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Unemploymen't and Lclbor Ar�st<>Cracy 
By JOHN PEPPER. 

THE we!l-paid optimists of the
capitalists- are trying constantly 

to make the country believe that we 
are having a great economic pros. 
perity at the present time. The facts 
irainsay these official and semi-offi­
cial fairy tales. 

The general economic situation aSt 
• whole is continuing to t.leteriorate,
Partial improvements cannot change
the sit\lation permanently. In pro­
duction, pig iron and steel is the only
branch of production which incr.eased
on a national scale in January and
February. The number of employed
workers increased in February in
N,n, York state and in Illinois. The
report of the New York State De­
partment of Labor sayS':

"Factory employment made a good 
recovery in February from the dull­
ness of January. The advance 
amounts to about 1 per cent and 
brings the level back to iliat of De­
cember. There has been no evidence 
thus far, however, of a repetition 
of the upward swing of a year ago." 
In Illinois the number of employed 
workers increased 2.2 per cent dur­
ing February. Nevertheless there 
were in February 155 registered with 
the Illinois Free Employment Offices 
for every 100 jobs reported to the 
offices. In January the proportion 
of workers to jobs was 166 to 100, 
a year ago it was 104 to 100, and 
during the worst period, during 1920 

it was 209 to 100. I�hio unem­
ployment increased in February. 
Applicants for work at the thirteen 
employment bureaus maintained by 
the state numbered 9,919 for the 
week ending February 23, and only 
2,883 got jobs. In Iowa. the Public 
Welfare Bureau was forced to tssue 
a warning at the beginning of March 
against the ever-growing unemploy­
ment in January and February. 

The surprising and sudd£n increase 
of pig iron and steel production is 
most likely only of a short duration. 
The causes of the increase are prob­
:ably the concentrated railroad orders, 
and work for Japanese reconstruc­
tion. The New York Times of March 
2 reports· on March 1 ·from Pitts­
burgh concerning the pig iron market 
that: "There is, however, practically 
no disposition to buy at this time." 
And about tm steel market: "Gen­
eral buying of finished steel products 
by jobbers and ordinary manufactur­
ing consumers has been running dis­
tinctly lighter in the last fortnight 
than in January. A fair volume of 
business is being placed, but the mar­
ket is distinctly leas active. By 
precedent, if there is any change in 
the volume of activity at this time 
of year it should be in the other 
direction. The steel mills are much 
le!IS sold up than they usually are 
when as active as at present." 

On the .front page and in edi­
torials the capitalist papers continue 
to spread professional optimism 
about the economic situation, but in 
their financial columns they are fore. 
ed to tell at least a part of the 
truth. The New York Times of Feb­
ruary 25 writes: "Leading mining 
interests in Illinois and Indiana are 
preparing to operate more economi­
cally and work the most valuable 
mines, closing the others, thus keep­
ing the supply of coal more adjusted 
to requirements. " Says the report 
of the New York Times of March 3: 
"Business conditions thruout the West 
are spotted. In Minnesota and the 
Dakotas it is poor because of the 
small returns fo the farmers." Dunn's 
!Renew aays about the first week of 
March: "With conservatism still the 
predominant sentiment, a rapid 
growth of businees i1 not to be ex­
pected.'' Bradstreet's establishes: 
"Trade and industry pre!lent a spot­
ted appearance, and caution for buy­
ing for anything beyond immediate 
ne<>d ia s.till the central feature . . .  
Nowhere except possibly in the auto­
mobile trade does there nppear the 
great onward sweep vieiblo at this 
time a year a"o." The World of 
March O admit& in its B�ness Out­
look the same tendency: Ncverthe­
leu, intead of growing more liberal, 
buying policies have become more 

restricted in many lines. Inflated 
costs supply one explanation for the 
restraint, but loss of confidence must 
take the foremost position, as. a rea­
son for the present. hesitation which 
governs all forward operations, 'l'his 
lack of confidence is not only the 
average business man's fcelinga in 
regard to his markets, but it also 
grows out of his reaction to tbe4pres­
ent political discussion." The Chi­
cago Tribune of March 12 gives the 
attitude of business men highly 
alarmed ovl?r the economic situation: 
"The more pessimistic look for a 
Summertime slump. . . . Expansions 
of mills, factories and shops already 
are being held back. . . . Already 
there are indications that expansion 
is being curtailed-in some lines." 

The situation summed up shows 
that the increase of pig iron and 
steel production and the increase of 

Wilford Isbell King, "Employment peal( onth; August, 1923, was 1,­Hours and Earnings in Prosperity 973,505. From then till the end ofand Depressitm, United States, 1920- the year 1923, 179,726 railroad work-22," says: "5,033,000 fewer workers ers were laid off, which means 9.lwere on the pay rolls in the early per cent. We can judge how heavypart of 1922 than were employed in an �nemployment this 9.1 per centthe third quarter of 1920. However, declme 1;11eans if we bear m mindpart of this decline was seasonal. that du_rmg_ the greatest crisis of ourIf we compare the third quarter:;, we ec.onom� history, the maximum de­discover that there were 4,102,000 chne of employment of the railroadfewer people at work in 1921 than workers was not more than 22.2 perin 1920, or about one-seventh of all cent. 
who had been employed at the earlier But the decrease of the number ofdate." The maximum decline of em- ei_nployed railroa!l workers does notployment during the great crisis give the complete picture of thewhen 4,100,000 workers were out of catastrophic economic situation ofjobs was 14 per cent. Today on the !he railroad workers. An ever grow­present depression we have no fig- mg number of railway workers areures which we could compare with employed only part time. In Augustthis general figure. But we have th� number of full time employedtwo partial figures: the volume of railroad workers was l,713,000. Infactory employment and the volume December only 1,524,000. That meansof railroad employment. The Marc;h that the number of full time jobs 
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others because it is not a national 
figure; but it illustrates the mass character of p_jesent unemployment. 
In Masslichusetts, according to the January report of the State Depart­ment of Labor, the reductions of em­
ployment between October and Jan­
uary show that almost one-tenth of 
the workers in the State of Massa­
chusetts were laid off during that 
period. 

Unemployment and Labor 
Aristocracy, 

The facts analyzed above show 
clearly that the working class of the 
United States is facing a heavy un­
employment. Almost one million few­
er factory workers are employed to­
day than in the middle of 1923. And 
in adition to that about 180 000 less 
railroad·workers are employ� today 
t.fla� _half• a year ago. And again, in 
addition to that, we must add the in­
cr�asing nu1:11ber of unemployed coal 

• mmers. But all these figures as I 
showed in my previous nrticl� still 
do not give the complete numb�r of 
unemployed worker. They give only 
tho figures showing by how much 
the number of- employed workers de­
creased. But these workers whom 
the capitalists drive out of the fll,c­
tories, railroads and minea are only 
a part of the growing industrial re­
serve army which is being constantly 
increased thru hundreds of thousands 
of dispossessed farmers, and new im­
migrants. 

The unemployment is very heavy 
and has a mass character; but it is 

employment in the state of New York report of the Federal Resc-rve Board not as heavy as during the great 
and Illinois during February does not gives the following new index num-

I 
economic crisis of 1921-22. The

mean at all that the economic depres- hers for facotry employment: greatest. difference between the two 
si"n which began in the middle of Factory periods is the condition of the metal 
1923 is passing over. On the con- Year Employment industry. In the previous period the 
trary the ireneral outlook is of ag- 1919 .... , .. , .... , .... , 100 metal industry was most heavily af-
gravation. 1920 ......... , , ....... 104 fected. Today the metal industry 

The Volume of Unemployment. 1922 ............ .. , ... 90 <loes not yet show the full effects of 
It it an unquestionaMe fact that. 1923 (June) . , ......... 103 depression. 

there exists a heavy unemployment 1924 (January) ..... ... 98 The present unemployment has a 
today. If no other proof existed the The year 1920 has the index num- mass character, and the working 
"Industrial Information Employment ber 

.
of factory employment, 104. The 

I 
class suffers greatly from it. Part­

Bulletin" of January, 1024, of the year 1922 shows 90. That means a time work and wage cuts are a gen­
United States Department of Labor dedme of 14 per cent. The figures , eral phenomenon today. It is in 
is an absolute and complete proof. of King's book show thnt the maxi- ! sharp contradiction to these facts 
This Bulletin gives a description of mum nur"lber of factor:; workers in 

I 
that the official labor movement and 

the employment situation not only 1920 was 11,370,000 and in 1922, the press of the American Federa­
for every state of the country, but 8,621,000. That's a cll•cline of 2,- lion of Labor simply take no cog­
for the most important industrial 749,000. Thai shows that a decline of niznnce of this unemployment. How 
centers within the states. This v!'ry. 14 per cent was a d�cline of 2,749,000 is that possible, and what is the 
important report is so detailed that employed workers. solution of this contradiction? 
we cannot reJ)E'at it here. But it 'I'he voh.:mn of factory employment We can give a clear answer to 
gives the best basis for judging the declinc-d fl'om June, 1!123, to January, this question ii we study carefully 
situation to everyone who takes the 1924, J1·om 103 to 98, a decline of the "Industrial Employment Infor­
trQuble to 1tudy the report carefully. 5 per tuit. A& the number of em- mation Bulletin" of January, 1924, 
With very few exceptions the picture ployed factory workers in the middle of the United Stat Department of 
presented by this report or the whole of 1923 was almo:;t the same as in Labor. 
country is of an increasing and 1920, there(ore, a decline ;,f 6 per The facts show that unemployment 
spreading unemployment. cent means a decline of about 975,- does not affect equally all strata of 

But if we wanted to size up the 000 worken. the laboring masseR, The masses of 
true volume of the pres nt unem- The heaviest unemployment ever unemployed consist of unskilled 
ployment we would hav to compare experienced in the economic history workers. And at the sunie time the 
it �ith the unemployment of other of the, l.[nited Stat�s showed d?ring labor. aristocracy is fully employed,
periods. If we shoulrl want to form the cr1s1 oi 1921-22 the maximum and in many cases the-re is even a 
judgment as to whether the present decline of 2,749,000 factory workers, ·carcity of skilled labor. 
unemployment 1� of a ma••a chnrncter T�e present depression shows a de- We could cite scores of examples 
or not, we could do llO by comparing cltne of almost one million factory proving that fundamentnl fact but. 
it with the last great ma1111 .unem- workers. This figur alone justifica I we will present here only a fe� ci­
ployment in the la11t great eronomic the assertion that unemployment i . tutions from the above-mentioned 
cripjs of 1922-23. Never in its his- a mass ph nomenon today, I Bulletin:
�ry did tho United State exper- 'fhe other figures that we can com- "New York, There is a surplus of 
l'l'nco a ,:reat�r and de�per un m- pare arc the �i:ur�s on the r "lroad !nbor in many sections, principally 
ployment than in the cris1is of 1021- employment s1tuat1on. The number in the larger cities consisting of 
22. The best study, the work of of mploycd railroad workers in the (Continued o� Paice 8). 



Soviet Russia Observes Women’s Day By ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG

gations between working women’s
and peasant women’s organizations
on that day. The significance of
International Women’s Day was to
be discussed at all gatherings, in the
light of the present international
status of the Soviet Republics, theconditions of the working class in
capitalist countries with particular
reference to the need of aiding the
German workers in their revolution-
ary struggles.

Program of the Trade Unions.
The All Russian Central Soviet ofTrade Unions issued on February 16under the names of Secretary Doga-dov, head of the Cultural Depart-

ment; Seniushkin, and head of the
i Organizations Department laglora in-structions to all subdivisions of thetrade union movement to observe In-
ternational Women’s Day under the
general slogans prepared by the Com-

¥ NTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S
*■ DAY, March Bth—a heritage of
the pre-war International Socialist
movement—has been utilized every
year in revolutionary Russia for in-
tensive propaganda and organization
work among working and peasant
women. Extensive preparations are
made each year by the Communist
Party and the trade unions to reach
proletarian women in work shops,
offices, on the land and in the homes,
with a call for solidarity with the
men workers in the struggle for a
better world. «

At soon as the Communist Inter- j
national issued its manifesto on the
the significance of International;
Women’s Day and called upon all its
62 sections to set aside March 8, for
concentrated and systematic work for
organizing and propagandizing
among women workers, the Russian
Communist Party and the trade
unions began immediately to make
preparations to fittingly observe the
day in the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics.

Propaganda of the Party.
On February 6th the secretary of

the Communist Tarty, Motottov. apd
the head of the Women’s Depart-
ment, Snidoritch, issued official in-
structions. to all party units to or-
ganize the campaign for Interna-
tional Women’s Day under the slogan
“Remember and observe the heri-

tage of Illyitch (Lenin) about the
working and peasant women” and his
admonition that “The work of the
Soviet government will be crowned
with success only then when millions
and millions of working and peasant
women will join the ranks of its
supporters.” ,

The party organizations were ad-
jured to bring out in clear and
simple manner, before the women as-
sembled at mass meetings, the ac-
complishments in the field of
women’s emancipation and in draw-
ing them into the party, delegate
meetings, soviets, trade unions, co-
operatives, mutual aid societies,
committees to aid poor peasants and
their active participation in these
movements. The party leaders were
instructed to make it known to the
women that during the campaign of
admission of new members into the
party “all, honest proletarians and
true revolutionary women working
in shops and factories will be wel-
comed into the party of Lenin."

The party organizations were also
called upon to secure before MarchBth , action -in the. soviets, trade
unions, and co-operatives, establish-ing additional and improving existing
children’s homes, nurseries, kinder-
garten*

, common dinirfg rooms, laun-
dries, etc. The slogan, “Remember
Comrade Lenin and teach your chil-
dren to follow in his footsteps,” was
te be popularized among the workers
in the villages. The party units werealso urged by instructions from the
Central Committee to arrange on
March Bth, special sessions of vil-
lage soviets with delegates rrom
peaant women's organizations invited
to attend as well as exchange dele-

women’s corners” decorated with
special posters and appropriate slo-
gans were to be set aside in all labor
clubs where women members could
distribute information and literature
regarding the various problems af-
fecting woman labor. Factory and
club libraries were to make a sec-
tion of books, pamphlets and maga- j;
zine articles dealing with woman,'
questions for reference and all trade !
union publications Were ordered to
issue, on March 8, special editions
devoted to International Women’s ,
Day.

The Government Program.
“In order to give all women work-

ers an opportunity to celebrate the
day of international solidarity of
proletarian women, the People’s
Commissariat of Labor of the Union
of Socialist Soviet Republics,” so |
runs the preamble of the government.

[New York By EZRA POUND |
My City, my beloved, my white! Ah, slender,Listen! Listen tjo me, and I will breathe into thee a sowLDelicately upon the reed, attend me!
Now do I know that I am mad,
For here are a million people surly with traffic;This is no maid.
Neither could I play upon any reed if I had one.

My City, my beloved,
Thou are a maid with no breasts,
Thou art slender as a silver reed.
Listen to me, attend me!
And I will breathe into thee a soul,
And thou shalt live forever.

munist Party. In addition the fol-lowing program of action to be car-ried out before March Bth was out-lined for the unions:
1. An inquiry into the results of

attracting young women workers andteachers into the various branches ofthe trade technical education andprepare plans for future activity in.this regard.
2. A survey of conditions prevail-

ing in the community houses forwomen woricerA, securing their nec-essary improvements thru the proper
administrative organs.

3. A survey of the condition of un-employment of women in private
establishments, securing there the
strict ■ observance of all • labor laws
and the proper payment of wages.

4. Appropriation -of sums fromunion funds for the establishment
of children’s homes and the organi-
zation of restaurants and laundriesthru the co-operatives.

6. Give additional aid to unemploy-
ed women workers and especially,
pregnant women with small children,<
from the mutual aid funds of the !
unions.

The unions were instructed to hold ;
mass meetings devoted to Interna- !
tional Women’s Day, “Working

instructions sent out by V. Schmidt,Labor Comissar of U. S. S. R., onFebruary 13th.
According to this order all women

workers must be released on March
Bth two hours earlier than usual,
provided that such release would not
force the stoppage of work alto-
gether. In establishments wherewomen are in the majority and
where their release would cause the
complete cessation of work, the es-
tablishments were to be closed two
hours earlier than usual. In estab-lishments where the release of
women workers may cause injury orinconvenience tp the public, such as
telegraph and telephone stations,
hospitals, public restaurants andfood supply stations, etc., the work-ing women were in lieu of their re-
lease, to receive for the two hours
of work one and a half times theirregular pay.

This is how the government, theCommunist Party and Trade Unions
co-operate in celebrating a labor
holiday—lnternational Women’s Day.

j The day is utilized not only for
! propaganda purposes but also to im-■ prove the conditions of women work-
’ ers. Only in a country where the
aims of the labor movement are the
aims of the state can a labor holi-

Unemployment and Labor Aristocracy
(Continaed from page 1)

common and semi-skilled workmen.
“Syracuse. A shortage of tool-

makers, machinists and other skilled
trades in these lines, while a surplus
of laborers, casual workers and un-
skilled machine hands exists.

"Albany. The large influx of
transient labor has created a sur-
plus, chiefly unskilled workmen.

“Yonkers. Labor, both skilled and
semi-skilled is fully employed while
a slight surplus of common labor is
indicated.

“Elmira. A surplus of unskilled
labor continues to exist. Altho
skilled trades are steadily employed.

“Binghamton. A small amount of
idleness, chiefly unskilled labor ia
apparent. Highly skilled mechanics
are fully employed.

“New Jersey. Release of large
numbers of semi-skilled and unskill-
ed labor. Building mechanics are
very well employed.

“Newark Industrial District, Skill-
ed mechanics arc well employed, but
there is an increased surplus of or-
dinary labor and a noticeable amount
of unemployment exists.

"Patterson. A shortage of skilled

mechanics is becoming apparent. Thesupply of general labor is plentiful.
“Pennsylvania, Johnstown. A la-bor surplus exists, principally of un-killed workers.
“Harrisburg Industrial District.With the exception of unskilled

workmen labor is fully employed.
“Bethlehem. Skilled trades arefully employed.
“York. Skilled labor generally is

well employed altho there is still
a small amount of unemployment
existing, principally unskilled work-ers.

“Illinois, Decatur. .{Surplus of un-
skilled labor is noted in the build-ing trades.

“Danville. There is a large sur-
plus of common labor evident in thiscity.

“Indiana. While the employment
situation in this state is not bad, thecalls for labor (except skilled) are
light.

“Indianapolis. Surplus of common
labor.

“Fort Wayne. Surplus of workers
exists, particularly common labor.

“Michigan, Grand Rapids. Surplus
of common laborers.

“Flint. The local workers in this

city are all employed, but there is
a large number of transients looking
for employment. Shortage of skilled
automobile mechanics reported.

“Battle Creek. Surplus of un-
skilled labor and shortage of skilled
machinists reported.

“Wisconsin, Milwaukee Industrial
District. A slight shortage of ma-chine molders for malleable foun-
dries, pattern makers and skilled
machinists is reported. There is a
surplus of applicant in other indus-
tries and especially of common la-
borers.

“Superior. A large surplus exists
in unskilled labor with a smaller sur-plus in skilled evident.

“Ohio, Canton Industrial District.Skilled workers are all employed.
Workers out of employment are of
the unskilled class.

“Lima. Light shortage of skilled
labor in this city with a surplus of
unskilled labor reported.

“Kanas, Leavenworth. Surplus of
common labor. Skilled labor is
fairly well employed.

“Nebraska, North Platte. Many
idle agricultural workers here. Me-
chanics are fairly well employed.

"Kentucky. Shortage of skilled

day be celebrated in a manner as it
is now celebrated in Soviet Russia
—Workers’ Russia.

Historical Parallels.
The international labor holiday of

May first had its origin in America.
The International Socialist Congress
in Paris in 1889 commemorated the
struggle for the eight-hour day in
America in the eighties by setting
aside May Ist as a day which the
labor movement, triumphant over the
world, should celebrate as a labor
holiday. Soviet Russia has declared
May Ist a legal holiday and the
celebration of pvery May Ist is equal
in grandeur to the celebration of the
Soviet Republic on November 7th.
Another Soviet legal holiday taken
from the calendar of the Interna-
tional Socialist movement is the
Paris Commune Day, March 18th.

International Women’s Day also
had its origin in America. Thru
the socialist party, some fifteen
years ago, it was accepted by the
International Socialist movement.■ The Communist Party of Russia and
the Communist International have
perpetuated Women’s Day.

I spent last International Women’s
Day in Moscow. Maria Uliuishka,
Lenin’s sister who devoted much of
her time to the “Pravda” and wasin charge of the special edition of
the paper on that occasion, asked me
to write *an article on the nature and
extent of working women’s move-
ment in America. I spoke that day
at a large meeting of women work-
ers. They were glad to have aspeaker from the country whera
Women’s Day originated.

America gave birth to May Ist
and International HVomen’s Day.
What is the next day, the day not
only of hope but of achievement
which our movement will give to tjie
International Labor movement?

The Farmers for Lenin.
A resolution in honor of Lenin ex-

pressing sorrow for his death wasadopted by the Skagit County unitof tho Western Progressive Farmers
of the State of Washington at itssession on January 26. The resolu-

reads as follows:
Whereas, Nicolai Lenin, the great-

est of all leaders of the producingclass, has passed away, andWhereas, the best way to honor
those who have given their lives forthe emancipation of labor is to con.tinue the struggle for freedom withwreused vigor, therefore, be it

Resolved, that we hereby express
out sorrow at the untimely death oflabor’s greatest champion, and wopledge ourselves anew to the greattask before the producers of Amer-:cn: the abolition of all forms of ex-ploitation, and the establishment of
a workers’ and farmers’ republic.

The central problem is to capture
and retain political power, the statepower in the hands of the working

j class.—Clara Zetkin.
Don’t be a “Yes, But,” supporter ofi The Daily Worker. Send in your sub-scription at once.

mechanics and- a surplus of unskilledworkers is reported.
“Mississippi, Meridean. Skilled la-bor fully employed with a slight sur-

plus of common labor existing.
“Louisiana. Skilled labor is wellemployed, but there is some excess

of common labor.
“California, Los Angeles. Common

labor is particularly affected in theexisting large surplus of labor.”
These facts show that unemploy-

I ment is a mass phenomenon; but to-j day it is still a “privilege” of the
[ unskilled workers, and the laborJ aristocracy is still unaffected by the

| economic depression. The skilled
| workers are fully employed every-j where and we could not cite from
the Bulletin more than two or three

! Places were a surplus of skilled la-
I bor exists. In spite of all new level-
! ing tendencies in the American
working class there still exists a

i deep abyss between the privilegedi labor aristocracy and the real prole-
tarian workers. The American Fed-
eration of Labor is under the leader-
ship and in the hands of the labor
aristocracy, and it, therefore, ne-
glects the organizing of unskilled
workers and does not care about un-
employment of “common” labor.
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