


UNEMPLOYMENT GROWS DESPERATE '

(Contln‘xed from page 1)
month. The total wages paid on
class one railroads was nearly two
percent less.

Sharp Decline in Year

The Department of Labor further
says that its reports, based on the con-

| ditiong in the identical plants for the
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last two years, show a decrease of 12.9
percent in employment; 16.8 percent
in payroll totals; and 4.6 percent in

.| per capita earnings from June 1923

thru June 1924,
The New England group of states

| leads in the reduction of employment

and wageés with 16.1 and 24.4 percent
respectively for the year. In the East
North Central Division the decline in
employment was 13.7 percent and in
payroll totals 18 percent, since last
June. The Middle Atlantic states in-
dicate a decrease of 13 percent in em-
ployment /and 16% percent in payroll
totals since June 1923. The remaining
divisions also show large decreases in
both items for the year.

Forty-seven of the fifty-two indus-
tries surveyed show a decline in em-
ployment. Forty-three industries show

a decline in payroll total during this
" | period.
The brick, confectionary, baking,
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pottety, and book and job printing
show increases in employment of from
2.5 to 5 percent for the year.

In the last twelve months, thirty
[ndustries reduced their working forces
by more than 10 percent. The workers
engaged in the manufacture of agri-
cultural implements were the hardest
hit with a reduction of 31.6 percent.

Machinists Severely Hit

The foundry and machine shop work-
ers lost nearly 24 percent. The work-
ingmen engaged in steam-railroad car
building and repairing lost 22 percent
of the total employed. Seventeen per-
cent of the leather workers and 19
percent of the cotton goods and shirt
workers were dismissed within the
last year. The automobile industry
shows a loss of 1614 percent; woollen
and worsted goods, 14.8 percent; and
iron and steel 12.4 percent in the
number employed during the year.
The decrease in payrolls in the
above industries was even greater in
the last twelve months. In cotton goods
there was a decrease of thirty-five per-
cent in payroll totals; foundries and
machine shops, more than 28 percent.
Agricultural implements and carpets,
more than 27 percent; automobiles,
more than 23 percent, woollen goods,
nearly 24 percent; steam-railroad car
building and repairing, about 23 per-
cent; and the iron and steel industry,
close to 22 percent, in the total pay-
rolls.

In the last year, there was also a
decrease in the per capita earnings of
20 percent in the cotton goods indus-
try; more than 19 percent in the carpet
industry; 10% percent in the iron
and steel industry; more than 10 per-
cent in woollen goods manufacturing,
and more than 9 percent in the men's
clothing industry.

Great Mass Unemployed

Forty percent of the nearly 6,000
plants inveltisated by the Department
of Labor were operating on part time
Sixty-two percent of these
plants were operating with reduced
forces. - At the same time wage de-
creases were reported by 102 establish-
ments in 25 industries.

No government survey has yet been
made to indicate the total number of
unemployed in the country. Mr. Ethel-
bert Stewart, United States Commis-
sioner of Labor Statistics, who recent-
ly made an address before the Inter-
national Association of Public Employ-
ment Services, holding its convention
in Chicago, shed some light on the
normal unemployment situation. From

_ | his statement which we herewith sup-

ply one can judge approximately the
extent of unemployment prevailing in
the country at this moment when the
gituation is quite aggravated.

Said Mr. Stewart: “A study of the
payroll data in the manufacturing in-
dustries, which employ eleven million
of our population, indicates that the
fluctuation in volume of employment
alone spells an average total of twelve
months unemployment for from one
million five hundred thousand to one
one million seven hundred and fifty
thousand of that total number. Of
course, I do not mean that this num-
ber of individuals are out of work for
twelve months, but the average ag-
gragate of idleness for the low per-
centage of full employment in various
industries amounts to about one mil-
lion seven hundred and fifty thousand
being idle all the time.”

No Prosperity Sign3

In view of the great emphasis now

being laid on a revival of prosperity

[by the big metropolitan newspapers
and the leading rural organs, the
following indicators of the actual eco-
nomic trend are especially significant.

At Martinsburg, West Virginia, six
plants of the Interwoven: Mills cut
wages 10 percent. At Youngstown,
Ohio, the wages of the sheet and tin
workers have just been reduced ten
cents a hundred pounds. Twenty six
operators in the Kanawha, West Vir-
ginia Coal field, posted last week a
scale of wages cutting the tonnage
rates to the same level as those of
1917. The McKeesport Tin Plate Com-
pany has reduced its wages by 20 per-
cent. The Brockton Shoe Manufactur-
ers Association is seeking to cut wages
10 percent.

In Cal's State

The advanced report of the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industries of the
State of Massachussetts for July shows
a further decrease of nearly 3 percent
in the number of employes; a fall of
more than 4 percent in the total pay-
roll and a decline of 1.3 percent in the
average weekly earnings per person.
Twenty of the thirty-six industries
surveyed show a decline in weekly
earnings in June, as compared with
May. Twenty-seven of these industries
in Massachussetts show a decline in
the number of employed for this
reriod. Nearly 72 percent of the esta-
)lishments are reported to be operat-
ng below the normal pace.

Abandon Many lilinois Mines

The latest report of the Illinois Coal
Operators Association shows that 138
mines or 35 percent of the total ship-
ping mines of the state, representing
21 percent of the total state output,
and employing 25 percent of the
miners “have been closed indefinitely
or abandoned.” Nearly 200 mines are
now being operatéd less than two days
a week. The approximate value of the
mines abandoned or closed indefinitely
is said to be about forty million
dollars.
Finally, the report just issued by the
Department of Commerce on the do-
mestic business conditions reveals the
following situation: The total opera-
tion of spindle hours reported by
cotton mills for the month of Jiune
shows a decrease of nearly gix hundred
thousand from ‘the preceding month
and a fall of more than three million
spindle hours from the corresponding
month of 1923,

Copper And Auto Slump
Then, the merchant big iron furnaces
and the gray iron foundries, and the
fine production ofcopper, report fur-
ther decreases in production for June.
In the same period the production of
passenger automobiles decreased more |’
than sixty thousand from the preced-
ing month and nearly one hundred
thousand from June 1923. June car
loadings were more than a half a
million less than they were a year
ago.

Experts Blame Social
Order of Capitalism
For Franks Murder

(Continued from page 1)

of ill-repute upon his millions, sits in
the inner circle drinking in eagerly
the state’s reports and “warming” his
heart with the thought of the ven-
geance he will take. He draws little
sympathy from the crowd and none
from the workers who have been
fleeced by either himself or his father
in their old (now vanished) “loop”
shop.

3 Untried Criminals.

“Jake” Loeb, former superintendent
of schools and opponent of the teach-
ers’ councils and the teachers’ union,
sits back untried for all his crimes
against workers.

Leopold’s older brother looks suave,
capable of crimes of monetary profit |
rather than of thrills such as Nathan |
experimented in. The Leopold father |
is the one worried person in the court'i
room. His world has been turned!
upside down. Whatever crimes he
may have committed against the!
working class probably do not disturb
him, but the fact that the family is
brought into such a trying situation.

Capitalism Goes Free.

The trial of young Loeb and Leo:
pold attracts attention around the
world because of the prominence of
the participants, prominence due to
wealth. But such thousands of crimes
due to capitalism; the crimes of wars,
in which the horrors are multiplied
tremendously; of war profiteers; of|!
political grafters; of political vio-
lence; these are never brought before
the bar of the world. And when class
conscious workers attempt to bring
these crimes to the attention of their
fellow workers, they are ruthlessly
shut up, “settled” with another crime.






