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(Continued.)
By JAY LOVESTONE.

UR Party was born as a result of

party in 1919. Through this split
it inherited a wholesome opposition

miserable opportunism of the old

cians.
But in this wholesome reaction,

pation
per se.

was “boycott the elections.” In 1924
we had great difficulty in mobiliz-
ing our party for active participa-
tion in the election campaign. We
have not yet completely shaken
these syndicalist prejudices. An es-
sential part of the present election

membership so as to give them an
increasing understanding of Lenin-
ist, revolutionary, Communist parti-
cipation 4n the election campaigns.
Districts On Industrial Lines.

Our party districts are organized
along the line of industrial sections.
We have one district, for instance,
covering the Pittsburgh coal and
steel territory known as the Western
Pennsylvania distries. We have ah-
other district consisting of the
metropolitan area of New York City
and neighboring New Jersey indus-
trial cities in which are found such
industries as textile, oil refining and
metal products. We have other dis-
tricts like the Kansas districts which
include a number of states equiva-
lent to an area of five or six of the
European countries. States like New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania are
included in several districts while
districts like the agricultural, the
Seattle, the Kansas, the Minneapolis
and the south, consist of several
states.

But for the election campaign, the
individual state is the unit. It is
therefore necessary for our party to
adjust its organization and set up
special election machinery.

Difficulties of ‘“Democracy.”

ESIDES, there are innumerable

difficulties set up by the much-
vaunted American bourgeois demo-
cracy to make it almost impossible
| for a revolutionary proletarian party
|like our own to participate ef-
| fectively in parliamentary elections,
| Each of the forty-eight states has
|its own set of election laws limiting
| the ways ald means of parties get-
| ting on the ballot.
| The slightest technical error can
|be used to deny the Communist
| Party the right to be on the ballot,
'In 1924 the. Communist Party was
| on the ballot in only fifteen states.

The aim of these election laws is
| to prevent the organization of new
| parties and perpetuate the so-called
| two-party system—republican and
| democratic. Comrade Lenin has
|thus characterized the two-party
system:' '

socialist party parliamentary politi- |

there was also carried over a danger- |
ous syndicalist opposition to partici- |
in parliamentary activities |

the breakup of the old socialist |

to parliamentary cretinism, to the

Our Party’s Election Campaign

;Setting Up the Election Machinery; Preparing
‘ for the Campaign

| 1928 were exceedingly slight. Great
| emphasis was placed on the need for
! mobilizing the party resources to get
on the ballot. Various political let-
| ters were sent to the units to coun-

“This so-called ‘two-party sys-
tem’ reigning in America . . . has
been one of the most powerful

| teract the indifference and hostility

tary of State who is in charge of | stil] pervading the attitude of cer-

such work often simply refuses to | ¢ain sections of our party towards

methods of preventing the founda-
tion of an independent labor, that
is, a genuine Socialist Party.”

Industrial States Hardest.
In a number of industrial states |

recognize the Communist Party’s | Communist participation in election
right to -appear on the ballot and |
| doesn’t even consider petitions when |
| presented. |

Mobilizing the Party. [
OBILIZATION of the member- |

campaigns, as well as to warn
against opportunist errors.

As early as February 29, the
Political Committee instructed all
districts to prepare for putting peti-

where the party has the best pros-

| pects, these legal restrictions are the

Thus in the 1920 presidential elec- |
tions, our party’s national slogan |

campaign of our party has been to |
elevate the ideological level of the |

worst.
For example, in Ohio, our Party
must secure a petition for placing it

citizens, before it can put up its can-
didates.

" In New York, an even larger num-

| ber of signatures is required.

In California, a minimum of 30,-
000 signatures must be secured in |
order to place the party on the bal- j
lot. |

These endérsements of the party’s |
being on the ballot by citizens are |
not valid unless they are from all
sections of a particular state.
minimum number of - signatures

Al
is

state. It oftens occurs that in
number of rural counties our party
organization is either very weak or
non-existent.
son signs such a petition,
whole list is challenged
party is denied the right to appear
om the ballot.

Then in such states like Oklahoma
and other Southern states, the Secre-

then the

on the ballot signed by about 25,000 | op

required from each county of the!
a|

and our |

ship for participation in the  tions into the field for Foster and

| election campaign began
early this year. This was oceasioned
| by the following facts:.

| First of all, we have a splendid
portunity, due to the economic de-

| pression and the rising readiness of

| the masses for struggle against the
capitalist offensive to utilize the
election campaign for Commyunist
propaganda and mobilization of the
working masses for struggle. Then,
there is the need to overcome the
lingering indifference and even hos-
tility in our ranks towards Party
participation in parliamentary cam-
paigns. Third is the great number
of barriers put up by American
| Democracy against Communist par-
| ticipation in election campaigns.

The presidential election takes
| place on November 6th. Simultan-
eously, there are elections for the

If one ineligible per-| United States Senate and highest

| state offices in a number of states.
In the February Plenum of the
| Central Committee of our party it
| was made clear to the party that the
| vrospects for a National Labor Party
lor even a United Labor Ticket in

rather | Gitlow.

Immediately, special
machinery was set up to help the
districts overcome the technical ob-
stacles for the Party’s getting on
the ballot. On March 19, all districts
were instructed to put full Workers
Party tickets into the field. A Na-
tional Election Campaign Committee
was elected and similar committees
were elected on a district secale.

On March 28, the political commit-
tee appointed additional field organ-
izers for the election campaign and
announced its decision to propose
Comrades Foster and Gitlow who
were our standard bearers in 1924,

Special organizers were sent into
the South and Southwest.

Our mobilization for the election
campaign began with the prepara-
tions of the party itself, then the
mobilization of sympathetic masses
and their organizations, |

These preparations were ideologi- |
cal and organizational. The party
units were given material preparing
them for the issues and various
phases of the election campaign.

(To Be Continued)

By SOL AUERBACH.
A whirl of dust, chickens skid

whe8l “droshka” rolls undecidedly

at Olschan.

the two heavily shanked horses at
bay. We bid goodby to our village |
friends and mount. There is
sense of importance in the driver's
squared shoulders as he snaps the
whip and the horses fly off at a
gallop.

Across wide stretches of steppes
.skinned of their harvest and expos-
ing the black raw meat of the
Ukraine. The peasant driver picks
his way unerringly over mazes of |
unplowed earth that serve for roads.
A church spire over the brim of a
hill promises a village. From the
hill top we see the huts, painted
white or green, clustered about the
golden-domed church, which has
lost its luster for lack of polish. The
peasant signals S-S-S-S and the
horses back on their haunches to
flatten the slope. Past a pond, hit-
ting up a cloud of dust thru the one
street of the village. Again the pea-

sant talks Br-s-s—aad wa aome to

across the road, and -the Soviet four- |

and stops before the Soviet House |

A burly peasant sits|
erect at the driver’s seat and holds |

2! they own in common.

a sudden halt before the Soviet
House.

We spend most of the day talk-
|ing to the peasants, while they are

| grain thru the jaws of their new
harvesting machine hitched to a
Fordson tractor. They take great
pains to explain to us the intricate
| working of their new machine which
When the
novelty of our visit has worn off
and the peasants are again serious-
ly turning out their next year’s
food supply we return to the Soviet.
Our peasant driver is on the seat of
his droshka where we have left him.
His shoulders are drooped and his
back is a bowed accusation. He
mutters one word,

“Chleb” (Bread).

We had forgotten to give him
food! We ourselves had eaten at the
village cooperative and we stop
these now on our way out to re-
pair our serious omission. Our
driver returns and bounds on to his
seat with two large white rolls un-
der his arm and a whiff of ‘“vodka”
in his breath, We go off at a gal-
lop.

“Dedutschka, what ﬁ:l you do be-
fore the revolution?”

|

turning their plentiful wheat into!

"DEDUTSCHEKA

| Dedutschka turns -catty-cornered

to us and allows the horses to find
their own way. He shrugs his
shoulders and points to the land
about us.

“I worked for the landowner here.
All this land was his. He had six
hundred dessiatyns. I took care of
his horses and drove his family
about. The landowner lived in a
beautiful house. It had large rooms
and wooden floors and many large
windows. In one room there was
gold on the walls and ceiling and
large picturea of the czar and czar-
ina. And the floor was as smooth
as the pond when it is.frozen. And
the revolution came and took it
away. And I became driver for the
Soviet. And now the peasants walk
over that beautiful floor with their
dirty boots.

“But, Dedutschka, now even you
can go into that room.”

“Ah, but those were the good old
bourgeois times! Near the house
there was a large white tombstone.
And what did the revolution do? ' It
tore it up—that’s what the revolu-
tion did, The revolution is at an
end, That beautiful large white
tombstone!”

A drop of vodka has loosened his




