Capitalist “‘Planning” and Socialist Planned Economy

(Concluded from last issue)

Historical Estimate of the Five Year
Plan

The Five Year Plan marks the tran-
sition of the period of rchabilitation
to that of Socialist construction. It
is the first, general, all-embracing plan
of socialist construction and differs
from the previous steps of plannced
cconomy in the sense that all preced-
ing ciforts were limited in scope. The
Iive-Year Plan has proven to be the
most cffective program for hastening
the completion of another stage in the
development of socialist construction
in the U. S. S. R. It is the extension
of the socialist revolution to the agri-
cultural front and to the rapid devel-
optnent of hecavy industry.

1. The most important feature of
the new order being so rapidly ad-
vanced in the Soviet Union, the fca-
turc which the Five-Year DPlan is
hastening, is not only the bringing
about of new or much higher techni-
que of industry, but is rathcr the new
social spirit based not only on up-to-
date tcechnique, the most modern
large scale machinery and scientific
method; it is especially based on a
fundamental change of attitude to-
wards machinery. The Soviet work-
crs and pcasants arc socializing their
machinery, are learning to use their
machinery and reap the benefits there-
of for the great masses of the popula-
tion and not for a handful of para-
sites. That explains all the clenched
fists and all the crocodile tears of the
encmics of the Soviet Union.

2 Participation of the workers in
the administrative apparatus of indus-
try and of the state is a constantly
growing phenomenon. More than that
it is a basic featurc of socialist plan-
ned cconomy. Thus, there is being
created a genuine, a working class
democracy in every field, in every
walk of life, in every form of social
relationship.

3 In tempo of construction, as well

by Jay Lovestone

a.. in the volume of capital accumulat-
cd, our Soviet brothers, working on
the basis of social, of planncd, econo-
my have attained an increase in their
national economy ecxceeding  every
rccord of cconomic growth in the his-
tory of human-kind.

4, We have scen that capitalist de-
velopment means the extension of
capitalist contradictions. I'his  ex-
dension is bound to continue to the
point of leading to the collapse of the
capitalist system of production. In
the Soviet Union, however, we have
already sccured the first and most cs-
sential prerequisite for the initiation
of genuine planned economy. That
is, the proletariat has captured politi-
cal power. In the Sovict Union, the
law of social development, in con-
tradistinction to the trend in every
other country in the world, is leading
not in the direction of extending the
contradictions but rather in the di-
rection of their gradual climination.
Thus in the Soviet Union there is no
contradiction between the extension
of productive capacitiecs and the con-
sumption possibilities.  Thus, social-
ist rationalization of industry eradi-
cated unemployment while capitalist
rationalization is continuing to in-
crease and develop a permanent army
of no occupation. Thus, in the U. S.
S. R, the extension of the productive
capacitics mecans the constant exten-
sion and not restriction o1 the possi-
bilities for consumption by the mass-
es. lLikewise, it is to be stressed that
the only country in the world today
where there is a constantly rising
standard of social scrvices is the
land of socialist, planned cconomy;
while all the schemes for so-called
planned economy only mean the fur-
ther dcterioration of the standards
of living of the workers and wiping
out of social and political rights and
rains won by the working class thru
decades of struggle.

5. l.ast, but not least, historically

Marxism And Neo-Malthusianism

ON ABORTION AND BIRTH-CONTROL

This article of Lenin was written
in 1913.
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At the Russian Medical Congress of
the D’irogov Socicty, the question of
abortion, i.c., of the artificial preven-
tion of birth, awoke considerable in-
terest and discussion. The reporter,
T.itschkus, brought forward data on
the extraordinary sprcad of abortion
in the modern so-called civilized
States.

In New York there took place in
one ycar 80,000 artificial abortions; in
I'rance, as ‘many as 36,000 per month.
In Pectersburg the percentage of arti-
ficial abortions has more than doubled
in five years.

The Medical Congress of the Piro-
gov Society adopted a resolution to
the effect that criminal prosecution of
the mother for artificial abortion
should in no case take place, but that

doctors should be judicially prosecuted
only when “grced of gain” was pres-
ent.
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In the discussion the majority,
while expressing themsclves against
the judicial penalty of abortion, na-
turally also raised the question of
“Nco-Malthusianism” so-called (arti-

conception), and touched on the social
side of this matter.

So, for example, Herr Wigdortschik,
according to the report of the Russ-
koye Slovo, declared that “the meas-
ures for the prevention of conception
are to be welcomed”; and Herr Astra-
chan proclaimed, amid loud applause:

“We must convince the mothers
that they are bearing children only
for them to be later crippled in the
schools, to be drawn on for conscrip-
tion, and finally to commit suicide.”

If the report that this kind of out-
burst of Herr Astrachan awoke stor-
my applause is correct, the fact does
not surprise me. The audience was
an audience of bourgeois, middle
bourgeois and petty bourgcois ele-
ments, with a narrow-minded petty
bourgeois psychology. What is to be
expected but the flattest liberalism?

But from the standpoint of the
working-class there is scdarcely to be

found a more conspicuous example of
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nues but with no results even in
stimulating “confidence.” Indica-
tive of this is the fact that despite
the 1429, increase in public
works, general building in 1931
fell by 750 million dollars and the

trend is still markedly downward.

The war clouds in the Far East
are unsettling the European and
American capital markets acutely
as the Government budgetary def-
icits continue to mount.

ficial mecasures for the prevention of
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the whole reactionary csscnce, of the
whole poverty and deformity of “so-
cial Neo-Malthusianism” than the
above-quoted sentence of Herr Astra-
chan—“To bring children into the
wor’l’d, only for them to be crippled,
cte.

Oniy for this? And why not for
them to wage a better, more united,
more class-counscious, more determin-
ed fight than ourselves against the
modern conditions of life which crip-
ple and destroy our gencrations?
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Here precisely lies the root differ-
cnce between the psychology of the
peasant, the handicrafsman, the intel-
lectual, of the petty bourgeoisie in
gencral, and the psychology of the
prolctarian,

The petty bourgcois sees and feels
that he is going downwards, that life
is becoming for him ever more diffi-
cult, the struggle for cxistence ever
more ruthless, and that the position
of himself and of his family grows
cver more desperate,

On this there is no dispute. And
the petty bourgeois protests against
this,

But how docs hie protest?

He protests as the representative of
a class which is going under without
hope, which has lost faith in its own
future and become broken and co-
wardly.

“We can do nothing; therefore ra-
ther let us have as few children as
possible, who will have to suffer our
torturcs, our prison-housc existence,
our poverty and humiliation,” so runs
the lamentation of the petty bour-

geois.

The class-conscious worker is im-
measurably far removed from such a
'standpoint. He docs not let his con-
scious understanding be obscured by
such lamentations, however sincere
and decply felt they may be.

Yes, we too, the workers and the
mass of the small pcasants, we also
have to live a life full of unendurable
cppression and suffering, Our gen-
eration has a more difficult life than
our fathers, yet in one respect we are
morce fortunate than our fathers.

We have learnt to fight, and are
lezining it cver faster—and to fight
not only in isolation, as the best of
our fathers did, not merely for
alien watchwords of bourgeois fine
speakers, but for our own battle-cries,
the battle-cries of our own class.

We fight better than our fathers
did. Our children will fight still bet-
ter, and they will win.

The workingclass does not gc
downwards; on the contrary, it grows
gains  strength, matures, draws its

ranks closer together, trains and steel:
itself in the fight.

We are pessimists in regard to the
prospects of serfdom, of capitalism
and of small production; but we are
glowing optimists in regard ‘o the
prospects of the workingelass move-
ment and its aims.

We are already laying the founda-
tions of the new building, and our
children will build it to the end.

Therefore, and only therefore, we

(Continued on Page 4)

Planned Economy in the USSR

speaking, the achicvements of social-
ist construction, the successes of gen-
uine planned cconomy, are the source
and ccentre of the greatest revolution-
ary inspiration for the cntire inter-
national working class, for the toil-
ing masses of all capitalist countries.
and colonics. Wall Street fully rea-
lizes the significance of the monu-
mental progress in socialist construc-
tion in the U. S. S. R. One of the
leading New  York sccurity houses
thus recently estimated the role of the
Soviet Union:

“Capitalistic  countries  legislate and
regulate the terms under which labor and
capital cooperate.  The theories of capi-
talistic countries have again temporarily
failed to function. That failure provides
the advocates of the socialistic theory a
welqume opportunity to demonstrate its
merits. . . o
. "Fhe motive and significance underly-
ing the Soviet Government’s I‘ive Year
Plan have created the biggest movement
since Christianity. The test of time and
her government’s administrative efficien-
cy and ability to correct and adopt a rem-
edy for every detected fault, will either
exhibit the success or only the partial
failure of the plan and its purpose. It
stands today as ‘the greatest economic
revolution known to history.” ‘One man’s
life will not suffice to see the end.’” (C.

E. Childs & Co., Investmentment Bulle-
tin, July, 1931).

Plain words and quite an under-
standing by the cnemy class!
* & %

Some Concrete Achievements

It is now cvident that the Five-Year
Plan will be completed in four. In
fact, in some industrics, the plan was
cowpleted in even less than four
years. Iu oil, it was completed in 2%
to 3 ycars.

The rate of cconomic growth has
exceeded the quota set for it under
the Five-Year Plan,  The first year,
1929, the plan was fulfilled 106%, in
1930, 107 % ; in 1931, 113%.

The capital investment of the Soviet
Union has alrcady been doubled. By
lhc.cnd of the fourth year the total
basic capital in industry will be 20
billion rubles, or 150¢% of what was
plannced for the entire five years. Col-
lectivization of agriculture is alrcady
morce than three times fulfilled.  In-
stead of achieving 204 collectiviza-
tion 1 five years, the Soviet Union
has already secured 629% in three
years. In the most important grain
regrons collectivization is completed.,

By the end of 1932, the national in-
come will be 49 billion rubles, or an
icrease of 90%, instead of the 719%
originally provided for in the entire
Five-Ycear Plan.

~ The conditions of the workers have
tiproved considerably with the large
imcrease in production. It had been
planncd that by 1933 there would be
15,00,000 workers in the Soviet Union.
Actually, there are already 18,700,000
workers and by the end of 1932 there
will be at least 21,000,000. It had been
planned to have four million indus-
trial workers at the end of the first
five ygars. However, there are al-
rcady 5,400,000 and there will be
6,200,000 industrial workers in  the
U.S.S.R. by the end of 1932, The his-
torical significance of this is inestim-
able, because hercin lies the firmest
and decisive social basis for the work-
ing class victory.

The wage-fund was to be 15,700,-
000,000 rubles at the end of the fifth
year. But it is alrcady 21,100,000,000
rubles and by the end of 1932 will be
nearly 27,000,000,000. The budget for
social insurance was to be, under the
Five-Year Dlan, 1,950,000,000 rubles;
actually, it has already reached 2,500,-
000,000 rubles and by the end of 1932
will reach about 3,500,000,000 rubles.
The 7-hour day will be completely
established by the end of 1932 thruout
the entire Soviet Union.

One of the best known British jour-
nals sent a spectal investigator to look
into the labor conditions in the Soviet
Union.  Mr. C. M. Lloyd, the invest-
igator, found the following: (“The
Workers State,” New Statesman and
Nation, October 3, 1931):

“Not only have ecarnings increased all
around and 1 many es, under the piece-
rate system, to undreamed of figures, but
communal provision and privileges have
gone far. DPensions, medical carve, holiday
homes, free or cheap amusements, are all
gains,  Rents, for the manual worker in
particular, are very moderate. Nor is his
nourishment confined to what he buys in
the store or the shop. Meals are provided
in _the dening rooms at the factories and at
oftices, and they are cheap and good.”

Despite the decisive victory of se-
curing the absolute predominance of
socialist elements in both the city and
village, there are still serious short-
comings to be recorded. Thus Molo-
tov, in his spcech before the recent
session of the Central Comuittee of
the Council of Peoples Commissars,
frankly stated:

“The metallurgical industry was in 1932
our weakest spot. Altho we undertook
extensive construction during this period,
production did not increase in the metal

lurgical industry. This means that extra-
ordinary measures will have to be taken
in 1932 in this sphere. The output of pig
iron will have to increase to at least
9,000,000 tons as compared with 5,000,000
in 1932, The question of heavy industry
and especially that of steel and iron will
be the central issue next year. Upon it,
as well as upon mining and machine build-
ing, will depend the results in all other
branches of national economy. The col-
lective farms are also vitally ‘interested in
this, Tf the metallurgical industry fails
to carry out its program, the collective
farms will not be supplied with the neces-
sary machines, tractors, and trucks. Nei-
ther can the other economic tasks be ace
complished. FEven should it be necessary
to curtail output in some other industries
in order to guarantee the fulfilment of the
program in the metallurgical industry such
steps will have to be taken.”

(Concluded in the next issue)





