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A Reply to a 

1 Do we hold that t:he revolution must come 
by violence? 

• To answer this question by "yes" or "no" 
would he asinine. It may. Again, it may not. 
The left Wing, all the protest of the Right Wing 
to the contrary notwithstanding, repudiates Social­
ism by assassination. The Left Wing hopes that 
the proletariat will conquer its enemy, the capital­
ist class, with as little bloodshed as possible. Ex­
cept for the capitalist-imperialist statesmen, we 
know of none who delight to bathe in blood-of 
others. As Socialists, let us take our guidance 
from history for a correct answer to this question. 
A careful perusal of the periods of revolution will 
show that revolutions, in themselves, do not bring 
about bloodshed. There is abundant historical 
proof to show that it is the counter-revolution that 
always causes bloodshed. Bloodshed only follows 
when the deposed regime attempts to overthrow 
the revolution. For us in America, peaceful Anglo­
Saxon England, the classical example of revolu­
tions without bloodshed or violence, furnishes par­
ticularly strong evidence substantiating our conten­
tion. In Cromwell's days no one desired civil war 
except the Royalists. The King fled to organize 
an army to march again_st London. By this action 
civil war was forced upon the revolutionary party. 
Remember that only Charles' treachery and in­
trigues forced Cromwell to carry out his threat 
against the King :-"We will cut off his head, with 
the crown upon it". 

The most recent proof of this historical truth is 
furnished by Russia and Hungary. In Russia 
bloodshed accompanied the Revolution because of 
the treachery and intrigue of the deposed regime of 
the bourgeoisie and landholders. A bloody trail 
follows Kolchack's thrusts. The Red Terror was 
an answer to the counter-revolution encouraged by 
Clemenceau, Wilson and George, "the three great 
representatives of the three greatest democracies 
of the world". 

To date there has been very little violence in 
Hungary. But should the counter-revolution rear 
its ugly head, the Hungarian proletariat will no 
doubt shows its valor and prowess. Yes! Only 
history can answer this question affirmatively or 
negatively, And in America, as elsewhere, it is the 
bourgeoisie who will play the leading role in this 
historical act. Upon them alone will fall the re­
sponsibility for violence should it accompany a 
proletarian revolution in America. 

II. Do we hold that the Revolut.ion must come 
by the General Strike? 

Neither can this question be answered correctly 
by an immediate "yes" or "no". The General 
Strike is no doubt a powerful weapon in the hands 
of the proletariat. The General Strike is without 
question dreaded by the capitalist class. Notice 
how the murderous bourgeois-Socialist "democracy" 
of Germany trembles at the General Strike. Recall 
the chill sent through the backs of the American 
bourgeoisie by the Seattle strike. Witness the con­
sternation in the camp of Canada's bourgeoisie as a 
result of the Winnipeg atfair. The Left Wing 
doesn't say that the revolution must come by the 
general strike. But the Left Wing does say that 
there is enough historical proof to show that the 
General Strike is a very valuable weapon in the 
hands of the working class. Should conditions de­
mand a general strike in order to undermine the 
bourgeoisie, then well and good, the Left Wing is 
for it. It is the purpose of the Left Wing to make 
the proletariat of America class conscious enough 
to resort to the general strike whenever the situa­
tion calls for it. 

III. If so why nominate candidates at all and 
enter politics? 

Whether the first two questions are to he an­
swered by "yes" or "no" only the future can tell, 
hut whatever history's answer will he, the Left 
Wing does believe in nominating candidates and 
entering politics. To the Left Wing the struggle 
for seats in bourgeois parliaments is a guage, meas­
uring working class maturity. The parliamentary 
method may not he a perfect method (and we cer­
tainly say that it is not perfect) of testing proletar­
ian hopes and readiness. We are aware of the 
numerous bars set up by the bourgeoisie. Yet it 
does show to what fervor the class struggle has 
been worked up, and to what temperature class 
weapons have been heated. While Communism 
will reject parliamentary government, it will not 
destroy all of its elements. Commu~ism will make 
an unpreverted use of the only good characteristic 
of Parliametarism, the representative element. 

The Left Wing gladly welcomes the opportunity 
of "participating in election campaigns for the 
immediate purpose of winning legislative seats. 
In this sense, too, we urge the use of political ac­
tion as a revolutionary weapon". A real Socialist, 
a Left Wing campaign will emphasize the implaca-
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Non-Partisan League Farmer 
By Jay Lovestone 

Dear Comrades :-1 have just finished reading THE 

COMMUNIST of April 26, in its entirety. . 
I am in hearty approval of a Party of action, but I'm 

afraid I am not as well informed on the subject as I ought 
to be, and I am writing you for light. I am a farmer and 
in the seven years since I joined the Socialist Party, I 
have been recognized as the most successful local organ­
izer the Party had in this state prior to the debacle caus­
ed by the Non-Partisan League andci seem to be considered 
still so much of an enemy of society that many folks here­
abouts thing the country would be safer if I were deported 
-although my highland forebears came to Massachusette 
about 1630. 

Lack of opportunity for close association with old time 
Socialists and dependent almost entirely upon propaganda 
papers for our information of Socialist activities, we who 
want the truth so much have been forced to our own inter­
pretations of events and sometimes we find it very difficult 
to analyze them satisfactorily. 

For instance-Do you hold that the revolution must come 
by violence? Or by a general strike? If so, why nominate 
cadidates at all or enter politics? I have proceeded on 
the theory that when 51 per cent of the electoral should 
vote the S. P. ticket, we could institute an Industrial regime 
and I am certain that that idea is uppermost in the minds 
of the red-handed, nervy Socialists who organized the Non­
Partisan League and three years ago stole the machinery 
of the Republican Party in this state and have so ma:r­
shalled the support of the workers in this state that we 
virtually have a state Soviet-of farmers. 

I can scarcely conceive of your asserting that the Con­
stitutional amendments adopted here last fall by plebicite 
and the legislative acts now about to be referred are not 
revolutionary. But if such is your contention please ex­
plain. 

I have refrained-as have many other Reds out here-­
from endorsing the League until this year. But I cannot 
help feeling that our Governor and many other state offi­
cials are standing up nobly to the job of carrying out the 
industrial program inaugurated by our recent legislature 
and deserve the earnest support of all radicals. The Non­
Partisan League program does not encompass as much as 
I should like, but shall we refuse a baby's cry for food be­
cause it cannot eat meat? 

It seems to me that this is fundamental. Some of our 
state officials had proved traitors, but they are only mak­
ing the farmers firmer in their determination to fight the 
exploiters. 

I do not want to be found conservative if the time comes 
for "action," but it strikes me that possibly you who have 
taken so active a part in the struggle for liberty, have seen 
so much abuse that you fail to grasp the idea or doubt the 
possibility of a peaceful revolution brought about at the 
ballot-box. 

If the control of the A. F. of L. should shift from Gom­
pers to men of your choosing, would you still insist on a 
"Socialist" party or would you grant that a "Labor" party 
might get more votes? In other words, would you admin­
ister quinine in a teaspoon or a capsul? 

Sincerely yours, D. I. ToDD. 

ble character of the class struggle and will become 
a great channel for propaganda. To the Left Wing 
the battle for legislative seats will he a means of 
arousing revolutionary mass (class) action on 
all fields. Parliament to us is a forum for agita­
tion. It is a means of obstructing capitalism and 
not a means of introducing Communism. Partici­
pation in election campaigns gives us a chance to 
put our case before the working class and promote 
class consciousness without violence. 

But participation in political campaigns is not 
the only form of political action. To the Left 
Wing any action on the part of the proletariat 
which aims to undermine and overthrow the politi­
cal power of the Capitalist class is political action. 
Thus a strike of miners and railway workers to 
win freedom for the Class War Prisoners, is a poli­
tical act in spite of the fact that thousands of "for­
eigners" and non-voters may participate in such 
political action. By participating in political cam­
paigns we are also more able to expose diplomatic 
trickery, cheating, and knavery. What is more, the 
parliamentary offices can he used to political advant­
age for the proletariat by employing them as a 
means of protesting against "the absolutism which 
hides behind the parliamentary forms". 

In short the Left Wing, not being Anarcho-Syndi­
calist, will gladly use the election campaigns to in­
crease the latitude of its revolutionary propaganda. 
IV. We have always believed that fifty-one per cent 
can vote Socialism into existence. Is that not: so? 

This is not so. First of all, it is most improbable 
that a class conscious proletarian political party 
can ever get a majority of the ballots cast. Remem­
ber that as long as capitalism lasts the workers will 
not own their jobs. We have a notion that there is 
some connection between the fear of losing a job 
and a vote. Of course the powerful press, ever 
serving the master class, also has something to say 
as to how the ballots are to he cast. The educa­
tional institutions mould the workers' minds to no 
small extent. And this has a marked influence 
upon the voter. The church and sundry other or­
gans of public opinion complete the bourgeois task 
of misleading the proletariat. Furthermore, poll 
taxes, educational, and residential qualifications, 
legal technique, theft, corruption, and disenfran­
chisement always come to the rescue of the bour­
geoisie. Such are the insuperable barriers confront­
ing class conscious proletarian political parties. 

But for the sake of argument, let us grant the 
almost impossible-that the fifty-one per cent vote 
can he secured. It most decidedly does not follow 
that Socialism is thus brought into existence. The 

differences between Socialism and Capitalism are 
so definite that the indefinite and unsteady wave of 
campaign victories cannot determine them. If fifty­
one per cent could vote capitalism out of existence 
in 1920, why cannot fifty-one per cent. vote capital­
ism hack into existence in 1924? Why can't thi! 
process go on ad infinitum et ad nauseum? Truly 
common sense yells for help! 

In Finland the Socialists won a majority of the 
seats in the Diet. And to-day the assassins of the 
Finnish proletariat are drilling in Labor's Halls. 
After more than fifty-one per cent of the Finns had 
voted Socialism into existence and Capitalism out 
of existence, the hellish White Guard of the Finnish 
Bourgeoisie began to menace Petrogad and to strike 
a blow at the heart of the Proletarian Republic of 
Russia. 

Why is this so? In the answer to this question 
lies the vital difference between moderate "Social­
ism" and revolutionary Socialism or Communism. 
We must look into the relationship of the state to 
the class struggle. Here let us again call on history 
for an answer. The story of the Paris Commune is 
most enlightening. It shows clearly that the pro­
letariat cannot simply take hold of the ready made 
state machinery and make use of it for its own 
ends. Scientific investigation clearly shows that the 
State is not at all a power foisted on society from 
the outside. It is not an organ taking root in 
Heaven. And it cannot he used by every one and 
any one anywhere at anytime and for any and all 
purposes. The State takes xoot in the material 
conditions and is a product of society at a certain 
stage of evolution. "The State is a real organiza­
tion of defense to guarantee and perpetuate a mode 
of association, the foundation of which is a form of 
economic production". In capitalist society the 
State is an organization for perpetuating the capi­
talist mode of production. The State is capitalist 
society. The Capitalist State serves the bourgeoisie 
as a machine for oppressing the proletariat. This 
holds true in a republic as well, as in a monarchy." 
"The Modern State is only the organization, bour­
geois society forms in order to support the exter­
nal conditions of the capitalist mode of produc­
tion against the encroachments, as well of the 
workers, as of the individual capitalist." With the 
development of modern industry class antagonisms 
become intensified and widened. "The State power 
is more and more turned into an organ of Capital's 
mastery over Labor. Of a public force organized 
for Social enslavement, of an engine of class des­
potism." 

Witness the Espionage Acts, the Orders in Coun­
cil, the Criminal Anti-Syndicalist Laws, the War 
Labor Boards, the State Cossacks, the use of troops 
as strike-breakers, the citizens and witch-hunting 
investigating committees to protect the "public". 

The capitalist state does not end within the four 
walls of the Parliament building. The army, the 
navy, the police, the courts, the sundry justice dis­
pensers, the prisons, the administrative and finan­
cial bureaucracy, and the countless agencies of pro­
paganda and misinformation are part and parcel 
of the capitalist State. In short this State is the 
total power of the owning (capitalist) class. The 
declaration of confiscation of bourgeois property 
is merely a judicial act. Every single bourgeois 
will have to be expropriated is actuality-individ­
ually. A majority of the delegates to Congress 
without the possession of the last mentioned agen­
cies will not give the working class the political 
power or control which it must have in order to 
gradually introduce Communism. Rememh~r that 
the bourgeoisie do not control these ·means of hRf­
fling and thwarting the will of the masses because 
they have a majority in the legislative chamber. 
On the contrary the Capitalist class has a majority 
of the votes because it has control of these 
means of suppressing the will of the masses. 

A study of the State's historical development 
shows that the society in which there is a State "i! 
hopelessly divided against itself, has entangled .it­
self in irreconsilahle contradictions which it i! 
powerless to banish. In order that these contradic­
tions, these classes with conflicting economic inter­
ests, may not annihilate themselves and society in 
a useless struggle, a power becomes necessary that 
stands apparently above society and has the power 
of keeping down the conflicts and maintaining or­
der. And this power, the outgrowth of society, hut 
assuming supremacy over it and becoming more 
and more divorced from it, is the State." 

The State divided its members by territories and 
created a public power of coercion that is diame­
trically opposed to a self-organized and armed 
population. The State is a product of class society, 
anrl. with the division of society into classes it is 
impJssihle to have a self-organized army of the 
people. Hence a special power of coercion he­
comes a necessity in every State. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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the holding of a Convention, but on the method of electing 
delegates. · 

6. We, of the City Committee, feel that we have in no 
way- violated the State Conatitution or the Rules of the 
City Committee. On the contrary, we feel that the State 
Executive Committee is unlawfully exercising its powers in 
up-holding the rule of a small minority who, at the present 
time in spite of the efforts of the majority, are unlawfully 
mai~taining their control of the Party machines in Locals 
New York and Bronx. By your action you are lending 
your aid to the violation of the most sacred Party principle 
and discipline, namely; the opportunity of the rank and 
file to initiate and determine for itself Party Policies and 
Tactics, and to that extent, the accusations you make 
against the Left Wing of disrupting and splitting the So­
cialist Party is hurled back at you and you will be held 
responsible to the Party Membership. 

Fraternally submitted, 
For City Committee, 

• 

Enw ARD I. LI:NDGRE!I', 
MAURICE L. pAUL, 
ALBERT PAULY. 

• • 
A General Party Membership meeting of Local 

.Queens will be held this Monday, June 16th, 8.15 
P. M. sharp. The order of business for the meet­
ing will be as follows: 

I. General discussion on the present 
crisis in the Socialist Party. 

And the policies and tactics lead­
ing up to the same. 

2. Action of National and State Execu­
tive Committees expelling entire State 
organization, Language Federations and 
Locals. 
3. Revocation of the Charter of Local 
Queens. 

Admittance to the meeting will be by membership 
card only. Members are requested to be on time 
as the questions are very pressing. 

MAURICE L. PAUL, 
Organizer, Local Queens. 

* * * 
QNE hundred and thirty-six delegates attended the 

opening of the Jewish Federation Convention 
which took place in Boston on June I. The Right 
Wing got into action as soon as the proceedings 
opened. It elected its own credentials committee 
which proceeded to admit all Right Wingers, pass 
upon the validity of those holding proxies and de­
prive seventeen Left Wing delegates of seats on va­
rious flimsy pretexts. About fifty-three Left Wing 
delegates succeeded in being seated. 

On the question of abolishing the "reform 
planks" in the Socialist Party platform, the fight 
between the two wings developed, ending in thirty­
eight Left Wing delegates bolting from the con- · 
vention when the Left Wing Manifesto and Pro­
gram, which embodied their principles on the 
question at issue, was defeated. 

Together with the seventeen delegates who had 
beeh deprived of seats by the Right Wing Creden­
tials Committe the bolting delegates formed a 
convention in a hall below. This convention was 
immediately joined by twelve more delegates from 
Left Wing locals, who reported that as they were 
under instructions from their locals not to bolt 
they were unable to take part in the new conven· 
tion, but that they refused to participate in the 
convention dominated by the Rights and were re­
turning home. They further reported th_at they 
were in complete sympathy with the Left and would 
request their locals to join the Left Wing Federa­
tion then being formed. 

It is stated that the number of delegates appear­
ing at the convention did not constitute the full 
strength of the Left Wing, as many locals were 
forced to vote by proxy, owing to being unable to 
meet the traveling expenses. Locals such as Seat­
tle, which are Left Wing, were forced to accept the 
proxy given them by the Secretary. Most of the 
western locals had to vote by proxy and in each 
case the vote was thrown to the Right Wing al­
though many of these western locals_ are definitely 
known to be Left. 

The Second Jewish Branch of New York, which 
has been re-organized by the Right Wing, sent five 
delegates, while eleven other members of the same 
branch were present and voting as proxies, though 
it was formed only a few days before the conven­
tion, and the rules state that no branch can send 
more than one delegate, if it has been organized 
less than three months. 

The Left Wing Convention organized the Jewish 
Left Wing, Section and elected a temporary secre­
tary and temporary Executive Committee of nine. 
It is planned to hold another convention shortly to 
organize on a permanent basis. 

* * * 
The Left Wing, as shown in partial election re­

turns, has swept the Socialist Party. Early returns 
indicate a complete victory for revolutionary So-

Why Political Democracy Must Go 
(Continued from page 4) 

the American people to the position of debtors for 
half a century. 

Another way by which the Constitution-framers 
profited. Although pledged to secrecy in the Con­
vention, they used their knowledge of the proceed­
ings to speculate in land and government securities 
and currency, before knowledge was made public. 

An analogy with the present situation regarding 
the Peace Treaty with Germany, which has got into 
the hands of the great financial interests before it 
has reached the people, will readily suggest itself ... 

The Constitution so devised has been the frame­
work of the American Government, and has con­
sistently thwarted the will of the majority of the 
people ever since it was adopted, except in cases 
of an overwhelming majority. Patrick Henry, 
upon reading the document, e~claimed, "It is, sir, a 
most fearful situation when the most contemptible 
minority can prevent the alteration of_ the most op­
pressive government; for it may, in many respects, 
prove to be such." 

Professor Burgess protests against the system 
for amending the Constitution, and in doing so, un­
witting! y criticizes the entire document: 

"When in a democratic political society, the 
well-matured, long, and deliberately-formed will of 
the undoubted majority can be persistently and suc­
cessfully thwarted, in the amendment of the or­
ganic law, by the will of the minority, there is just 
as much danger to the States from revolution and 
violence as there is from the caprice of the major­
ity." 

So much for the foundations of the American 
republic; so much for "the most advanced political 
democracy in the world." However, there have 
been times when the great capitalists in control of 
the Government, deliberately violated the Consti­
tution when it suited their interests; for example, 
just after the Civil War, when the Republicans in 
Congress forbade the Supreme Court to pass upon 
some of their reconstruction legislation, on pain of 
being dissolved. Toward the working-class, how­
ever the Supreme Court has become more and 
more the obstructive instrument of capitalist 
class-interest, and the Constitution an ever greater 
weapon against the workers; even to the point where 
it has upheld the conviction of Eugene V. Debs. 

From time to time the Constitution has been 
amended, and its provisions interpreted, so as to 
widen and strengthen the political powers of the 
people in Government-in other words, our Gov­
ernment has become more "democratic." 

But this is only in proportion as the great capi­
talists strengthen the Invisible Government, and as 

the processes of "political democracy" became less 
and less able to overthrow their absolute hege­
mony-in other words, the center of Gov~rnment 
has finally shifted completely from the Capitol and 
the White House to Wall street. This becam~ clear 
during the Great War. 

My next and last article of this series will point 
out some ways by which the American capitalist 
class preserves and strengthens its power. 

(To be concluded.) 

A Reply. to a Farmer 
(Continued from page 3) 

In societies where the class antagonisms have 
not yet been developed distinctly, this public power 
of coercion is small. This was formerly true m our 
own country. This public power of coercion "in­
creases in the same ratio in which class antagonisms 
become more pronounced, and in which neighbor­
ing states become larger and m~re populous". The 
United States offers a splendid example of the 
truth of this. In 'the last two decades, class lines in 
America have become acutely pronounced. In the 
same period the public power of coercio~ has in­
creased in direct proportion to the sharpenmg class 
divisions. The European class struggles and wars 
of conquest have also nurse~ the public. po~er ~f 
coercion to a tremendous size. ·To mamtam this 
power the citizens pay, taxes, and the State contracts 
debts, loans, and makes drafts on the future. 

Engels has clearl_y shown that "the . S~ate is a 
product of irreconcilable class contradiCtions and 
conflicts. But having arisen among these conflicts, 

LEFT WING PICNIC 
Sunday, August 24th, 1919, 

at 
EASTERN BOULEVARD PARK 

Eastern Boulevard and Fort Schuyler · 
Road, Westchester, Bronx, N.Y. 

Oriental Dances by Miss Katayama and 
Troupe. 

Other attractions to be announced later. 
A Red Picnic-A Great Time-For a Red 

CauSie. Men, Women and Children of 
the Working Class. Come and enjoy 
yourselves ! 

Picnic starts 10 A. M. 
Arranged by the Left Wing Members of Bronx 

Admission 30c in advance-35c at gate 
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cialism, the conquest of the Party for the Commun­
ist International. 

The official vote on International delegates from 
eleven states-Georgia, Virginia, Tennesee, Florida, 
Rhode Island, Maine, Kentucky, Arkansas, Minne­
sota, Michigan and Massachusetts, gives the fol­
lowing results: 

John Reed,' 7,679; Louis C. Fraina, 7,077; A. 
Wagenknecht, 5,423; C. Ruthenberg, 4,523; I. E. 
Ferguson, 2,538. These, the candidates receiving 
the highest vote, are all Left Wing candidates. The 
moderates of the Right Wing received these votes: 
Victor Berger, 1,139; Adolph Germer, 908; Sey· 
mour Stedman, 789; James Oneal, 778; A. I. Ship­
lacoff, 663; Algernon Lee, 565; John M. Work, 457. 

In these eleven states, Kate Richards O'Hare 
has overwhelmingly beaten Morris Hillquit for In­
ternational Secretary. Incomplete reports from 
other states indicate that the Left Wing has secured 
a substantial majority in all state organizations. 
This is the election that the moderates on the N. E. 
C. are trying to steal. 

In the District 1 elections for National Execu­
tive Committee, returns from Maine, Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts give these results: Louis C. 
Fraina, 3,130; Nicholas I. Hourwich, 2,544; E. 
Lindgren, 1,472; Ludwig Lore, 940; Morris Hill­
quit, 838; James Oneal, 688; A. I. Shiplacoff, 
319. 

• * * 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
National Executive Committee 

I. Rutherberg ---------------------1,199 votes 
2. Harwood -----------------------1,120 votes 
3. Prevey ·------------------------1,058 votes 

International Delegates. 
I. Reed --------------------------1,396 votes 
2. Fraina -------------------------1,113 votes 
3. Ruthenberg ---------------------- 781 votes 
4. Wagenknecht ------------------- 760 votes 

International Secretary 
Kate Richards O'Hare_______________ 865 votes 
Morris Hillquit -------------------- 344 votes 

"That the National Executive Committee arrange 
for an emergency Convention to be held as soon as 
can be arranged: · 
YES ·----------------------------------1,269 
No ------------------------------------ 87 

it is as a rule the state of the most powerful eco­
nomic class that by force of its economic suprem­
acy becomes als.o the ruling _political class and 
thus acquires new means of subduing and exploit­
ing the oppressed masses. The antique State, was, 
therefore, the State of the slave owners for the pur­
pose of holding the slaves in check. The feudal 
State was the organ of the nobility for the oppres­
sion of the serfs and dependent farmers. The mod­
ern representative State is the tool of the capitalist 
exploiters of wage labor." In a democracy the 
capitalist class exerts its power indirectly but with 
more certainty. Thus in America, through its 
wealth, the bourgeoisie, corrupts officials, form gov­
ernment and stock exchange alliances, and has a 
more sure hold on the agencies by means of which 
the will of the masses is baffied. Especially in a 
republic, for example America, "what is good for 
the ruling class is alleged to be good for the whole 
of society with which the ruling class identifies it­
self". Thus we see that the American Socialist 
movement must be particularly on guard against 
the numerous snares and delusidns of bourgeois 
democracy. 

[To be continued] 

LEFT PROPAGANDA MEETING 
Under the auspices of 

1st A. D. Socialist Party, Bronx County 

This Friday eve., June 13, 8 P.M. 
at 

LETTISH HALL 
371 Willis Ave., near 143rd St., Bronx 

Speakers: 
BENJAMIN GITLOW 
ISRAEL AMTER 
EADMONN MacALPINE 
LOUIS BAUM, Chairman 

Admission Fl'lee to All 

Left Wing Mass Meeting 
SUNDAY, JUNE 22, at 8 P.M. 

At Manhattan Lyceum 
66 E. 4th Street 

Admission Free 




