M

acDon-
ald

has
to

go
and

Lloyd
and

C
urzon

take
his

place,
w

here
then

w
ill

the
notorious

dem
ocratic-pacifist

era
be?

There
w

ill
be

nothing
left

of
it.

The
P

osition
of

H
erriot

Is
No

B
etter.

In
the

France
of H

erriot,
pacifism

is
likew

ise
fading

aw
ay

before
it

has
reached

fu
ll

bloom
.

W
e

have
justhad

a
visit

from
M

arty.
H

e
has

told
us

of
the

feeling
prevailing

in
France.

There
is

no
longer

any
m

agic
in

the
idea

of
the

left
bloc,

w
hich

a
few

m
onths

ago
quite

turned
the

heads
of

the
population.

D
uring

the
elec-

tion
cam

paign
H

erriot,
in

order
to

gain
the

votes
of

the
civil

servants,
prom-

ised
them

an
increase

of
salary

of
150

francs
a

m
onth.

N
ow

he
is

a
t

the
head

of
the

g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t

and
the

posi-
tion

of
the

civil
servants

has
not

im-
proved.

The
electors

rem
em

ber
this

prom
ise

and
say:

N
ow

you
are

in
the

governm
ent,

therefore
pay

up
this

1,800
francs.

This
figure

of
1,800francs

is
now

the
m

ost
popularslogan.

Just
im

agine
how

a
m

ere
trifle

such
as

an
increase

of
salaries

to
1,800

francs
can

shake
the

w
hole

left
bloc,

w
ith

H
erriot,

and
the

w
hole

dem
ocratic-pa-

cifist
era.

This
is

an
interesting

historical epi-
sode.

The
underlying

class
antagon-

ism
s

are
grow

ing
m

ore
acute.

The
bourgeoisie

and
the

proletariat
are

facing
one

another
in

sharply
divided

fronts.
W

e
Have

No
C

ause
to

Be
D

espondent.
The

course
of

events
is

notso
tardy

as
it

seem
s.

If
yo

u
consider

the
events

before
the

w
ar,

there
did

hot
occur

in
the

course
of

10
years

so
m

any
im

portant
events

as
now

occur
in

the
course

of
10

days.
In

E
ngland

in
the

m
an

stronghold
of

capitalism
,

the
m

ost
Im

portant
party

ofthe
Sec

ond
International,

in
response

to
the

pressure
of

their
ow

n
w

orers,
w

ill
"shed

blood”
for

us
the

B
olsheviki

H
ow

has
this

unexpected
circum

stance
arisen?

In
the

last
resort

the
course

of
events

is
not

determ
ined

by
our

clever
"diplom

acy,”
but

by
such

sim-
ple

facts
as

the
course

of
the

class
struggle,

upon
w

hich
is

based
M

arx-
ism

,
Leninism

and
the

C
om

intern.
The

course
of

history
determ

ines
that

the
w

orking
class

of
E

ngland,
w

ith
a

rich
upper

strata,
w

ith
a

stro
n

g
labor

aristocracy,
regardless

of
the

preju
dices

against
B

olshevism
,

perceives
and

feels
the

correctness
ofour

stand-
point

and
cannot

be
deceived

by
G

eorgian
fa

iry
tales.

A
differentiation

has
set

in
in

the
E

nglish
w

orking
class,

and
this

is
a

w
orld-historical

event.
M

arx
once

said
that

a
revolution

w
ithout

E
ngland

w
ould

only
be

a
storm

in
a

tea
cup

Forthe
w

orld
pow

er
of

E
ngland

rests
upon

India,
E

gypt,
etc.

W
hat

shall
we

w
ish

as
a

result
of

the
approaching

elections?
W

e
desire

from
the

bottom
of

our
hearts

a
vic-

tory
for

M
acD

onald.
M

acD
onald

re-
cently

announced
before

the
w

hole
w

orld
that

he
is

no
C

om
m

unist.Love’s
labor

lost!
W

ho
could

charge
M

ac-
D

onald
w

ith
having

anything
in

com-
m

on
w

ith
C

om
m

unism
?

W
e

know
this

quite
w

ell,
and

in
spite

of
it

w
e

whole-
heartedly

w
ish

M
acD

onald
a

victory
in

the
elections

and
desire

that
he

w
ill

enjoy
his

victory
not

only
for

nine
m

onths,
but

for
eighteen

or
m

ore
m

onths.
B

ut
we

confess
that

w
e

w
ill

not
weep

if
he

suffers
a

defeat.
In

either
case

the
E

nglish
labor

m
ove

m
ent

w
ill

go
forw

ard.
The

P
opularity

of
the

S
oviet

U
nion

A
m

ong
the

W
orkers

of
the

W
est

is
G

row
ing.

N
ever

before
were

our
S

oviets
so

popular
in

the
eyes

of
the

w
orking

masses —
even

of
the

reform
ist

work-
ers—

as
at present

In
the

years
1920-

22,
the

years
of

hunger
and

disaster,
the

idea
of

the
S

oviet
pow

er
w

as
not

so
attractive

am
ong

this
section

of
the

w
orkers.

B
ut

now
all

w
orkers

know
,

even
the

reform
ist

w
orkers,

that
our

cause
is

advancing.
T

hey
say:

Even
if

w
ages

w
ith

yo
u

are
low

er
we

see
that

things
w

ith
yo

u
are

on
the

up-grade,
but

w
ith

us
in

Eu-
rope

they
are

on
the

dow
n-grade.

It
is

now
perfectly

clear
that

in
one

or
tw

o
ye

a
rs

the
question

of
w

orkers’
efficiency,

say
fo

r
instance,

in
the

Ko-
lom

na
factory,

w
ill

be
of

international
im

portance.
The

w
orkers

of
the

w
hole

w
orld

w
ill

pass
judgm

ent
upon

us.
C

om
rade

Fim
m

en
w

hen
he

w
as

in
M

oscow
related

the
follow

ing
inter-

esting
episode:

H
e

had
received

a
let-

terfrom
the

chairm
an

t>fthe
reform

ist
seam

en’s
union

of
a

certain
country.

This
individual

w
as

a
hopeless

re-
form

ist
and

a
hater

of
M

oscow
.

And
this

trade
union

leader
had

received
a

pam
phlet

published
by

our
seam

en’s
union,

w
hich

contained
particulars

as
to

the
conditions

of
w

ork
and

term
s

of
engagem

ent
of

seam
en

in
the

Sov-
ietU

nion.
H

e
read

this
brochure

and
now

w
rites

to
Fim

m
en:

I
have

read
the

particulars
regarding

the
condi-

tions
of

w
ork

of
the

seam
en

in
the

S
oviet

U
nion;

if
these

are
true,

it
m

eans
that

we
have

been
sham

efnlly
deceived.

You
see

w
hat

enorm
ous

propagan-
dist

im
portance

is
possessed

by
such

a
m

inor
thing

as
the

w
orking

day
in

the
socialist

republic.W
orkers

alw
ays

rem
ain

w
orkers,

even
if

they
are

re-
form

ists.
W

hen
they

were
told

that
v/ith

us
starvation,

and
cannibalism

prevails,
and

that
the

w
orkers

are
livin

g
in

slavery,
etc.,

these
reform

ist
w

orkers
did

not
understand

the
Rus-

sian
revolution.

B
ut

flo
w

w
hen

they
see

the
reverse

side
of

the
m

edal—
-

that
the

w
orkers

are
free,

that
the

efficiency
of

labor
is

increasing,
that

the
situation

is
im

proving—
then

the
Soviet

pow
er

and
its

ideas
becom

e
the

g
re

a
te

st
propagandist

force
in

the
w

hole
w

orld,
and

begin
to

sound
like

a
tocsin

as
they

never
sounded

before.
W

e
have

every
reason

to
be

satis-
fied

w
ith

the
experience

of
the

last
nine

m
onths.

W
e

w
ill,

of
course,

fol-
low

the
election

cam
paign

in
E

ngland
w

ith
the

greatest
interest.

It
is

said

ofus
that

w
e

are
sending

C
om

m
unist

agitators
there.

“W
ise”

bourgeois
gentry

of
the

type
of

H
ughes

claim
that

I
have

a
hundred

agitators
up

m
y

sleeve
w

hom
Ican

dispatch
to

a
n

y
desired

co
u

n
try.

I
am

sorry
to

say
I

am
not

endow
ed

w
ith

such
a

capacity.
W

e
hope

that
even

the
leaders

of
the

labor
p

a
rty,

w
hile

agitating
for

them
-

selves,
w

ill
be

com
pelled

to
te

ll
the

trqth
regarding

the
S

oviet
U

nion.
A

nd
the

w
orking

class
of

E
ngland

w
ill

see
thatour

S
oviet

U
nion

w
ill

point
o

u
t

the
w

ay
to

the
w

hole
w

orld,
for

the
truth

is
on

our
side.

For
thruout

the
w

hole
w

orld
it

is
not

the
ideas

of pet-
ty

bourgeois,
m

enshevist,
“construc-

tive”
pseudo-socialism

w
hich

are
pro-

ceeding
to

victory,
but

the
ideas

of
Leninism

.

The
Lessons

ofM
acDonaldism

"M
adam

e
B

utterfly,”
a

m
asquerade

party
in

three
acts,

set
to

m
usic

by
G

iacom
o

Puccini,
w

as
given

by
the

f'V
c

!>go
C

ivic
opera

co
m

p
a

n
y

last
M

onday
night.

Itwas
a

b
itm

ore
than

just
a

p
e

rfo
rm

a
n

ce
of

the
opera.

It
w

as
a

sort
of

m
em

orial cerem
ony,

for
the

com
poser

had
been

scarcely
forty-

eight
hours

dead
w

hen
the

curtain
w

ent
up

on
this

opera,
w

hich
is,-next

to
“La

Bohem
e,”

his
m

ost
popular

w
ork.
A

criticism
of

“B
u

tte
rfly”

is
a

criti-
cism

of
Puccini,

for
obvious

reasons.
A

ltho
"Tosca”

is
probably

a
greater

opera,
“B

u
tte

rfly”
re

p
re

se
n

ts
a

norm
of

P
uccini’s

achievem
ent.

F
ully

a
third

of
it

padding,
obvious,

trite,
sim-

ply
throw

n
in.

The
rest

is
som

e
of

the
m

ost
inspired

and
lovely

lyrical
m

elody
in

m
usical

literature.
There

is
alw

ays
a

w
iping

of
eyes

in
the

audi-
ence

at
the

conslusion
of

the
aria,

“O
ne

D
ay

H
e’ll C

om
e,”

at
the

begin-
ning

of
the

second
act,

there
is

gen-
erally

a
com

m
ingling

of
te

a
rs

and
applause

at
the

final
curtain.

M
ost

of
them

have
heard

the
opera

tim
e

and
again,and

ye
t

there
is

alw
ays

the
sam

e
effect.

W
hich

m
eans,

P
uccini

vias
a

success,
both

artistically
and

financially.
He

never
startles

us,
he

never
m

akes
w

onderat
his

novelty
of

invention,
but

he
can

m
ake

us
w

eep.
As

to
the

perform
ance

of
M

onday
night,

the
best

w
ork

w
as

done
by

a
tiny

little
lady

w
hose

nam
e

w
as

not
on

flhe
p

ro
g

ra
m

.
A

t
a

n
y

rate
she

played
the

p
a

rt
of

M
adam

e
Butter-

fly’s
baby,

and
she

was
the

first
child

I
have

ever
seen

take
the

part
with-

out
looking

som
ething

like
a

kew
pie

doll.
E

dith
M

ason
was

v
e

ry
fine

in
the

nam
e

part.
She

did
n

o
t

look
her

role,
at

least
not

as
aptly

as
other

singers
look

the
p

a
rt,

w
hich

is
not

her
fault,

but
in

her
acting

and
sing-

ing
she

w
as

the
deluded

little
Japan-

I CHICAGOSOCIETYFOR
TECH.AIDTORUSSIA

CELEBRATESTONIGHT
The

C
hicago

S
ociety

fo
r

Techni-
cal

A
id

to
S

oviet
R

ussia
w

ill
cele-

brate
its

fifth
anniversary

on
Saturn

day,
Dec.

6,
at

8
p.

m
.

in
the

as-
sem

bly
hall

of
the

S
oviet

School,
1902

W
.

D
ivision

St.,
C

hicago.
Rus-

sian
labor

organizations
are

invited
to

send
their

representatives
to

the
celebration.

An
interesting

program
is

being
prepared.

A
n

o
th

e
r

group
of

the
agricultural

com
m

une
“R

ed
R

ay”
of

the
Chica-

go
S

ociety
for

Technical
A

id
to

S
oviet

Russia
w

ill
leave

fo
r

O
dessa

this
S

aturday
at

m
idnight.

A
fare-

w
ell

w
ill

be
given

to
them

at
this

affair.
AH

supporters
of

the
w

ork
of

the
society

are
urged

to
be

present
ts

give
these

“pioneers”
a

good
sendoff.

The
affair

prom
ises

to
be

a
lively

one
as

the
orchestra

of
the

Y.
W

.
L.

w
ill

play
a

prom
inent

role
in

the
program

and
the

danoing
that

w
ill

follow
.

The
three

B
holly

dancing
children

In
R

ussian
costum

es
w

ill
participate

in
the

program
.

M
any

other
Interesting

num
ber*.

C
ornel

Adm
ission

only
38

cento.

ese
g

irl.
C

harles
H

ackett,
as

P
inkerton,

had
one

of
the

queerest
roles

in
opera.

P
inkerton

is
a

dissolute
and

reprehen-
sible

sort
of

cuss,
but

his
part

in
the

opera
m

akes
him

a
highly

idealized
villain.

H
ackett

sang
the

party
ade-

quately,
but

P
inkerton

is
not

a
v
e

ry
g

re
a

t
tenor

role.
The

sm
allerparts,

such
as

the
serv-

ant
S

u
zu

ki,
played

by
Flora

P
erini,

the
A

m
erican

consul
S

harpless,
w

hich
Giacom

o
R

im
ini

sang,
and

the
m

ar-
riage

broker,
as

Ludovico
O

liviero
portrayed

him
,

w
ere

all
excellent,

and
contributed

to
the

m
aking

of
the

fram
e

and
background

for
M

iss
Ma-

son’s
lead.

C
ostum

es
and

scenery
suggested

a
w

ould-be
Japanese

tea
house

on
Sheri-

dan
road

rather
than

real
Japan.

The
m

ain
reason

for
that

is
thateven

tho
yo

u
give

a
m

an
a

W
illiam

Z.
Foster

haircut
(I’ve

got
to

retaliate
some-

how
for

his
referring

to
the

LaFollette
m

ovem
ent

as
a

“F
rankenstein”)

and
dross

him
up

in
a

kim
ono,

he
w

on’t
look

ve
ry

Japanese
if

his
features

and
build

are
those

of
R

om
e.

Lore
and

the
Com

intern
(C

ontinued
from

page
6)

ly
know

n
C

om
m

unist
w

ho
supported

S
errati

was
Paul

Levi
of

sham
eful

m
em

ory,
the

m
an

w
ho

later
found

a
resting

place
in

the
arm

s
of

the
Ger-

m
an

social-dem
ocrats.

C
om

rade
Lore

called
P

aul
Levi

to
w

itness
the

cor-
rectness

of
his

(Lore’s)
attitude

to-
w

ards
S

errati.
O

n
F

ebruary
19,

1921,
the

V
olkszeitung

reprinted
from

the
“R

ote
Fahne”

an
article

by
P

aul Levi,
praising

the
S

errati
g

ro
u

p
beyond

w
ords

and
expressing

hope
that

the
C

om
m

unist
International

w
ould

keep
them

.
A

footnote
of

the
editor

to
the

article
reads:

“It
gives

us
vivid

satisfaction
that

C
om

rade
D

r.
P

aul
Levi,

author
of

this
article,

takes
a

position
tow

ards
the

Italian
congress

and
particular-

ly,
tow

ards
the

S
errati

g
ro

u
p

w
hich

is
perfectly

identical
w

ith
the

posi-
tion

of
the

V
olkszeitung

as
express-

ed
in

our
editorialthree

w
eeks

ago.”
C

om
rade

Lore
thus

links
him

self
w

ith
PaulLevi.

W
e

shall
see

that
this

relationship
was

destined
to

becom
e

m
ore

pronounced
later.

(S
econd

article
w

ill
be

published
in

next
issue

of
this

supplem
ent.)

SU
FFER

IN
G

FRO
M

ELEC
TIO

N
SHO

CK!
(C

ontinued
from

page
5)

Internationalfits
ourcase

to
the

point.
This

v
e

ry
negative

attitude
can

be
clearly

seen
in

the
latest

statem
ents

of
the

C
.

E.
C.,

T.
U

.E
.L.

and
Y.

W
.

L.,
and

C
om

rade
Bittelm

an’s
articles.

B
y

refusing
to

recognize
the

crying
need

for
a

political
unity

of
proletar-

ians,
w

ho
are

slow
ly,

but surely
forced

to
look

fo
r

political
w

eapons,
and

as
yetare

fa
r

from
being

able
to

under-
stand

a
necessity

for
a

C
om

m
unist

P
arty,

we
w

ill
only

play
into

the
hands

of
our

yellow
s.

A
nd,

if
the

T.
U.

E.
L.

statem
ent

reflects
the

new
C

.
B.

C
.

policy
correctly,

then
they

are
already

on
“com

m
on

place
syn-

dicalist”
grounds.

B
ut

they
shall

not
rem

ain
there!
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