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Austria’s ‘New Beginning’

By LUDWIG LORE

F ever a Social Democracy
proved that it can fight, it was
that of Austria. It is true that its
leaders waited too long because
they hoped that the final conflict
might be avoided, true that this

"| gave the Christian Social fascist

government the opportunity to ar-
rest the important functionaries in
charge of the workers’ arms de-
posits before it struck its final
blow against the party and ordered
its soldiers and Heimwehr troops
to smash the labor movement. But
despite the mistakes of its leaders
the world will never forget that the
workers of Austria and the men at
their head put up a fight which
embued the proletariat of every
other country with new courage
and did much to-restore the faith
they had almost lost in the mission
and future of the labor movement.

Austria’s Social Democrats, al-
ways on the Left Wing of the So-
cialist Labor International, have
learned from what happened in
Austria, Germany and in other
countries.

Questions Old Guard

A letter sent by the Vienna Cen-
tral Committee of Revolutionary
Socialists to the Executive of the
International when it met in Brus-
sels at the end of May shows this
clearly. This committee is the re-
presentative of the Party’s under-
ground movement in Austria and
recognizes the authority and pub-
lications of the Secial Democracy.
But it is dissatisfied with its pro-
gram. The Austrian comrades are
realists enough to know that, in
the present situation, it would
profit the Social Democracy of

| Austria little to adopt revolution-

ary precepts while the Interna-
tional persists in its “Old Guard”
stand.

For that reason it turns to the
Executive of the Socialist Labor
International in a letter Wﬁich, af-
ter expressing its appreciation of
the financial assistance rendered
by the affiliated parties to the
Austrian comrades continues as
follows:

For Armed Uprising

“But Austria’'s Socialists expect
from the International ideological
as well as practical help in the
form of a serious consideration of
their particular problems. The
fascist dictatorship has destroyed
whatever democratic or reformist-
ic illusions the Austrian masses
may have cherished in the past.
Today they know thai fascist op-
preesion can only be broken by the
power of labor, by an armed up-
rising of the proletariat: To pre-
pare for this revolution of the
people is the task of the Austrian
Social Demceracy. Its work can
have but one aim: conquest of the
power of the state and the erec-
tion of a proletarian dictatorship
which must destroy the political
and economic foundations of capi-
talist society to achieve the class-
less state, the socialist democracy.”

“Undoubtedly”, the letter con-
tinues, “the International accepts
these precepts as the common
property of those who have gone
through the inferno of fascist dic-
tatorship. But it will bring the
world nearer to a socialist future
if the International and its affiliat-
ed parties will make these precepts
their owa as well.”

Appeals For Unity

The letter closes with a warm ap-
peal for unity of the proletariat:

“In the fight against fascist dic-
tatorship nothing distinguishes the
Socialist worker from his Com-
munist class comrade. Both endure
the same persecution and suffer-
ing, as they always worked for
the same ultimate aim. Under a
fascist dictatorship there 1s noth-
ing in their tactics which divides
them. We do not underestimate
the difficulties which stand in the
way of an understanding between
the SLI and the CI on both sides;
nevertheless we demand that on
the side of the Social Democracy
everything be done that is human-
ly possible to bring about a union
of our forces. As a minimum we
demand that the SLI approach the
CI with proposals for an honest
non-aggression pact, at least for
all fascist countries.”



