Stop That Game of Bluff

- The Facts of the NMembership Drive

One of the trump ¢ards of the present
puppet feadership of our FParty has heen
its muach-heralded *“membership drive”
The “tremendous gains” of the member-
ship huve heen broadeasted thruout the
whole Communist International to prove
the “radiealization of the mwasscs,” the
Hourrectness™ of the “new line” and of
the expulsion of the former Party lead-
erzhip and ¢of every other e¢rime or stu-
pidity of the new leadership, Tuterna-
tionally, the membership drive figures
hawve proved z gorgeous feather in the
cap of- Btalin-Molotov.

But “naw it ean be told” VWhat a
grand fraud, whar a plain fake the whole
thing has been! The new leadership of
ihe. Party stands convicted of a most
deliberate campaign to fool the member-
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1. The Orpganizalion Departmeht
claims that there were 8300 members
lef1 in the Party after the Address. For
the sake of argument let us grant this
for the moment and assume that this is
s0. But what dges this show? This fig-
ure indicates a less of more than 4,000
members as compared with the months
pricr io the Address of the Comintern.
Where did those 4000 members go? It iy
sad but true thut the majorily of these
thousands of membhers dropped out of
the Farty in utter disgust with the new
line and the new leadevship,

2, The Party burocraey claims 6,167
members. Obviously, this is just a plain
fraud. For instance, Stachel at the last
Plenum told how Williamson, head of the

Organization Department, had asked him

Depesvrtment

an the grounds of unemployment or some
other reason.  In the New Yorw District,
for instunce, the proportion of dues pay-
ing mmembers in the exempt class recent-
Iy totalled nearly 72%. Actually, thers

are about 3,000 dues-paying members in’

our party today. Hew does the atew
leudprship explain that in the whole
Party onty 6,145 paid dues {inclusive of
exempt stamps given away by the car-
fead),when according fo thedr own elotms
G, 16 nembers joined the Porty in the
lust dyive alone? How come that the
grand total of dues-paying members is
22 lesg than the number which are sup-
posed to have joined our Party in the
last drive alone? Whar happened to the
8,800 old members? Are they excused
fromm paving dues?
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Diistrict Init. Dues Sules for months of
before New Tetal three Jupe ISR June Dee. Jan. Feb.
Plewwm  memb. memb,  months 19238 1429 324 1929 1530 14930
1, Boston 500 502 802 215 ©76T 492 a3t 599 430 ATY
3. New Yuwk 2000 1450 4450 520 2396 2604 2218 3148 3253 2914
3. Philadelphia 450 447 1047 120 403 384 275 429 223 a6
4. Buffalo 23l 267 817 26 246 2486 211 133 128 _—
5. Pittsborgh 350 266 616 80 918 406 279 284 110 228
6. Cleveland B0 GBS 1228 276 437 5Th 52 183 225 414
7. Detroit Ao 10679 1604 450 509 358 452 670 374 505
8. Chieago 1124 805 PTG 212 1368 790 100 754 hYiis 558
9 Minnesota 40 423 873 110 -454 515 3749 319 461 56l
10. Kamnsas City 195 80 245 35 193 268 234 499 109 182
11. Dakotus 100 5 125 0 25 76 _ 134 42 84
12, Seaitle 354 84 434 G0 231 410 2064 —_— —
13, California 454 aoT 757 g5 404 200 234 268 299 216
15, Connecticut AL 132 A 82 128 a7 148 106
148, South (4 100 .10 —_— — —_— _ — 29
TOTAL HE00 6167 15005 . 2389 2689 7448 8773 T03T 145 6521

ship, to fool the American workers, to
fool the whole Communist International.

On the basis of American cables the
Prutvdu  informed the Russian workers
as did the Hote Fahkne the German and
the Humianits the French workers thai
the Party now has over 15,000 members.

But we have awv official  decument
pefore ue, the wnpublished Con-
vention Call, dated April 18, In order

to have the comung Seventh Convention
equal the size of the 3ixth Convention
of March 1929, the basis of representa-
tion is chunged fromy 125 to T8 or major
fraction therecof. On this basis, there
will be 102 delegates, exclusive of the
Yeung Communist League. Ewven jf we
were to say that every delepate will
represent no Jess than scventy - five
members, then, the total nmnber of del-
cgates to be at the Convention shows
very clearly that there are in the Party
today at most — inclusive of exempt
ssnenibers” and allowing for terrific pad-
ding and manipulation—7,650 members.

This 45 only about half of the namber of -

somiliers whe are supposed to be in the
Party {oday. According to these fipures
there ure today in cur Party 8157 new
members and, therefore, only 1483 old
members.  Obviously, even these rock-
Lbottomn caleulations of the Party bura-
erats are recking with falsehoods,

We herewith repreduce a eomfidential
tabulation of membership figures pre-
paved by the Organization Department.
The membership figures shown for June
1028 and Japmary 1929 are deliberately
reduced from what they actually welre
and the figures shown for June and Dee-
ember 1929 and January and February
1940 are purpesely inflated.  But, for
the sake of aveiding issues, let us mo-
mentarily” accept ali the figures of the
following iable as true. Then, let us
proceed to ask the new “leadership” some
pertinent guestions which we hope will
not embarrass them too much in this so-
called pre-convention pericd.

how many of the 1,079 reported mew
members 1 Detroit the Party would sue-
ceed in keeping? Te which Stachel ad-
mitted replying: “Comrade Willlamson
should rather have asked: How inany
new members have we succeeded getting
to join the Party.” Likewise a member
of the Central Control Cornmission told
me that in his district not even 10% of
the zileged new members have actually
joined the Party.

However, let’s shut our eves and -be
fieve the official figures presented in the
above table, On this basis, we demand
that the Party leadership explain to the
membership how they aceount for only
2,389 initiation stamps being “sold” 1o
new members when 6,187 are supposed to
have joined. Here we underline the Taw
that we dont mean cash sales. In the
2,389 we already included exempt injtia-
tion stamps to the -total of mere than
1200 as well as deliberately falsified—
exaggerated reports from distriet offices

 The new leadership would do the Party
a good turn if they came awress with
evidence to disprove our c¢laim that at
feast 605 of the 2,389 fnitiuiion stamps
soeld gre exempt. This practice of mani-
pulating the exempt stamps “sales™ ser-
ves as a very hamdy proposition for
the bankrupt burccrats. ‘This is what
may be truly ealled boot-strap lifting
progress. The more a Distriet Organ-
izer pushes up witheut any basis, his
dues-payment figures, the more his rep-
utation soars not only at home but wwhat
18 mest important, “in the present third
perigd,” abread. This explains the recent
rise of Stachel, the *hero” of the mem-
bership drive and the “brave boy™ of
the Uetroit March 6 mass outpouring.

3. The elaim is made that there are
15,005 members in our Party wday., But
the records for Febroary 1 of thiz year
show that only 6,145 are repistered as
dunes pavers. Gf this 8,145, at least 60
% are in the exempt class—ibhat is,
workers who are allowed not to pay dues

The Party leadership will have a hard
time explaining to the mentbership how
they can expect the workers to believe
them when they themselves, after the
wildest exaggerations, can do no hetter
than to say that of the 153,005 only U,
145 paid dues. What appalling bank-
ruptey!

At this very moment, after the “fabu-
lous success™ in’ the last membership
drive, undeyr extremely favorable uhjee-
tive conditions, after huge manipelation
and falsification in the records, the new
Farty leadership is compelied to admit,
in its awn ranks, that thotsends of mem-
frers haue dropped out of the Party sinee
the Address and that today the felal
snembership of the Party iy less by sev-
erad thowsends than it was bejore the
new line way instituted. . | :

We cannot-bur wind up with a few re-
marks in regard to the terrific diserep-
ancics shown by the figurces in the vari-
pus distriets. - In the Boston District, the
total membership is supposed to be 802,
Lui the dues payments inclusive of ex-
copl is only 479, In New York, the
banner district, shows only 620 initiatlon
stamps sold und given awey within three
momhs among the 1450 members who
were supposed to have joined the Pariy.
It is especially significant to note that
of the 4,450 alleged miembers of our
Party in the New York District omly
2,914 have on VFebruary lst, been gath-
ered up to-make cush ducs payments and
to receive exempt stamps free. It is
particutarly instructive to note that with
a total claimed membership of 1,007 the
Fhiladelphia district can only show a
total dues paviment on February Ist. of
2 inclusive of exemnpt! This distriet
shows anly 120 initiatlon stamps sold
and given away to the 447 alleged new
members.  The dead Buffale distriet
shows quite some life in thiz game of
fake.” It reports 26 initiution stamps sold
and giver away among 267 new memn-

Our Discussion Page
Up te the coming Convention of
eur Party Revolutiomary Age is
gouing to devote a large section of
its space to a discussion of the
main problems before the Party in
ils present erisis. This discussien
will be conducted in conmection
with the diseussion preceding. the |
Wational Conference of our group
which will tuke place in July.

Revolutionary Age is the anly
paper in this country in which the
Party comrades can discuss the
problems of our movement freely
and without fear of the “enlighten-
ment campaign.” We iavite all
comrades, whether they agree with
us ¢t noi, to make use of cur col-
umns.  Let us make this a FREE
Party discussion!

In the next issue in this sectien
there will be: An analysis of the
GO Thesis: a review of the Party
! during the last year—"“One Year
of the Address”; an artiele om
“What Has the Party Line Meant
! far the Unions”; and other valu-
| able material

bers! And our ultra-revolutienary Com-
rade John Adams (Bimba) of Cleveland
is also in the race. He reports the mag-
nificert sum of 225 dues stamps sold
and given away to 668 alleged new meni-.
hers by February lst

Detroit, under the tutelage of Stachel,
has wroetionalized the whele business of
metmbership drive. Here we have Ford-
ization und the speed-up of bluff with =
vengeance. By February 1, Stachel sue-
ceeded in *selling” and handing out 574
stamps ameong a total membership of 1,-
654. But let this be no surprise to any-
body. In Detreit, s considerable propor-
tion of the new members was recruited
in the McGregor Institute wnder the plea
that the homeless, 4obless, would be
given a chanee to sleep in Party head-
gquarters if they were to sign up. Hath-
away, in Chicago succeeded in getting +id
of only 212 initiation stamps during the
drive and by February 1 selling and giv-
ing away only 365 dues stamps. This
15 interesting. Compare this with the
fact that in June 1928 the Chicago dis-
triect had a dues-paying membership of
1368, By Jusie 1929 this nurber dropged
1o 100! ‘This was in the dog days of the
heat of enthusiasm for the Address! Be-
fure leaving the Chicage Distriet for his
new and higher post, Hathaway suceeed-
ed in Mfting the dues sales, exempt ans
ali, to the grand number of 536! Thi
is the Iowest “normael” dues-poyment
the Chieago district haz shown at ane
time in the ten yewrs of our Poriy's ex-
istened.

The other districts do not show any-
thing different. Seattle seems to haw
forgotten to make any dues-payment T
mittanees to the Wational Offier tsr th
last three months, The painful fact of
the matter is, that the Seattle districet ir
practically wiped out. In Kansas City
the devout Lenin student, Gorman, sue-
ceeded in expelling one-half of the Part;
liguidating five shop nuclei, driving
nearly all the Negro members and m.
ing things pretty hot for any work
who dared stay in the Party ranks.

And last but net least, we noie tha
for the last three months there zre only
27 dues stamps—the overwhelming maj
ority of this number being exempt—i
the entire South. Really even we who
entertain some doubts about the Com-
munist integrity and principledness of
new leadership, could never helieve that
there were so few members in the Party
in the South today. We confesy we gl
were somewhat fooled by all the noiw
which the Paily Wotker and the Party.
Thesex and proclamations hed mac
about our wvictories in the Socth.

In short we will ask one guesti
which will sum up all our questions:

How long will the Party membegshi
tolevate such humbug, such guacker
sueh eharlatanism to parade una
guize of Communist suecessen? =




