The Party’s Shortcomings, Mistakes a

l NOTE: This is the sixth install-
| ment of the report for the Political
| Committee made by Jay Lovestone,
at the recent Fifth National Con-
vention of the Workers (Commu-
nist) Party held in New York City.

This installment deals with “The

Party’s Shortcomings, Mistakes and

Problems.”

* #* *

Now a few words about America’s
| relations to Europe. Here we must
|consider at this moment, primarily
|the relations between America and
| Great Britain. For some time there
| has been substantial collaboration be-
tween Great Britajn and the United
| States despite increasing antagon-
| isms.

| This is an illusion. No alliance be-
| tween imperialist powers can be an
| alliance for peace, whether it be an
‘alliance of France and Germany,

spite the fact that the antagonisms of
America and England today in the
international field play the role of
the antagonisms between German and
English imperialism before the war,
vet the key to the international situa-
tion today is to be found in the
danger of a united front of the im-
perialist powers against the Soviet
Union and the Chinese revolution.

In speaking of the role of Ameri-
can imperialism, we must not over-
look the increasing export of Ameri-
can capital and its effect on the
standard of living of our working
class. When: American imperialism
exports capital to China, to Italy, In-
dia, or to any country which is less

This has led the superficial | developed industrially, it is in a posi- | the unifying slogan,
! bourgeois observers to advocate an ition to dominate the industries of | movement under wh
|alliance between England and Ameri- |those countries and to manufacture | an approach to the
lca as a guarantor of world peace.|there commodities at a lower cost, at ' fornia who

|lower wages than in America. This
| very prowess of American imperialism
| which temporarily allows the bour-
| geoisie to have such superprofits as to
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of _American imperialism. We must(ﬁ
adjust our tactics to the various | ,
changes. This applies to the Chinese |
campaign. This applies to our tasks{[
in the Anglo-American alliance which b
may be formed. This applies to ourih
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:need for mobilizing the masses for

| demonstrating against such a possible | |,
!alliz.mce. The need for organizing l:
!a_ntl-war campaigns and demonstra- |
| tions against American imperialismi
{and British imperialism has been cor- |

41‘ectly met by our Party only on thisl‘

basis. {S
} 4 The labor party problem. The !
| °* central task of our Party today is | S
still to develop the working class as '
la class politically. This means that%h
the one unifying |
ich we can have !
workers of Cali- |
strike for a 5 cent increase |
|in wages, or to the Passaic textile |
| workers who strike for the right to
organize into a union, is in a Labor |
Party. We have seen the decrease in |
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| France and England, or America and | give away a few crumbs to the labor
| England. An alliance between Amer- ! aristocracy, this feature has a con-
ica and Great Britain today, if it were | tradictory element in it. This con-|because of the objective conditions, |

real and existed, would not be an al- tradictory element is the danger of | secondly because of the change in the
liance making for peace in the world, | lowering the standard of living of | trend of the composition of the work- |
' but on the contrary, making for a new  the great masses of American work- | ing class. i
'world war—because it would be alers, because of the very increase in| Let no one belittle the fact that !\

war alliance against the Soviet Union | the export of eapital. | the bureaucracy and the Jahor aristo- | '
and all oppressed nationalities and|

Take the textile industry in the | cracy have been corrupted to so large

 colonial peoples. | North and South in the United States | an extent. This is one of the basic '
What are the basic facts in refer- —The textile owners in the Northfactors for the weakening of the la- -
‘ence to Anglo-American relations? lare moving South where they can|bor party movement. More and more
| Recent months have been a sharpening | get production at lower costs. The!the great mass of unorganized, un-
rof these relationships. Take the re- reduction of the standard of living |skilled workers have become dis-
isults of the Geneva Conference. and the standard of wages of the | couraged because of the swing to the

the effectiveness and the slackening
of the labor party movement first, |
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Against whom does Iingland need this
large navy?

the Soviet Union.
inavy against the imperialist power
| which can have a navy as big or big-
:;zer than its own, the United States.
| Agains' whom does the United States
'need a big navy? The only imperial-
list power against which it can have
| real use for and of a big navy is the
| British imperialist power. The conflict
| here is a confliet for the domination of
| the world market today. British im-
"p:;-:‘i'\}i‘:m still has a greater annual
}tuml irade than American imperial-
|ism. But British imperialism’s trend,
is declining, while America is expand-
ing and they are bound to clash. They
are clashing.

ESPITE this increasing conflict be-

tween America and England, de-

| working class or of any section of the

Not against Italy. Not|working class is always determined | importance of the status of the or- |
against Germany. Not even against not by the highest but by the lowest l;Jfa.nizcd, skilled workers thus becomes
It needs a big point of wages which the bourgoisie | apparent. The immediate outlook for

can force the workers to accept.
| Thus if the American capitalists, thru
| their export of capital to lesser in-
dustrially developed countries, will be
able to secure cheaper labor power in
iEuropean or Asiatic countries, they
jwill either reduce their American
working forces or slash the wages of
these working forces at home.

Our tasks at present in this field
jare the following: We must not fig'ht
|imperialism abstractly. There is no
use of fighting American imperial-
ism in general. We must adapt our
tactics to the changing concrete con-
ditions day by day if necessary, al-
ways keeping in mind the funda-
mental role, the basic characteristics

;right by the labor aristocracy. The
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|a labor party is small. The im-!;
| mediate outlook for a united labor g
ticket is not good. If the economic %
recession deepens into a depression, | ¢
the chances for the development of | ¢
a mass labor party movement will be |
much improved. Everywhere our C
labor party campaign must be or- |
ganizational and not merely agita- ||
tional. |

(To Be Continved.)
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First Negro Fire Offjcer.

The first Negro officer of the New
York I'ire Department was appointed
vesterday. He is Wesley Williams, a
member of Engine Company 556, |t
Broome St,
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