(Concluded from last issue)
Lenin Showed the Way in 1918

All of these arguments about the
Soviet Union retreating, all of these
false estimates of the policies of the
U. S. S. R, arise from a failure to
grasp the dynamic processes, the dia-
lectical course of the proletarian revo-
lution in Russia.

Lenin, in his masterly “Program
Address,” delivered to the Conrgess
of Soviets in the Spring of 1918, gave
" a clear and challenging answer to all
these hostile critics of Socialisl econ-
omy when he said:

“.’l(he first problem of any rising par-
ty .Gousists in convincing the majority qi
the population that its program and poli-
cies are correct . . .

“The second problem of our Party was
the conquest of political power and the
suppression of the resistance of the ex-
ploiters. . . .

“We are now confronted by the third
problem which is the most urgent and
which characterizes the present period—
to organize the management of Russia

“We are now in the third stage. Our
gains, our decrees, our laws, qur plans
must be secured by the solid forms ot
every day labor discipline. This is t!le
most difficult, but also the most promis-
ing problem, for only its solution will give
us Socialism. We must learn to combine
the stormy, energetic, breaking of all re-
straint on the part of the toiling masses,
with iron discipline during work, with
absolute submission to the will of one
person, the Soviet Director, during
work. . . .

“The Russian is a poor worker in com-
parison with the workers of the advanc-
ed nations, aud this could not be other-
wise under the regime of the Czar, and
other remmants of feudalism. To learn
how to work—this problem the Soviet
authority should present to the people
in all its comprehensiveness. . . The pos-
sibility of Socialism will be determmed
by our success in combining the Soviet
rule and the Soviet organization of man-
agement with the latest progressive meas-
ures of capitalism. We must introduce
in Russia the study and the teaching ol

the Taylor system and its systematic trial
aud adaptation. While working to increase
the productivity of labor, we must at
the same time take into account the pe-
culiarities of the transition period frem
capitalism to socialism which require, on
the one hand, that we lay the foundation
for Socialist organization of emulation,
and, on the other hand, require the use
of compulsion so that the slogan of the
Dictatorship  of the Proletariat  should
not be weakened by the practice of a too
mild proletarian govermuent.

“Among the absurd falsehoods which
the bourgcotsie likes to spread about So-
cialism, is the one that Socialists deny
the significance of emulation. In reality
only Socialism, destroying classes  and,

lence, the enslavement of the masses, fot
the first time opens the road for emula-
tion on a really large scale. And only the
Soviel

organizations, passing  from the
formal  democracy of a bourgeois re-
public 1o the actual participation in man-
agement of the toiling masses, for the first
time puts emulation on a broad basis.”

(Lenin’s emphasis).

How correct an analysis Lenin
made of the tasks confronting the
Soviet Republic has since then been
borne out more than once and par-
ticularly by the policies of the Cen—|
tral Committee of the C. P. S. U. in
its Five-Year Plan providing for max-
imum tempo for heavy industrializa-
tion and the speediest collectivization
of agriculture. Today not even the
best brains on the Social-democracy
dare challenge the fundamental so-
cialist nature and success of the sys-
tem of planned economy in the Sov-
iet Union. .For instance, even Otto
Bauer, leader of the powerful Aus-
trian Social democratic party and
among the most outstanding figures
of the Second International, in his
latest volume, “Capitalism and So-
cialism Since the World War,” is
compelled to admit that he and his
colleagues were wrong in their ori-
ginal estimate of the Soviet drive for
planned, social economy, and that ac-
tually the U. S. S. R. is making big
headway in the construction of social-
ist economy.
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The Soviet Union and the World
Situation

The Soviet Union is today the most

constructive force in the world crisis.

It is the only country where social

services are on the up-grade, where

by Jay Lovestone

Dr. Person, an eminent authority
on scientnfic management in indus-
try, will certainly need to have more
compliments for the Soviet Union as
it makes still more rapid gains in
technology, which the Soviet work-
ers are only now learning. But Dr.
Person tries to do the impossible
when he attempts to separate the so-
cial and political phases from the
economic. Perhaps, however, the old
gentleman will learn, as he gets old-
er, judging by the fact that as a
spokesman of the most highly advan-
ced country in capitalist technic he
is already prepared to learn from
the Soviet Union’s technology, only
yesterday among the most backward.

In this light, it is also significant
to examine the findings of the well-
known German economist, Professor
M. J. Bonn, in his latest book “Pros-
perity”. In his conclusions, Professor
Bonn expresses great fear of the ser-
ious danger that “the mass of Amer-
icans in their painful disillusionment
may go to the extreme of condemn-
ing capitalism altogether.” Professor
Bonn’s fear is based on the fact that
he has found in the United States “a
fascination for Soviet Russia.” Very
likely this German economist, who is
at such a loss to explain this phen-
omenon, could learn the why and
wherefore of his fears, if he would
examine the history and specific pe-
culiarities of American economic de-
velopment.

The bourgeoisie, the world over
are very much disturbed at the fact
that the Soviet Union, precisely bc-
cause its planned economy stands out
in bold sharp contrast to the chaos
and planlessness of capitalist econ-
omy, will prove a disastrous disrup-
tive force for international capitalism,
will prove a force which will aggra.
vate the world crisis of capitalism
to a point beyond repair. This fear
is thus clearly expressed by Dr. Toni
Stolper, editor of Der Deutche Volk-
wirt, in its last annual number, De-
cember 25, 1931.

Dr. Stolper said:

“Then it can be quite generally stated
that Russia, with its planned economy, has
become the greatest element for planless-
ness in the world . . . Presently the Rus-
sian planned economy is working not in
a planful sense but in the sense of dis-
turbing many plans in the world. Wil
this victory finally lead to a return to
the system of a free market or to fur-
ther building of a system of monopolistic
(complete) planned economy?”’
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The Victory Ahead

Of course, the road to complete so-
cialist construction is not a straight
path, smooth and without any diffi-
culties. This road has its ups and
downs and winding ways, steep hills,
and peaks and valleys. It could not
be otherwise in the process of build-
ing and rebuilding not only machin-
ery but actually man himself, parti-
cularly man as a social animal. Al-
ready sufficient vitality and progress
have been displayed by the Soviet
Union to guarantee the success of the
Socialist program not only on the
economic front but also on the cul-
tural front. For instance, today, the
theatre in every country of the world
is on the downgrade except in the
Soviet Union. This is the conclusion
arrived at by Mr. O. M. Carter, af-
ter his latest visit to the Soviet Union.
Mr. Carter is a recognized authority
on the theatre in general and on the
Soviet Stage in particular. Similar
conclusions in the field of music have
been arrived at by Mr. Leopold Sto-
kowski, conductor of the Philadelphia
Orchestra and by Mr. Coates, well-
known British director. Speaking of
the Soviet Union and opera Mr. Sto-
kowski declared:

“lIt was simply marvelous.
heard opera until 1 heard
Moscow company sing. The big thing
there is the spirit; they are alive and
enthusiastic; and they are singers. There
is a surprising equality in the entire com-
pany; no particular singer stands out aw
exceptional. 1f any part of it is outstand-
ing, it is the chorus composed exclusive-
Iy of artists. One hears the mass chorus
and yet hears the individual singers in the
chorus—they are such singers . . .
ing I've ever heard compares with
You look back across the audience and

I had neve:
this finished

Capitalist “Planning” and Socialist Planned Economy

Planned Economy in the USSR

find them breathlessly still, No one moves.

They sit enthralled. They have floated

out of themselves.”

Mr. Coates, after visiting the prin-
cipal European musical centres, de-
clared that the only source of optim-
ism in this field that he could find
today is the Soviet Union.

And literacy has already riscn
from one-third to three-quarters.

* * *

But many theoreticians might make
the concession, so to say, that planned
.economy i8 suitable for the U. S. S. R.
but not for other countries. For in-
stance, Dr. Stolper defending this
viewpoint said that: “The Russian
experiment in planned economy could
actually begin with a beginning (An
einem Anfang anfangen).” Dr. Stol-

stroyed the previous .economy; that
in Russia the Revolution destroyed
the capitalists and feudalists; that
in Russia there has been established
a prolgtarian dictatorship; that be-
cause of the many years of war and
civil war life is very cheap in the Sov-
iet Union.

This is somewhat original but real-
ly poor thinking.  The destruction by
the war of even the backward  Rus-
sian economy did not help in the con-
struction of socialist economy in Rus-
sia. Had our Russian comrades taken
over an industrial machine as well
developed as in the United States,
they would have a much easier time
constructing socialism today. Of
course, Dr. Stolper is correct when he
lays stress on the victorious proletar-
ian revolution and the establishment
of a working class dictatorship as es-
sential prerequisites to the initiating
of planned socialist economy. Should
the American or German proletariat
vanquish the capitalist elements it
would be much easier for them to pro-
ceed with socialist construction pre-
cisely because of their having inherit-
ed a much more highly developed
capitalist industrial mechanism.

There is nothing purely Russian
either in origin or in contents about
the Five-Ycar Plan. It is only the
idea of scientific socialism which for
the first time in history has been
brought into reality in revolutionary
Russia. No leader of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union or of the
Soviet Government claims any mon-
opoly or patent rights for the ideas
of the Five-Year Plan. In fact, Com-
munists thruout the world, in the U.
S. S. R. and in the capitalist coun-
tries, are working to hasten the devel-
opment of conditions under which the
working classes of the various coun-
tries will be able to launch similar
programs of ‘socialist construction in
their respective countries. However,
it must be emphasized with equal
force that there is little hope for the
bourgeoisie in any of their attempts
to copy formally one or another of
the features of the program of the
Five-Year Plan in the U. S. S. R.

Genuine, planned, socialist econo-
my has shown its capacities and
achievements. The Communist Party
of the Soviet Union has shown its
ability to lead the working class to
overcome the capitalist elements with-
in the Soviet Union. Planned econ-
omy, genuine, social economy, is
bringing about an economic order in
which the solution of the problems
of production means the solution of
the problems of consumption; where
the economic system is free from con-
tradictions, lack of equilibrium, dis-
employment, and costly chaos.

Today even H. G. Wells can no
longer dare to speak of the Kremlin
as “this dark crystal of Russia”.
Wells and his ilk can no longer laugh
at the electrification plans of Lenin,
as he did in 1920. Then Lenin an-
swered this author of fantastic bour-
geois stories: “But these are only
sketches and beginnings. Come back
and see what we have done in Russia
in 10 years time.”

Pursuing the policies of Lenin, the
Soviet Union, particularly under the
Five-Year Plan has been energetical-
ly building planned social economy,
has been going forward at a remark-
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able stride. The victory of the Sov-
iet worker is a victory for the en-
tire international working class.

per argues that in Russia the war de- .

living standards are rising, where
economic progress is constant and
rapid. Even in the richest cities of
the richest countries, bankruptcy
stares in the face even the municipal
governments. The financial plight
of the city administrations of New
York, Chicago and Philadelphia, il-
lustrates this truth beyond a shadow
of doubt. The leaders of the bour-
geoisie the world over, and to no

uthenberg Memorial

small extent the spokesmen of the
American bourgeoisie, have been com-
pelled to recognize the Soviet Union
in a manner far more serious and sig-
nificant than any mere diplomatic
recognition could ever bring. Ameri-
ca’s scientific managemenf experts
are now studying the Soviet Union
and are working diligently to try to
lecarn from it, with a view of course
of doing some desperate patch-work
on the tatters of capitalist economy
in the U. S. Symbolic of this trend
is the position taken by Dr. H. S. Per-
son, managing director of the Tay-
lor Society, who declared to the New
York Times, on October 11, 1931, up-
on his return from the International
Planning Congress, last summer:

“I believe the Russian experiment has
made great strides from a technological
point of view, and to a degree which es*
tablishes a new world force, whatever
happens politically. 1t is also my opin.
ion that the United States will have to
adopt in a modified form some of the
technological practices of the Russians
in order to avert the social and politica)

effects which accompanied the Iive-Year
Plan.” (Dr. Person’s emphasis).
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142 2nd Ave. N. Y. C.

Admission 25 cents
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