
THE DAILY WORKER, NEW YORK, FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 1928

THU DAILY WORKER
Published by the NATIONAL DAILV WORKER PUBLISHING ASS’N, Inc.

Daily. Except Sunday
•3 First Street, New York. N. Y. Phone. Orchard 1680

Cable Address: "Dalwork"

BUBSCRIFrIoirRATES
By Mail (in New York only): By Mail (outside of New York):

SB.OO per year $4.50 six months $6.00 per year $3.50 six months
$2.50 three months. $2.00 three months.

Addrtsr and mall out checks to
THE DAILY WORKER, 33 First Street, New York, N. Y.

Editor '. ROBERT MINOR
*®“*"*i“ Assistant Editor WM. F. DUNNE

Entered as second*.‘ass mall at. the post-office at New Tork, N. Y., under
the act of Starch 3. 1878.

WE CAN AND WE WILL

ON its fourth birthday, with a myriad of greetings from the
advance guard of Labor from all over the world pouring in

upon it, The DAILY WORKER feels new courage and determi-
nation.

This anniversary comes at a moment when the only labor
newspaper published in the English language in the entire woxld
is in a situation which can only be described as dangerous in the
extreme. Financial means do not come readily to those who fight

tooth and nail against the power of wealth.

But, little short of desperate tho the situation is—altho the
staff of The DAILY WORKER literally works for weeks at a

stretch without wages and in danger of the doors being closed
upon us—with indictments usually hanging over its head—the
staff is not in a pessimistic mood today.

In fact, The DAILY WORKER staff is now planning some
very substantial improvements and enlargements in the paper we

are giving out to the American working class. We are advancing,

not retreating. A few indications are in order.

The DAILY WORKER is about to come out “ina new dress.”
The pages are too small, and the number of pages is too few. VVe
are going to enlarge the size of the pages to the standard size
maintained by metropolitan newspapers. We are, somewhat later,
going to increase the number of pages.

There willbe big improvements in the mechanical equipment,

so that we can more nearly compete with the capitalist newspa-

pers in the rapidity of news service from the fields of labor’s
struggle with capital, and in the amount of news given. This will

also give us the opportunity to reach our readers in cities far away

from the place of publication, with fresh news promptly. The
working class of this country will be able to depend more certainly

upon the regular receipt of the paper in good time.

The DAILYWORKER must and will become a powerful mass

paper of the working class of the United States. It must be, we

repeat, a popular mass paper of class struggle. At the same time
—and consistent with that purpose—it must show more than it

has the face of the Workers (Communist) Party, of which it is
the central organ, the living party voice. In a spirit of frank

criticism we must say that The DAILY WORKER has not been

closely enough woven into the mass struggles of the American

masses, and at the same time, tho itself the central organ of the

revolutionary party of the workers, it has not been close enough

to the W'orkers (Communist) Party. «¦

We are going to remedy these defects, of which we are con-

scious. The leaders of the Workers (Communist) Party willspeak

thru the columns of the paper more than they have in the past.

Many plans are to be carried thru. To mention one, w'hich is put

into operation in this issue, the Executive Secretary of the Party,

Comrade Jay Lovestone, will write regularly three times a week
a series of comments on the news of the day, which will appear in

a regular column. Many leaders of the Party—Comrades W illiam

Z. Foster, Benjamin Gitlow, and others not directly connected

with the staff—will make regular contributions.

An interesting feature will be established in connection with

the Workers School. This school will establish a “Scholarship in

Practical Labor Journalism” thru which the most promising stu-

dents of the school willreceive training in actual newspaper work,

taking turns according to merit as student-members oi the staff

of The DAILY WORKER.
Opening its fifth year of existence, The DAILYWORKER is

confident that it will become a stronger organ than ever before

for the embattled workers on the far-flung fields of Pennsylvania,

Ohio and Colorado, of the struggling advance-guard of trade
unionists in the needle trades in New' York, and all of the work-

ers thruout this tremendous land of the strongest, most rapacious

capitalism in the world.

The task is to lead the struggle into higher stages. The
workers must organize. They must learn to win. The American
working class must discover its separate political existence a3 a

Class. It must hasten the formation of the labor party. The
struggles of the workers must be politicalized.

In the midst of the present attack for the conquest of all

Latin-Anierica —in the threat of world war, of the destruction of

the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, and the crushing of the
Chinese Revolution—is a revolutionary working-class daily paper

necessary ?

The DAILY WORKER can only live and thrive because it is
the living voice of the Communist Party, section of the Commu-
nist International. Because our Party represents all there is of
future, o: hope, of aspiration of the working class, we will succeed.
The Communists are as yet-weak in numbers in this land. But,

for all that, the Communists are the only section of labor in the

United S :ates which can and does maintain a daily newspaper in

the language of the country. That is not an accident. It is be-
cause the future belongs to the working class, and Workers (Com-

munist) Party represents that future.

For hat reason we can win.

We will win.

The DAILY WORKER thanks the many comrades and sym-
pathizers in many countries who have so warmly greeted us today.

ROBERT MINOR,
editor of The DAILY WORKER.

BEGINNING THE FIFTH YEAR By Fred Ellis

j_ BOOKS __]
Folk-Lore Collected

THE AMERICAN SONGBAG. By

Carl Sandburg. Harcourt, Brace
& Co. $7.50.

JN this volume Carl Sandburg, bis
publishers and his numerous con-

tributors have at last given the Amer-
ican folk-song full ranking as litera-
ture.

Sandburg has understood his ma-
terial. As a matter of fact he has
been using it professionally for years,
as an entertainer with guitar or
ukelele at private gatherings. So
that he went about his compilation of
American street songs, bar room
songs, fireside songs, open-road
songs, fire side songs, open-road songs,
and spirituals without the air of de-
tached scholarly research that has
characterized most of the previous
compilations. Moreover, this volume
includes the music as well as the
words. For each ballad there is an
arrangement of the melody for the
voice or piano, on which guitar or
harmonica accompaniments may be
based; though the given harmonies in
many cases are too elaborate for the
quality of the melodies.

* * *

The inclusion of the music seems
to emphasize a peculiar trait of the
American folk-song. The American
folk-song is essentially literary rather
than musical. The words usually tell
a good story or strike an attitude
worth while for its own sake and the
music in almost every case is make-
shift, incidental. The United States
is not a singing nation in the sense
in which the European and African
nations are. So many of the folk
songs of the British Isles and Europe
are known for their melodies, the
words being weak and incidental to a
corresponding degree. These Ameri-
can songs in many cases have a vital-
ity of language that makes them go

by themselves without any music at

all.
• « •

“The American Songbag" is divided
as fol’ows: Dramas and Portraits
(Oh, Bury Me Not on the Lone
Prairie, etc.); The Ould Sod (Kevin
Carry, etc.); Minstrel Songs (I Wish
I was Single Again, etc.); Tarnished
Love Tales and Colonial and Revolu-
tionary Antiques (Barbra Allen, etc.);
Frankie and Her Man (Frankie and
Johnny, etc.); Pioneer Memories (The
Little Old Sod Shanty, etc.); Ken-
tucky Blazing Star (Ain’t Gonna
Rain, etc.); The Lincolns and Hankses
(Weevily Wheat, etc.); Great Lakes
and Erie Canal (The Erie Canal,
etc.); Hobo Songs (Hallelujah, I’m a
Bum, etc.); The Big Brutal City (It’s
the Syme the Whole World Over,
etc.); Prison and Jail Songs (The
Prisoner’s Song, etc.); Blues, Mellows,
Ballads (I’m Sad and I’m Lonely,
ate.); The Great Open Spaces (Whoo-
pee Ti Yi Yo, Git Along Little Logics,
etc.); Mexican Border Songs (Man-
anitas, etc.); Southern Mountains
(Coon Can, etc.); Picnic and Hayrack
Follies, Close Harmony and Darn Fool
Ditties (Abdul the Bulbul Ameer,
-Re.); Railroad and Work Gangs (The
Wind It Blew up the Railroad Track,
tc.); Lumberjacks, Loggers, Shanty-

.joys (The Shanty-man’s Life, etc.);
Sailorman (Blow the Man Down,
etc.); Bandit Biographies (Jesse
James, etc.); Five W’ars (Hinky Din-
ky, Parlee-voo, etc.)j Lovely People
(Ten Thousand Miles Away from
Home, etc.); Road ro Heaven (Dese
Bones Gwine to Rise Again, etc.).

• * *

Words in these songs vary in dif-
ferent parts of the country and from
decade to decade and in some cases
he words had to be censored. But
¦Sandburg probably has edited the col-
lection as well as anyone could do it.

Scattered through the book are
sketches and decorations by William
Dropper and other artists and repro-
ductions in black and white from <^d

Thomas Hardy, noted British
author, died at his home in Dor-
chester, England, on Wednesday
night, after a long illness. He
was 88 years old. Hardy was best
known as a novelist, but he pre-
ferred to think of himself as a
poet. After the violent and stupid

suppression of his “Tess of
D’Ubervilles” by the British cen-
sor in 1891, Hardy practically
ceased writing fiction.

song books and magazines. And
Sandburg has prefaced each ballad
with an explanatory note, in addition
to including bibliography and an in-
troduction.

• * *

It seems necessary, however, to
complain that the price of the book
is $7.50. The complaint in this case
is specific. It is both ironic and re-
grettable that this particular book
should be one of the most expensive
books of the year. The people that
these songs really belong to can’t buy
it. Hardly anybody will get a pass-
ing glance at it except through a book
store window. The only thing really
the matter with the book, in fact, is
the capitalist system. Those who can
afford to buy the book will have in
almost every case only a romantic or
patronizing attitude toward its con-
tents.

Sandburg himself sometimes seems
inclined in this direction. He is apt
to be sentimental in his remarks
about these songs and the men and
women he got them from, a feeling
supposedly permissible only in the
original sources. To market this ma-
terial at $7.50 puts it on a high shelf,
when it belongs low down. It creates
the impression that Frankie and
Johnny are all dressed up with no

place to go. We are in favor of just
as good an edition to sell for ten
cents.

Simple But Serviceable
“WE.” By Col. Charles A. Lind-

bergh. G. P. Putnam's Sons. $2.50.

«WHAT we need now more than any
’’ other one thing is a series of

airports in every city and town thru-
out the United States,” declared
Lindbergh at the reception in his

honor at Washing-
% ton upon his

'¦ triumphant return
'i , from Paris. Not

\ ¦>». only the aeronau-
'•; •*, ZL * tic manufacturers
• 1 but the war-makers
• V “J- heard this and

i; \ S realised its value
/;J as a convincing

&£ sales-talk.
glaiWJft $$ It all. started

mm when the businc s

myron iif.kiuck men of St. Louis,

<Famed by Lind- Missouri, decided
bergh) to put their town

on the map by fit-
ting out the airplane in which Lind-
bergh competed for the $25,000 Or-
tcig prize. They achieved their am-
bitions beyond their most frenzied

SPARKS FROM THE NEWS
By JAY LOVESTONE

CLOWLY but surely our working
** class is developing traditions of
which it can well be proud. Some
day we will get the full story of the
two brave American marines who
turned their backs on the legions of
Wall Street and joined General San-
dino’s army of Nicaraguan liberation.
This reminds us of “the boys from
Michigan” who went over to the So-
viet forces on the Murmansk front
when the American imperialist army
invaded Soviet Russia. It’s precisely
this spirit of resistance to imperialist
tyranny that is inspiring the courage-
ous coal miners on the Pennsylvania,
Ohio and Colorado fronts. The capi-
talists brand such splendid services
to the working class as “treason,”
“desertion.” More such “treason” and
more such “desertion” and the United
States will really become a free
country—for the workers and ex-

ambitions. At the same time, the air-
plane manufacturers, the oil produc-
ers, and all the other interests who
might profit by making America
“air-conscious” kept a close eye to the
box-office.

* • *

Lindbergh may have been a simple
lad when he wrote this book, but he
certainly did memorize his little piece

! about the wisdom of developing a gi-
gantic aircraft program. Soon, no

doubt, he will have another idyllic
tale to tell about his visits to Mexico,
Honduras, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua,
and of the staged receptions in these
Latin American republics kept under
the thumb of the American Empire.

“We” is a remarkably honest book;
what is even more unique, it was un-
doubtedly written by Lindbergh him-
self and not by some persuasive
newspaperman temporarily out of a

job. Much of it is written tersely
and directly, almost in the form of
answers to questions which might
have put to him by a desk ser-
geant in a New York police court.

* * *

Most 1of the book is taken up with
rather uninteresting personal inci-
dents, not of an intimate nature, prior
to his sensational non-stop flight
across the Atlantic; barely 17 pages
is devoted to the flight itself, and
the description is flat and listless.
I suppose Lindbergh is a modest
chap; at any rate, the publishers hired
the inevitable journalist so write
about the tumultuous receptions to
the former air pilot. And in the last
pages may be found the ballyhoo
story of how Lindbergh was dined,
•.vined and feted, and how the Tam-
many cake-eater, Jimmie W’alker, sat

with him in an automobile while 3,-
000,000 hysterical New Yorkers look-
ed on during hours of parade from
the Battery to Central Park.

By far the most hilarious stuff in
the book are the speeches of such ma-
jor political celebrities as Walker and
Cal Coolidge, and the photographs in
which Ambassador Herrick invariably
succeeded in exhibiting his obtrusive
mug. This obscure individual dis-
played remarkable knowledge of news
value for an American diplomat. The
moment Lindbergh arrived at Le
Bourget field Herrick refused to part
from the young aviator; thereafter
he horned in on practically every ban-
quet and every flashlight photograph.

• * *

A number of vital things are some-
how left out of the book. Young
Lindbergh fails to tell how his father
fought the professional patriots dur-
ng the war; nor does he tell of the

attacks on his father as a “yellow
pacifist” by those who are now utiliz-
ing him to give veneer to their im-
perialistic conquests in Latin Amer-
ica.

—SENDER GARUN.
J

ploited farmers, instead of for the
bankers and manufacturers.

* * *

THERE are always plenty of dark
*

horses in the capitalist political
stables. But Hoover now seems to
be the blackest of them all. He stands
the best chance of receiving the Re-
publican presidential nomination.
Hoover has even received the blessing
of the “liberal’ New Republic. He is
being touted as the symbol of Ameri-
can efficiency, mass production, and
scientific management. Hoover is
being hailed as the one who stopped
the Mississippi flood. Rest assured
that the New Republic will yet tell
us that Hoover saved the Russian
Revolution in the famine days.

This is the same Hoover who is the
father of the Lever Act which served
as the basis for the paralyzing in-
junction issued by the notorious
Palmer against the ' striking coal
miners in 1919. Governor Fuller, who
murdered Sacco and Vanzetti has en-
dorsed Hoover and is being boosted
as Hoover’s running mate. The multi-
millionaire, Senator Edge, of New
Jersey, brother-in-law of Walter
Teagle, President of the Standard Oil
Company of New Jersey, is an ener-
getic supporter of Hoover’s candidacy.

Who makes America’s presidents?
Ask Standard Oill

* * •

ANE of the most hopeful signs in
the labor movement is the recent

conference of 135 progressive mili-
tant miners in Pittsburgh. Our coal
diggers are displaying the highest
type of heroism and self-sacrifice
that has been seen in the ranks of
the American workers. Hounded by
the special State strike-breaking for-
ces of sheriffs, spies and injunction
judges; evicted and starved by the
private armies of un-uniformed capi-
talist gunmen; abused and misrepre-
sented by the press, Church and Uni-
versity; and betrayed by their official
labor leaders—yet, they, the coal
miners of Pennsylvania and Ohio,
have enough courage, fight and class
vision in them to know what’s to be
done, to want to do it, and even to
be able to see how it is to be done
and done speedily.

The miners, being the backbone of
the American trade union movement,
are fighting the battle of all labor.
More such clear vision and left wing

i militancy, added to their magnificent
! record to date, and the miners’ union
will yet be saved and a possiole dis-
astrous defeat certainly turned into a
smashing virtory.

* * •

THIS is the season for prosperity
prophecies. Yet, in the prosperity

which we are promised for to-morrow,
we are beginning to learn that the
country has been going thru a reces-
sion. Onl)** yesterday, this was
vehemently denied by all the marketand economic experts of the owning
class.

Surely, we can count on all sorts of
artificial and strained effor.s being
made to keep things going at least
over the election period. That is why
the “silent” Coolidge now talks so
much about optimism and prosperity,
iho Wall Street is long and strong
on memory, still no one can recall a
single instance where the president of
the United States thought it necessary
to issue outright, technical state-
ments on financial matters of such
general intricacy as brokers’ loans in
order to buoy up the market.

The executive power of the central-
ized government is growing by leaps
and bounds. More and more the presi-
dent works openly as the chairman
of the executive committee of the
capitalist class. For the profit-
takers, the exploiters, this is an ex-
cellent arrangement. For the work-
ers and the exploited farmers, Cool-
idge’s power and optimism mean
poor-houses, bankrupt farms, growing
unemployment, smashed unions, in-
junctions, crushing mortgages, wage

Boosting Circulation
By CHARLES YALE HARRISON.

Business is"”good~”3own In News-
paper Row. Two murderers may die
tonight. On the streets people buy

edition after edition to see the latest
developments, to note each twitching
muscle—a “public” has been whipped
to a high degree of sadistic fury.

An excellent case is the Snyder-
Gray case; it helps to distract one’s
mind from many things—it pushes
the news of starving miners’ children
on to page 22 or out altogether—“it
only goes to show that decency pays
in the long run.”

For a white-collar mob has been
roused to righteous wrath and a sen-

sation-peddling press has made the
most of it. Any good newspaper man
will tell you that “there’s nothing like
a good murder case to make the cir-
culation go up.” Soaring newspaper

circulations mean leaping advertising
rates.

• * *

Had the case been made to order it
could not have been any better for
the newspapers. ' All the elements of
a blood-curdling, circulation-boosting
murder case are here. A slain hus-
band—a corset salesman lover (just
enough comic relief), a little nine-
year-old daughter to flavor the story
with maudlin, glycerine tears, two
old mothers broken by the tragedy—-
all are here.

Last summer when the trial was
going on out in Long Island, respect-
able mobs fought to gain entrance to
the court where a politician-judge
gloried in the publicity. Passes to the
court were sold at a premium.

* * *

The Reverend Dr. Straton said his
piece, Peggy Joyce, an actress who
has had as many husbands as a cat
has lives, also wrote her bit for the
papers; Will Durant, the go-getter
philosopher, wrote a series of articles
for the New York Telegram, pointing
out (for SI,OOO an article) that the
wages of sin are death.

cuts, lengthened hours, and hellish
wars.

it's time the tables were turned in
this country, and things were put
head-up for the working masses.

* * *

THE International Printing Press-
* men and Assistants’ Union is an
organization of higniy skilled work-
ers. Its leadership is extremely re-
actionary. Major Berry, its president,
is in the right wing of the Republican
Party and is one of the biggest
boosters of the worst brand of class
collaboration. •

This year the biennial election for
international officers that waa to be
held, will not be held. The Major
boosts there is no opposition to him.
fie wouldn't allow any opposition to
get started. Mr. Berry also brags
.hat his union stands for capitalist
ownership, conciliation, arbitration
and the elimination of “the disastrous
results that accrue from strikes.” The
fighting Major is ad for peace with
the bosses. It pays ihein. And why
should any graielui man bite the
hand that is feeding him ?

Berry’s union is exactly the kind
of union the employers want. It is
neconung more and more an employ-
ment agency, a personnel manage-
ment bureau, serving to select docile,
efficient, obedient, industrious wage-
workers for the bosses. Leaders of
such unions are more like employ-
ment bureau directors than labor lead-
ers. Such policies inevitably lead to
company unionism.

Between Berryism and trade union-
ism there can ne no compromise. The
Berrys, the Wolls, the Greens and the
Lewises must be driven out of the
labor movement or the unions will be
driven out of existence. Throw out
the Berrys and save the unions.

* * •

ANE can almost lay down a general
V rule that whenever capitalists
work overtime talking about future
prosperity, we are in for a depression.
Likewise whenever imperialists are
arranging peace talks, conferences
tor “amicable relations,” we are near-
ing war.

Take the Havana conference. This
is not a peace conference. It is a
war conference. While Coolidge and
Kellogg in Havana talk of friendship
for LaUn-America, the marines of
which Coolidge is commander-in-chief
ait) shooting down workers and far-
mers in Nicaragua. Indeed Coolidp*
has chosen an appropriate home for
himself when he picked a superdiaad-
noughtl

Coolidge, Kellogg, Hughes, UnOMN
wood, Fletcher make up the Yanka*
imperialist galaxy to tms ran-Amen- '
can gathering. The Americans
business. If you don’t believe it. Mk
Haiti, San Domingo, Panama and
Nicaragua. No motion will be enter-
tained by Kellogg against a Nicara-
guan invasion of the United States,
it is not necessary. Nor will any
steps be taken to prevent American
occupation of British Honduras. That
is not necessary either. Great Britain
is still a powerful imperialist force
to contend with. This being a capi-
talist peace conference, the first and
only order of business in Havana will
be to find more careful, more skill-
ful, effective means with which
America will Be enabled to continue
its bluffing, bullying and dominating
the Latin-American countries. Be-
tween the robbers and the robbed, the
plunderers and the plundered, the Im-
perialist bandits and the oppressed
colonial peoples, there can be no gen-
uine peace. No fake conferences like
the one in Havana can change this

) course.
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