Workers Party Achievements and Weaknesses Reported by Jay Lovestone
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age not more than 65 to 70 per cent
of the active Party membership is
paid up in its dues. 1 say we would
not exaggerate, considering the un-
employment situation. For instance
take the Cleveland district with the
heavy cut in our ranks there; in so
far as dues payment is concerned,
the Cleveland district shows only 21
exempt stamps. There are sevéral
hundred Party members in the Cl 7e-
land district who are not registe.ed
as exempt stamp buyers——yet are
just as good active members as the
others but whom we can not and will
not, and never will drop as membadrs
merely because they are not takin
dues stamps. They are unemploygd.

“This strengthening of the Party
apparatus is shown also in the im-
provement in the center thru its in-
creasing direction of Party activilies
and attention to details—yes, the
smallest details of the Party wark.

“Secondly, the labor party and elec-
tion campaigns. Here we may say
that in certain districts the Pamty
has shown increasing vitality. Take
the situation in the New York elgc-
tions. Also, the fact that for t)e

o

first time the Party here ran in the
industrial section of ‘the New York
distriet, the most industrial section,
New Jersey. The situation in San
Francisco where our Party received
a vote bigrer than the socialist par-
ty must also be cited. Take the situ-
ation in Minnesota where our Party
is the driving force in the labor party
movement.

“Thirdly, substantial headway has
been made in the trade union work.
With the help of the Party there was
held a national conference of the left
wing for the first time in five years

'Mallmted States. The resistance,

successful resistance, and fighting
power of the left wing in the needle
trades is due primarily to the direc-
tion and activities of the Party. The
improvement of the Party work in
the trade unions is further indicated
in the improvement of the trade
union press.

“A few words about the mining
campaign, This is the basic trade
union campaign of the Party. The
Central Committee considers that no
resources are too great, no sacrifices

are too great for us, in moblhzmg
the Party to the fullest extent in the
mining campaign. Already we have
a new period in the mining struggle.
Comrade Foster will analyse this at
length in his report, but let me state
that our Party is showing increas-
ing results in the miners’ union.

“In . Colorado we have not only
checked certain dangerous policies
on the part of the dominant I. W. W,
leadership but we have also laid the
basis for the first time of building
Party units there.

“A few words about Russian recog-
nition and defense. The trade union
delegations which have sailed from
this country do not compare with
the German or British delegatlons
but certainly the objective conditions
in the American labor movement are
not comparable to the conditions and
the degree of class consciousness in
Germany or Great Britain. Our Par-
ty has been an instrumental force
in driving the progressives and the
left wingers to make a success out
of the moves for delegations and
has in this fashion served to make

the question of Russian recognition |only

s

and the popularization of the Soviet
Union a basie, living force ,in the
trade union movement.

“Unemployment: In certain local-
ities we have done well. For instance,
in the Cleveland district:

“Fighting the war danger; in the
case of Nicaragua and in the case
of the protests against the massacres
in Canton our Party has achieved
some results.

“The Young Workers League, with
the help of our Party, is today,
positively on the road of constructive
and effective mass work. I cite its
anti-militarist activities and partic-
ularly its activities in the mining
campaigns.

“The foreign born, the women’s
work, the Negro work—here we have
certain small achievements.

“In the fight against injunctions
the Party has responded well, as has
been indicated by resolutions adopted
in many local unions and in the dis-
tribution of a half million leaflets.

“The ideological strengthening 'of
the Party must e emphasized not
in the effective campaign

agamst the Trotsky Opposition, but
also in the setting up of workers’
schools, the national training school
and the growth of the number of
open forums thruout the districts. I
think that our Party can be very
proud of the fact of mnot only the
overwhelming majority but almost
unanimously the Party has been on
the side of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, has followed the Comintern
line against the anti-Leninist, Men-
shevist, Trotskyist line.

“In agricultural work we have
made slight headway in improving
our organization and propaganda—
helping to change the monthly into
a weekly organ.

“Party unification: Great headway
has been made by the Party in con-
solidating its forces and unifying its
ranks on the basis of the resolution
of the last convention. In the center
the tendency of disappearance of old
group lines has been marked. The
process 18 not complete. The pro-
cess has to be pushed with lncmdlc
vigor. ,
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