|Why A Labor Party Today?

i By JAY LOVESTONE. (lary in smashing the rights of labor.
- 7J"HIS Fall marks the opening of the! In the same way, the railway
I presidential campaign of 1928. It |unions, the. Big Four, have endorsed
*|is an unusually early opening. ‘such enemies of labor as Foss and
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'1Repub1icun Party, and no end to the
fconfusion in the Democratic Party.
| The reason for this condition within
‘rthe two parties of big capital is to |
{be found in the economic situation,
{ particularly in the aggravated agrar-
ian conditions.
State Elections Colorless.

Very few states have held elections !
this year. The states in\which they
were held, with the exception of New
| York, Kentucky, and Ohio, did not
{contribute anything fundamentally
new or significant for the 1928 cam-
paign.

The New York returns only con-
|firmed Smith as the outstanding
Democratic presidential possibility.

Kentucky lent further proof to the
rising hopes of the drys.

Ohio results were especially griev-
ous for the Anti-Saloon League.

Returns Not Decisive.

Wherever the Workers Party par-
ticipated, directly or indirectly, the re-
turns were more favorable for us than
in previous years.

The Socialist Party victory in
Reading is largely a result of the
union between the organized workers
and petty-bourgeoisie. The latter
gave their support to the Socialist
Party primarily on the basis of end-
ing the onerous tax regime. The claim
of the Socialist Party to have elected
the head of the Buffalo city govern-
ment is ridiculous, because the one
elected, Mr. Perkins, is an expelled
Socialist and a full-fledged Republi-
.| can.

In short, there is nothing basically
important in the election results for
either the Workers Party or the So-
.| cialist Party as far as the 1928 cam-
| paign goes.

Workers eBing Pushed to the Wall

What is painfully clear for the
workers is that the masses from the
‘| mines and mills, and the workers on
‘|the land, must get together immedi-
“|ately to look after their own inter-
ests in the 1928 elections. °

An injunction mania has seized the
ruling class. The most sweeping in-
junctions of the day — the injunec-
tion gotten out by the Interborough
.| Rapid Transit Company of New York
against the entire American Federa-
tion of Labor and the one handed down
by Federal Judge Schoonmaker of
Western Pennsylvania—are more vie-
‘| ious and more damaging in their ap-
- { plication than any injunction hitherto
.| issued.

“Good Men” Shoot Strikers.

In Colorado, Governor Adams, en-
dorsed as a progressive and a “good
man” by the local trade union bureau-
cracy and by the A. F. of L. in their
non-partisan policy, is filling the jails
with strikers, is using airpianes and
troops to crush the striking miners.

In Pennsylvania and Ohio, scores of
thousands of locked-out miners are
prohibited even from whispering to
each other about their inherent right
to organize into a genuine union.

Sordid Condition.

The astounding revelations regard-
ing the manipulations of William J.
Burns, notorious strike-breaker, who
| was head of the bureau of investiga-
tion of the Department of Justice in
the Harding-Coolidge cabinet, has in-
dicated so sordid a condition in the
very heart of the government that
the most conscious of the bourgeoisie
| feel that some so-called corrective
measures must be taken in order to
"| preserve the illusions about democ-
racy.

Farmers Victimized.

> | @ The farming masses are still sub-
Ject to the manipulation of the big
bankers and to the dictates of the big
manufacturers. Simultaneously, the’
government is functioning more ag-
gressively as the agent of the biggest
. | capitalist interests both at home and
_| abroad.

Plots are afoot to strengthen the
defeated counter-revolutionary forces
in Mexico.

The defenseless Nicaraguans are be-
.| ing murdered by the hundreds by the
1| U. S. marines. W

Huge military and naval forces are
being maintained in China to crush the
revolutionary nationalist aspirations
of the Chinese people.

In Europe, American imperialist
aggrandizement is meeting with in-
creasing resistance. There is a mad
naval race going on letween the
United States and Great Britain.

Time To Wake Up.

Obvicusly, the workers had better
~| prepare to end their costly political
slumber.

It is time to rouse the workers to
take the next logical and most urgent
step, to declare their independence
from the capitalist parties. The
times are overripe for the workers

There are widening drifts in the!

Pomerene of Ohio.

Basic Factors for a Labor Party.

There are four basic factors for
a mass labor party in the United
States,

1. The development of a strongly
centralized government! This is one
of the outstanding facts today. Ac-
cording “to the latest findings, there
are at least ten million people in the
government bureaucracy of the Fed-
eral, State and other divisions.

The government is interfering more
and more in the relations between the
workers and their employers. The
primary task of all divisions of the
government today is to defend the
bosses against the workers, to break
strikes and smash the efforts of ‘the
workers battling for better conditions.

2. The labor party corresponds with
present political development of the
American working class: In Amer-
ica alone, of all the highly developed
industrial countries, do we have a lab-
or movement which has not yet di-
vorced itself en masse from the poli-
tical parties of capital.

3. The slogan “for a labor party”
is a unifying slogan which serves to
bind together the working masses who
are in struggle in various parts of the
country; the striking miners of Colo-
rado ' with the miners of Western
Pennsylvania and Ohio, the workers
fighting in the needle trades in New
York with the exploited farmers of
the South and West; in short, from
Maine to'‘California, all the workers
can get together for a labor party,
for a united, common challenge to
their common enemy.

4. The increasing recession in
American indugtry and the intensified
resistance to American imperialism,
is lessening the economic gap be-
tween the skilled and the unskilled
workers.

This development should again
serve to increase the homogeneity of
the working cla;s, hasten its levelling
process.

With a more homogeneous working
class, there will be a more solid basis
for a national labor party on a mass
scale.

BUILD THE DAILY WORKER!

Dead President of En
Bank (

THE death of William Prenter, for-

mer president of the Brotherhood
of Locomotive ingineers, who at the
tast convention had ms “oifice re-
moved” after the exposure of tne
mismanagement, grait and corruption
resuluing in the loss of over $zU,000,-
VUl orf the funds of the railroad
workers, brings to a close the career
of a super-ciass coilaborationist,
similar to his predecessor Warren S.
Stone.

* *

Stone’s death, according to the
records of the convention proceedings,
occurred at a time when the corrupc
ieadership, led by Stone, and in
charge of investments of over a hun-
dred and fifty million dollars, in order
o cover up the loss of about 6 miil-
ion doilars, began the frenzied fi-
nancial ventures in Florida which re-
sulted in turther loss of Some 19,
WoL,000. It was Stone wns cizimed
it was “as easy to run a bank as it
was to run .a. peanut stand,” to
which a delegate at tne last conven-
tion answered: “and by God, men,
that's how sme was run!”

- * »

Prenter, succeeding Stone, became
president when tue tull results of the
corruption ‘brdugnt about the greatest
linanciai cataswrophe 1n all labor his-
tory. The fuil record of this 18 strik-
ingiy presented by William Z. Foster
in his new book Wreening The Labor
Banas, distributed thru the workers’
Library Publisners. Prenter, like
Stone, was the loudest advocate ot
class coliaboration policies that were
siowly poisoning tne ranks of the
railroad workers.
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“We have demonstrated Anierican
iabor’s complete answer to the

theories of liarx and Lenin,” wrote
rrenter. ‘“Iin America there is no
such thing as a working class as dis-
unguished from a capitanst ciass.
Lien pass too readily from one group
into tne other to be tagged with ciass
labels. It is the Brounerhood’s ain
m its financial enterprises to show
its members and workers generally
how they can become capitalists as
well as workers.”

This is the poison peddled by the
reactionary leadership led by Prenter,

and exploited farmers to move for-
wamsl politically—to establish a mass
party of their own, a lghor party, or
at least to place their own class can-
didates on a national scale in the field
in the 1928 elections under the banner
of a united labor ticket.

“Non-Partisan” Policy Bankrupt.

The non-partisan political policy of
the A. F. of L. is not only bankrupt,
but thoroughly discredited. Hiram
Johnson, who recommended the ap-
pointment of Wm. J. Burns, who de.
fended him at the trial and impeach-
ment of Daugherty, has been endorsed
by the A. F. of L. on the “good man”
basis,

Applying this non-partisan policy
of the reactionary trade union bureau-
cracy of the A. F. of L., the Lewis
machine is now making a deal with
Pinchot, who not only did not end the
vicious strike-breaking and Cossack
system of Pennsylvania, but actually
| aided and abetted the state constabu-

|

while they were robbing the treasury,
insurance funds and pension money,
living like millionaires and placing
every on of their sixty-seven
cousins on tl:e pu.ided pay-roll.

Pres. Prenter, Foster tells us in
his book, purchased a $250,000 estate
in Cleveland. He presented jobs to
relations and friends, paying as high
as §10,000 a year. He was in every
way connected with the disaster that
wrecked the various banks and in-
vestment companies of the Brother-
hoods. The crash resulted in an as-
sessment of $5.00 per month on each
member for the next two years, on a
membership already paying as high
as $30 per moth in dues and in-
surance fees. The 1927 convention
held by the Engineers in Cleveland
at which the full story was presented,
lasted for six weeks from June 6 to
July 21, and cost the railroad
workers Another halI million dollars.
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