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Great Britain in the World Crisis

An Empire in Its Death Throes|

by Jay Lovestone

T would be worst of
I folly to think that
British imperialism is
already down and out,
merely beeause it has
lost its dominant workd
pusition to the United
Dtates. 1t will  tuke
mory lhan one major
digaster to szend the
still-powerful  British
ruling  class  to the
serap heap of histery, Britain, as an imperialist ew-
pire, is in its death throes, but it i far from (!_eud yet.
70 will take some time before its grave, now being dug,
will be filled with its ruins.
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ENGLAND IN DISTRESS

s0peat Dritain is now in the deepest ceonomic abiyss
in living memory. I have ncver Known trude 1o be
o bad as duving the past few months,” said Lord Ingh-
cupe, preat shipping magnate, the other day. A
glimpse at British trade stutisties is enough to show
that the Lord s telling the truth this time. The Board
of Trade stutistics show that i 1958 the velume of
Great Dritain's overseas trade was much lower than
in 1924, Allowing for the fall in prices, the value of
world exports incroased over 304 while the proporiion
of the United Hingdom hus mavkedly declined.

Engiand, proud home of the ludustrial  Hevelu-
tion, is today suffering considerably from inadequate
machinery and organization of industry, But improve-
ment in this direction is ne hepe. We need but turn
to the United States amd Germany where the present
erisiz grows out of and was actually precipitated by
the huge development of technique, machinery wnd
mass productien. The Ameriean and the Gerwan ecap-
italists are hopeless before the problem of finding
work and wages for the preat mass of workers. But
the British exploiters are still helpless before the pro-
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blem of first getting adeguate mwehinery and thon
woreyirng bow it should be vsed and about the dis-
einploynent resulting -from machinery displacing lihor.

The erisis of British capitatist ceonomy is rooted in
the changed world situation after the war. Great Brit-
ain fought Germasty for primacy in the world market
and lost her supremacy lo Amwerviean imperialism in-
stead. ‘Thus, today, Foagland, onee ihe world’s bunkey,
manulaciurer, and shopkeeper, iz in aeute diffieultics
over the problem of gold reserve rouwdjustinents, the
question of war debts, and over wn ever-worsening in-
dustrind und trade position. .

The world price collapse has hit Britain especiully
hard—22¢; from 1924 to September 1929 and headlong
downward sinee. Tor this there are two reasons. icsk
of nll, the huge international debt flowing from the
war, Seeondly, the Hritish industrial crgunization is
inelastic and, in comparisen with sach eompetitors as
the United States and Germauny, is lechnically back-
ward, Thus, 1980 saw a record number of bankrupteies
in Great Britaln—B000,

Here we have the cancerous curse of unemployment.
Mass wnemployment is not enly chronie bot it is
constantly growing. In the Christmas—New Year's
week the Jobless armw rose by 234,736, Since the
Labor Party took office unemployment has mere than

.doubled. The weckly increase in this period i=s about

20,000, At this moment the totel nwwber of jobless
workers is admitted to be 2,648,127 Thizs is the worst in
the history of Tngland and compaies with 2,580,429,
the previcus peak reached in the 18921 erisis, To ward
off itinnediate starvation, the workers are granted a
pittance of §$7.30 a week for a family of four. The
‘annual total cost of this miserable assistanece is con-
stantly rising and has alveady passed 2520 million—
or about four times the wearly Tritish war cdebt pay-
ments to the United States. And this despite the fact
that 0o bencfits are veccived by a worker during lhe
first six weeks of wpemplovment, the “waiting period”.
* % %

THE ONSLAUGHT AGAINST THE WORKERS

Worsted in the world mavket and faed with grow-
ing revolts in India, Bgypt, atd Palestine, British im-
perialiszm has intensified its attacks on the workers at
home. Mountainous waves of wape culs are engulfing
the teiling masses in the British luleg, Fven the puthor-

itative and restrained London Keowomist insists on a
minimum 10g: wage cut azil-vound. The miners, the
weavers, the textile workers are among those who have
already suffered worst. 600,000 railroad workers are
now facing a severe cut and the aholition of the guar-
anteed day and weck work which they won 1ln the
hervic strugpgles of 1919-1920. 800,000 builders are in
the same boai, 200,000 workers were recently locked
out in the Luncashive mills, Everywhere the exploiters
are desperately trying to rob the workers of eondi-
tions won thru years of bitter and eostly strugple.

The main engine of the Dbosses” onslaupht against
the workers is the government—itioduy, a so-called
Labor Governmeut. When 150,000 Welsh coal diggers
rebelled, it was the MacDonald governiment which
pulled the chestnuts out of the fire for the employers
gnd cleverly put over a wage cut. The Coal Mines
Act is no longer to run in South Wales and the pro-
teetion of wage guaranieed by the Act is ended.

Of course the most miserable fiaseo of the Mac-

Donald government is in its bankruptey in the unem-

ployment Tield. Not enly has unemployment been in-
ereasing by leaps and Lounds since May 1928, the ad-
vent of the Labor Party Government, but tiw Une

ployment Insurance Aet has been so vevised uz to
deprive over 300,000 jobless of benefits. Teday, the

LIB. and LAB.-LIB.

Lublic Assistanee Commitiee, is working overtime to

cut down relicl wnd to impose task work on the unem-
ployed. All of Snuwden's geonomies are at the expmense
of the workers. Next to uncmploymeot, the Labor
Party, Lefore its election vietory, bragged moest about
what it would do to repeal the Conservative Party’s
Pracde Dispute Bill er antisirike law. The new Lili
pushed thea by MacDonald i3 animportant and eonfuy-
ing. And the Liberals ave sure that it will be mauled
wid vompletely eastrated in the eommittee,

In its {oveign policy, the Labor Governinent has been
us stuidy a champion of the ruling class as at home.
Herc, however, it has been more swecessful in eamou-
Claging its mailed tist. Take the recent Round Table
Conlerenee on India. Under cover of looge tulk about
fricndship and freedom for India, MacDouald hus
artanged satisfactory “safepunrds” for British linper-
ialism, The Viceroy iz to contrel defense, finances,
foveign relations “ag well as emergeney powers to in-
sure the trauguility of the Btute’” Egyvpt, Palestine,
Bouth Africa, Ausiralia, Furope, the Naval Genler-
ence, all toll the sume story of the tiveless efforts of
the MacDonalds, the Hendersons, the Suowdens in be-
halt of the British LEmpive reared and buile on the
blood and misery of the working and colonial masses.

* L3 A
THE OUTLOOK

The Labor Party is still in powdér only because the
Liberals are not yveb ready For a new clection and the
Congervatives are et yet finished sharpening their
linives against the workers. The Liberuls have been
seting ag a sort of a lightning rod for Tory thunder-
bolts, The Labor Puarty as the spokesman of British
imperialism today iz & syinbel of the decline of this
once  world's mighliest capitalist empire. Actually,
MaeDonald is carrying out an anemic Liberal policy—
the price for being kept in office.

But, of eourse, the majority of the working elass
does not see thiz yet. Then, the policles of the oflicial
Communist Party which have reduced its membership
o LHIO-1500 at the oubside, are playing into the hands
of the Maclonalids and Hewdersons, The crop of now
revelutionavy anions in England presenls an even more
pitiful picture than in the United States. The once-
powerful Minority Mevement is paralyzed and s a very
faint shadow of its former self. This under conditions
where the Sovict Union and Comununizm are drawing
more attention and interest and are more popular than
in many a yewr in the ranks of British labor!

In its period of decline, cspecially because it is so
hard hit in the present world economic crisis, Bnpland
is soon to enter a period of great and sharp class
struggles. The recent strike of 92,000 Scoteh miuers,
150,000 Welsh miners, and 20,000 weavers in Burnley
are guly pelly ¥ipples compared with the strike wave
that is now  being prepaved—prinarily by the
critical conditions themselves. In their first stage the
new struggles will be defensive. Theve ave good chanees
of the railvend workers and builders firing the open-
ing gun of werking.clasy, resistance to the present
capitalist offensive. Onee the elass war breaks aut on a
wide front in England, we ean Iook forward to power-
ful hammer blows being struck against the Dritish
exploiters,

Decisive days are approaching in England, Deep-
geing polilical changes are in the making, For us whe
are fighling apainst that monstroys imperialism which
has taken the place of Great Britain, the epiing evants
in England will Le of extravrdinary significance.

e iy R R S Y

—_—— e

B by e S P R P ol P b pm e b

™~

L]

Pl

] — qT. b=l emr — e s

Crm o = om. s W™ el

. .

—t P = e pm A

e L4 g fph g g e B et g




