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The Revolutionary Movement in Africa
By G. PAD M ORE.

The revolutionary m ovem ent in A frica  is rapidly assuming new forms of a 
higher political character. The anti-imperialist struggle is passing over from the 
agitational stage to open  mass dem onstrations of the w orkers and peasants, as 
w ell as armed clashes with the military forces of imperialism.

South Africa

The revolts which have broken  out in various sections of A frica , during the 
past year show the w ide extent to which the m ilitancy and radicalisation of the 
Black toiling masses is taking place. For exam ple, in the Union of South Africa, 
the struggles betw een  the native population  and the British and Boer im perialists 
are m ore acute today than ever before . Several armed clashes have occu rred  in 
the most important industrial centers of the country betw een  the b lack  workers 
and the armed forces of South A frican  fascist dictatorship.

These .struggles culm inated in one of the most militant dem onstrations in 
Durban on Dingaan’s Day (D ecem ber the 16th, 1930). D espite the attempt of the 
police  to prohibit the w orkers from demonstrating, thousands of natives headed 
by  the Communist vanguard bearing a red banner defied  the po lice  and took  
possession of the streets. Hundreds of police  re -en forced  by  arm ed bands of 
fascist-hooligans made a vicious assault upon the dem onstrators w ho stood their 
grounds and retaliated, blow for blow.

East Africa

Revolutionary ferment is also assuming w ider and w ider proportions in East 
A frica . The British so -ca lled  Labour G overnm ent tries to con cea l its repressive 
colon ial policy  with "le ft"  phrases about "param ouncy of native interests", but the 
conditions of the toiling masses in K enya and the other colon ies is hardly any 
better than slavery. The K enya G overnm ent tries to crush all manifestations of 
political awakening among the natives b y  suppressing their organizations ot 
struggle, but the revolutionary m ovem ent continues to bring in increasing masses 
of toilers. B ecause of this general unrest, the British "L abour" G overnm ent 
through its colon ia l minister, Lord Passfield, has recently  enacted a law which 
makes it a criminal offense for natives to co lle ct  funds for any purpose excep t 
religious. The ob ject of this law is to  prevent the w orkers, especially  the agri­
cultural labourers, who are sem i-serfs on the plantations of the white landlords 
from developing any effective  organized methods of struggle. F or instance, the 
Kikuyu Central Association, the on ly  revolutionary political organization among



the natives of K enya has been  declared illegal. Y et in the face of this open 
im perialist terror and oppression, M acD onald has the nerve to talk about “ trustee­
ship o f native interests", in the recen tly  published W hite Papers. The Africans, 
how ever, can no longer be fooled  by  such hypocritica l gestures of the social- 
fascist, the open  defenders of British imperialism. The East A frican  toilers are 
still carrying on agitation on the plantations and on the reserves, and w ill find 
new form s and methods of organizing their forces in order to drive the landlords 
and the official representatives and agents of British imperialism out of 
their country.

British W est Africa

In order to find a solution of the present financial situation the British colonial 
governm ents, as w ell as the various com m ercial interests w ho dom inate the e con o ­
mic life o f W est A frica  are cutting their A frican  staffs, while at the same time the 
governm ents are increasing taxation  on the toiling population. This led to a 
revolt in the South Eastern p rovince of Nigeria, in D ecem ber 1929. The peasant 
wom en refused to pay the special tax which the governm ent attem pted to im pose 
upon them. O ver 30,000 wom en dem onstrated and drove the tax co llectors away 
from their villages. Native soldiers com m anded by  European officers w ere used 
against the dem onstrators. A b ou t 83 w om en w ere shot and 87 others w ounded 
b efore  the uprising was suppressed.

The most recent peasant outbreak occu rred  in Sierra Leone during the middle 
of February 1931. This was one o f the most serious outbreaks which has broken 
out the W est Coast since the crisis. D espite the attempts of the British G overn­
ment to suppress all inform ation about the uprising, the native petty-bourgeois 
press of Sierra Leone openly writes that the principal causes for the revolt w ere 
econom ic. Hundreds of natives led b y  a bataillon of 50 men armed with guns 
invaded the Kambia District in Sierra Leone which lies next to the neighbouring 
French co lon y  of Guinea. In February the peasants under a man calfed Hydare, 
a N egro moslem leader w ho is rep orted  to have had tremendous influence over 
the natives of Kambia, thousands o f whom he converted to Mohamedanism, 
organized an anti-imperialist m ovem ent against the British government. A fter 
arming his follow ers H ydare raised the standard o f revolt by  calling upon the 
peasants to refuse to pay their hut taxes and to drive the British officials away 
from the province. Hydare also dem anded that all crow n land in the protectorate 
o f Sierra Leone be con fiscated and d iv ided up among the landless peasants in 
order that they might be able to grow  food  to feed themselves in view  of the 
fact that the palm kernels industry which is their ch ief cource of incom e, has 
com pletely  collapsed due to overproduction . In order to avoid starvation the 
peasants are turning their attention to the cultivation of food  crops, such as 
rice, but the governm ent officials, are opp osed  to this and are demanding the 
im mediate paym ent of taxes. H ydare's agitation had tremendous influence 
throughout the Kambia province. The British G overnm ent attem pted to arrest 
him, but the natives threatened death to all Europeans w ho entered their territory. 
The situation becam e so alarming that the Central G overnm ent in Free-T ow n 
ordered a detachm ent of the R oyal W est A frican  Frontier F orce  to the scene of 
the rebellion . The soldiers, m ostly natives drawn from the other sections o f Sierra 
Leone, com m anded by  British officers, w hile attempting to embark in Kambia 
w ere fired upon by the insurgents. Skirmishes fo llow ed  during the course of which 
several natives and soldiers w ere killed including H ydare and Captain H. J. 
Holmes, the English o fficer in com mand of the troops. A fter several days of 
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lighting the soldiers thanks to their overwhelm ing numbers and superior arms were 
able to put dow n the revolt. A fter this the most repressive campaign was 
launched. Hundreds of huts of natives w ho took  parts in the uprising w ere burnt 
to the ground, and men and wom en arrested and thrown into jail or deported 
from the territory.

Task of International Revolutionary Labour Movement.

The international revolutionary movement, especia lly  the Communist Party 
of Great Britain and the Britain Section  of the League Against Imperialism must 
render every possible assistance to this growing revolutionary m ovem ent in A frica.

May 1-st Struggles in South Africa
By J. P. S e p  e n g  (Johannesburg).

The First o f M ay 1931 has shown a historical point in Johannesburg unknown 
before in the history of South A frica . In January of this year the U nited may Day 
Com mittee sent an invitation to the Communist Party and Native trade Unions 
asking delegates to attend their Com m ittee. Four delegates w ere sent from 
various Unions, tw o being Europeans and tw o being natives. A s soon as the 
members of the United M ay Day Com m ittee saw the tw o native delegates, they 
becam e indifferent, and thereupon passed a resolution saying that no natives 
should be included in their Com mittee. A s these native delegates left the meeting, 
some of the Europeans left with them in protest. A  C onference was convened  
by the Communist Party, and A frican  Federation of Trade Unions, and set up an 
all in all Com mittee called  the African May Day Committee,

On Friday, M ay 1st., three meetings w ere held, at N ew tow n Square another 
at the Trades Hall, and the third at the City Hall. A t about 11 a. m. the procession  
m arched from the City Hall to the Trade Hall, and thence to the N ew tow n Square 
where the contingents met. The attendance was b y  that time about 6,000, white 
and black. T w o platforms w ere set up and both black  and white speakers 
addressed the huge gathering.

A t 11.45 a. m, the meeting d ecided  to march to the City Hall and sw eep aw ay 
the meeting of the reactionary U nited M ay Day Com mittee. The workers 
assem bled under their respective  banners such as the Communist Party, S. A . 
U nem ployed W orkers Union, Garment W orkers Union, Furniture and M attress 
W orkers Union, Clothing W orkers Union, Laundry W orkers Union, Bakery 
W orkers Union (Ikaka La Basebenzi), (Labour D efence) and such banners bearing
the inscription: Down with starvation of the Government! Chisani A m apasi!_____
Burn the passes). Down with Pirow’s Slave Laws! —  N o W age Cuts! —  (W eg met 
w erkeloosheid). —  Down with Unemployment! and Defend the Soviet Union!

The dem onstration organized by  the A frican  M ay Day Com m ittee marched 
along to the Pass O ffice  and hostile shouts and boos w ere made to the officials, 
accom panied by  cries o f “ W e  W ant Bread" —  “ W e  W ant W ork ” . T hence to 
Marshall Square (P o lice  Barracks) with the same hisses and cries. A t the City 
Hall the meeting of the U nited M ay Day Com m ittee was in progress, about 200 
strong. The dem onstrators crow ded  to suffocation  round the platforms and w ere


