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BudapcJt, the beautiful city where Ea.it meet& 
West, the great hall of tho Vigado will become 

the scone of me.uy a wondorful meetmg, and 
great doings will bo wit-nesscd from the windows 
of that suite of rooms oconµiod by the Women 
Clerks' Trade Union, which overlooks tho 
Vigado Square, the Corso, and the Danube. 

Political propaganda held ai, important place 

in Budapest before tho war. The offices of 
progressh·o orgr.niaations were not, as so often 

here, hidde,, away in back streets, but pro
minently situated. Tho Women's Mo,·ement 

was in many ways the healthiest and most actiYe 
in Europe. Four thousand of the 6,000 women 
clerks we1·e organi�ed it, 1914, and their union 
had its own librm·y, employment bur�o.u, and 
legal adviser. It worked actively to influence 

legislation in the interests of its members and 

to secure wider educational opportunities for 
women. It was the first organisation to ask 

for Votes for Women. Did it di�cover presently 
the futility of Parlio.mcntary Government 1 
Did it throw itself actively into the \Vork of 
establishing the Soviets 1 The Women ClerkB' 
Union and the Social ;Qe,nocr11.� werejust before 

the war organising the shop assistants. '.l.'he 
Women 's Suffrage l\fo,oment was the most 
vigorous on the _Continent and was more _de!llO
cratic, more fnendly· towards the Socmlfats, 
than in most other Continental countri.es. M:iss 
Pogany , who was actiYo in it, is sister to Willy 
Pogany, tho Socialist artist then well known in 
London, and, we think, also to Joseph Pogany, 
the President of the Soldiers' Council, :who is 
now So,•iet :Minister of War. The Suffragists 
occupied splendid offices in tho same building 
as tho great newspaper Pesli Lloyd. . Their 
activities were filmed by the cinema shows. 
Their paper ANo, the woman,. was sold on the 
Cor�o. Will it presently lie said that H- .::i:;a'"y 
with this adrnnced Woman's Mowment has 
nati>nalised h0r wom<:n 1 Tho Pacifist Move
ment was also strong in Hungary. Rosika 
Schwimmer, a foremost Suffrage leader, joined. 
the Women's International Peace Mo..-.ement, 
attended the Women's Conference at the 
Hague, and with Jane Addams and others 
toured the world, visiting the neutral and 
belligerent governments in the interests of 
peace. She receh·ed widespread support an.cl 
was greeted on her return by great and en
thusiastic popular demonstrations. War fever 

evidently tODk no strong hold in Hungary . In 
1915 the English residents in Budapest made a 
collection in aid of the Hungarian Red Cross in 

recognition of tho kindnesd shown to them. 
The French colony petitioned the French 
Government asking that Hungarians in France 
should be treated as well a, the Hungariaru were 
treating them. ActiYe 1·eformers had secured 
for HungaTy the best child welfare systom in the 

world. National sick insurance had been 
established in 1907. Rural home industries 

we1·e subsidised by the Sta.to and minimum 
wages fixed by the State for such industries. 
Wages Boards were set up for home inclustriee . 
Municipal housing in the form of great suburban 

oolonies was carried out on a more e�ensive and 
efficient sea.le th!lll, anything attempted in this 
country. 

These reforms but slightly palliate![. appalling 
conditions. Nowhere could one sec a more 
striking contrast between the workers anci the 

bourgeoisie. The former worn .and often refined 
by hard toil, the latter -fleshy and luxurious. 
Rents were high ; wages low. Women clerks, 
in spite of their union, could be had for £2 10s. 
a month ; domestic scrva.nt. got 16s. to 25s. a 
month. Men and women were building the 

houses together; the women serving as Jaliourers 
to the men got ls. sa. to Zs. ld. a day ; tl10 men 

Zs. Gd. to 3s. 4d,. per clay. Carpenters' wages 
wore similar. Market riots by the women and 

rent sra:ikos wero common oV'cn before tho war. 
PoYerty <lroYe eYcn children into prostitution. 
Vice was regulated by the State and in the 
Budapest Priaon we s�.w numbers of little girls 
in their early teeps who had been sentenced for 
plying the trade of prostitution without first 

being registered by the police. There were no 
women oilicials in the prison ; the men wardro·s 
wore swords .  Four c,r fiye girls were kept in 
the same small cell. Somo of these poor 

chil<lron, dying of venereal disease, bare-footed 

and clad in filthy rags, with matted hair o,·er 

their eyes, seamed to ha,e become sub-human. 
The franchise e,·on for men was very nmTow. 

Agricultlll'O is the main industry of Hungary ; 
it is said that the land, next to that of Colorado, 
is tho richest in tho world . Almost e,·ery inch 
of the va.st plai.t1s appear& to be cultirnted, 
One sees no hedgerows ; the furrows como down 
to tho edge of the narrow roads. Peasant 
women, 1ninute in the ,ru,t landscape, are at 

work in the fields. Sometimes a long train of 
carts drawn by oxen or horses Md laden with 
brushwood pas�es slowly. EYerywhere is great 
oYidenco of labour. Occasionally the wide 
atrotches of arable land are broken by wooded 
knolls, where wonderful y large and numerous 
stack& of faggots aro ready for collection. A 
Jong line of giant supports with connecting wires 
carries water from the Danube to distant fields. 
Tho houses of the peasants are small and mean. 
Until yesterday these rich lands, so splendidly 
cultivated by the patient hands of i.tmumerable 

workers, wore concentrated in the possession of 
a few rich indiYiduals, li>Jt now the 'Revolution 
has come. 

In 1914, going by chance and on a sudden 
i mpulse into a Budapest elementary school, we 
saw in the headmaster's room the statuette of a 
big man in working clothes ; his- massive head 
was bowed despairingly, his clenched hands, in 
one of which was a weapon, hung sbill more 
despairing at his side. We asked tho school
master the meaning of this figure. He said that 
it represented the peasants, who, a�er the 
revolution of 1849, had been forced to Jay down 

their arms. Tho schoolmaster's grandfather 
ha.cl been the model for the figure. " I am a 
revolutionary like you," he .said. " I  would 
fight for freedom if I could." Neither we nor 

our unknown comrade realised that in Jes;, than 

five years he would have his chance. 
The letter from Hungarian Socialists which 

we publish on another page . tolls us how events 

have moved in Hungary since the first revolu
tion, which substituted Count Karolyi for Count 
Tisza as head of tho Government, auq set up a 
bourgeois reformist anti -war government. The 
imperiafolt Czechs, Roumanians, and Serbs 

secured the reYision of the a,rmistice concluded 
at Belgrade on November 8th, 1918, between 
Karolyi and General Franchet d'Esperey on 
behalf of the Allies. The new terms i.twolved 
territorial encroachments, causing Hungarians, 
who had secured a wide measure of political 
freedom by 'their revolution, to be forced tmder 
the control of these small and bP,ckward auto
cracies. They also depri,·ed Hungary of 
supplies stored in these territories . The Allied 
occupation of Hwigary opposed all freedom. A 
Time-s' corre&pondent, writing recently, said 
that the country was on .the verge of starvation, 
coal was unobtainable, and in all tho large 
factories the workmen had " turned out the 
directors and appropriated everything to them
selyes," there wa� " no army to speak of," and 
tho police " were not to be trusted." (That is, 
of course, from the standpoint of the possessing 
classes.) Karolyi seems to havo tried to make 

friends with the Allies ; but· t he Council of Ten 
in Paris would not relax their extortionate grip, 
in $pite of the fact that their oppressive treat. 
ment of Hungary was bringing the workers to 
that point of desperation at which they would 
risk all and plunge into a second reV'olution to 
establish a proletarian government. That so
called Peace Co1mcil has recently presented to 
Hungary a demand that a neutral zone be set up 
betweon the Hungarians and Roumanians, which 
would lop off another large piece of Hungary, 
including the towns of Szegedon, Arad, Gross
wardein, and Delreczin. Civil government in 
this neutral zone would be " exercised by tho 
Hungarians under Allied control." 

The Karolyi Government replied that the new 
demands were contrary to the armistice and 
Military ConV'ention of November 13th, and that 
the Government was " not in a position to 
recognise the decision of the Peace Conference 
and to afldist in carrying it through," because it 
was not invited to the Peace Conference ; 
therofore its only alternatiYe was resignation. < 
Pcrhc p3 the reply may have meant : if you had 
helped us we would have held on ; M it is, we 
wash our hands of the business and leaYe you 
to deal with tho Workers' Revolution which is 
about to ovorcomons. Be that as it may, Count 
Karolyi published simultaneously a proclamation 
to the people, in which he declared that the 
Allie& intend to use Hungary as a base of 
operations against So,iet Russia. He con. 
eluded :-

" I, as provisional President of the Hungarinn 
Republic, turn from the Paris Peace Conference 
to t!te proletariat of the world for justice and 
support. I resign, and lmnd over power to the 
proletariat of the Hungarian peoples." 

Karolyi ha� resigned, as the Kaiser and Prince 
llfax of Bavaria resigned, nominating, as they 
did, the power that is to succeed him. But 
Karolyi has not, like those others, chosen to bo 
replaced by men whom he thinks able to stiwe 
off the dictatorship of the workers : he has 
handed the government to that dictatorship. If 
the nows is authentic and Karolyi has acted in 
good faith, he hM dono a very wise and 
cou�1;4,geous thing. 

The Budapest Workers' Co1mcil hastily 
formecl a Ministry with the following members : 
President, Alexander Garbai ; Home Office, 
Eugene Landler ; Treasury, Eugen Baga ; 
Education, Siegmtmd Kunfy ; Foreign Office, 
Bela Kun ; War Office, Joseph Pogany. Kill\ 
was recently imprisoned and injured in a fight 
between the police and tho communists. 
Pogany, the President of the Soldiers' Council, 
is called by The Times " the stronges� man in 
Hungary." He reqently_ said :-

" Tho political revolution, although appar• 
ently at an end, is in reality only beginning, and 
will be succeeded by a social revolution, which 
will only end when we have completely crus:ti.ed 
the old system. There is a revolutionary Govern• 
ment, but it has not power over the country. 
The question is whether the Government is 
willing to carry through quickly the revolutionary 
transformation. Vl'e gave them a limited time 
to demolish the old system and the. sources of its 
po,ver. If they want to be masters thoy must 
crush the present land-owners, capitalil!ts and 
clergy. Not the small landowners but the fa.rm 
labourers must carry out the land refo1m. In tho 
development of Socialism they c!\n proceed step 
by step, but the question of power must be settled 
now." 
This seems to prove that Pogany, at least, adopts 
the Bolshevik standpoint . 

This Government, formed from a coalition of 
tho Soci,al Democrats and Communists, evidently 
regards itself as merely provisional, for ii 
says that Workers', Pea&ants', and Soldiers' 
Cotmcils are to be estaulishecl and to wield 
supreme legislative, judicial, and executiYa 
power. It. declares for a dictatorship of tho 
proletariat the socialisation of Lnines, industrie.1, 
and banks, and the land. 

" Land reform is to be carried through, not 
by land partition, but by way of Socialistic 
production and trade unions," so runs Th� Timd 
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(Continued on page 1275). 

" The working class Is revolutionary or it ls 
nothing." 

" It is all very well for tho Berne Conference -to 
decoive itself by discuseing guestions of responsi
iility and terntory. There is only one question : 
the Revolution. Whether one wants it or not, 
no has to be either for it, with the Bolsheviki 

nncl the Spartacists, or against it, ,._,ith the capi-
talist bonrgoo1s10. The mtermediate position 
okon up by the Berno Conforonce only aims at 

o,·admg �he responsibility of making a plain 
nswor. rhe prolotarmt must force the svco
bauts of Socialism. the m�SIJ.uod opponent1 of 
ho. Revolution, the weak and the hesitating, to 
roclarm themselves. By their cla'3B action, the 

vorkers must rocall to those who pretended to 
peak in their name at Berno the fact that " The 

vorking.class is revolutionary or it is nothing.11 
F. LoruoT 

(of the Left win(! of the JJ'rend, Socialist Parf;y.) 
OUR GOAL A SOCIALIST LEAOUE OF 

PEOPLES. 
" Tho revolutionary Socialist youth of Europe 

nust band itself together in a deci.,ive resolute 
ght. Bourgeois reforms will not eorve us. Our 
oal is the creation of a European Socialist League 
f Pe?pks. We wish to be no longer simply 
otol'lol m the hands of generals and capitalists • 

re wish to live, to live for Socialism, which for u; 
ean.s as much a new society, o. new, clear inter• 
o,�rse between man and man, poople and people, 

it does an econom10 transformation. 1Ve wish 
o live in order to fight for t,he spirit of love and 
umanity.11 ERNEST TOLLER 

(Member of the Executive of tlie Bavarian 
Worker,' and Soldier•' Council.) 

E WISH TO REPLACE CAPITALISM BY 
COMMUNISM. 11 1 The working class is revolutionary or it is 

othing.' This Conference was called by the 
overnments of the capitalistic world, in order to 
ut the Rovolution· to flight. Tho rovolutionary 
roletariat did not attend the Conference ; Brant
ug, Thomas and Ebert celebrated their triumphs 
ere. The revolutionary proletariat of the whole 
oriel must advance along revolutionary liuos. 
'011ques_t of political power ! Dictatorship of the 
rolet�riat ! . The arming of the working class ! 
10 disa!mmg and removal of the bourgeoisie ! 
ass action I These are, and remain, our watch� 
ords. ,ve do not put our trust in Wilson, but 
the class struggle. \Ve do not ask that beast 

opitalism to bo just, that would be Utopian. We 
'lBh to replace Capitalism byCommunism. \Vorkers 
f all land� unite ! " . VA.I.ERIN MAncu 
(Delegate of flie Roumanian Socialist Party). 

" 
A MEANINGLESS CONFERENCE. 

International Conferences have significance 
nly when .�hey ?xpress tho fighting spirit of the 
roletariat m md1V1dual countries, and when they 
(\uce . result.s f:rom this spirit. Th� Berne Con
ronce was satisfied with resolutions ancl pro
ammes, it was afraid to sound a cr,11 t o m·rns. 

WORKERS' DREADNOUGHT 

E CONFERENCE BY 
L SOCIALISTS. 
Thore_fore, in this epooh•making hour it was 
meanmgless and without influence." GRIMM 

\Swiss Socialist Deputy and former Editor of the 
Berner Tagwacht,' the Berru, Sooiali•t daily). 

A RUTHLESS CLASS STRUGGLE IS NEEDED 
. " This Conference at Berne has something mternat_10nal, but not an atom of Socialism about it. It lB the servant of the' bourgeois government� and belongs to them completely. vVhi.lst oxCl�s1ng and ab�orbing the renegades, it is 
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well•known as a Soc,al,st ancl femlinist). 
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these two conclitions wero not fulfilled a third International i.s absolutely necessary." 
RAOUL VEJ).FEINT 

(Delegate from the French Socialist Party). 
Berne, February 9th, 19 19. 
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each other with resolut10ns, instead of with hand grenades and cannon. 
" The majority Socialists of all countries have 

agreed to put nationalism above the Inter
national. And the Congress did not alter this 
state of mind. 

" 4. It was not an international Socialist oon-
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JewLBh workers, half nationalist, half inter
nationalist.) 
• " 5. There were some fine internationalists at the Congress, but they allowed themselves to be 

effaced by the others. 
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" 7. A genu�ne International Socialist Congress 
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to the Socialist or Co=unist revolution. 
" 8. With certain reserves such a conference 
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W. F. WATSON SENTENCED. 
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to alter th� sentence. But this it seemed eYident 
to the writer and others wns prearranged. Watson clefended himself, and made a fuw speech, both in his own defence and tha.t of 
the cause which.. he had supported, r,nd would support whet�er u1 gaol or out of gP,ol. 
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As an .a\Jsurd sentence appeared in tho official  tran,scnpt, an error made by both police reporteru, Watson alleged that there was collusion,. Shorthand experts ga.Ye testimony that the 
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w�:J�st:t1 have made tho minions of the law uncomfortable and had the general public been present in th� 
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uch good propaganda might haYe been 
�l\ �earing his sentence, Watson asked qmetly if �e would be allowed second division and tho nght to appeal. Sir J. Dickinson grante� both requests. If any morn trials on these lines should follow it is to lie hoped that 

the Victi.tns � sho,� the same dauntless, fearless �nd �e�ermrned spmt that Watson displayed. An lllJlll'Y to one is an injury to all," Watson said. We hope that all Socialists will feel this lll bo_th tho Watson and Ramsay cases, and leave 
noth� undone to restore them to their public activ1t1es, where they are now so sorely needed Meanwhi!e _the p'ace of every fighter thu� re�ovcd w� be more than filled twice over. pniust 1mpr1so11ments made Sinn Fein " hat it 1s to-day I M. O'C. 

LONDON & DISTRICT WORKERS' DEFENCE 
COMMITTEE. 

" 9, I� 01;1g�t to preparo tho programme of the 
com.mg Socialist reYolution 

''. 10. The Berne Coniess was the fu-st at 
wh1oh Marx was absont with his wf.ltchword • 
; W?rlrn�s of the world unite.' None dared say ; 
W'ilsoruans of the world unite ' ! ! ! But that 

may yet happen, for J\Iarx is henceforward re
placed by Wilson ! 

" In short the Second International is dead. 
We must have a Third International of a Socialist 
revolutionary communistic charaoter.n 

CailLES RAl'l'Ol'ORT, 




