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A Reply to a 

v. 
(Conti.rwed from last week.) 

Have we not in North Dalr.ow a Soviet 
of Fa~r1? 

No! Thi~ question deals with the differ~ be­
tween the So,iet and the bourgeois parliamentary 
;tate. first of all, vour "Soviets" are based o_n the 
ponderous apparatus of universal suffrage. A 
genuine So,;et repli~s irnmtdiately on such organ· 
ic groups a.; ohvp, factory, mill and so forth. Sec­
ond: Your "Soviet" has no serious guarantees of 
immediate and direct relation between elected and 
electors. Thirdly: Your "So\·iet" is chollen by an 
amorphous mass of electors who entrust full power 
to others for a vear or so. In the genuine Soviet 
however, the So~iet electors remam alv.·ay! united 
bv the conditions of their work and their existence. 
The So\·iet deltgate is alw'lys before the workers' 
eves. And he can be ordered, censured, removed 
a~d replaced at any moment. In a real ::toviet uac 
represeuttttives are directly concerned with indus­
tries. Here the right to \'Ole i.- no pri,·ilege or char­
ity, but a rip:ht only of a laboring citizen. Under 
the Soviet rule no agent of a capitalist political 
party drives any one to the ballot box. Because the 
Soviet voter must join a workers' organization, there 
can be no mas~ of indifTereBt \vten as under par· 
liamentary democracy. 

Aside from the above it must he remembered that 
a Soviet represents only the industrial and the 
agricultural populations. It d~ not allow the 
exploiters, owners of farms for speculative pur· 
poses, for examplP, r<"presentation. The North 
lhkota "SoviM" is based on a union of all classes, 
big bourgeois, little bourgeois and workingmen. 
The arbitrary. geographical nature of the bour­
geois state is still retained by your "SovieL" Did 
not the bulk of vour "Soviet" voters fliJ to the Re­
publican Party~ the last Congressional electio_ns? 

B!!t how long ago was it that the i'ion-Parttsan 
League farm owneH, controlling your "Soviets" 
were dickering with the I. W. W. farm laborers, the 
apicultural proletari:tt, about the wages to be paid 
the latter? Arc these indusu ; .. : ~'!'oners allowed 

'·v vour "Soviet"? It is not true that the 
; "ncuJturaf proJ,.taria•. the farm-ha.n~. !'.re unable 
t) 'j:iinticipa"'te in the ,·otint for vour "Soviet" he­
cam-e of their lack of proper re5idential qualifica­
tions'( No, vou have no "Soviet''. In a real Soviet 
">nly th~ a~icultural and the iildustrial laborf"t's 

.te and rule. Yours is a political organization 
;Ontrolltd by farm owners and not by farm labor­
$S. 

The Socialists of i'iorth Dakota. who have becomt: 
the backbone of the !'ion-Partisan ( cla&S peaoe) 
League have, like "moderate Socialists" the world 
over, a middle-cla~s conception of the State. This 
-conception arises from the latest tendencies in eap· 
~.talism. The emaller capitalists are being pr:essed 
'ard by centralized capital and by the men rising 
ron. the ranks and the v.·age working class. Your 

1\u:-t.h Dakota farmen are presco;ed by the large trust 
:ornpani~ on one hiJe and by the ~icult_urd pro· 
etarint on the other. T!Jerefore your !llorth Da· 
'ota "Soviet" is "socializing" many enterprises to 
1elp the farm owners. The middle .cla!!-s basee its 
1opes on an extension of !!tate activities. By the 
tJtellectual proletariat. another section of the 
niddle class the extension of state activities is 
-pecially ..-~Icomed, for rruu.y new ofiici_al jobs 
e opened up. To get these jobs, exammatwns 
st he passed. And who can pass them better 

m the intellectual proletariat? Thus the en­
ire middle clas..; e,ees in the state a glorified in~ti· 
.'lltion-a meanM of saving the world! The middle 
class ideal state is a state which controls industry 
and rewards each according to hi!! "ability". The 
tragic phase of this state and municipal owneniliip 
is that it is heraided as Socialism in practiee. 

The middle clus is anxious "to ape the luxuries 
of the rich, con&eqUently their socia1 demands aim 
at i.ncom.u. Whereas, the demand of the wage­
laborer is for the social control of wealth created 
by labor in order to achieve economic freedom" 
But a careful examination of the varioua Jtete en· 
terprises definitely ahoWB that they do not make 
!or the economic freedom of the laborer, but that 
they rather strengthen c;.pitalism and clase rule. 
The growing industrial unrest compels all proper· 
tied interests to more 3Dd more rdy on the state. 
.. Public order" must be mainl!lined. In "society's" 
name the state must crush strikea. The capitalist 
dass contends that the atate repreaenb society in 
order to hide the cl&llll nature of 1.4~ alate. The 
Left Wing holds that r~form nostrums are meaDI 

of misleading the American :proletariat. The hour· 
~isie fear a class conscioue proletar~ ~d hence 
they strive to COilf use t.Pe workers. Nat10nal and 
municipal control are inherent in the higher etage 
cf capitalism. Municipal and state ownership are 
u much ••steps" toward SociaH!liil '" the pua1 
trend towarda coooentration and oentral.i&ation of 
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capital is. Becauee our ruling class was menaced 
by a foreign ruling class, America adopted many 
such measllt'ea of "Socialism." 

With America's entry into the war, state enter· 
prise was nursed to a gigantic .,;ize. Today the 
American bourge<>isie is compelled to extend state 
control because it desires to bold the market.s it 
has "·on durir.e the war. What is more, industrial 
unre<-t must he curbed and the workers must he dis­
ciplined. The nominal wage,; may rise but only at 
the expense of the proletariat being t)T.annized by 
the ofiiclal bureaucrats. V.batever freedom the 
working class had, is fast disappearing. And the 
prolMariat's social position is being lowered. 

An extension of state control means a further ex· 
tension of bourgeois control of the press and edu­
cational institutions. 

The ;nterests of the bourgeoisie manifesting them­
seh•es in these, mold the laborer's political ideas. 
To make ~till more secure the bour~is control of 
the state, the working-class, though 11t great disad· 
,·antare, is ne\er allowed to decide really import· 
ant mea~ures in capitalist society. Was the Ameri· 
can workin,.,.-class given a chance by its democracy 
to pa.!>S up~n the declaration of war, financing of 
the "'ar, conscription, the Espion~e Act? No! 
Thou~ the American capitalist cli!Ss was very well 
equipyed to v.in such a test, yet, .:hese matters were 
too vita I to capital ism to even take the least chance 
v.·ith interference of their realuation. 

c.,pit4lism is in i~ death throes. Its inherent 
contrarlications have become a fetter on the system 
of production. It is for this reason that in the last 
decade or tv.o capitalism is relying ever more on 
the !Stale. State control really means a better or· 
fanize:d capitaliom, and it is the last effort of the 
bourgeois class to staYe off its do ... ·nfall. 

VI. Slwll We Reju.Je a Baby'$ Cry for Food lk· 
cau.u It Can't EaJ Meat? 

TlW question touches the heart of the social re­
form controversy. It deals wi•.h the &<Kalled 
"immediate demands:' 

At the ouL'Iet let us look into the why and where­
fnre vf capitalist reforms. It must be. kept in mind 
;.hat •·hen one speaks of reforms, he lll well aware 
of the fact that the capitalist ~y~tem is not yet over· 
thrown. and th11t the "reforms" are to be granted 
bv capitalists. Whv do capital istA grant reforms? 

· Tht'Te are two re'ason~. first, in order to ~tifle 
the C"·er-increasing cla..o•s-consciousness of the work· 
ers. To the capitalist class, a.• to others, an ounce 
of preYention is worth a P~.u~rl of cure. ~y grant· 
ing certain "improvements m_ th~ tmmedJate con· 
ditioru; of the workers, the capttahst hides the class 
nature of the pr~t ~ystem of production.. By 
apparently being kind to the v.·orker, the cap1tahst 
hides the conflict of inten~!'ts and promotes the pro· 
letariat's belief in the brotherhood of labor and 
capital. Thus the spirit of independent class IH't;on 
bv the proletariat is dampened. Reflect for a mo· 
~ent over the effect of the "Wf'lfare Bureaus," of 
profit-sharinf!, and other immediate "reforms" on 
the employ~. The extensive social re_form pro· 
gram of Germany played no small part ~n cement· 
iD? the proletari~tt's loyalty to the katser. The 
heralded "constructive refortn:l" fought for by :.he 
Social-Democratic PartY &re to a !!reat extent re­
~pon5ible for the blo~d-sheJ in Germany today. 
Moderate Socialism in Germany. a~ everywhere, 
ascribed to bureaucratic pettv bourp:eois reforms a 
creati\·e re\·olutionarv Yalue. The effect of these re· 
form <AmpaiPts has. been to dupe the proletariat 
as to the class nature of the ~tate and bourgeois 
democracv. The German proletariat was misin· 
formed a~ to the nature of the Commun.ist order. 
And today Germany is not a land of soviets but a 
hloody bourgeoi!! republic! 

There ie another reuon f&r the capitalist..' grant· 
ing .. improvements"' in the workers' condhio_ns. 
The only use the capitalist has for tht< prol~ ar~al 
is exploitation. But to be capable of expl01tal10D 
a laborer must exist. He must do more than that. 
He must live. A broken-down worker i11 inefficient. 

On the whole, the bourgeoisie are not as stupid. 
as 50111e of our twentieth-century utopian Socialists 
believe. Their inveati~~:ators 'have made extensive 
studies proving that eflic'iency can be increa&ed by 
shorter' hours, and .. improvements" in working cob· 
ditions.. The improved methods of production and 
busineae organization intensify the degree. of ex· 
ploitation. Hence, capitalism can well . stand 
"reform"--or change of tactics in itA exploitation 
of the work.ing-clua. 

All Left Wi.aa Br-ch .. an ncr•••ted to 
poatpo- a...iaeu •-tiaaa, atreet •-tiap, 
lectaraa, etc.. &JMI aupport Frida,-'• Matlia­
s~-w... 

"shall we fight for or against theee 'im"""'iate 
improvements?' " asker. the moderate ""SocialiA" 
from thi~ we are "led straight to the object of a 
re"·olutionary Socialist political party. What is dae 
purpose of a cllll!!&-conacioua proletarian party? 
ItA object should be none other than to always bold 
befo1c the v.·o;·king masses the ideal of revolutio-, 
the ideal of a new society-a Communist aociety. 
A Socialisi. Party should broaden the actirity of 
the pro1etariat into class activity. and should al­
ways point out ~e nature of capitalist!'. The So­
cialists should not wage campaigns for the traM­
formation of the state or for the enlarging of ita 
functions. A Socialist political party must al-waya 
be on guard against the !'.,duction of the proletariaa 
by the state activities in his "benefit." .The par· 
liamentary C3Dipaign and the legislature offer Dl 
a means of C.A:f>ressing our claa.:J intereeta. and of 
e%posing bourgeois claaa interNt&. 

The pclicy of the Left Wing, or revolutionary 
Socialism, is neither to oppose or to fropoae theae 
.. immediate demands," these .. socia refonDII"­
this whole gamut of "beneficial state activitiea or 
state capita! ism." The 1ocial reform of state cap­
italism is today a fact to which Socialism muat 
adjust itself. 

The Left Wing does not intend to abandon the 
immediate struggle. To the Left Wing the ~ 
diate demand! that arise serve as the dynamo of all 
action. By means of them we generate revolutiou­
ary current.e to.mongst the proletariat. By 
aggressively engaging in thia struggle the reYolu­
tionary sparks latent in the proletariat caa be 
fanned into rt!"·olutionary fires aga.ini.t the b.>ar. 
geoi~~c. We employ this struggle u a JDeeJ» of 
promoting the final etruggle. 

An analysis of the iiLmediate problems confrold· 
ing the American wor~ class will help us clarify 
thi~ matter. Let w analyr.e the attitudt.. ot reYo­
lutionary ·ana petty bourgeois Socialism 'towarda 
them. Fin;t, let us take the unemployment prob}eDL 
The tide of unemployment is rising. Shall we aey 
to the capitalist clllll! "Get out" and presto-then 
will be no unemployment? 

The Left Wing holds that unemployment-l"atber 
di!!oeii'Iployment-is an inherent characteristic c.f 
capitalism. & long u capitalism eristB there will 
be disemployment. The problem cannot be 
.. soh·ed" as long as capitalism is intact. Unlike tbe 
petty-bourgeois Right Wing Socialism, the Left 
Wing believes that not even th~ eapi~t ·~ ~ 
miracle-organ, that God of Right Wmg Social~ 
can "solve" this proillem. Therefore the Left WIDfJ 
di.~dains petitioning the t'~idert, u t,be o&c.ial 
organ of Right Wingism, The Call, ~ Jooe.. \_V• 
will not petition even a fourteen-pomt cap1tah1t 
champion for the establishment of Govenunent Em­
ployment Bureaus. What more ~angerous ~ 
againE>t the proletariat could be g1ven the hour~• 
go,·ernme.~! than control of employment. What 
chance would a labor spokesman, a hounded .. .P, 
tator," have of felting a job? Pemaps this ac­
counts for ]. P. Morgan's ~erosity in coutribaa­
ing thousan.-ls of dollan for the main~ of 
these "public" employment bureaua! } -..m. lo 
"solve" this "nroblem" of capitalism; reactiooary, 
utopian Sociaiism agita~ for unecplo~1t \nsu!. 
ance. Has imurance ever done away With ~ 
ployment anywhere? h'o! Not even in Germmy 
v.·here the "Socialists" now hue a majority! 

But cannot any~ at all be done to combat the 
immediate distress o( UDel!lployment? Yea. n. 
Left Wing has a plan of action in meeting-.dUB 
immediate demand. And in this atruggle the Lelt 
Winf e,ees a means of promoting the final atruggle. 
Suppot~e the.:-e are today two million ~played 
in America. Shall we invest our energy m aewnl 
tons of paper (petitions)? Shall we appeal for the 
votes of "all liberty loving citi.rem" and prouD. 
them a "solution" by insurance? No! The Left 
Wing would ahow the why and the wherefore ol 
~employment. The..Left Wing would tab act... 
tage of tnis c.-i.J.~•, of capitalism and apreacl ftllft,)­

lutionary propagand&·aJrl'til\'~t. ~ UDSDployed.. It 
-would not stop there. The Left W'mg -~pro­
pose and work for •_ country-wide atrike for .boner 
hoWll so that fe:.~ worken might be diMmployed. 

Is this an abaniJQDJDent of the immediate struggle? 
Why wute energy in a,Jtempting to solve the inaoho­
able, the ~ontradictiona of capitalWn. Why .U. 
direct the efforta of the working-clau wbs ap.__ 
did opportunity ia offer-ed to lead them iDto rewo­
lutionary channels? Ia thia demancJins all or 
nothing? lsauch..a policy u outlined abOYe l».-1 
on the notion of .. damn the iuamo.diate beae6-. aad 
the wone the beta.?" 

(To 1H c.a.-) 


