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Presentation

Conversations was the last book published by Nahuel Moreno, before his death on January
25, 1987. We reissued it in 1995. Since 1986, this text has been circulating among new and old
members of Trotskyism, and also has served as pleasant reading for many people curious about
socialist ideas.

Nahuel Moreno was one of the main theorists and politicians of the Trotskyist
movement. For nearly half a century of uninterrupted militant activity, he was in constant
contact with the workers’ struggles, their advances and setbacks, the different experiences of
Latin American and world revolution. In his consistent fight against Stalinism, he was
instrumental in driving the formation of Trotskyist parties and groups, mainly in Latin
American countries, and one of the top leaders of the Fourth International.

In Argentina, Moreno drove the sector of Trotskyism which began linking to the labour
movement since the 1940s. His name is linked to the formation of the Marxist Workers Group
(GOM) in 1944, later the Socialist Party of the National Revolution under Peronism, Workers
Word during the resistance to the right wing reaction, Revolutionary Workers Party (PRT) —
The Truth under the dictatorship of Ongania, Socialist Workers Party (PST) in the 1970s, and
then, from 1982, the Movement Toward Socialism (MAS), which disbanded in the early
1990s.

Moreno fought tirelessly for workers to defeat imperialism and all bourgeois
governments. He did so not only encouraging them forward toward class political
independence (overcoming their adherence to Peronism), but also towards the fight for
workers’ governments, for socialism and the building of a revolutionary internationalist party.
He also became known for his research and papers on history, logic and various political
issues.

Just two years after his death, in 1989, major changes shook the world, symbolized by
the fall of the Berlin Wall. Revolutionary mass mobilizations were defeating one-party
dictatorships imposed by bureaucratic communist parties in Eastern Europe, reaching to the
USSR itself, which was dissolved in late 1991. A new situation opened, which turned red-hot
old and new questions and their answers. The Trotskyist movement maintained its dispersion,
with different policy approaches and in some cases antagonistic.

On our part, our current were defining such changes as revolutionary triumphs — with
the bloody exception of China —, which managed the huge step forward of defeating the one-
party dictatorships in most of what was called “actual socialism”, or, in the words of Moreno
“existing Worker States”. First democratic gains of a political revolution which, in the absence
of revolutionary leaderships, wasn’t enough to stop and defeat capitalist restoration processes
that had been developing, with the help of the bureaucracy and imperialism, in those countries
where the bourgeoisie had been expropriated, i.e. in the former USSR, Eastern Europe, China
or the former Yugoslavia.

Many of Moreno forecasts were confirmed in light of these processes. Others weren'’t.
But all his thoughts in this book, both those which were fulfilled as those which weren’t, are a
rich contribution to the debate. What happened in countries dominated by counter-
revolutionary bureaucracies? What are the chances of progress for humanity under capitalism?
Does that inescapable definition of “socialism or barbarism” remains valid? Why is it so
necessary to build revolutionary parties?

Of all the issues, perhaps the most current has to do with the importance Moreno gave to

the question of the leaderships of the masses. The “subjective problem”, in his words. Around
the world the waves of struggles and mobilizations don’t stop, dictatorships are still falling —
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as in the Arab revolution—, as well as capitalist governments of all kinds, and the acute peaks
of economic crisis of imperialist capitalism become recurrent. If the bourgeoisie still retains its
dominance of the planet, with the help of politicians, recycled bureaucrats and treacherous
leaders of all kinds, is due to the lack of consistent and revolutionary leaderships with weight
of masses, the “leadership vacuum”, said Moreno.

Moreno devoted his life to the building of revolutionary workers parties. Today, the old
bureaucratic apparatus of CPs “pro-Moscow” or “pro-Beijing” have lost their old and
nefarious prestige, which for most of the XX century usurped the place of genuine
revolutionary party. This party had existed in the early decades of the emergence of the
revolutionary movement of the working class, inspired by Marxism and had as its leaders
Lenin and Trotsky; it was democratic and flexible, but tight in unity to fight the class enemy.
This theme of the bureaucratization of the Soviet Union and other countries that managed to
expropriate the bourgeoisie, as well as the need of the party develops through the whole book,
but acquires a particular weight in the last chapter. Many young fighters today question and
reject the party, in an understandable and healthy repudiation of bureaucratic monstrosity. In
Moreno’s reflections we find a fresh approach to this issue, through comments on the party
life, in which we’ll also see that he was a great human being.

The Editors, January 2012
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Introduction to the 1986 edition

The main recipients of this work are the many workers and students who in recent years
have joined the ranks of Trotskyism and the thousands of men and women who are
sympathetic to the revolutionary socialist cause.

All are united by the awareness that “something is wrong” in a society and in a world
where, despite the bombastic promises and plans of governments, poverty is growing steadily,
working hours lengthen and wages decrease, quality of life drops precipitously and life goes
under the black shadow of the “Star Wars” and the nuclear holocaust.

These new members and sympathizers, in their overwhelming majority are beginning to
make their first forays into revolutionary socialism with their head buzzing with questions. Is it
possible to improve the capitalist society to live better or perhaps is there “something” wrong
in society itself, and then you have to change it? And if so, why hasn’t this happened yet? Have
the exploited enough strength to transform society, taking account of the military might of the
bourgeoisie and imperialism?

Or else: can the imperialist government of the United States press the “button” of nuclear
war? Who can stop it, and how?

Still others wonder about the peculiarities of the life of revolutionary militants: isn’t
militancy alienating? Or, taking another aspect, why are Trotskyist parties so insistent on the
need to build an international organization?

All these questions, and others equally important, shape the agenda for this book.

The first chapter deals with the world situation and the big alternative of our time: either
the workers of the world defeat the imperialist capitalist system or the latter will throw
humanity into the abyss of misery and brutalization as it hasn’t been known throughout history
and perhaps even lead to the destruction of life on earth.

In the second and third chapters the problems of the revolutionary organization of the
workers, in their countries and internationally, are developed, with the thesis that the
revolutionary party is the indispensable tool for workers to overthrow capitalism.

The fourth and fifth chapters concern the Worker States: not only “actual existing”
socialism, as a journalistic phrase— in fashion in recent years— states but also what we
Trotskyists want. A Socialism with workers’ democracy, where all problems of politics, the
economy, education, etc., are resolved by the organized workers.

Finally, in the sixth chapter, aspects of the daily life of a revolutionary militant are
developed, in other words, the party as a “group of people”.

One may say that this work has two authors. One a collective, they’re the members and
supporters to whom this is addressed, those who have asked the questions. The task of the
editors has been to sort and group them by topic.

The other author 1s Nahuel Moreno, head of the International Workers League (Fourth
International) and the Argentine party, the Movement Toward Socialism (MAS). No one is
more qualified to answer these questions than Moreno, with his history of almost four decades
in the leadership of world Trotskyist movement and knowing by his own experience the labour
movement in many countries.

The questions were formulated in the manner of journalistic reporting, tape recorder at

hand. Subsequently Moreno reviewed his answers and without modifying them in essence, he
added a few paragraphs as he deemed necessary for greater clarity and rigor of his exposure.
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In turn, the editors added some out of text notes in order to clarify certain facts and
historical personalities. Needless to say, the notes are solely the responsibility of the editors
and don’t compromise the late Nahuel Moreno.

We can only express the hope that this book will serve as a stimulus to their recipients
and guidance in these crucial years of the Argentinian and world revolution, now that they are
incorporated into the revolutionary cause to which Nahuel Moreno devoted himself from the
beginning of his political life: the struggle for a society without exploitation and alienation, the
struggle for a socialist society.

The Editors, Buenos Aires, March 1986
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To the comrade Elias Rodriguez,
an example of a life
in service of the working class.

Interviews by Daniel Acosta, Marcos Trogo and Raul Tuny.

Chapter 1

Prospects of the World
Revolution

Moreno, let’s start with a question, or one might better say a reflection, that many Marxists militant
pose themselves and defenders of capitalism, especially its promoters and journalists, often use to attack
Marxism. Revolutionary socialists have for decades been announcing the final crisis and fall of capitalism.
However, capitalism doesn’t fall.

Yes, it’s true that capitalism hasn’t fallen, and it’s equally true that we have been
announcing its final crisis for a long time. I think this is due to a catastrophic conception: at the
end of the nineteenth century and beginning of this, Rosa Luxemburg, Kautsky 1 and
revolutionary Marxists in general argued that capitalism was heading towards a catastrophe,
namely a crisis without end, led by its own intrinsic laws. We have all shared this view, to the
point of falling into a millenarian criterion. Just as for centuries it was thought that in the year
1000 the collapse of civilization and the second coming of Christ would ensue, we
revolutionary Marxists said that in our year 1000, which was year “X” early this century,
capitalism would collapse to lead to a socialist society. This conception remained in place until
recently in Marxist circles and among us.

Revolutionary Marxists were right in saying the imperialist capitalist system would come
into an increasingly acute crisis, which would sink the working masses into poverty and would
increase wars and originate revolutions without interruption.

Time has shown that there’s no scientific law by which you inexorably come to the final
catastrophe of capitalism and the beginning of socialism. The problem is much more complex,
since the historical subjects, which are the classes with their sectors, groups and leaders, come
into play. The final crisis of a society is closely related to the struggles and agreements for the
struggle between all of these.

' Karl Kautsky (1854-1938) was a prominent Marxist of the Second International. He abandoned his
revolutionary positions at the beginning of World War I and opposed the October Revolution. Rosa Luxemburg
(1871-1919) was a leader of the Polish Social Democratic Party and later the German. She broke with social
democracy in 1914, for their support of the German government in World War 1. Later she was founder of the
Spartacus League, the predecessor of the German Communist Party. She participated in the German revolution
of November 1918, during which she was arrested and murdered by order of the Social Democratic government.
Marxist theoretician, she wrote several important works as The Accumulation of Capital and The Politics of Mass
Strikes and Unions.



