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The Real World of Ideology

ideas on the back of a postcard, and they are all wrong. He would not
repay the effort of working through his writings.” ' The Times
Higher Educational Supplement, 14.4.78_, p. 185. Fuller documen-
tation is provided in a work in the ‘Philosophy Now’ series,
Philosophy and its Past, by J. Rée, M. Ayers and A. Westoby,
Hassocks, 1978.

Some examples should be given here. For Plamenatz, see Ch. 3, n.26.
Egregious instances also occur in the writings of Karl Popper,
perhaps the critic of Marx most admired within the analytical
movement. Thus, in the anxiety to prove Marx an ‘historicist’, he
cites the statement of the aim of Capital as being “to lay bare the
economic law of motion of human society’, where the actual text
reads ‘modern’ for *human’. (The Poverty of Historicism, London,
1961, p.49. See Cap(i), p. 20). One should also note the ruthless use of
selective quotations for the same end. Thus, he refers to the
statement of ‘the absolute general law of capitalist accumulation’,
while omitting the qualification that immediately follows it: ‘Like all
other laws it is modified in its working by many circumstances, the
analysis of which does not concern us here.’ (The Open Society and
its Enemies, vol(ii), London, 1952, p. 186. Cap(i), p. 603) See the
discussion of these examples in W. A. Suchting, ‘Marx, Popper, and
*‘Historicism’’ *, Inquiry, 15, Autumn, 1972, pp. 235-66.













