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The Paterson Strike and the Communists

It is still oo carly to evaluate the
fubl significance of the stnike o1 seven
thevsand textile workers in Faterson,

The struggle, now entering its sixth
week, had extraordinary  Luportance
Because of the special conditipns un-
der which 10 a5 being fought. Today,
we are in the midst of the moest severe
and far-reaching econowic crisis Uhe
United States has yoet expericnced. At
this writing, the wige-entting drive of
the employers iy assuming such thi-
nrewsions as to wake it, 1o oevery likli-
hood, the most d;mguruus assanlt on
the stuudurds aud conditiens of the
workers it many years.  Vhe wige-
cuts ordercd by the Patovson textie
bosses are part and parcel of tie gen-
eral congerted ciinpiign of wage-re-
ductions  instiluted by the  bosses
theuout the covntry,
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Potentialities of the Strike

If we can build ae cficclive aass
strugele Liere, iF we can rilly pgeneral
lubor support for the textile strikers,
thea o determingd, successiul lght in
Parerson can becomny the ficst battle
i i g&,nud! cattpaign of resistince of
labor ,,Q_tunﬂ Lhe present conntry-wide
attacls of the capilalists and  their
povernment on the working class, 1t
15 cutively possilde so (o deveiop the
Patersou strike as Lo lueve it play the
vole in this erisis that the heroic and
victorious  struggles of dhe  testile
workers played fn the 19210 crisis,. We
st ropead 1he Listory of ten years
ago when the lextile workers o the
Pawtueket  and  Blckstone  Valleys
and in Lawrence, thru the very Lleoo-
city and dleterniination of their stroyg-
gle, ndministered the fest lnportant

setbaek o the bosses i their anti-
labor drive.
Wit has happened so [ar? QU iy

of no mean importance that the AL
of L. Excewtive Couucil was foreed
1o hold off {for the prescut) denoune-
i this steike,  The wass rt.bpoukt
to the swile call of the AL 10 L.
atnadgaated nuions has been bLILh a5
le compel s coterie of reacliovary
fulior burocrats even io give the steike
a sort of hall-hearted cudorscueent.
o doubt, the despornte plight fuig
whicly  the  ¢ntire  Ataerican  teado
uieion novewsent iy day by duy being
driven fucrther and further causcd the
Executive Councit of the &, 1 of 1.
to muadee this endorsement
fiest of s kind since the ustorious
Hoover-Green “No-Strike Puact”, This
is the first strile of suy nmportange
waged by the A, I, ol L. wuions in
oy months  which Green lLias ot
least oulwardly and tewporacily oot
denounced and o which he s even
pledged support.

[ty [orlanate 1hat suclh a coming
o grips with the cmploying chiss
shionld cowme o Paterson, so rch o
stlendid lubor teaditions, 9 renowted
for wilitunt working class resistanee
tor cxpilahst cxplodation and tyrunoy.
The young workers i the present
strapggle will vertainly live up to the
imspivitg working clasy truchitions ot
their brothers,  fellow-warkers sl
voiurades 1en, iflecn and more yeurs
HEO.
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Chaos and the Left Wing

There was o time in the leit wing
mervenneit when what bas happeoned
in laterson to dule would have Leen
bhailed as preal progress. Let s say
i 1921 dueing the textile steiles, 1
wo had then Bad smalgation of sow
unions,  thousands ot workers had
pout out on sirike, i militant picket
demonstratien and nass parades e
been orgiunised among Lhe workers o
the  Amncrican Federation of Luabor
umans, how mueh prase would have
been showered on sucl wilitaney by
L lelt wing woveinent!

There can be no better and more
powerful proct of the degeneration
and disruption of the leit wing move-
ruent doday than the fact that so in-
fluentixl a scetion of it as the official

Comunumst Farty  and  the Trade
Union Unity League, has done noth-
g else bub denounce and resent sucl
splendid [ovward steps ol thousands
of textile workurs in Paterson,

We are conbdent thut the great
mass of workers i Palerson, texiile
workers and other workers, will uu
decstand this reaction of the 10 UL
as one of coufusion, misleadership aned
seli-deception, We can only say to
the UL L, that tnerely styling one-
seif  “fleft,”  welling  revolononary
phrases, or slinging mud dovs not
male one o left winger, It is militant
acticm against the bosses and not
noise and abuse against striking work-
ers that makes cne a left winger.

It is in tlus sirike that the sectarian
tactics of the Marty’s new loude unioo
line are appearing in full bloow, even
more clearly than i previous strup-
gies in other ficlds,  Ilence, for us
there 15 a real opporiuniy at haod
here. It took us years to wipe out
1 certain maladorows reputation with
which Conununists lad been afflicted
in the trade wnion moveoment—the
reputation of being irresponsibile gued
disruptive. It tool us years o build
up cenfidence gnonest an apprecialle
nwinber of workees, particularly in
the trade unien movement, to the of-
fect that Coauuunists arc coustruc-
tive, responsible, are builders and nol
destroyers of labor organizations.

Inthis striko, as fnoall strageles o
whiclh the Cemmunist  Darty  and
Trade Union Urity League have par-
ticipated within ihe last two years, the
worliers bave boen given every reason
to conchicde that the Cominists now
pursie  an drresponsible,  destructive
line:  DBut with our groun, so deeply
involved in the Paterson strike, apenly

by Jay Lovestone

every aetivmty and strugpgle of the
strikers, we lave the chance of show.
ing the workers, iu pructice, in every-
day worl, whal the vasguard ol the
working class really as,

W have a chianee to show that the
vanguanrd of the warking class s not
a4 cablection of self~uppointed ludivi-
dusls who believe-or call thewnselves
“saviors of the working class,” but
iz an organizylion of those worlwers
who actively shiow in devotion, in sac-
rifice, in example, I coming forward
on the picket lines, o strike comrait-
tees, that they are worthy of confi-
dence and leadership,
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Communists and Communists

Too this steile we have un oppor-
tunity to show wo the great masses of
workers that there are Counnunists
and Cownmunisks, that there are Cown-
sty with false tactics and Cowe
i ists witl correet wactics, By emer-
getic carrying out of our trade union
policy we cai fitke iL clear to thou-
suuds of workers what 1l Comntinst
wmeverinent really stands and fights for

Iu the PPaterson strike we have
reaclod what iz so {ar the wost adl
vanced stage of our slruggle with the
Party burocriacy over theie sectaselan
tiectical line. [Fiest, we had to ulilice
{us we still sty cvery oppoctuanity
to differentiate ourselves from ultra-
leftisie, oo clarily e issues i the
Party ranks, primarily theo discus-
sign,  Dron this we advanced te the
stripihe b the mass organizations [ov
the adoption of cprrect policies, for
the vejection of wltra-left policies by
those mus: organications. Now we
are in a positicn where we can, thru
experience, in action, convince great
masses of workers of the correctness
of our policies on the Leld of actual
struggle against the exploiters, Flerc
we appear not only nogatively bt
positively  awd concretely.  Flure we
bave a chauce to deal crushing blows

to sectavianisng oo adventorism, 1o
union sphtting,  [o this fushion we
cun wint the sepport of Conunuuist

Farty mwembers and sympathizers, and

can mterest aned win fer Cominunisia
andl our Conutnunist  position  gread
pesses of workers. Lhal accour!s
for the discuptive, desperate  and

reciless ueethods of the official Party

burocracy i ivg strogole agmiust us in

Putersou. It is in Paterson that the

Barty leadership has reached the low.

pst level in its entire fight against us.
L L] Ll

Our Tasks

Wihat ace the tasks of our group 1o
the strilte?  Fose of all, this s nee
# strike for Communism or the prole-
taciun  dickatorship. Nor s this o
strilee for (he I LL.UL program which
advocales the proletarian dictatorship.
The LPaterson strugpele s an elemen-
tary  slrike, defensive  in

yedars.

charactes, -

What About Paterson!

against  wage-cuts  and for  decen
working conditions, The struggle 15
Leing waged eon the broadest basis:
that any Paterson strike has had e
This s pacticularly unportant
becatse it comes ab a time when prac-
ticaully the entire lubor moyvement- 15
paratyzed and disenited.

As Comrnunisls we have soine sioe-
ple jobs ligre.  We muse Apht actively
and in the spirit of grear seli-sacrifice
for the demands of the stolkers, [or
the interests of the workers, for the
building of the union,  Cur mewbers
should set the cxatnple to all workers
by being in the froot ranks of all
picketing and 1pass demonstrations.
Nothing should be left undoene by our
organization tu arouse the seutiueont

and support of all worlkers [or the
LPaterson textile strilie.  We must go
nut of our way lo counteract the
crippling eftect of any hesitaney, va-
cillation and conlusion whiclh  may
creep  into the ranks ol the strile
leadership.  Our coamrades and swp-

pariers should combat suel manifest-
ations oot with osults and aliose, as
the official Conuanuuist Party leader-
ship does, but exther o o gritical, pos-
itive and constructive tanner always
indicating specifically what should be
done as well as what should nct be
done. Wro cannot work hard enough
Lo infuse milidancy and fghting spivit
i the strikecs runks,

I the eampaign for velie] we must
leave no resourses untouched.  We
st be eureful to avoid the costly
wistalke of the ultrasleft  sectarians
dowinating e Natioual  Textile
Warkers Unlon. who Lave treasform- |
ed Wi whole strugple fnlo oue  of.
clucituble reifel.  The relief maehi-
very 1% g suppleoientacy,  avsaliacy
o binery, s 4 ioportant seclion of
the Gelring fvont of the textile sieik-
[48 -

It iz thru sueh constructive actions
thit wo can strengiben the lines of
the steikers, that we can hielp buibd &
mass union, that we can lay the basis
tor doveloping a powerinl leit wing
group in the rsuks of the workers.
This s the best guarantee for a full
vigtary of the \‘.I’Jli\.l.lh_

Theu popularization of the corvect
Comnnnnist  lacties, thort acquainting
tliousands of workers with what we,
as Clonueunists, stand for, the- Cowe-
munist Farty (Majorily Group) can
conee cut of this strike oot only with
eiliwneed vprestige but also witl the
knowledpre that It has served as an
inspicing, unifying and driving foree
ur one of the most mportaet stoup-
gles of the Awerican labor movenien

The comrades mmse rally full faree
to the support of the Paterson strik-
ers 5o Ut 1he strike will turn out to
be a wiclory ot only for the textile
workers but for the entite working
class, now i ils most critical position
ELYRRS AR PR U R G T o

THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN INDIA

by 8. K.

Vidyarthi

{(Continued from FPoge 3)
Comwtnists s the conddion sine gua
won,  Completely  outmunouvered,  the
Comneunists plunned o couvene o ses-
sipn of the Trade Union Congress. This
would have completed their isolation and
handed the wovenent buck compleeely o
the reformists.  Bue the Trude Urion
Congress could not weet, for the simple
regson that it existed only in nawe, have
ing practically no boos e union al-
Iliates,
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The Communist Opposition Begins
Work

At this juncture, a new factor assert-
vd dtself in the movement. It has singe
sucgeeded in checking the offunsive of
the reformists, in re-establishing Commu-
nist influence in the trude union move-
ment, and in laying the foundution [or a
united  Trade Union Gongress oo the
platform of class strugele. The new
factor represents the Cononunists wlo e
ject the bankrupt ultra-elt sectarianism
and make for o functioning Conuwunist
Farty so urgently needed in the present
situation of 2 maturing  revolutionary
ceisis,  The rising wovement is for the
present known as the “Roy Group™ jn
cantradistinction to the decinated sect of
the ultrirleft adventurers.

Already a year ago our group took up
the reconsttuction of the Buombay Red
Flag Uinion, from the leadership of whicl
the oficial Communists had been driven
gsut by the warkers themselves.  In the
course of ;L,fcw nonths the union some-
whit recovered its position. In the name
of the resurrected Red Flap Union, owy
proup captured the initintive in the cam-
paign for trade union unity. In a mani-
fusta, the desire for unity expressed from
various sides wuas supported but it wus
pointed out that vaity would never be ren-
lized so lonp as it reosined a1 vague cen-
ception, A conerete phacform of undty
wits [urmulated,  The manifeste, main-
taiued that unity was possible on the re-
jection of ught reformism and lelt -sec-
taciuizin, Maviog hid down the prin-
cinle ethar the rrade union i3 an ovgan
of class strugele and as such can never
hove (or (s objcet the reconciliation of
capltal and labor, the platform contuined o
detatled prosram of Immediate action. Im-

medinte  demands of the workers were
clearly formuluted. A ceaseless militant
strupile for enforcing  these  deands

was malntained to be the function of the

trade waivn., The platform disapproved
of sending delemates to Geneve ar of afls
{itlativn with Awmsterdam.  Finally the

and energetically coming forward “(suppestion was wade that the propused

sessionn of the Trade Union Congress
should be postponed, pending an ence-
petic campaign for unity.  Nine unlons
of Bumbuy insan.]y endotsed  the 1:|12L1.'-
form of unity, A comottes wis set up
to conduct the cempaign,  Feeling thew-
selves in hopeless minority, the offi-
viad "Cornraunists quietly dropped the plas
G culling the T'eade Union Congress and
dechired  thue relentless war upon the
“"Roy Croup' was “the supreme revola
tionary task of the swoment,”” They did
g0 abuut shis  Tsuprente  revelutionary
task” (o right carnest.  Por “destroying
thuese enenies of the 0 17 they were
ready o use any wesns ncluding deaua
ciativn tu the police, which they aclually
did, and did not make a secrer of it! Suill
the rse of our group could not be stop-
ped even by the discrediting of the
“royul followers of the G L™ The “rene
pades’ are destined to save Conununism
i India as well as 6 wther countries, n
spite of the 100% loyalites, “The eac
mics of the C0 1" will re-establish che
prestipe of the C. 1.

(continued in the nert issus)
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