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The theoreticians, whether they belong to the Liberal, Conser-

vative or the national fascist party, declared that the interests

of Italy had been disregarded by those conducting the negotia-

tions in 1919; that the exclusion of Italy from participation in

the division of the German colonies and the booty derived from

Turkey represented a monstrous piece of injustice. It is true

that the demands for revision were not expressed with the

same clearness that they are today. In order that these

demands could be expressed with the present brutality it was

necessary that the imperialist antagonisms in Europe should

become acute, that the economic crisis should take effect and

that the question of expansion should become a vital question

for Italian imperialism.

In any event, whilst French imperialism often pursued

devious ways but always endeavoured to prevent any revision

of the Treaty of Versailles, Italian Imperialism, strove with

all its forces to undermine the treaties by mobilising against

them all those who had been harmed by the settlement of 1919.

On the one hand, France consolidated its alliances (the

last Conference of the Little Entente laid down in all its details

the plan of a military mobilisation of Rumania, Czechoslovakia

and Yugoslavia), strengthened its naval and military organi-

sations (naval parade at Algiers, army manoeuvres in the

Alps etc.) and increased its attempt to perpetuate the European

order laid down in 1919 (this is precisely the object of Briand's

Pan-Europe plans).

On the other hand, Italian imperialism gathered round

itself all the bourgeoisies which are discontented with the

treaties of 1919. The relations of the Italian government to

the Macedonian counter-revolutionaries and the Bulgarian

government are well known. For the rest, King Boris of

Bulgaria has recently married an Italian princess. A real

alliance unites the governments of Italy and Hungary. Young

Otto Habsburg is engaged to another Italian princess. A treaty

binds Austria to Italy, not to mention Albania, which ever

since the Treaty of Tirana has been in the clutches of Italian

fascism.

But in Europe there is a bourgeoisie which is particularly

interested in the revision of the Treaties, i. e. the bourgeoisie of

Germany. In fact Mussolini has been endeavouring for several

months to further the demands of Germany. One remembers

the declarations he made to Theodor Wolff, editor of the Ber-

liner Tageblatt, in which he expressed enthusiastic support

for Germany's demand for colonies. At the meeting of the

League of Nations in September, Scialoja, the representative

of Italy, demonstratively supported the thesis of Herr Curtius,

the German Prime Minister, in the great questions of disarma-

ment etc. That Mussolini intends to exploit the agitation of

the Hitler people in order to strengthen the campaign of Italian

imperialism for the revision of the Treaties is beyond all doubt.

Mussolini's declamations, his call for universal fascism

are interpreted by the social fascist leaders, in particular in

France, as a declaration of war by the "forces of reaction"

on the "forces of peace and democracy". They are thus

endeavouring to represent as an ideological conflict what is

only a conflict of two equally hateful imperialist groups; and

they hope at the same time to divert attention from the war-

preparations of French imperialism and its allies. The French

workers must ruthlessly expose this criminal manoeuvre and

be on guard against the resurrection of social patriotism.

Another equally dangerous tendency is to allow the prole-

tarians of Germany to believe that the combined efforts of

Hitler and Mussolini could really break the fetters of the

Treaties. Hitler already showed himself in his true light when,

in order to please the blackshirts of Italy, he deleted from his

programme the demands which interest the German population

of South Tyrol. Mussolini has also shown his true colours.

In oder to size him up correctly it is only necessary to rem-

ember the regime to which the German and Slovenian mino-

rities in Italy are subjected. The revision of which the

champions of the hooked cross and the bundle of rods dream,

has nothing to do with the aspirations of the international

proletariat, which in response to the summons of the Com-

munist International has been openly fighting for eleven years

against the robber treaties.

The international proletariat knows that these treaties can

be done away with only by means of the common revolu-

tionary fight of the workers of the victor States and of the

defeated States for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie,

The Lackeys of His Majesty.

The Second Session of British Parliament Opens.

By J. T. Murphy (London).

With all the pomp and ceremony associated with the

bourgeois parliament, the MacDonald Government started the

second session. They got the King to spout the MacDonald

programme. That of course was a most fitting thing to do.

Are they not servants of the King? It is said that he delivered

the oration almost as good as MacDonald himself. And the

ladies rolled up in the wonderful motor cars and had a mar-

vellous dress parade. And Miss Ishbel MacDonald looked

"so outstanding" as if to royalty born. Of course in accor-

dance with the King's speech which MacDonald or his se-

cretary had prepared "they viewed with grave concern and

sympathy the continuance of heavy unemployment among so

many of My People". The concern was written on the as.

sembly. They laughed, they bowed to each other, they ad-

mired the wonderful dresses of gold and silver, the sparkling

crown of Her Majesty, the charm of Miss Ishbel, the flowing

gowns, dresses of the peeresses, the brilliant uniforms of the

military gentlemen. And they adjourned to eat, drink and be

merry in due concern for the continuance of heavy unemploy-

mont among "so many of My People".

And then to the House of Commons. The railway trade

union leader Mr. Charlton appeared in his Sunday best suit to

tell the "House" that he was honoured, indeed his consti-

tuency was honoured, the railway men were honoured, with

the honour bestowed upon him to move

„That an humble address be presented to His Majesty

as followeth :

"Most Gracious Sovereign, We Your Majesty's

most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of the

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-

land, in Parliament assembled, beg leave to offer

our humble thanks to Your Majesty for the Gracious

Speech which your Majesty has addressed to both

Houses of Parliament."

There! Does not that make you feel happy? Ifnot

you must be very ungrateful indeed. At least Mr. Charlton,

the ex-railwaymen and now trade union leader, felt happy, so

happy that had His Gracious Majesty bad him crawl on his

belly he would have gladly done it.

And what of the contents of this "Most Gracious Speech"?

To begin with it expresses not only the sorrow of His Ma-

jesty concerning unemployment but goes on to tell us how

unlucky he and his Majesty's Government and the landlords

and capitalists are. It says "Economic depression unfortu-

nately continues to dominate the markets of the world and

the accompanying restriction of international trade is felt with

particular severity in those industries which are specially

dependent on export" . But be of good cheer, His Gracious

Majesty not so long ago decided to purchase six new motor

cars not because he really wanted them or had need of

them but to ease the depression and find work for the un-

employed. And please do not forget that My ladies have

lengthened their dresses and their gowns, their silks and

satins, all to help the "basic industries". Isn'that good of them?

Doesn't show a real concern for the unemployed?

But that is not all. The Gracious Speech from His Majesty

written by Mr. MacDonald world renowned as a leader of the

Second International also told us:

"My Government will persist in its efforts to develop

and extent home, imperial and foreign trade and to help in

measures which will lead to greater efficiency in industry."

If that does not cheer the hearts of the working class then

the workers are an ungrateful lot. Why, the Labour Govern-

ment is going to help them to produce still cheaper and knock

out the dirty foreigner. It is going to continue helping every

capitalist to get two men to do the work of three for less

wages. It is prepared to continue organising the bosses

on a more efficient basis, helping them to develop monopolies,

to close down "uneconomic factories and pits and railway

lines".

It does not stop there. It promises more "good" times

for the unemployed. The Unemployment Insurance fund is
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bankrupt. It is £60,000,000 overdrawn. So now after the work

of a three party committee, i. e. a committee composed of

representatives of the Labour Party, the Tory Party and the

Liberal Party, it is going to establish a "Royal Commission"

to review the unemployment insurance fund and find ways

and means of finding that sixty million pounds. How? Well

there are three possible ways. One, make the employed

workers pay more into the fund. Second, cut down benefits.

Third, disqualify a lot of workers who are now receiving

benefit. Here is "real" sympathy.

Then His Gracious Majesty's Speech says that the time

has come to send the industrial workers "back to the Land".

Every man his own cabbage patch ! And what do you think

to this? The Government and His Gracious Majesty have been

reading of the Five-Year Plan in the Soviet Union and they

have got a great idea. England is to be the land of large

State farms. And they are not going to be long to the workers.

They are going to prove that capitalism is not bankrupt, that

it can beat the Workers Republic at its own game. It is

going to have its own great capitalist farms. None of your

workers farms for us. But real capitalist farms. Back to the

land ye miners, ye railwaymen and engineers and learn how

the Labour Government solves the problems of capitalism.

And then it makes some promises that were in the first

King's Speech of the Labour Government. It says once more

that it will raise the school leaving age to fifteen, it will

amend the law about the trades unions . It will amend the

factory acts. Of course it promised these things before. What

you think that the Llandudno Conference is forcing their

hands and compelling them to repeal the Trades Dispute Act?

Not on your life. The Speeches of the Conference were for the

repeal but the resolution of the conference only spoke of

amending the law. So please do not get the idea that some

radical virous has suddenly penetrated the veins of the Labour

Government.

Listen to Mr. Charlton, the railwayman of yesterday,

the trade union official of to-day, the mover of the "Humble

address" . He made things wonderfully clear to "His Most

Gracious Majesty" . He said: "The modern trade union

leader has quite a different task to perform from those who

preceded him. My own experience on the railways and I

believe every railway director and officer will bear me out-

is that we have created order by our trade union efforts and

by the co-operation of the trade unions with the manage-

ment, and I am sure there is not a director or officer who

would ask for the abolition of trade unionism on the rail-

ways."

In order to complete the picture of this happy fraternity

with His Most Gracious Majesty and the railway directors

and the capitalists and landlords, ladies and gentlemen we

quote the following from the Minister of Transport, Mr. Her-

bert Morrison:

"I want every business man and every business

manager to realise that the Labour Government is not their

enemy, but that every Minister in this government wants

to treat him as a man and a brother, and help to make his

commercial or industrial enterprise more successful than

it has been in the past."

Fascist Sejm Elections in the Polish

Rural Districts.

By K. Leski (Warsaw).

The present Sejm elections furnish new proof that the

revolutionisation and militancy of the working masses are

making great strides forward. This is taking place the more

rapidly the more the position of the peasant masses deterio-

rates and the heavier the fascist yoke presses upon them.

Lack of land is one of the constant causes of the grow-

ing poverty of the peasants, as well as of the increasing un-

employment in the rural districts. For even according to fas-

cist statistics there are three million people in the "over-

populated" rural districts who are unable to obtain employ-

ment. The terrible economic crisis and also the rule of the

fascist dictatorship are further causes which are driving the

landless and also the small and middle peasant into the deep-

est misery. By means of taxes and fines the Pilsudski Govern-

ment is queezing every possible penny out of the poor peasants

and does not even shrink from taking away the last cow or

the last piece of bed clothing. The poor peasant has never

received the land that has so often been promised him by

the social fascist political swindlers. On the contrary. he

is being deprived by the big landowners of the little land he

still possesses.

The position of the agricultural labourers is no less ter-

rible. The landworkers employed on the big estates are de-

prived of the possibility of keeping two cows; their wages are

reduced and they are subjected to an increasing and murder-

ous exploitation. Increasing misery and growing hunger are

opening the eyes of the working peasants to the true cha-

racter of bourgeois rule, of the fascist dictatorship and of

the national fascist peasant parties. Therefore the peasants,

just like the workers, are more and more frequently taking

up the revolutionary fight for improvement of their position,

for the expropriation of the big landowners without compen-

sation, against the rule of the bourgeoisie, against the fascist

dictatorship and for the workers and peasants government.

Finally, they are more and more streaming into the Communist

Party and into the revolutionary peasant parties such as

"United Peasants Left" , "Samopomoc" (Self-Help) which is

mainly active in Poland proper, the Ukrainian "Selrob-Unity "

and the White Russian "Zmagania".

The whole of the international proletariat views to-day

with admiration the heroic fight which the working peasants

in the Western Ukraine are waging against the Polish big

landowners and usurpers. But in Poland itself, as well as

in White Russia, the wave of fights which the poor peasants

and agricultural workers are conducting is growing more

and more.

Thus in July last a crowd of peasants numbering 10,000

besieged the premises of the "Starostei" in Przasnysz and

smashed all the windows as a protest against the heavy

taxation, against the terrorism and brutality of the tax offi-

cials, who rob the village poor of their last crust. In August last

several hundred peasants in the village of Wierzbnica offered

fierce resistance to the compulsory redivision of the land.

At many municipal meetings the peasants have refused to

sanction the expenditure on the "Strelee" ("rifleman"-a semi-

militarist fascist organisation) and on the "League for Defence

against Gas", and in this way protested against preparations

for war against the Soviet Union as well as against the ex-

tortionate taxes. Cases in which the peasants refuse to per-

form soccage work (compulsory building of streets and roads),

are becoming more frequent.

In response to the call of the peasant parties which have

entered the elections as an anti-fascist workers' and peasants"

bloc, numerous district and local meetings of peasant delegates

have taken place dealing with the question of organising the

election campaign.

These meetings were exceedingly well attended. Thus,

for instance, those which were held in the districts which

are under the influence of the "Samopomoc" had an average

attendance of 300 delegates. It is also significant that these

meetings were attended by peasants who have broken away

from the social fascist P. P. S. and from such national fas-

cist parties as "Wyzvolenie", "Stronnictwo", "Chlopskie",

"Stapiski Party" etc. In the Tarnobrzeg district, which at

one time returned Comrade Dombal to the Sejm, the whole

committee of the local organisation of the Stapinski Party

has gone over to the fight against fascism.

In spite of the terror of the police, who often arrested all

those attending the peasant meetings, these meetings elected

electoral committees and put up candidates.

The campaign for collecting signatures for the election

lists has assumed a mass character and has become a power-

ful political campaign. Every peasant who signed the anti-

fascist election lists knew, however, that fascism will revenge

itself on him. Nevertheless the number of peasants' signatures

to the anti-fascist election lists is far greater than the legally

prescribed minimum number. In addition, the peasants often

have their signatures legally attested in order to obviate the

elections being annulled on the pretext that the signatures are

not genuine.

But the greater the energy displayed by the revolutionary

peasants, the more cruel is the fascist persecution. It is al-

ready known that the election lists of "Samopomoc", as well

as of "Selrob Unity" and "Zmagania", have been annulled.

And now the returning officers, with the active help of re-

presentatives of the opposition parties, including the P. P. S.,




