- THE CASE OF GEORGE PAPCUN

By WILLIAM F. DUNNE,

HE title of this article is mislead-

ing.

The case is not the case of George
Papcun at all, but the case of the coal
miners, the steel workers #nd  their
families against the Mellon-Morgan-
Gary steel, coal and Wall Street gov-
ernment of Pennsylvania,

‘The title is misleading because even
working class journalists find it hard
to overcome the Individualistic tradi-
tions of the United States sufficiently
to speak always in terms of economic
forces and political movements rather
than in terms of individuals.

N Pennsylvania the case of George

Papcun has another name—a title
which is part of the official records of
the state government. It is:

“The People of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania versus George Pap-
cun,” ;

The worst thing I know. about
George Papcun 48 that he chews tobac-
co because he thinks it emphasizes his
working class character, .

The best thing I know about him
is that he is an energetic and fear
less young worker who has an intel
ligent hatred for capitalism s,nd all
its works.

" He ls intelligent enough to be a
member of the Workers (Communist)
Party of Amgrica.

HIS, and the fact that he tried and

succeeded in organizing coal miners
in western Pennsylvania in the face of
opposition from the coal operators, the
steel trust and certain miners’ union
officials who are altogether too friend-
ly with the bosses, is the reason why
his name and a long list of alleged vio-
lations of the anti-sedition law of
Pennsgylvania, are in the official rec-
ords together with the evidence
against him and the fact of his con-

viction on six counts of the original|l

indictment.
Reading over the above sentencgr]

find that it, too, 18 m Q?R{"u is
rg

my opinion that e Papcun

continued the ¥ tonor of his way
as a tobaccufy o wing but otherwise in-
active Puber of the Workers (Com-

munist) Party, had he net tried to or-
ganize miners, had he?inot exposed
gsome of the more fi t" violations
of the very elastic code of Pennsyl-
vania trade union ethics on the. part

been arrested, tried and convicted.
EN in Pennsylvania chewing to-
bacco is not considered e violation
of the criminal gyndicalism law,

But apgitation and ©rganization
among the workerg in heavy industry
is,

Very decidedly so.

The steel trust is prosecuting George
Papcun in the name of “the people of
Pennsylvania.” There ig nothing sur-
prising in this to anyone who has fol-
lowed the history of government in
America, but it serves 6 confuse the
issue and that is whit the
States Steel corporation desirés.

Of course, “the people of Pennsyl-
vania” have nothing against George
Papcun. But their rule jave, 8o the
rulers attempt to Mew&ﬂthemselves
with the interests of tHe ‘miners and
steel workers and proye that George
Papcun is “an enemy 8 ,sodety" in
Pennsylvanta.

WHAT they have moved is that
George Papoun is an énemy of the
form of society whime} steel trust
and Wall Street org and domin-
ates. The real job of the International
Labor Defense is to showito the work-
ers and other decent people in Penn-
sylvania that George Papgun ought to
be kept out of jail to h’e on fighting
for the workers and a.@lnst the steel
trust, its $5,000,000 election slush
funds, its “company towns” and “com-
pany unions,” its ‘“comipany officials”
-—~state, county and city—and its com-
pany agents in the labor movement,
THE list of thnesne.s and e evi-

dence in thx’ case furnish a strik-

ing study Jn'steel trust stoolpigeonism,
It sho that the steel trust and its
iured agencies, Mellonism, Vareism
and Pinchotism, are debauching de-
liberately whole sections of the popu-
lation of Pennsylvania, that few organ-

ta)

trol, whether they be of a political,
cultural or trade union character

The record of the cognt proceedings

of “labor leaders,” he would have not |

United |

izations remain free from their con-

GEORGE PAPCUN

for one day alone is enough to show
the truth of the above statement,

IRST there appears one Corporal

Willar, & member of the state
constabulary, the famillar Pennsyl-
vania “cossacks,” fought by the trade
union movement for years, but which
the “friend of labor” and ardent pro-
hibitionist, Governor Pinchot, has al-
lowed to exist under his regime,

His, and other testinmony, shows
that the state police were watching
closely the coal miners’ strike in Re-
public, where Papcun was active,

At the time of Papcun’s arrest,.the.

cossack corporal gave hdu; 2 list of
questions to which ?a,pcun was or-
dered to give “filiten answers. Pap-
cun.fefused, so the obliging corporal
filled In the answers himself.

HEN comes William Nelson, an

employe of the Hillman Coal Co.,
who lived in the Croatian Hall, the
headquarters of the strike committee,
for four months. Why an English
speaking person should want to live
for four months in a hall where con-
versations, as a general rule, are car-
ried on in the Slav languages, is a
mystery—unless he had instructions
to do so from some one connected

with the “company.”

This American patriot, who lives

{in Croatian halls, testified that Pap-

cun said, “we must get a new gov-
ernment,” and that there was “a way
of training these young men with
rifles and ammunition,”

This is damaging testimony in
Pennsylvania. Everybody knows that
the way to get a new government in
Pennsylvania is to buy it.

EXT is one Stanley Kitta, another

union spy, who tried to show that
Papcun was “against the union.” The
steel trust, of course, is never against
the miners’ union except when some-
body tries to organize one.

Kitta 18 followed by Frank Terrace,
who gives his occupation as “farmer,”
but who i1s known as Republic’s most
promineng bootlegger. He had been
shown as a company s8py in a
previous case when Thomas Ray, a

nt old member of the U, M, W.
of A., had been the victim of a frame-
up.

Terrace, in his capacity of stool-
pigeon, engineered his eléction as
chairman of the strike committee, of
which Papoun was a member. He
was also one of a committee of three
to confer with the district officials of
the United Mine Workers as to the
possibility of getting a charter in Re-
public.

T is evident that with a stool-

pigeon as chairman of the strike
committee and union officials who had
shown little, if any Interest in organ-
izing these min,eu, that the bosses
#id-"not have much to worry about
except active and insistent George
Papcun who was spilling all the beans
by actually “trying to do some organ-
ization work,

Terrace wsteps ~down after telling
of some very spirited but sound ad-
vice given to the strikers by Papcun
relative to the manner of handling de-
puty sheriffs who tried to stop le-
gal picketing, and which Papcun may
or may not have worded as stated,
and his seat is takem by Harry J.
Lennon, a department of justice clerr
in Allegheny county,

ENNON is not asked how much

he got out of the campaign for
liberty and democracy wagéd by the

Mellon interests in the recent pri-
mary because this es Gilbert and
Sullivan have it, “has nothing to do
with the case,” :

But he does tell a lot of things
about the Workers (Communist) Par-
ty, which have nothinx to do with
the case of “the People of Pennsyl-
vania versus George Papcun.” He
wants to tell more but the judge is
getting tired, probably feels that this
so-called evidence makes but little
difference anyway when the steel
trust, in the name of “the People of
Pennsylvania,” has indicated so plain-
ly its wishes in the matter of the
disposal of Papoun’s time and place
of residence for the next ten or twen-
ty years, and decides that it is mnot
necessary to read the Communist
Manifesto, Theses and Statues of the
Communist - International, pamphlets
of the Trade Union Educational Lea-
gue, some of the works of Lenin and
Bucharin, ete.

HE judge was right,

Papcun was convicted altho the
defense: sent out a story claiming
that the ruling out of the above evi-
dence was a victory for ft.

These legal victories doubtless give
lawyers a great deal of satisfaction,
but the case of ‘“the People of Penn-
sylvania versus George Papcun” will
not be fought out in the Pennsyl-
vania courts or the United States
courts. The courts will reflect the
political ~struggle now centering
around the question of trade union or-
ganization,

It will be fought out in the mines
and mills of Pennsylvania by workers
who know that the real name of the
case is the “Steel Trust of Pennsyl-
vania versus the People ot Pennsyl-
vania.”

I'r seems to me that the Pennsylvania

rulers have picked a poor issue.
It is so clear ithat workers can under-
stand it easily when it is brought to
their attention. In the course of the
struggle going on in Pennsylvania
there will be developed many more
George Papcuns. :

When the Papcuns outnumber the
paid spies of the steel trust, Penn.syl
vania will have a real labor move-
ment.
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