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Industrialized Soviet Backs Red Army

OW is it, many people are asking,
H that the Soviet Union, despite the
fact that its chief arsenals, Furo-
pean Russian and the Ukraine, were
destroyed, is able to produce at this
decisive mioment a superiority of arms
and war weapons? The answer lies in
the fact that the Soviet Union is the only
country in the world where erstwhile
subject territories of imperialism have
been transformed from backward regions
into highly industrialized centers.

Long before the Russian revolution,
Lenin stressed that the granting of the
right of self-determination to the subject
races and oppressed nationalities was in
itself merely a gesture innocent of mean-
ing unless they were given assistance in
exercising the right in practice. This
was possible only if they were rendered
aid in achieving a higher standard of
civilization as speedily as possible. The
esgential prerequisite for this condition
was the control of the State authority by
the proletariat, who would abolish
capitalism and socialize the means of
production ; that is, the land, the factor-
ies, the mines, and so forth. Lenin
never regarded the establishment of a
proletarian dictatorship as just an end
in itself but as the necessary circum-
stance for bringing about the fraternity
of peoples and nationalities in building
the new civilization along socialist lines.

Hence the consolidation of the various
administrative units into a multinational
state, the U. S. S. R,, provided the
political instrument through which the
Bolsheviks were able to tackle the eco-
nomic and cultural problems inherited
from Czarism. However, the transition
towards industrial development pre-
sented formidable difficulties. The super-
stition and ignorance of centuries had to
be uprooted ; the struggle against abject
poverty and disease had to be attacked.
Nomadic tribes had to be encouraged to
settle ; age-old religious and tribal feuds
had to be adjusted. But the outstanding
problem raised by the necessity to push
forward industrial development in a
country overwhelmingly agrarian was
::lh:sts of the creation of a skilled working

Such a class hardly existed outside the
old industrial cities of Moscow, Lenin-
grad, Kiev, Kharkov, and Odessa. In
the former colonial regions of the Czarist
empire there were oppressors and
oppressed, feudal landlords and serfs,
but not a middle class and a proletariat.
The Russian capitalists had been content
to exploit such wealth as was easily
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War-time production is being
carried on in sections of the
Soviet Union which, until a few
years ago, were backward farm
districts and waste lands. Plan-
ning and cooperation, says this
author, have 1wrought the
miracle

accessible, and had not developed the
natural resources of Central Asia even
to the limited extent that British imper-
ialism has done in Africa and India.

The Cities Grow

Within the Soviet Union as a whole
the urban population at the outset was
some 19 per cent. The proportion in
the Tartar Republic, for instance, was
11 per cent, in Kazakstan it was 8 per
cent. In the Autonomous Republics of
the Chuvash and the Yakut in the R. S.
F. S. R. some 5 per cent only. And even
these and other outlying urban popula-
tions were largely Russian. Little more
than 300 out of every 10,000 occupied
persons in the Soviet Union were en-
gaged in industry. This figure dwindled
to tapering point in the Central Asian
and Trans-Caucasian territories, where
it ranged down from between 85 to 9.
Here again it was made up chiefly of
emigrant Great Russian workers. Rus-
sian workers in Turkmenistan accounted
for more than a quarter of the Russian
population there, scarcely 2 per cent of
the Turkmans being industrial workers.
Even in the Ukraine, among the most
industralized of the subjected territories,
there was little difference in the propor-
tions between urban and rural laborers.
The town workers were mainly Great
Russian, the Ukrainians almost exclu-
sively peasants. Moreover, Central

* Asia, because of climatic and soil condi-

tions was sparsely populated. Even in
1939, the combined populations of the
S. S. Republics of Uzbekistan, Tadjikis-
tan, Kirghizstan, Kazakstan and Turk-
menistan numbered only 13 millions;
less than the British West African
colony of Nigeria, which has a popula-
tion of 21,000,000.

In such a situation it was left for the
Bolsheviks to do for the Soviet East
what capitalism has accomplished in
Africa, India, and elsewhere; that is, to
break down tribal and feudal society, but
to go further than imperialism and raise
up the primitive races from tribalism
and the pre-capitalist forms of social pro-
duction to higher standards of life with-

out passing through the hazards of the
intermediary capitalist stage.

The process of proletarianization went
on simultaneously with the industrial
revolution in these Asiatic territories.
This was first started with the assistance
of the Russian proletariat of Moscow,
Leningrad and other advanced sections,
who were used by the Communist Party
and the Soviet Government to create
cadres from the native populations of the
hackward national regions. These cadres
were then used to train further numbers
of indigenous workers in skilled labor.
Besides the expert technicians and some
skilled operatives from the existing Rus-
sian proletariat and from abroad, chiefly
Americans. vast numbers of unskilled
Asiatic workers were recruited from the
indigenous populations.

Riches from the Earth

The Gosplan set up in 1921 made a
survey of the natural resources of the
whole of the vast area of the Soviet

Union and the redistribution of industry

so as to utiiize the wealth of the land at
the source. No longer were the Asiatic
sections of the country to be skimmed to
feed the industrial centers of the erst-
while dominant people, the Great Rus-
sions. Wherever riches could be wrested
from the earth, there the industries
would be placed. This is in marked con-
trast to the system of Imperialism, which
uses colonial areas as agrarian hinter-
lands for the benefit of the industrialized
metropolitan country, thereby keeping
the natives backward and poor.

Never before in history was there such
a gigantic program of planned develop-
ment. To enable the former colonial
areas to catch up quickly with the more
industrialized parts of the Union, the
largest proportions of the capital invest-
ment was allotted to them. Inasmuch as
these Asiatic territories are fruitful
sources of raw materials, the Soviet
Union as a whole would gain doubly
from this policy. The more backward
areas would be brought to the level of
the more advanced, so paving the way
for the further progress of all, while at
the same time they would be laying the
basis of those heavy metallurgical indus-
tries of which the Union stood most in
need. In helping forward the level of
development amongst the former colonial
peoples. the Russians were also helping
themselves. The good of one verily
reacted to the good of all, as demon-
strated today.

The policy of devoting the greater
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aggregations of capital investment to the
former colonies had its reward in the
enormaus excess of output in the basic
industries over the estimates of the Five-
Year Plan. Such results are impossible
of achievement under Imperialism. Cer-
tainlv nowhere in Africa could one
envisage the establishment of production
on the Soviet scale or basis, all redound-
ing to the common good. In Africa, the
proletarianization of the native peoples
has gone hand in hand with the expro-
priation of land. the imposition of head
tax and the opening up only of mining
industries and the building of railways
and docks. These fields of capital
investment as well as large-scale farming
offer the best profit to the European
capitalists who dominate the blacks. But
such raw materials as are drawn from
Africa are carried to Britain to feed the
metropolitan industries, leaving Africa
barer and poorer. The same applies to
India.

The innovation of the Soviet policy
of advancing the industrialization of the
remoter national territories was made
possible only because it had abolished
capitalism and dissolved the previous
oppressor-oppressed relationship  be-
tween the imperialist metropolis and the
colonial periphery. No detailed analysis
is required to observe the immediate
advantages of establishing industry at the
source of raw materials. There is the
avoidance of waste, and of unnecessary
transport ; there is greater speed in pro-
ducing the finished article from the basic
raw materials.

Industry in the East

During the second Five-Year Plan
(1932-37) Soviet industry definitely
shifted eastwards. and these Asiatic
regions achieved a greater industrial
development than the western sector.
The non-ferrous metal industry of
Kazakstan is fast becoming the chief
center for the whole of the Soviet Union.
Here are found 60 per cent of the
Union's lead resources, 50 per cent of its
zinc. This republic ranks first in the
Soviet Union in copper, lead, nickel and
zinc. In fact, Kazakstan is extremely
rich in mineral resources. Deposits of
gold and other rare minerals like anti-
mony, mercury and cobalt are found in
considerable quantities in the Altai
region. There is a lead-zinc industry at
Chimkent, which is indispensable to the
Soviet economy, and lead refineries also
at Ridder and Ust-Kamenogorsk. A
large chemical combine has been estah-
lished at Aktyubinsk, in Northern Kaz-
akstan, which also has important chrome
deposits. Rubler, salt, and phosphorous
industries are highly developed in this
republic, and for the first time its coal
resources are heing worked. Resources
of coal and oil in this territory rank third

for the entire Union. The coal mining
center is at Karaganda, which produces
more than 8 million tons a year, as
against 90.000 tons ten years ago.

It was in this republic that the great
railway project, the Turk-Sib (Turkes-
tan-Siberian railway) was completed

within four years. Kazakstan, “the
country of desolate steppes and no
roads,” was laid with 7,000 kilometres

of railroad, traversing the length of it.
This railway, opened in 1930, together
with branch lines, connects the basic in-
dustrial and agricultural districts of the
republic. More railways have been built
here than in any other central Asian
republicc. When Hitler invaded the
Soviet Union, skilled workers in vast
numbers were drafted from the Ukraine
and Donbas to these areas. Chimkent,
for example, formerly a nomad village, is
now the capital of South Kazakhstan
with a population of 74,000. It mines
two-thirds of the country's lead and zinc.

Central Asian Industrialization

Of the central Asian republics,
Uzbekistan is the most thickly populated,
and Tashkent, the capital, is taking first
place among industrial towns in this part
of the Union. Its population of 585,000
is approaching that of Pittsburgh, to
which it may be compared. Near Tash-
kent were discovered the Angren coal-
fields, and about fifty miles from the
town, at Almalyk, are located the biggest
copper mines, for Uzbekistan is the third
largest producer of copper in the Soviet
Union. It also has large deposits of
wolfram and molybdenum, besides re-
sources of oil, much of which is being
refined locally. In 1938, the output of

part of the Ural mountains.
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crude oil was 250,000 tons.

The Trans-Caucasian republic of
Azerbaijan, with Baku for its capital, i
one of the richest oil producing region;
in the world. Before the Revolution,
this oil was exploited by foreign interegt:
and little of the benefits or profits went
to the native inhabitants. Today the
Azerbaijan people own the oil wellg and
refineries themselves, running them in
the interests of the whole country.

Chuvashia. which is the Autonomous
Republic nearest to Moscow, possessed
in 1913, a total of 29 industrial enter-
prises, primarily lumber and food con-
cerns. While the main trend of develop-
ment is still towards the lumber and iood
industries, headway is being made in
chemical and non-ore mineral industries.

Central Asia is the great cotton grow-
ing center of the Soviet Union. In the
days of the czar the cotton was just car-
reid off in its raw state, as with that of
the great Airican cotton growing
regions of Sudan, Uganda and Northern
Nigeria, which cannot produce even a
handkerchief. The aim of the Five-Year
Plan was to build up the cotton industry
in the cotton growing districts, so that
new spinning and weaving combines at
places like Tashkent, Stalinabad, Ash-
kabad and Fergana help to turn the raw
material into yarn and cotton piece
goods. Cotton growing is the major
industry of the region, especially in
Turkmenistan, and fertilizers for the
fields are now for the first time being
manufactured in Central Asia itself. This
is as the result of the erection of a big
hydro-electro-chemical plant at Chirchik,
near Tashkent, shortly betore Hitler

(Continued on page 179)

Sovfoto
A worker pouring molten steel into molds at the Magnitogorski plant. located in the southem

It is an outstanding example of the industrialisation of areas

of the Soviet Union which are rich in natural resources
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