Europe 1931

HUNGER AND WAR

by Jay Lovestone

From the very moment your boat dooks you are im-
pressed with the tragedy of capitalist Europe: Hunger
end Warf

It’s been years since things have heen so bed. The
plight of the masses defies deseription. The capitalist
econemic machine is out of pear at least as scrious-
v as al any time within ibe last ten years.

Every capitalist democracy, every Fascist dictator-
ghip, is in the clutches of the armed forees of the em-
ploving classes.  Tear of their proletariat, fear of
Lheir competitors—often but yesterday allies in war—
grips the ruling class and drives the exploilers to fov-
erish war preparalions. In France and Italy especial-
Iy sabre-rattling fills the air. The capitalists are not
sure of the present. They are even less sure of the fu-
ture. In fact, in all Europe, the great mass of the
people are living in the expectation that something
unexpected is going to happen. Very soon too! Alout
this “unexpected” everybody talks. Everyhody dreads
it. It's war. The decpgoing economic crisis and the
white-hot preparations for giant military  confliets
have wrapped Lumpo in an apprehensive and defensive
mood—in the most gripping anxiely wilhin eight vears.

On the mulkiplyving signs of workingelass resistanec,
only the red rays framn the land of Socialist construe-
tien, the Soviet Union, merce the dense poisonous fog
mwn]npmg Tlorape and show the light and ihe \-.ay out
of thia misery and degradation.
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HUNGER STALKS A CONTINENT

Thé present economie erisiz can be hest understoed
if measured wilh the yardstick of deendes. What has
happened in the last ten years? The year 1921 zaw
g eollapse of the post-war artificialities, of the first ro-
eanstruction and "normaley™ hooms, Soon, with the de-
feat of the workers’ hammer blows at the pates of
Warsaw, in the cities of Germany, in the metal fae
tories of Italy, in the poverty-stricken Balkans, the cap-
italists began te put their house in order on o more

“gtable” hasis, Be they thought because so they wished.
The edifices which their cconomic architects have been
putling up are now coming down, collapsing, Yester-
day's dreams of capitalist stabilization are today’s
nightmares of the cxploiters. The year 1831 marks the
colapse of some of the rosiest hopes of capitalist stab-
ility and efficiency—of “rationalized” eapitalism.

Of the more than twenty millions jobless in the
world today, Europe has at least twelve millions. But,
even this is not the worst. A miserable end is had
enough.  Rut misery withoul an end is much worse.
There seems to be no let-up in the deluge of jobless-
ness which is bringing untold suffering in its train.
Within two weeks of iny stay in Germany—in the
Christimas-New Year's holiday scasen—unemployment
increased at the rate of at least 200,000 a week, In
1330 the army of joliless almost doubled in Germany—
from about 2,326,000 at the end of 1929 to over 4,
500,000 on New Yrear's Eve 1031, Far England the sit-
wation is no better. Ynder ihe Labor gpovernment of -
Maclionald the army of no cccupalion has doubled in
the Brilish Isles. In Italy unemployment has heen
maunling in recent weeks at the rate of about 100,-
{8 a month.

No capitalist eountry is immune fvem this noralys-
ing germ. From the siallest to the higgest, from the
richesl to the poorest. Isihonia, Denmark, Swiizer-
land—all have the plague. Even 3=r'mc'e, which last
year was not yel sucked into the econemic maclstrom,
15 now gotting into the erisis and its slough of Ji}hleqr;—
ness head over heels, Official siatistics alveady indicale
seoras of thousands unemployed or only partly em-
played.  Comrade Naile of the ecily administration of
Red Clichy, a great industrial centar of the Paris re-
mion, tald me that therc are already at least 250,000
fully and partly unemployed workers in France--and
that things are going rapidly on the downgrade. More
and mere one hears in France this most embarrassing
question: “What witl happen tomorrow when things
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Fet worse ond we will kave to send out of the country,
back to Polund, Hwngary, and Dtaly, the hondreds of
thousands of werkers whom we only yesterday colled in
for work? No French bourgeols economist, juurnalist,
or stateman dares answer this guestion, .

Of course, in Europe the workers huve foreed, to a
limited, insufficient degroee, the ruling class to grant
gome socin! insurance. But this “relief” docsn't be-
gin to help. It’s anything but a solution, And beeanse
ol the generatly lower standard of living, because of
the worse poverty of the maszes, unemployment means
for cur Europesd brothers an even more dreadful
plight than .it, at the outset, means to us. I can ney-
er furget the rows and rows of beggars and their dogs,
in the busy shopping centres of Berlin, on Christmas
Ewve. It is impossible to lose the very painful impres-
siom of lines of beggars in the raillroad yards and
wharves of "prosperous”, “cultured" victorious France,
as you say goodbye to Bueepe. Men, women, children
—all in the army of jc.-b*lesi, h‘l[u:gry and miserable!

ALL FOR. WAR—WAR FOR ALL

The intolerable stress of the econormic erisis is a ter-
rific foree driving ruling class after ruling class intoe
ruthless attacks on the workers, into cconomlic policies
of fierce diserimination aguinst compebitors, into the
most cnervating war fever. Tho war is not yet on,
one already feels much of the atmosphere of the bar-
‘rucks. Evervthing is being bent toward war—a war
which will draw in everybody, a war without neutrals
and without limit to its hellish destruction.

The continent is strewn with the rotten-ripe fruits
of the Versailles Treaty, the whole infamous Versail-
e system, with its Treaties of 3t Germain, Sevres,

Mapma! It Doesn’t Hurt To Die a Hero's
Death, Does It?

—From ULK
with its Young Plan, and with its Peace of Riga. Capi-
talisrn wilh its ever-sharpening inhevent contradictions
and antagonizms, makes impossible any resl scearity,
from war or hunger . for the great masses of the peo-
e, Indeed, the first principle of overy capitalist
statesman js: Fraev . eonferenees wnd peaes tregbics
without sword are useless !

There may be sve military logic to seme of the
new frontiers, with which their complivated and burden-
some  tariff  repulation  only  serve to deepen
the economie confliets. Crealed to “welve™ some of the
pre-war contradictions of capitulist Tlurepe, they arve
not only ne solutica, but wre indeed fertile soil for an-
other .and inure devastating war. The econumic map

of capitalist Burope lovks as if 1t had been made by
a fiv wulking out of inkpot filled with dirty ink,

In Italy Mussolini bellows war from the house-
tops.,  Mass murder is the language of Faseism overy-
whwere, German imperialism is not yelling for disarmea-
mentt but for equality in armaments with I'rance, with
England, with all of the other first class mperialist
powers.  This means only tmore armaments.  Frahee
iz building 2 chain of impregnable fortresses on the
Ttalian frontier, rushing 2 huge armada in the Medi-
terannean, consiructing the mightiest forts in the world
in Alsace-Lorraine, and frantically avming hey sutel-
lites, Polish, Cuech, and Jugo-Slavian militarism.
Uagland beasts that it will “arrive at the wext war
ahend of nll other nations, both as regards the qual-
ity of armored fighting vehicles and ns to the ideas
underlying their use™. Nor do the British immperial-
ists mince words about the London Conference. They
openly say the United States hias wrecked this cone
ference “as an instrument of pacification” and that
ils only practical result has been to give England an
inferior navy and "“to stitnulate naval rivalry on the
continent.’”

But thru all these war preparations there runs a
501l of steel rod, the core, a lever peinting to the main
target towards which the heavy artillery, machine
gunhs, poison gas and battleships and airplunes are
turned. The moest serivus source of the imperialist war
danger is against the Union of Soccialist Soviet Re-
publics, The world-famous French armuament cor-
poration of Schneider-Creuzot has just made an offi-
cial open loan of a million franes to the Polish govern-
ment. . Poland and Roumania have just concluded an
agremment for pooling their arined forces and military
resources under a unificd French command.  The
Ereuger Mateh Trust is financing heavily all olish
imperialist military venbures,  An army of 100,000
White, monarchist Russians is being harbored and
trained in “democratic” Fraunce. Truly, the recent trial
of counter-revolutionists in Moscow has unfolded only
a very small part of the world-wide imperislist con-
spiracy against the Soviet Union.
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AT THE TURNING OF THE ROAD

The political skies of Europe are today black with
the hewvy clouds of Fascizm and War., The economic
grder of capitalism Is in ils period of decay and decline.
The breakdown may not come at the sane time and in
the satme fashion in every country but the collapse
is on. Neo wonder then that the British Fortafghtly Re-
wiew recently said:

FOmE of this elash of opposing ferces wud Inleresis on
fhe continent smouy very well come that loter and bigger
strgogle Defween Pascist Nationulissn en the one homd
nad Tuternatione! Belshevism ow the other . . . . For-
heeps M. Brinnd saw furthest in his pluns for o United
Stetes of Buropet

It iz o Kurepean crisis. Hence, its a world erisiy in-
wolving every capitalist country, Capitalism can't feed
the counlry dwellers, It s starving the city workers.
The capitalisty may be planning war a8 a sclution;
they may be driven to war as a final solution. But
empty stomachs don't always make suldiers. Under cer-
tain corditions emply stoemachs make pood revolution-
ary fighters.

The imperialists have made their war adjustments.
This econctuic crisis s hastening new attempts to ad-
just these rendjustnients thru the highest and most n-
tenge expression of capitaiist competition—War. DBut
the revolutivnary proletarien forces will alse have
quite something fo say about a #eal adjustiment, a fun-
damental overhauling of the whaole desperake sifuation.

What is the conerete situalion in the main countlries
of capitalist Burope?  What are the ruling classes
doing to maintuin the present tottering order?  What
Gf Fascisin? Whatsof the workers? What of the Com-
munist movement? Who will come out on top? These
nuestions and others later,

Phe next avticle in the series by Comrade Loveslone
witl be FASCISM ON THE RAMPAGE, It awill be
Followed by: COMMUNISM IN ALSACK, AN EM-
Pl IN (TS OEATH THROBES, RUROPEK AND
PEE BOVIET UNION, and THE INTERNATIONAL
QUPOSITION CONFERENCE, :
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