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A Red Dagger At the Heart of French Imperialism

Communism in Alsace

by Jay

“Plogse take me to 56 Rue Jucgues Keble', T told
the taxi-driver in my best Frech, as [ reached the rail-
roadl station upen my arrival in the eity of Strasburg,
capital of Alsace-Larraine, “No. You meun Slemwali-
strusce DG, hendquurters of the Conenunists of Stras-
{nirg eonned editorint of fice of *Die Newe TWell!, oir fight-
frrgr prper,” answered the taxi-driver in his besi Alsa-
tian Gerinan dialeet.

In this exchange of a few words we have a graphic
picture of the slorm-centre Alsace-Lorraine is today—
a3 it hus been for eenturies. But in the fow words
of the chauffour we also see the new foree which hus
comic into the wreng of imperialist combat—Ehe rising
power ol Communism,
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A SMALL PLACE—A BIG 5CHOOL
Alsace-Lorraine is o smaull place. But for the work-
ers of the world it is a big scheol. We can all learn
gk learn o lot from ibe role that this stvip of terri-
bory with but 5,006 zquare niles—sonwsvhat farger
than Conqecticut—and about 2,000,000 people has play-
ed in the history of Europe, And now we can all lenin
from the position and experience of the Communists
in this provinee whicl is virtwally in a state of semi-
martial law, under the iron heel of French imperial-
ism.  The graat mineral wealth, the bountitul agricul-
tural resources, the steategic military position, all have
gone into waking this lard o home of Woody conten-
tien hetween the profit-hungry French aml German
buperialists.  But teday, there is o new foree on the
seene, & revolutionary force which will play the deci-
sive role in Lhe final sottlement, and finally in the
renuing liberation of this war-torn country—the works
ingcluss and povr peasantry fed by the Communist
Party (Opposition) of Alswee-Lovraine,

miditary detnination en the European contivent.

e Charles Flueber, leader of the Coimmunts
Comrade Charles Flucher, leadvr of the Commintst
Darty of Alsace, which s aiiiated o the Internatiot-
al Communist Opposition,

Theve i= o vely Lense almosphers in Alsaee-Lotraine
Tt I especially noticenble in the big cities of Adsuoe,
Strashure, Colmar, Mulhawsen, The French bonrgesisie
are working overtiime to “win® Alsuce, ws they have
won the war,  French buwericlisn abways speaks of
Algaee-Lorraine as “the liberated provinees”, “reinte-
grated into the French “fatherland by the Versailles
kreaty.” This is enpty talk. In the eves and hearts ul
the masses Alsace-Lorraine is very [ae from being inte-
prated inte the sphere of Irench noperialist cultura
und polities—even less than it way in lhe Goerman
Empire. No one knows this better than the Trench
Army Generad Staft whicl realizes the erucial import-
ance of Alssee-Lopraine in the “D'reneh system” of
Dreg-
perate wnd ruthless is the French adminigtration of
the reguined provinees in the untiring ¢lforts of lhe
Quay d'Ovsal to win wnd hoeld the provinces,

Under such  eriticul conditions the magnificent
strength of the Communist Party {(Opposition) as
ghown, for instunes, in the election vietory of the Cotn-
munists in Strasburg, o city of about 200,000, is a
thorn in the side of Froech impevialism, a ved dag-
ger at the heart of French imperialist plans.

Trance malntains ten to twelve thousand troops in
the “liberated” provinees lo keep them free.. Stras-
burg itself is “host” te about eight thousand made up
of pensant Loys frow the MY, from the raral see-
tions of Seuthern France, long a stronghold of capi-
ialist remetion. e Poinearcs, Tavdious, and Hon
couts, the "Comite des Forges™ will take no chabee with
other troops in Alsace. Day and night Freach mili-

T {ury engincers, with an arnny of zeleet IPrench and

other workers—-but ne Alsatians—are working on eon-
structing the mightiest mililavy fortifications in the
world, The vast streteh of conorete and stecl electri-
ficalion that I have seen o the new ramparts are the
last word in modern military defenze.
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FRENCH “DEMOCRACY” AT WORK
The Freach capitalists rule thru a strongly central-
ired governinent apparitus, with power {ar mere con-
contraled 1han under the Geeman felerative system.
Tlenee, for this vewson, in addition to military reasong,

"Freoeh imperialisa is taking away rights from the

Alsuting municipalitics where the Communists in blog
with the fighting autonoemists are espectally powerful.
Thus, the taxes poid o fo the Prefeelore appointed by
the DParis Lankers and it s the militury prefecture
which has veto power over the municipal Tudeels vot-
el by the city councils. The various eily police forves,
while pail from the tax funds colleeted in the cities,

“are steielly under the eontrol of the military prefecture
“and not in the least subjoct to the mayers sr omuniei-

pal councils. Paris has even deerced that all govern-
ment buildings must fly the French tri-color, This is
aimed especially af cur comrades who have time and
arain dromatized their loyalty to the red flag of in-
ternational working eluss solidarity by raising it over
the government buldings over which they have won

Lovestone

control (City Hall in Strasburg, cte.).

With every conccivable deviee and every ounce of
energy French imperialisin is working to root out all
remnants of Germar influence and Imprint ldelibly
the French stamp on the country. In the clementury
sehool unly Brench is twoeght and German is proiibit-
ed.  the childrven's parents speak only their native
German dialect and don’t know u woard of French.
Here we have lots of burning rvesentinent cngeidered.
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THE PRICE OF CAPITALIST “LIBERATION”

Until our comrades foreed (he issue, the wmunicipal
theatre counld perform plays only in Freach.  [n ils

French Imperialist Troops in Strashwrg

vandulism, the French ecapitalist cornguerers destroy-
ed German paintings in the Strasburg City Hall and
tore dowin the hewutiful railread square in the Al
satian capital and transformed It inte a bavren, dis-
maf military parade ground. The charming founiain
at “La Place Hroglie”, Luilt by the Germans, has been
replaced with heavy conevete and asphalt for the sume
reasong.  To add eulture and beauty, there has been
placed om the walls of the magnificeni City Hall of
Strasburg a hideous brenze tablet bewring (he “grect-
ings” of the City of Milwaukes (largely Goerman pupu-
lation} to the Alsatians and congratulating them on
thoir newly-won “freedom')

But the Frenel imperialist “liberators™ go even fur
ther, They o out of the way to fuisl vpprossive takes
o the Alsatians und to reb them of rights they had
gained thru decades of the heaviest saerifices.  For
examiple, individuals with annanl  Ineeines of  S000
(16,000 frapee) puy per vewr in the Frencl eity of
Lpival a lax ol 189 Tranes, Kaney 207 francs Lul in
the Alsatian eities ol Colmur 328, Strashurg 853 and
Mulbousen 895 franes.  Prefly cxpensive freedomt

Befare the Versailles Treaty, there was much sym-
palhy for IPrance in many sections of the Alsatian
pupulation. Today thiz iz gone. Alsace-Lorraine now
Erows that the Frencl imperialist “demociatie” bayvo-
net is no better thao the Guoman “ealtured” hnperial-
st subre,  Today, the pre-French sympalhies of pre-
war days are being transformed  iwto vielent anti-
Fronell feelings,  The Alsace-Lorenine question Is fur
Trgm settled,  Alsace-Loreadne has vet (o be liberated!
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COMMURNISM IN ALSACE

The Communist Parly bas alwavs beon o ypowerful
Forea in Alsace. Just as the Socialist Purty in Alsaoc
in renlly the most cager expenent of Frencll impurial-
st intloence iu the “Eleraled provinees™, so have the
Cotmunists been the Lanner-beavers and recopnized
jenders o the Alsulinn workers and peasant sasses
in the economie and naliopsl struggle apainst French
imperialism, The bloe of the Communists and the
militant pational-gutonemists has won the support of
the decisive seetions of tlw telling pepulation in Alsuec,
The rvepeated clection viefories of the snti-lmperialist
blog, under the leadership of the Cownuunists, is o di-
et evidence of this, Cowmeade Hucher ,one of the vut-
standing Alsntinn Communisty, whose father was
Communard z#nd who himself fought side by side with
Kol Liebkueeht and Rosa Luxemdburg against the im-
perialist watr, is ayvor of Strasburg; other Connnuen-
sty oeeupy lnportant positions in Straslurg and other
municipalities.
and olher labor organizations, the influence of the Com-
nulndsts (s very great.

The ultealeft course of the Communist International
expressed itself in a grossly sectarvian line on the na-
lipeal question in Alsace: the Insistenee upon’ “Soviet
Alsaee” as (he immediale and onby slogan and the
demand for a break with the autvnomists. The cittive
Purty organization in Alsace resisted this suleidal
course and as a result it owas Mexpelled” as oo body
by the burcerats in Puris!  The Cobnmurnist Pacly of
Alsaee Iimmediately took up the struggic of the Interna-
tivnal Communist Opposition, of which it is one of the
Dest seclions Leday.

In the coniing hmperialist war, the workers of the
United Stutus, can look with confidence and hope to our
colnrades 1n Alsace-Lorvalne, to our cofitrades 1 arms
in these “liberated” provinees which will play such an
irnportant role in the bapending boaperialist world con-
Clagraiion. In this battleficld of confuvics there is now
a mighty arm for peace, the militant werliligelass, with
a red dagger at the heart of Froonch inmperishism-—
the prowing Comnenist movement of Alsace-Lorlatne.
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