Did We “Hide” the Crisis?

At the 16 Congress of the Conununist
Party of the Buveit Union the present
world position of United States capital-
jsm and the present ecanomic situation
in the United Staies received consider-
able attention. This is natural in view
of the present internaijonal role of T
&, imperialism.

A disenzsion of the conditions of Amer-
tean eapitalisl economy toduy inevitably
involves o discussion of the entive world
economic sivwation. And thers was so
mueh talk about the American economic
sitgation at the 1§ Party Congress of
the CPSTT that it even inspired 3y, Wal-
ter Duranty, the Neiw Yook Tiwmes cor-
r'csponcient, te a whole series of cables
and letters. 1n thesé cables and letters
ihe situation in the America Party natu-
rally came in for comment. 3r. Duran-

ty, it st e vemembered, is one of the

capitalist ols For nine out of ten of-
fieial Communisis, nowever, Thvanty is
an autherity and spokesman on questiops
of economic policy in the Soviet Univn
snd on ceonomie canditions in the Unived
Stabes—us dven by the presend Stalindst
regiime tu the CPSU. Thereiore, huran-
tv's dispatehes  assumé for the averape
pfficial Party leader or functjonary a sort
of a sacred, infallible chargeter expres-
sing the vision and will of such infallibles
as Stalin, Molatov, ¥Manuilsky, cte. In
faet, so pwich prestige has this rather
capable wnd intelligent bourgeois corre-
spendent. {by far the mosi ¢apable eapl
talist correspondent in the USSR 1odayv)
won in the highest rapks of the ofiéial
Party burggraey that there iz cven
spreading in the Party the phantastic
legend {perhaps not so phaniasiic afrer
ally that in general what Duranty savs
Stulin reelly means or wants to have
belicved in the Uniled States
X z x

The entive powerful machinery of Sta-
\in and his puppets in our Party has been
mabilized full Blast {0 spread the non-
sonsieal fajry-tale that Stalin was the
one Commnnist leader. wha forzaw the
prezent ceonomwie erisis in the United

zates and that we did sot. That is why
we are supposed ta be Yrenegades” fop-
portunists” “agents of Hoover™ and “the
real forces behind the scenes in Wall
Street”! That is why, beeause of this
prophetie vision ag 3t were, we have Leen
told that “Stalin succeeds where Lenin
faifed.”

Says Mp. Duranty in the New York
Times of July 268; “Stalin emphasized
the Amerienn crisis for the simple bu-
man reason that he had prophesied ite
advent during the tenzest moment of his
stpife with the fright’ adversaries in ihe
Central Committee—at a moment, indeed,
when it secmed romoetest, if not improb-
able. To use an-unworthy metaphor, he
“doped it oul’ beforchand from the books
of dMarx and Tewin and bet on it against
long odds and woen.”

Then, in the New York Times of Aug.
3 there appeared a Jong letfor mailed by
Duranty from Maoseow szving that our
eslimate of the world poesition of Amer-
ican capitalism was as Tollows:

“Post-y capitalist stabilization might
held gosd for Europe but the Dnited
Siuiey wus gu exception wiere Furopean
vides did wot upply ond the American
Comsunist Porty should follow o differ-
ent gnd exceptional pelicy ... "

But with Stalin, sayvs Duranly, it was
otherwize {13}

“Buk aside from Stalin's superh politi-
eal gentus, nzide from o siillfal hondling
of oie of the wnost efficient ‘moclines’
the world hasz ever scen, o small part

1 After givi
the pai
and s Acgaciares in the Saw
VARIY pods o0l to pive sonldt
hie s master, the Astevican swiing class when
Weoears: . :

“Pevsonally I censider thar the “Comaundst
migndce' in America, or in Greze Britain for chac
malter, is prenosiérous NERsensc and o allbw
Lo inzericre with husiness is well-migh c¢riminal
imbeeility, ¥f, however, the Unitegd States govern-
ment ix tess sure of immedf then I believe, ar if
'_the Communist danzer i really sreater than 1
imagine, there §: 3 remedy adopted long ago by
Turkey, Persia ancd Alphanistan, in rezard to the
native Communisiz.

“Thaze wimple orientnl nations chrry ofl peefit
able tyade with the Bovietr Union, mainipin {rlend-
Iy vebations, bave exchanged Ambassaders and
when shey pet the cpance de no: fail o play that
frlendship agaimse - Britain or ather Westen pow-
ers.  Bur they kave the same noive way of deal-
Mg wilk wthe ‘Uemmunizt micnace’ as Russia uses
twarly her own  connter-revolutionaries,  ‘Dead
men gan only sgueak in hell’, says the Persian
peeverl,
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of hiy success wus due to the Joel hat
witer all, Stalin weas correci—a perivd of
wortd depression was af Nand.,

“That ajter all when you got down to
it, it was one of the two big arguments
puet forward by the Krembin ot the Cone-
hawgiist Puvly Convention which has £l
ended . . .

"No one, on the other hand, ecould
q-:E.e?.:;fion the reality of the present world-
wide eopitalist depression, or deny Ueat
Stalin and the Hremlin have gouged the
case Mmore accurately then Rulharin ar
Pappr,™*

Apd Comrade Voroshilov wus even so
gellerolts in kis denmneiaiion and misrop-
resentatian of us—along the same lines
as Duranty—ihat in reporting for the
Central Committee before the 16 Party
Cungress he declared that we had for 2
long hidden the American economie
exizis from the' Communist Intepnational
znd the CPSTRLY - - :

After this treat of romantie journal-
ism, some indisputable Ffacts will prave
very helpful. Did we, the previous lead-
ership of the American Communist Par-
ty, foreses the prosent econcinic crisis in
the United States? IMd we understand
its basis? Dhid we understand its causes
and forms? Did we hide it from our
Russiun comrades or from the Comnmu-
nizt Intrenational? And what was the at-
titude and estimate of our Hussian eon-
rades then towards our analysis and
conclusions? These are pertinent gues-
tiens, They must be answered frankly
and strietly on the basis of unchualleng-
able faets. Luorid journalism will prove
of o avatl here.

On February 4, 1923, I presented, in
tehalf of the politleal commitice, to the
Plenum of the Central Committee of our
Farty “Theses on the Present Econoimic
and Political Situation and the Tasks of
our Party.” These Theses were unani-
mously widepled by the Tlenum and esti-
mated {he econmomie situation and oud-
fued: as- follows:

“NWhai s in sight? It eannot yet be
seid ol (his time that we ard facing on
immediate  decpgoing  coonontic  orisii
But the coutinuows development of the
contradictions within American ecapital-
W 18 procecding ol such a paee that the
coming of the deepgoing erisis 49 waa-
voidably in the near future. The produc-
e erpaciiies in e bosie dndusivies
fitve far cwigrown the demestic market.
Tie growing cepitalist effensive ageinst
wiage aml woerking standavds is further
Faniting the domestie market . .. In spite
ef its tremendous powers, Amoericoi
copitalisth cannot golee Uy dumer com-
ivadictives o moanifesting themselves
ew i brooder basis”

With all due apologies to the new Par-
ty histcrian, M Duranty, we must em-
whasize that the abeve estimate was made
by us at least a vear and onc-half before
the ouibreak of the present severe econ-
omic erisis and before Comrade Stalin
a0 Molotov or any of thetr lesser lami-
parics said or wrote & word about it.

This analysis was approved br the
Communist Tnternational in a lstier o
ouar Central Commitice iminediately after
the 8 Plenum of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Comintern. This approval of
the Comintern sent to our Farty on April
13, 1928, sald In part as follows:

“The WWorkers Communist Farty of
Awmerden which hoas alrcady played the
leading role fa these struggles | . | has
s ws iy tiager fask {o wmobilize and to
organize the workery wader 11y banmes
ageiast the capitalist offensive end
ugrinal Hee veformist supportevs of eapi-
falism,——wemely the Admerican Federa-
ton of Lobor and the Secializt Porty.

“The instruction given by the CEC ...
crises logieally feom the earreet analysis
of the present economic end politienl
situation in the US4 comfeined in the
Felhruary Theses."”

Tursuing the same analysis and on the
basis of the program and international
resolutions which we helped to formu-
late, we zaid in the Theses prezented by
Comrades Gitlew and myself to the Cen-

tral Commitiee Flenum in December 14328
that:

“Fhe spokesnien- of Americon capital-
iswi hoast about the “nvieddility’ of Am-
ciican  prosperity. A whole series of
theories are being put forwend to Cex-
platn’ the ‘miracilows séorel’ of Amer-
deun capitalizm . . . The crisis which
would put ot leust a temporery end to
American prosperity has olready been
due for quite o long period.  But {i has
been delaiyed, though by wo means pre-

vented as apelogists of imperiatism main-

tain, It iz necessary to give oh account
of {he reasons for this delay.” ]

Once more, in the report of the Central
Committes to the & Party Convencion, a
report which was fully endorsed by the
delegation of the Comintern to our con-
vention, Comrades Dengel and Pollit, and
averwhelmingly adopted by the conven-
tion, (March 7, 1929) T emphasized:

“A erfsis, o deep going erisis, which
thaough it may not yel be the final bagic
erisis of Awmerean tmperialism, s long
grerdue.  Any orisis which vecurs today
in the Iaited States cannet be viewed oy
o normal or so-enlled cyelical orisis of
American eapitalism, becouse of the in-
terpational situation. The fntensified de-
velopment of the produciive forces iu
the Spuih have temporerily drawi in cer-
tatn capital, Incrcased trade with Eu-
rope and Latin Americe have served as
so-culled safety valves in deloying the
erisiz, We heve elements of orisis not
only continwing fo. develop parallel with
the inercasing productive forces, but be-
cnuse of Lhis very increase of produetive
forees.

w0 And all this speculation on the
stock market, and all these Drokery” loans
—_they ore met a sign of prosperTity.
These grow out of the surplus of eapitzl
in the cousiry. Quile fhe contrary, this
terrible speculation is the very proof of
decpening, serious eoutradictions deval-
epiag in the praductive processes of thiz

country . which drews copital in such
great volumes towards the stock-market,
It shows the impossibility of industry
wrofita by’ absorbing the available capi-
tal ...

*o L Superficially, lhis moy appear
to be a windfall of prosperity. Actually
it 45 the signal of a storm thot will bring
devastation in its twake once it beging to
sweep the couniry. :
““iThe present ‘prosperity’ dtself creates
the very factors which are bound to pre-
cipitate a deepgaing economic crisis. The
wild stoek cxchange speculation with ita
huge extonsion of evedit; the "siek’ in-
dustries like coal, fextile and . oil; the
very eaxtenston af instalment buying
which 14 such an important foctor of the
‘prosperity’ of today; the very industrial-
frution of the South is proving o power-
ful competing factor; the growing dis-
proportion between production and con-
sumption which is part of the general
anarchy and the general disproporiion be-
tiween the various branches of capitalist
produstion; the growing gap between in-
dustry and ogriculture; the increasing
conswmption limitations of the masses;
the increasing foreign compelition—iRese
are but some of the germinaling ele-
wmants of crisiz fa United Stotes copital-
ist ecopomy.”

It is especially interesting to note in
this regard that at the wvery time
when our Central Committee was mak-
ing the above analysis of the sharpening
contradictions of United States imperial-
ism, the Open Leiter of the Executive
Cowmniitter of the Comintern to our 8
National Convention, in estimating Am-
erican imperialism, spoke of “fhe ewer-
growing  economic power and ever-in-
creasing importance of American {m-
porialism on Hhe world arera.”
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We have provided encugh evidence
here to show whether indeed Stalin was
“the oply Communist” to foresee the
Awmeriean crisis and whether indeed we
“hid the crisis” from the Comintern, In
the mext ariiele we will examine the
cstimate made by us and the estimate
made by the new regime in the Party
and the Comintern of the present econ-
omie crisis in the TUS8A. ’

™

The New Workers School

Valuable Courses Given by Lovestone, Wolfe, Others

The New Workers School, announces
it fall opening for the flrst week in
October with an sttractive Iist of courses
which should be of intcrest 1o all work-
ing men and women, The instractors
inelude Jay Lovestone, 1. Benjamin, Will
Herberg, Herbert Zam, Jim Cerk, Joe
Spears, M. Weber, and Bert Wolfe.

Jay Lovesiene will give a series of
popular leetures entitled, *The Class War
Today” on Sunday evenings at & p. n.
The lecture seriex will analyze history in
the making as it oceurs fromn week io
woek., Lovestone will take up each Sun-
day the mwst impertant event of the pre-
ceding week, events such as the “disarm-
ament” conferences, the Fish Committee,
developments in China and I[ndia, the
Congressional eleetions, ete. '

The kevstone of the study courses is a
course in “The Fundamentals of Com-
munism” by 1. Benjamin whose previous
courses in the same subject have always
been highly popular. Special pbases of
soejal sctenge for more advanced sto-
dents are the courses in “The Irogram
of the Communist International™ hy
Herbert Zam, in Marxism-leninism by
Will Herberg, aud in “Blarxian Philosc-
phy” by Hert Waolfe. To acnuaint work-
ers with the real nature of American
history and institutions the school-offers
a course in “Eeonomie-Palitieal History
of the United States” with Jim Cork as
instructor.  The Fnglish Depariment
under the direction of M. Weber will
offer both elementary and advanced Eng-
lisli courses. The former, inlended os-
pecially for foreign-bhorn waorkers, will
be taught by Joo Speare.  Additional
ecourses on various subjects related to the
general aim of the school (“training for
the eclazs strugele”) will be given as
regisiration warrants.

The MNew Workere’ School was founded
by the Majority Group of the Commua-

nist Party for the purpese of continuing
the work so suesessfully undertaken by
the old Workers School of New York,
which thanks to the wrong line at pres-
ent prevailing in the Party, is revising
and faisifyving Leninism and -hence no
longer zerving the purposes for which it
ie founded. The New Workers' School
is now in itz second year, having been
launched lzst year under the namp of
Marx-Lenin School. In spite of. the
waotrd “New™ in its name it i1s not new
gither in management, traditions, ajms,
teachers of courses. Lvery one-of itz
teachers was formerly a2 leading teacher
of the old Workers School and its -ad-
iminigstrative staff consisls of Bertram D,
Walfe, Ditector; I3, Benjamnin, Assistant
Director and 3. W. Levich, Secretary—
the same administrative staff which built
up and directed the old Workers School
and made it the outstanding foree in the
movement for Workers Education in the
United States. The word “New", how-
ever, is put into the name of the New
Workers School to aveid confusion with
the Workers Sehool which has now aban
doned Marxism-Leninism as a basis fo
its teachings and zubstituted the present
revision and falsification of those scien-
tific prineiptes. The New Workers School
is at preseni loecated at 37 Fast 28th
Brreet, &th Floor, but is seeking larger
hoadguarters.
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