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WHAT IS LOREISM?
PARTY of action must strip itself
for action. In order to be able

to overcome all the numerous obstac-
les in the path of action the party
must cleanse itself of all inner ob-
stacles to action for one on that
path,

Loreism is such a serious inner ob-
stacle to action for our party. To
eliminate Loreism is a major task of
our party at the present time. Our
coming convention must mobilize our
party completely for the accomplish-
ment of this task.

What is Loreism? Loreism is an
American variety of opportunism
which manifests itself internationally
in this period of temporary lull in
the world revolution. This opportun-
ism makes its appearance as Brand-
lerism in Germany, as Trotskyism in
Russia, as Bubnickism "in Czecho-
Slovakia and as Loreism in America.
Thus we find that while Loreism is a
gpecific American product, yet, it is
made of a substance that must sup-
ply the opportunists in all Communist
parties with material for thetr “plat-
forms.

HE rapid d;'velopmem of American

(-ubhulism in the last decades has
long shut=up completely all avenues of
escape from an existence as a wage
gslave that existed for energetic
American workers in a limited way
in the pioneer days, And the effects
of the world war upon the economic
structure of America has consolidated
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the working class. Thls consolidation
is gradually, but surely, killing what-
ever illusions of “chances” may still
exist in the heads of Amerlcan work-
ers and is thus offering the basis of
the formation of the American work-
ers into a political entity as a class.

This process représents a revolu-
tionary event of first importance. It
accelerates the development of con-
sciousness and militincy among the
workers. It confronts the conscious
revolutionary section of the workers
with tasks that dem#nd Imperatively
to stop talking and philosophizing and
begin action and ;organizing. Thus,
while in the revolutionary movements
and parties of old all sorts of tend-
encies could philesephize about the
labor movement alongside each other
within the same .aorganization this
“harmony” is no longer possible in
this period of actiom Action demands
ideological unity of the revolutionists,

It is for these reasons that seeming-
ly . little differences in conception de-
velop in our movement at the present
time into deep going and important
deviations, Loreism is such a devia-
tion. The more our party develops
into a revolutionary party of action,
a Bolshevist party, the more will the
foreign substanced 'Within our party
come to the surfeee. The tremen-
dous task of our pety will need readi-
ness and ability oft action. Foreign
substdances, standing in the way of
such action, either must be speedily
assimilated in the of active Bol-
shevization and Bolshevist action, or
it must be ﬂnnlbmm

OREISM is such a foreign sub-

stance. It presents the Ameri-
can variety of vacillating centrism.
Eternal hesitancy before action, vacil-
lation between one road of action and
the other, and when action can no
longer be avoided the invariable
choosing of the wrong road, are the
outstanding characteristics of this
tendency.

The attitude of this tendency to-
ward the tasks of the party are deter-
mined by an essentially petty bour-
geois approach. The Communist
Party for them is not an integral and
inseparable part of the working class,
fighting the battles of the workers—
not for them, but with them—but it
is a sort of settlement work with the
task of uplifting. These comrades
reason this way: The emancipation
of the workers can only be accomp-
lished by the- workers themselves.
But the workers need education to ac-
complish it. The party must convey
this education to them. That is done
with lectures, books, programs, ete.
No action is needed. Action is even
detrimental-—because the education of
the workers i8 not yet completed,
they are not ready for action, amd
under these conditions action becomes
adventurism and putchism.

THE total lack of understanding ot

the tasks of a Communist Party,
paired with an utter lack of confi-
dence in the abilities of the working
class, itself, always supplles an ex-
cuse to these comrades why a certain
thing should not be done at a certain
time. And their aversion to action is
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invariably cloaked in a mantle of
“realism,” This' pseudo realism leads
to paraly¥d and' is one of the most
dangerous ilﬁo@lona of Loreism.
At the s q tl we find this op-
portunism parade under the tune of
radical phrases. The division of so-
ciety into two cluses is a very rigid
one in the ey” ‘of these comrades.
On one slde ‘is the proletariat, on the
other the bourgeollle This concept
determines, the uthtude of these com-
rades toward ‘the farmers. The
farmers belon; to, the bourgeoisie,
ergo they are reactionary enemies of
the proletariat and must be combat-
ted. No compromise with them—No
alliance. That all sounds very radi-
cal, but it is not. «It. 18, in the last
analysis, only another argument
hated action,, It is funda-
mentally anti-revolutidnary = because
it attempts to prevent the revolution-
ary movement from exploiting the
inner diviisons of the capitalist class
which are especially sarious between
petty and big bourgeoisie. In place
of revolutionary action they want to
put on the throne the revolutlonary
phrase.
THE more rapidly capitallsm pushel
onward in America, the morelthe
growing class antagonisms call for
action, the more dangerous becomes
the opportunist, even tho, and the
more 8o when, he covers up his_lack
of revolutionary energy and under-
standing with a revolutionary phrase.
A shining example of this m gf
tation of Loreism is an article z-
ten and published by Comrade ;.o?c

two months ago about the Chinese
¢ituation. In -this article Lore de-
clares that the present struggle in
China is a nationalist one, that the
workers fighting under the banner of
nationalism hope to free themselves
from oppression. But that is Utopia,
says Lore. First English, French,
Japanese, etc, imperfallsm {is 80
strong that the Cihense workers ‘hav.
no chance of victory. And even .
they would accomplish the lmpoulb;z
it would not mean anything because
the foreign exploiter would be replac-
ed by the Chinese exploiter and
things would remain for the Chinese
workers as they are today. The only
way to emancipation for the' Chinese
worker lies in the Communist revolu-
tion. But, so concludes Lore, the
time for that has not yet come, = '
HERE we have opportunism in
“Reinkulture.,” Here is the log-
ical conclusion: A nationalist fight
useless—a Communist - fight prema-
ture; therefore why fight. No under-
standing of the dialectics of social
struggles which can make and do
make a Communist fight out of a na-
tional one, which made a proletarian
revolution out of a bourgeois one. No
understanding of the international
character of all proletarian struggles
in the age of imperialism; no ink
of the possibility that what may -m{
as a nationalist revolt in India or
Chila miy end as a proletd
volt in England or elsewherd.
tionar; m phrase, but anti-re:
ary l ‘actice, that js t.l\d
charadferistic of Loreiwm,

il w0 Al

W, /

P



