White Man’s Justice in Africa
by GEORGE PADMORE

shEx et the Paramount Ruler of Bechuanaland, has been suspended by the British Government

I because he ordered a white man by the name of Phincas Mclntosh to be flogged after he had

been found guilty of debauching native wamen of the Bamanpwate tribe in the Protectorate of
Bechuanaland.

The Fﬂiﬁri{iﬂ-n.ﬂ, who are ever rr.-ad}' to advance the interests of British l.'sqszl;alisl;sr are 'I.ITiiiiihp; the
present situation to revive their campaign for the annexation of Bechuanaland and to bring it under the
complete domination of the Government of the Union of South Africa. They hope that in this way
they will be able to achieve what Cecil Rhodes failed to accom lish—pamely, robhing the natives of
Bechuanaland of their lands and turning them into slave labour for exploiting the mineral resources of
the country, just a5 has been done in the Transvaal and other sections of the South African Union,

Albready Crencral Smuts and Mr. N, C. Havenga, the Minister of Finance, have been discussing with
Mr. . H. Thomas, Secretary of State for the Dominions, the taking over of Bechuanaland,

A military farce of two hundred British marines with field guns under the command of Admiral E. R.
Evans, commaonly known as ** Evans of the Breke,” recently marched into Bechuanaland, took possession
of Serowe, the capital, and deposed Tshekedi,

Shortly after the arrival of Admiral Evans, the Acting High Commissioner of Bechuanaland in
place of Sir Herbert Stanley, a court of inquiry was instituted for the purpose of investigating the reason
why Melntosh had been ardered 1o be fogged. The commission was composed of Captain H. P. Neal,
the Assistant Resident Comemissioner, Mr, M. E. Licsching, the political Secretary of the High Come
missioner, and Captain (. E. Nettleton, a British mapistrate, who, however, excused himself from

participating.
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The court of inquiry held its session
under an awning in the shade of a large
tree, surrounded by a guard of marines
with fixed bayonets. At some distance
away behind a wire fence between
fifteen o twenty thousand natives
squatted on the ground, cag el--
inpg th l_"'.i.-llll’l"i-lr stion of ** white man's
||.|"|[

The |'-rim' 1l IE!__:u.'u,- in this whaole
meladrama was ||J|r|.|.-'J|II].I chief Tshe-
kedi, a young man of about twenty-
|.':|_rh|:,:wirl}' dressedin European .1!1ir'|;',_
bearing all the hall-marks of 2 cultivated
African chieftain. He occupied a seat
within the barbed wire enclosure, next
to his lawyer, Mr. Douglas Buchanan,
K.C.; who, however, was not permitted
0 Crods-cXamine Witnesscs, nor (o ad-
dreds the court on behalf of his client.

After the president of the court had
explained the purpose of the inguiry—
b indd ot the reason why the
f had ardered the whiteman to be
angn‘l— I'shekeds was called upon to
giw; evidence,

He stated that Bechuanaland was not
a colony, but a Protectorate of Great
H"iIJ.iu; that the ]!:kl‘l":l.l'lE_“'l .-ﬂr*]l:
were never conguered by British arms :
and had always reserved the right of administering justice to natives
||.-.'\.s |11-.|. customs of the tribe. He then went on to state that Melneosh was ;
ite Bechuanaland fram the Union of South Africa. For vears he |-Hl.1
with whem he had ..u:.-|'r||~|c"¢|1. sdentificd himself |_|'|. .|l.u.|1l i
He, hawever, was 4 man of lpose and dissolute character wha had lrl.q.lclllh been found g
marive court of ;Iruukqu-w-;ﬂ and seducing African women. He was the Iamrrnf a IILII'Il'\II.'I
mate children by native girls whom he ill-treated. Realising i demoralising sort
of creature Mc I"u‘ns.h '\.u.- [s-|'|.r|-:m|1 s-..|.|I.| !]'u.l |||. I ﬁd "l zdr: r<‘|"R "-Hllar 115 h administratars

md whites alike, accord

iman who had
the Bamang-
l ||J'|\.I. -.1.|.-\.|:|'\-|'||-i

Loy l:h,z'

h anather white man by the name of Hes
|a|‘l.'3€|’!\.|| was forced to take action himself,

espe 5 ged, '-|-|::
MeMam l:-.' u'||||||‘_ .|-:||.|.1|- ta I!|'|l: H.l.~u|-:r 1.'|:||,.rh{ that '|'u'

McIntosh was summoned before the K,aar"--' or native parliament, and after evidence had been given
against him, Tshekedi ordered that he should be Aogged. The chief's bodyguard, sceing Mclntosh
l,1j,|k|1 £r |1:.|.l,.|z'|_1} their ruler, and ':-|_|1|:1.||th that he was about to assault I:I‘l‘kl.(h rushed on Mclntosh

.I"h.l. struck 1||:||'| several blows,

ble fesiure about this whole incident 15 thig : when Melntozh was called upon 'H. thec

.|!mn of -|-||,|-. £y to stabe his -\J.v:"l ke said that as far as he person -.||1 wasd concerned I'.n' Was prrr: 'I'p

fied with T'shekedi's judement and had no complaines tc ake. He admitted drunk
ping natives to drink. He also admitted assanlting a native who had struck an Africs

with whom he was living in a |'||.|-. man and wife.

‘T'shekedi’s secretary, in giving his evidence, said, ** Recently complaints had been made concerning
Meclntosh's treatment of a native girl by whom he had a child, and also concerning ather girls, many of
whom had been enticed away from their native villages. But that the officials paid no attention to his
appeal.' Furthermore, " Mefwissh lived fke swrielves, in warive forkisn. The owiy difference twas thar his
shim goar swhire,” (Emphasis ours.)
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Although Mclntosh did not make any complaints against the chief with whose jui_?mmt he expressed

satisFaction, as soon as the Eu i officials heard that a white man had been fogp
mobilised their armed forces and marched into Bechuanaland,

Admiral Evans was away on vacation at the time, but he quickly hurried to the scene in arder to demone
srate to chief Tehekedi that a ** nigger,” no matter how cutraged he and his people might be, has no
right to judge a white man, even one of the proven character of Mclntash.

The white man's prestige in Africa must be maintained ! Furthermore, the imperialists saw in this
affair a favourable opportunity for carrying through their long desice for the economic penctration
of Bechuanaland.

In order to appreciate the imperialist motive behind this whole affair, it is first of all necessary for the
reader to get 4 clear picture of the relationship which exists between Bechuanaland and Great Britain,

Here is a country with an area of 275,000 square miles ; with tremendous unexploited mineral and agri-
cultural resources. Bechusanaland, Swaziland and Basutcland are the anly remaining parts of South Africa
which have not yet been annexed and reduced to the status of colonies of British imperialism. As Pro-
tectorates they still retain 4 certain amount of political independence.

Bechuanaland is divided up into a number N’chinﬁ::im:h'ips. I‘I.u.m:mg\:g,[-: is the most important,
Each chief is responsible for the administration of his own territary, under the ** protection ™ IDFIﬂI: King
of England, who is represented on the spot by a Resident Commissioner, who in tuen works under the
direction of a High Commissioner with headquarters in Mafeking, Cape Province. This in brief is the
political status of Bechuanaland within the British Empire.

Chief Tshekedi is not the rightful king of the Bamangwate peaple. He is only acting a5 regent during
the minority of his nephew, Seretse, 4 boy of eleven, the son of the former king Sekpome, who died in
1925, Tshekedi, however, is the son of Kbawr, the modt famous king of Bechuanaland, one of the
greatest reformers of Africa. It was during the life of Khama that many administrative and social reforms
were introduced and that alcohol was strictly forbidden in Bechuanaland.

Tshekedi was a student at the native university of Lovedale in Cape Colony, but before he could
complete his academic career he was called home to assume the leadership of his people on behalf of his
YOUREer nephew.

I}luring these years, Tshekeds, !n:n.| to the traditions of his father, has devoted himself with all his
encrRy and resources to improving the economic and social conditions of his people. Like his father,
Tshekedi is rightly jealous of the political independence of his country, and has had o fight agrainet all
the machimaticns of the capitalists ; especially the Brinich Sk dfeics Company, with a capital of
A6, g70,000, which is not satisfied with the mining concessions obtained in 1030, but i determined 1o
annex Bechuanaland and the ather hﬂ!i':;mlﬂ!l'DH1ﬁ and place them under the Union Government
50 s to apen the way for the unhampered exploitation of these territories,

Ever mindful of what his father once wrote to the British Government: ** o fight agafwir drink if fo
Jopht aprint demons and wed againgd men, [ dread the white men's drink move thaw il the agasies (apeard)of
the Matadele,” Tshekedi has had to wape a ruthless fighe against the European Hquor mraders. He has
made the consumption of aleohel 3 cardinal offence.

Conscious of the degradation which all subject peoples are reduced to, once finance-capital gets a
foothold in a backward country, Tshekedi has consistently refused to surrender the political rights of
his people and be ruled by Negro-hatin liticians in Pretoria,

|g|:|:.‘|lu3r: of this anti-imperiahst attitude Tshekedi is persews men gravie with the powers that be, He is
hated by them, they have done everything possible to undermine his authority ; but thanks to his devotion
to the enlightenment of his race and the advancement of Bechuan aland, the European officials have never
been able to inveigle him inte any position whereby they could pet rid of him.

Commenting on the hostile artitude of white South Africa towards Bechuanaland and other sclf-

rning native territerics, Dr. Raymond Leslie Bucll, one of the foremost authorities on Africa, states
in his book The Native Prodlem in Africa 1 * The people of Sawth Africa have recurrentiy advecated the aamexa-
tizw of thete prorecierarer.” (Vol. i, 191.) Furthermore, in order to ruin the economic basis of the
natives, whose chief occupation is cattle rairing, the South African Government has imposed an embargo
upen their animaks, The proclamation states avser afie : ** It is the policy of the Union Government to
ohibit the entrance of cattle from Bechuanaland except the animals weigh not less than 1,000 pounds
in the case of oxen and 740 pounds in the case of cows.” {]:"z\nrhlmnﬁnn%’k"{}. 4o of 1926.)
This shows the extent to which economic warfare has been carried on againse the blacks.
The Mclntosh incident i now being wtilised by the officials who are merely tools of the powerful
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British South Africa Company, and its director, Lord Lloyd, former High Commissioner for E and
ardent isnperialise, to get rid of all opposition. This is most evident, judging from the remarks of Admiral
Ewvans, who, at the close of the inquiry, delivered a most arrogant and bombastic tirade apainst Tshekedi
in which he sid : * Although you are known to be a decent, l:Ln-'i\'EIH: mian, anda clever man, you have
frequently fouted the Administration, while professing loyalty and allegiance to the King. You admit
flogging a European after judging him in your own mative Courts. . . .

" ¥ow have set o very bad example & yeur pwon tribe and sther chiefs, It appears thar youwr svermasering
pataiten ds yoar elfiskees and yowr stwdy -:f:wr an persoual rights and privilfeper.

** For your deliberate and Bagrant vielation of 3 Protectorate law well known to you, I shall suspend
you from the exercise of your functions as acting chief at his Majesty's pleasure, and you will not be
allowed to reside in the I;h.mangws.tn Reserve,”

‘T'his diatribe lets the cat out of the hzg| It affords us the best revelation of the pcn-:rl!r:d sense of
Hritish ** justice.” Here s 2 white official, surroundexd by the armed might of the most powerful imperialist
state of the world, invading the territory of an unarmed and defenceless people, showering abuse upon
a mative ru|t'r hcfrm: his tnbe, On the one h:m|:. thia laetle Muisoling admits that ehief Tahekedi iz a man
af |.|nir1|.|'m|;[1!h||: character=——a teitimony which even his oppressors are -.-ampctlnl {17 in.l.l'l|5ﬂ|}" admit.
Hut his great crime is that he is * sclfish Frand that ke is * jealous of his personal rights and privileges.”
What are these ** personal rights and privileges "'F

Surely Tshekedi cannot be aceused of being a despot or 4 man with any ambitions for personal power.
Far during the course of the inguiry, the Rev. A. M. Chirgwin, of an English Missionary Society, working
among the Bamangwatees, told the commission of inquiry that * Thbebed? oo @ Sord-soarking, welish
rueler, seekimg only the good of Kir people . . . feorward looking, courivaily progresive, convineed of the valig
of education.
£ He mainiaing a schsodof 700 at b otow expense. . o . He i ot an awtocrat buy the mawthpiece of hispesple. . . "

This staternent is the unanimous testimony of all who knew the young chief—a man who has been
entrusted to the Regency of his young nephew and has never manifested any desire to usurp power.

Because Tshekedi is opposed to the absorption of his country within the political jurisdiction of the
South African Union, the Government is determined to get rid of him by hook or crock. Furthermare,
the white man’s prestige must be rigidl ||ph,¢|d.. For how can the British |:11pcri:|.|is.1s.1.'nnti:n ue to maintain
their :Irﬁng|t—h¢ dever hundreds of millions of Megroes, Indians and other coloured races, onece it becomes
known that an African chief of Bechuanaland in Enlﬁzmling the morals of his prople and the chastity of
their women ordered the flogging of a Nordic?

‘The mentality of the British overlords is exactly the sameas Hitler"s and the Nazis', who are persecuting
the Jews on account of their race.

I Africa, a white man is 2 white man, no matter whether be be the King of Enghind or a drunken
degenerate like Mclntosh ; while o black man s a * nigger,” a despised and contemptible creature to
lse hamiliated amd dcguded irrzsp:ﬂ'iw: of the Fact that he bears the irreproachable character of 3 Tshekedi

Therefore, it is no salrprim that the London Duify Madl, the maout Pil:\{\r of that British fascist, Lard
Rarkermers, writes:

“* [ susch a country as South Africa, where one and a half million whites live among six million coloured
people, and in such a protectorate as Bechuanaland, where there are only 1,700 Edropeans among © 50,000
natives, such conduct as Tshekedis cannot be permitted.™

So white men, rich and poor, high and low, must always stand together to ** keep the * niggers’ in
their place.”

“ Evans of the Beake "—Viceroy of Bechuanalind, cock-hatted and spurred, surrounded by the
armed might of the best armed imperialist state of the warld, has demonstrated by his melodramatic
display before the Bamangwate people the true charscter of British " justice.” :

R]:. J. H. Thomas, the Secretary for the Dominions, realising the effect whlrh this wm_:ld h_a\'n
upon the colonial peoples of the Empire, tried to save Elr:;mtigcof' British imperialism by re-instating
T'shekedi—but only after the young chicf had been forced to sign a statement surrendering his right to
try 2 white man before 4 native court.  No matter how the politicians ar Whitchall try to whitewash
this affair, the attitude of Admiral Evans has once and for all remaved before the whole world the
hypocritical mask behind which British imperialists masquerade as the * trustees ™ and ™ protectors i
of the so-called backward races. : i

The Negroes in South Africa may well thank Admiral Evans for gi\-i ng them such a dramatic exhibition
of " cokite man's jerrice.”
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