Our Experiences With Shop Nucleus Paper

By JAY LOVESTONE.

* (This is the first of a serles of
articles, dealing with our experience
to date with the publication of shop
nuclel papers.) The specific types

' #of papers gotten out, the methods of
approach to the workers, the ques-
tlon of collecting shop neww, the
methods of putting over the news,
the problems of the distribution of
the shop papers, and such other
questions will be analyzed in the
lght of our own experiences and
from the angle of the experiences of
other Communist parties which have
many more shop papers and which
have had occasion to get out, in
certain dinstances, shop papers hav-
ing a genuine mass character,

NE of the most hopeful signs of

the American Communists increas-
ing their influence on the working
masses is to be found in the greater
effectiveness with which the shop
nuclei of the Workers (Communist)
Party are now carrying on their acti-
vities in many sections of the country.
Unquestionably an excellent means of
galvanizing our shop nuclei into life
lies ‘in the publication of wvigorous
fighting shop papers.

Shop Papers—A Hopeful Sign.

Our difficulties of reorganization are
not yet overcome by any means. In

~ fact, we haven't even succeeded in cor-
recting all of the errors we have made
in the reorganization campaign. But
the multiplying signs of increased in-
itiative by our membership are the
finger posts of the transformation our
party is going thru in the process of
its becoming a mass Communist Party
leading the working class of this coun-
try. The getting out of shop nuclei

papers by our units is the most
positive proof of the new trend of our
development—a trend which is of in-
estimable significance for the whole
American working class.

We now have more than twenty fac-
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Why Are We?

You will no doubt wonder why this paper Is being
published and how it came into existence. We will
briefly outline its purposs and aima.

Due to the deplorable eonditions in four shops—Ilow
wages, the ‘wpeed-up systemi, long hevirs, and so on,—
we decided to take up the problem of bettering our '

| We are ishing this paper.to enlighton
ond Aelp to organize the workers in these shops, At
present, we dare not hold open meetings’ together with
you, fellow-workers, bescause of ithe spy-system pre-
valent here, which we will expose further on and in
the future lssues of this paper. As a first means,
we are taking this step to reaéh you,

It is evident that without ‘& mouth-plece through
which all the workers can express themselves, dealing
with conditions in these whops, our fight would not be
effective. We cannot depend on the ordinary news.
papers. They are being published by and for the
bossek who own and control society and form the
ruling class. Chiefly through this means they shape
the thoughts of the workers and turn them away
from their own interests. We must therefore have

Labels for Slaves

A notice was put up in the shop: several weeks ago
fo the effect that each worker must wear his
on the outside, 50 every one can see it. What is meant
By this, fellow-workers? Do you know?

In the olden days each slave-owner branded his
slaves with & red-hot iron so as to distinguish them
from others, also to impress upon them that they were
Jis personal property and he could do as he pleased
with them. Today we ar ' ving in “Ned eir™
$zed world and ~ansear”
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itical concepts and the general issues

confronting the working class as a-

whole.

Fine Response by Workingmen,

The response to these shop papers
has been very good. These shop nuclei
papers have instilled confidence in
large number of the workers employ-
ed in the factories where the papers
are published. The shop nuclei bul-

TUE MNERS
LAMIP K

WE 38§ MINE WNUCLEVS -<f
\WIRKERL PARTY

B T b L b e R L L LR Rl

WHO 18 RESFOMSIBLE PCR MINE ACCIDENTS?

Bvery ti.e there is &an accident in a mine the boss puts the blame

op us. Remember th
someur brothers lost their lives.
less.
convince people that they are not

VE ENOW DIFFERENT. ook around our mire.
filled with - uabbish, old timbers,

errible mine fire on Dec. 25, when nine’of-
The bosses claim that we are cares
Thé bosses' newspapers spread this lie around and try to

to blame fo} accidents..
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sred with ecal dust, and every time the motor starts it scattess

all along the way.
N, the di

rt i piled so high along side the rafls,
for the driver to pass and cut cards.
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tory nuclei papers. We have at least
ten in the automobile industry. The
mining, machine shops, rubber, elec-
tric supplies and steel industries are
among the others in -which shop
papers of the Workers (Communist)
Party nuclei are now being published
regularly. Cleveland publishes its shop
bulletins with greater regularity than
any other district. This district also
ﬁ' in the number of shop bulletins
lished. Some of the bulletins are
printed; others are mimeopraphed
and some are multigraphed. The cir-
culation of these papers varies from
several hundred to as high as eight
thousand in one instance.
Workers Write and Run the Papers.
All the material is collected and
written by the workers themselves, - It
is significant that these papers are al-
most solely gotten out in the big fac-
tories, in the basic industries, where
many thousands are employed. In the
main, the papers deal with the existing
working conditions in the particular
factory. Nearly all of the papers also
introduce the more broad, deeper pol-
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- the fire on Dedember 28,
‘snd found that the condie
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letins have aroused the workers to a
greater consciousness of their inter-
ests as workers.

In every factory, the workers have
speedily taken up these papers. These
papers are a living force in the fac-
tory. This is shown by the role play-
ed by “The Spark Plug” in Cleveland
in the strike of five hundred workers
of the Fisher Body plant, “The Dur-
ant Hays Hunt Radiator” was certain-

ly the most powerfu] force making for

the increase of wages and the estab-
lishment of the eight hour day in one
of the department of the plant of the
Durant Hays Hunt of Elizabeth, New
Jersey. It was primarily the agitation
of this very live and excellent paper
that brought about the strike of work-
ers for these demands. It took the
workers only three hours to force
their will upon the bosses and to score
a victory. N
Bosses Bitter,

Because of the effectiveness of the
shop papers and due to the response
accorded these papers by the workers
in the factories, the bosseés have, in
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WHY "THE HEADLIOHT"

Fo
BOw oirculating

< niu sh
workers in this »

1low Workers! The first issue of the "Headlight®
thru the Budd Plant. Have you read it 10"‘ »

bulletin {s written and pudlished dy a gr
Op to tell the truth about th

here .Mo:gm

fum upon the rotten conditions in the different departments.
The HEADLIGHT IS ALTOGETHER ¢ifferent from the "BUDGETTR

which 18 owned and
of
1%

B laree”

rinted by the Budd Co. to promote the inetercsts
e rich stockholders, who dont work in the shop but get huge
from our sweat and labor, just the same,

The HEADLIGHT 1e in the f4e1d to show wr
nse the dlsgraceful end inhuman things °
s by the managsmont and tho bosssr

the HEADLIGHT will # 1w
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ﬂ:rmon up. Do It! Send it Inl Write

our pwn paper in this plant to voice the demands of
the workers and unite them in common aims \

The Durant Hayes-Hunt Radiator is YOUR paper,.
fellow-worker. It will deal with our shop problems
and all other matters that are important to us as
part of the working class.

We want you to write for this paper. The Letter
Box will gladly publish what you as & worker want
to say to your fellow-workers concerning our shop

fons and class probl

Help us to distribute and pay the cost of publish-
ing this paper. Support us on the following urgent
demanda:

Abalition of the 9, 11, 12 hour day.

Abelition of the piece.work system.
Abolition of night work,

Time and one-half for overtime.

A living wage.

Restoration of our smoking privileges.
Reduction of hours and steady employment fop

Fupopper
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several instances, brought to bear
heavy pressure against the working-
men in the affected plants. Efforts at
spying have been redoubled by the
owners. The police and the judges
have also been called into action
against workers distributing such shop
bulletins. This was the case in a New
Jersey automobile factory where work-
ers not employed in the plant were
arrested for distributing the shop
paper amongst the employees of the
factory.

Among the leading shop papers are:
“The Studebaker Worker,” “The
Workingmens' Shop News” issued by
the Fisher Body plant shop mucleus,
“The Westinghouse Workers Bulletin,”
“The Ford Worker,” “The Hot Burn-
&," “The ' Workers Point” of the
Pierce Arrow nucleus, “The Miners
Lamp,” “The Head Light,” “The
Red Tipple,” “The Durant Hays-Hunt

Radiator,” “The Eagle Workers
Point,” “The Red Rim,” “The Spot-
light,” “The Red Ingot” and the
“Rivet”,

These papers are published in the
Chicago, Detroit, Pittsburgh, New
York, Cleveland, Buffalo and Phila-
delphia districts. .

Philadelphia Has
Most Enthusiastic
May Day Meeting

PHILADELPHIA, May 10—The May
Day celebration which took place at
the Moose Hall was the largest and
most enthusiastic demonstration Phil-
adelphia labor has seen in a long
time. The hall, jammed with about
2,000 workers, resounded with loud
and prolonged cheers and applause
thruout the meeting.

The Young Pioneers, marching in
to the strains of the International,
were loudly cheered. After the red-
kerchiefed youngsters had eung the
songs of revolutionary labor, one of
their number delivered and gxcellent
talk.

Following the Pioneers, Norman H.
Tallentire, districg organizer, told of
the meaning and significance of May
Day.

Lyman’s International Orchestra,
the Freiheit Gesangs’ Vérein and the
Workers' Mandolin Club, were at their
best.

Al Schaap spoke for the Young
Workers (Communist) League. It
was when the chief speaker of the
evening, C. B. Ruthenberg, was in-
troduced that the hall echoed with the
thunderous applause and cheers of
assembled workers.

Ruthenberg told of the great
change that has taken place in the in-
ternational labor movement, in the
space of a year from May Day, 1925,
and May Day, 1926,

He told of his impressions of work-
er's rule in Soviet Russia, of its true
representative democracy, and of the
part each and every workers plays in
the governing of the workers’ repub-
lc.

Italian Workers’ Club
Hold Affair on May 16

YOUNGSTOWN, 0., May 10. — The
Italian Workers' Club of Youngstown,
is arranging a fine affair for May 16.
Comrade E. Sormenti, secretary of
the Italian Bureau of the Workers
(Communist) Party, and Sadie Amter
of Cleveland, will be the speakers.

In addition a musical program has
been arranged. Professor and Mrs.
A. A. Netto, graduates of the Royal
Conservatory of Music at Milan, Italy,
will participate. The entertainment
will be held at the Ukrainian Hall,
526% W. Rayen Ave., at 6 p. m,

Open your eyes! Look arounat
There are the stories of the workers'
struggles around you begging to be
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you fight} .





