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struggle for the decisive sections of the proletariat much more

successfully and determinedly. There can no longer be any

doubt, Germany is actually approaching a "new 1923".

The German bourgeoisie and social democracy are aware

of this development. The bourgeoisie itself speaks today

of "Germany's Kerensky period", and thereby recognises

how soon it expects the advent of the Red October of the

German proletariat.

The social democracy, which already during the course

of last year was severely defeated in the most important in-

dustrial districts by the C. P. of Germany realises that a

decisive stage has begun in the struggle between the

Communist Party and social fascism for the majo

rity of the working class. Bourgeoiste and social demo-

cracy can see only one way out: the application of the

most brutal measures of terror to suppress the revolutionary

| working class. Hence social democracy is pressing for the

passing of the Law for the protection of the Republic, drafted

by its Minister for the Interior, Severing, by means of which

the Communist Party is to be "forbidden". Grzesinski, the

Prussian social democratic Minister for the Interior, last week

delivered a speech in which he bluntly announced the sup-

pression of the C. P. of Germany and openly declared that

he was only waiting for the passing of the Law for the Pro-

tection of the Republic. At the same time this social fascist

police Minister issued a decree prohibiting all demonstrations

in the whole of Prussia, and appealing quite openly to the

police to suppress all demonstrations by bloody force. In

view of all these measures the Communist Party is quite right

in pointing out that the social fascists are once again intending

to provoke the revolutionary proletariat to premature armed

collisions in order to avert the revolutionary danger by means

of a blood-letting of the working class.

And in fact werker's blood has been shed in the last few

days. Near Chemnitz, striking workers who arranged a de-

monstration were shot down: in Worms the police fired on a

demonstration of unemployed. Everywhere there are killed

and wounded. In Berlin, Police President Zörglebel makes

an abortive attempt to confiscate two editions of the "Rote

Fahne", an attempt which ended whit an incraese of the number

of subscribers to the "Rote Fahne" .

In the whole of Germany there has now set in such a

powerful protest action of the broadest proletarian masses

that the ruling social fascists and the bourgeoisie are be-

ginning to quake. The prohibition of demonstrations by Grze-

sinski is replied to with numerous huge demonstrations of the

workers in all districts of Germany. In the Ruhr district there

took place the district Congress of the revolutionary trade

union opposition, participated in by more than 1000 workers

from all pits and smelting factories of the Ruhr districts,

among them being many Christian, non party and social demo-

cratic delegates. The Congress was inspired by enthusiastic

proletarian solidarity with the Party of the German prole-

tariat, the Communist Party of Germany, whose leader, Com-

rade Thälmann, was londly cheered by the Congress delegates.

The Congress greeted the "Rote Fahne" on the occasion of

its confiscation by Zörgiebel as the Bolshevist central organ

of the German working class. During and after the Congress

the proletarians assembled in all the towns of the Ruhr

district and captured and maintained the streets against the

volice. At the same time the workers in South Germany, in

East Prussia, in Central Germany, in the Waterside district,

inBerlin are demonstrating in the streets. Factory meetings

are taking place in which the workers are adopting energetic

resolutions against the attacks on the Communist Party.

The Communist Party itself declares in its press and in

meetings, that it cannot be in the least diverted from its revo

lutionary policy by the social fascist-bourgeois threats and

the police terror. There can be no retreat and no provocation

tor the Communist Party.

The revolutionary Party of the Gerinan proletariat is

concentrating its work on the factories, by carrying on a mass

agitation for the increase of economic struggles against the

Young Plan and the capitalist rationalisation, for the 7-hour

day and for increased wages, for the demands of the millions

of unemployed, for the drawing of the working women and the

young workers into the revolutionary front. The Party is

trying to develop these struggles into political mass strikes as

the most important weapon of the revolutionary class struggle

the present situation.

The New Year of Crisis in British

Capitalism.

ByJ. T. Murphy (London).

It is now more than seven months since the Labour

Government set out to prove that it was a more decisive factor

in the restoration of capitalism than its predecessor the

Baldwin Government.

Now let the facts speak.

The latest figures on unemployment are as follows

January 5/30

December 16/29

Fecember 16/28

December 16/27 .

. 1,508,000

1,303,600

1,271,100

1,100.000

These come within the scope of the Unemployment In-

surance Act and are registered at the Labour Exchanges. It

is difficult to tell how many unemployed are not registered

bu. the following figures indicate the number receiving Poor

Law Relief and not entitled to Insurance benefits. There are

1,030,000 in receipt of this relief. At the same time the work-

houses are full of young men refused all forms of relief, Poor

Law Out relief and state insurance.

That these conditions inean an offensive against wages

and working conditions and an intensification of labour for the

workers is already evident. Already in the period of the

Labour Government the average wages have fallen by 5 per

cent whilst the cost of living has risen by 7 per cent since

June last.

The old year ended with the workers of the big industries

restlessly striving, fighting back and yet faced with new

attacks. Two thousend workers in the woollen mills of York-

shire are on strike against wage reductions which are

developing throughout all the mills. All the woollen workers

are faced with the demand for 10 per cent wage cuts. It is

the manoeuvring of the trades union bureaucracy and the

Labour Government which is deferring the extension of the

stoppage. They are moving with the employers in the direction

of a further arbitration award on the lines of the Cotton

Arbitration award which brought such good results for the

cotton bosses last year.

This of course is part of the social fascist policy of the

Labour Government and the Labour Party. Its other aspects

are clear as daylight where the strikes are taking place. At

Saddleworth for example where the strike is proceeding there

is an open alliance of the Labour Government forces both local

and national with the police in efforts to break the strike.

There are as many police at the mill gates every morning as

there are strikers. They do not hesitate to violently break up

meetings, arrest communist leaders almost for looking at the

strike. In court one trades union official testified to the fact

that he went every morning to the mill to assist the police.

Whilst these developments open the new year in the

woollen industry, the weavers of Lancashire in the cotton

Industry are ballotting on the question of strike action for a

25 per cent increase of wages. The action of the weavers has

followed promptly upon the Labour Government's arbitration

award of 6.5 per cent wage reduction. The demands of the

weavers have been made in the teeth of the opposition of the

union officials. Twice the Executive Committee of the weavers

organisations turned down the demands of their members.

But they were forced to go forward. unwilling as they were,

with the demands of the workers. The demands were rejected

by the employers and now again in spite of the offical sabotage

the workers are voting on the question of strike action. Un-

employment has reached great proportions and the discontent

amongst the 600.000 cotton workers grows from day to day.

They have been told repeatedly that wage cuts "would set

the industry on its feet" only to find the old story repeated.

Rationalisation of the cotton industry is proceeding rapidly.

worsening conditions of labour, speeding it up enormously and

spreading unemployment. Everything points to the cotton

industry of Lancashire being a storm centre of the class war

in 1930.

Although the railway companies hand in glove with the

Railway Union prevented a stoppage on the question of the

continuation of the 2.5 per cent wage cut the deepening of

the discontent amongst the railway workers is proceeding

apace. Rationalisation goes on in this industry probably more
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rapidly than in any other. A report in the "Times and Engineer-

-ing Supplement" December 28/29 of the results of the intro-

duction of the 40-ton coal wagons by the London Midlanu and

Scottish Railway tells its own story of what rationalisation

means to the railway and transport workers every day. It

says: "At Stoneybridge Park special arrangements have been

made for receiving the coal from these wagons, and a train

composed of ten of them carrying 400 tons of coal can be

unloaded by five men in half-an-hour. To unload a similar

coal consignment from the standard 12-ton wagon would take

eight men 12 hours, as the work would have to be done by

hand The arrangements are so complete that from the

colliery to the bunkers above the furnaces no handling is

required. " The loco men, the shunters, the men who load

and unload the wagons will no doubt "appreciate" the ratio-

nalisation policy of the Labour Government and the employers.

...

But if these industries already mentioned are deeply

stirred what of the coal industry? Ever since 1921

the coalfields of Britain have been battlefields of fierce

class struggle. Capitalist coal production is battered

from all sides, from the advance of oil, electricity,

increased world production, new means of power generation.

The year 1929 recorded an increase of sixty strikes on the

year 1928 and during this period there have existed "agree-

ments". There have been not less than 140 strikes in the

year. This is very vital evidence both of the will to struggle

on the part of the miners and the fact that struggle does not

depend upon the termination of agreements as some people

think. Most of these struggles have been conducted in the

face of the sabotage of the trades union officials.

The year has ended with coal as a central problem before

the Government. Its Coal Bill breaks every pledge the Labour

Party gave to the miners. It provides for the centralisation

of the mineowners control. It prepares the way for the raising

ofprices of coal. It provides for the reduction of wages through

arbitration machinery. At every point it has endeavoured

to dodge the straight question concerning wages. Did it mean

to reduce wages or not? It did not think it would be necessary.

It deplored wage reductions. It proposed to give the marketing

schemes a three months run to enable the employers to get

into their stride so that wage reductions would be unnecessary.

But at no point did it propose to stand against wage reductions.

On the contrary on the basis of helping the coalowners to

"avoid strikes" it proposed and put through its wages board

scheme which is nothing less than a full scheme of arbitration

to deal with the districts seperately, to isolate them with the

assistance of the Miners Federation and the County Miners

Associations and secure wage reductions.

Already the "Colliery Guardian" says that the Coal Bill

has played the useful role of "detracting the attention of the

miners from the termination of the district agreements" , all of

which must now come under revision with the new Bill in

operation. But the employers have not waited for the

termination of the agreements or the Wages Boards. In every

coalfield they are keeping up an incessant attack. With the

new features of the situation it is impossible to come to any

other conclusion than that the miners are going to be in the

forefront of great struggles. Already the United Mine Workers

of Scotland are setting the pace with a repudiation of the Coal

Bill and the agreements of the reformist leaders. They have

set out their programme of demands upon which they are

preparing for a great struggle. With them of course are all

the militant forces of the other coalfields working on the same

programme of action whilst taking a leading part in daily

struggles which are arising in every coalfield under the

pressure of the rationalisation drive of the coalowners.

Change of Address!

The address of the "Inprecorr"

is now:

BERLIN C 25

Bartelstraße 1-5 III, Germany.

The Situation in Austria.

By R. Schuller (Vienna) .

The alteration of the Constitution, which went a long

way towards fulfilling the fascist programme and means a

considerable step towards the fascistisation of Austria, while

it undoubtedly gave the bourgeoisie a new and effective

means or realising the fascist dictatorship, did not by any

means solve the crisis in Austria. It would be quite a mistake

to believe that the fight in Austria is already over and the

fascist dictatorship set up. The fascist Constitution gives

rather a foundation for this dictatorship, and the question,

how far the bourgeoisie will succeed in employing the pro-

visions of this Constitution and to approach nearer to their

aim in general, the realisation of the fascist dictatorship,

depends upon the further development of the class struggle

and the role of the Communist Party.

It would be also incorrect to speak of the unanimous

adoption by parliament of the new fascist Constitution as

marking a turning point in Austria. Nevertheless there is no

doubt that we have entered on an new stage. And even the

bourgeoisie, and especially its most active wing, is saying

that the alteration of the constitution meant only the first step

and that the "second stage" of the fight is now beginning.

According to the programine of Dr. Seipel this stage is

to bring not only the application of the essential part of the

new constitution, but also the development and application

of the fascist Estates Chamber, which Seipel demands under

the designation of "Economic Chamber". Itis no longer

Parliament but only this fascist Estates Chamber which is to

have the right to adopt legislative decisions in all important

questions. It is characteristic in this connection that Seipel.

in making his demands, bases himself on the already adopted 1

provisions of the new Constitution, which were passed with

the votes of the social democracy.

In the last few months the economic situation has become

exceedingly acute. In this situation, and supported by the

new Constitution, fascism has now launched a large-scale

economic offensive on the whole front. Import duties are

being increased, the unemployed are refused the slightest

improvement of their position and the government is already

considering restricting unemployment benefit. (There are

at present in Austria 300 000 unemployed and their number

is growing daily!) Factories are being closed down, fresit

taxes on articles of mass consumption are being prepared.

while industry and the banks are demanding and receiving

tax reductions. All this is to be crowned by the anti-terroi

law which is to come up for discussion shortly.

The present Schober government expresses more openly

and nakedly than any former Austrian government the will

of Austrian and foreign finance capital. Its main support

is the Creditanstalt of Rothschild, in which English capital

plays a big role. Schober's policy has its main support in the

Heimwehr, but it combines in a skilful manner the Heimwehr

and the legal fascist State apparatus with the co-operation of

social democracy. But there are voices to be heard in the

camp of the bourgeoisie demanding the setting up of a militia,

which would give the Heimwehr a legal status. This would

not only mean a fascist militia for home purposes but would

also strengthen imperialistic machinations in foreign policy.

Such a militia vould have the approval of the social demo-

cracy, which would thus, under the cloak of inner disarm-

ament, disarm the working class.

With the intensification of the economic crisis and the

inevitable economomie struggle consequent thereon , it

sharpening of fascist terror is to be expected. We sea

already in the first strikes which have broken out how the

armed Heimwehr are being employed as strike breakers i

the factories.

be

who

In connection with the new situation there is to

observed a certain differientation in the camp of the bour-

geoisie, which is expressed most clearly in the polemics

between the Landbund and the Heimwehr and the Landbune

and Seipel. Schumy, the Minister for the Interior,

belongs to the Landbund, was expelled frog the way onhy

whereupon the Landband adopted a criti obstinate defence

"the present leaders" of the Heimwehre present order is ove

formation of independent peasantses the struggle for socialist

an extension of the Heimwelvermany is able to continue 1




