
Revolutionary Significance of Teapot Dome
THE Teapot Dome affair ig not aa

ordinary scandal—it is a political
factor of the first magnitude

The Teapot Dome scandal is hot a
ease of ordinary corruption—it is a
revolutionary factor of paramount
importance.

Since the world war we have not
witnessed anything so big taking
place as the Teapot Dome scandal.
Since the world war not a single po-
litical event has so intensively oc-
cupied and so deeply shaken up the
American nation as the Teapot Dome
saandaL William Randolph Hearst,* ’
who is unquestionably one of the
greatest experts in judging the psy-
chology of the American masses,
wrote with justification: “I am ac-
quainted in away with the public
sentiment in all parts of the country
in which I have papers, and I have
never known the public to he at much
arouaed over- anything except a war
aa it it at pretent aroused over these
oil scandals. There never has been
such intense feeling and unanimity
of feeling.”

America's Democratic Illusions.
Not a single people in the world

i had so great a faith in its govern-
ment and was so proud of its govern-
mental system as the American peo-
ple. Democratic illusions of the mass-
es are everywhere the greatest ob-
stacle in the way of the proletarian
revolution. But they prove to be in-
surmountable obstacles to the revo-
lutionizing of the minds of the work-
ers in the United States, the “classi
cal” country of democracy, which
went forth in the crusade of the
world war, to ‘‘make the world safe
for democracy”.

The cruel searchlight of Teapot
Dome has now suddenly lit up the
real essance of our democracy. The
masses see now that the sacred shrine
of American democracy is in reality
the safety-vault of big capital.

It was the pride of the mass of
American citizens that our country
is a republic and its head the presi-
dent elected by the people. Teapot
Dome drilled into the minds of the
dismayed and disillusioned masses
that we do indeed have an elected
president, but that at the same time he
has as his masters the various mon-
anchs of finance capital, the kings of
oil, the sovereigns of Wall street, the
potentates of the steel trust, the
whole dynasty of the Invisible Em-
pire of finance capital. The average
Ameripan citizen sees today with
panic and dismay that the whole of
American democracy consists of this,
that we have, not only one Kaiser
like imperialist Germany had, but a
whole gallery of kings, czars, kaisers
and emperors. The two-party system
of our political life was always the
most important guarantee of the un-
disturbed rule of the capitalist class.
If the masses became dissatisfied with
the Republican Party they turned to
the Democratic Party. When the
masses were aroused against the
Democrats, they flocked to the Re-
publicans. Teapot Dome has now
put a sudden end to this nice see-saw
game of American political life.
Teapot Dome has compromised piti-
lessly the Republican and Democratic
Parties at once. It has shown the
great masses the essence of both
parties. It has exposed both old cap-
italist parties as being in equal mea-
sure the parties of capitalism.

Th» Power of the Ballot.
The American masses had the

greatest confidence in the magic
power of the ballot. Teapot Dome
shewed that regardless of whether
the masses vote Republican or Demo-
crat, politics remain the same poli-
tics, dominated by the capitalist trust
magnates and banking powers.

Teapot Dome has shown the aver-
age citizens that all administrations
are equally in the service of big capi-
tal. Almost the whole cabinet of
Wilson was and is hired as employes
of the powerful oil magnate Doheny;
and if one member of Wilson’s oab-
fnet was not employed by Doheny it
was because he was in the service of
a competitor, the Standard Oil. The
entire Harding administration has
showed itself to have been bought by
the oil interests. And it is simply an
accident that only oil corruption has
been uncovered. Another investiga-
tion would prove that it was no less
connected with the steel interests and
with Wall Street. And the Teapot
Dome has shown that the Coolidge
edtqinistration is even worse than the
Wflspn or Harding administration.
Against Wilson and Harding no per-
sonal proofs have been found so far;

but President Coolidge is personally
involved in the oil stench. The coun-
try does not know today what will
be the next step of our president to-
morrow, a message or a confession.
Even the most narrow minded aver-
age American citizen sees with as-
tonishment that all professional per-
secutors of the working class, all Red
baiters are at the same time in the
pay of finance capital. Palmer, the
attorney general of the Wilson ad-
ministration, the infamous initiator of
wholesale deportation of Communists
in 1920, is working today on the
’payroll of McLean, the friend of
Harding and Coolidge and the proven
liar of the oil investigation. And At-
torney General Daugherty, the no-
torious instigator of the criminal in-

important task to drill that into the
minds of the masses, that the Teapot
Dome of the oil industry is but r
sample of a hundred other Teapot
Domes in oUier industries. JThe coun-
try begins to see that the individual
bribing of corrupt individuals in ad-
ministrations and Congress is only a
dramatized symptom of the much
more important and deeper system:
that the whole administration, the
whole congress, whether it is individu-
ally bribed or not is the kept servant
of big capital. The country is begin-
ning to realize that individual cor-
ruption is only the by-product of the
system which is the rule of big cap-
ital in government.

Capitalists Rule Both Parties.
Teapot Dome has shown that capi-

junction against the railroad strike
and the criminal director of the
Bridgeman, Michigan, raid against
the Communist stands today before
the country as a friend of criminals,
as accomplice in every corruption, as
a criminal himself.

The Governmental “Bran Check.”
History works with surprising jus-

tice and with considerable irony. It
compromised the Democratic Wilson
administration and the Republican
Harding-Coolidge administration. But
that is not enough. It unmasked not
only the past and present administra-
tions, but the future administration
too. The two most likely candidates
for the presidency, McAdoo, the Dem-
ocrat and Coolidge, the Republican
are today the targets of suspicion and
mistrust. Teapot Dome proved that
McAdoo, to the “progressive” Demo-
crat, asked and obtained money not
only from Doheny the oil man, but
from big steel interests and from oth-
er big capitalist forces. McAdoo sold
hi* “poKtioal influence" as a street-
walker sells her virtue to every com-
er indiscriminately, with the only dif-
ference that he charged enormously
high prices.

The country thought at first that
the bribing of Secretary of the In-
terior Fall, was only a case of indi-
vidual corruption. But then the in-
dividual cases multiplied more and
more, and with ever greater rapidity.
With bitter indignation the masses
see that every administration of the
country in the last decade is involved
in the corruption, that every out-
standing figure of the United States
government is part of the financial
and political prostitution. The coun-
try begins to see that what Teapot
Dome exposes is no longer a case of
individual corruption of certain kept
men, but it is a system, it is a case
of a kept government. The country is
beginning to see, and it is our most

tal rules both capitalist parties and
their administrations, not only in do-
mestic politics, but also in foreign
politics. Teapot Dome has shown
that American oil capital wants to
conquer Mexico at all cost. It has
proved that oil capital appointed
Secretary of the Interior Fall be-
cause he was so “strong” for chang-
ing the Mexican constitution which
was an obstacle in the way of the
greed of American capitalists. Tea-
pot Dome proved that oil capital was
behind American intervention of
1916 in Mexico, behind the fight
against the recognition of the Obre-
gon government as well as behind
the recent De la Huerta counter-rev-
olution. Teapot Dome hammered in-
to the minds of the masses that
“American interests” are always cap-
italist interests.

The cruel Teapot Dome scandal
dealt a big blow to our official Amer-
ican patriotism too. The same presi-
dents and cabinet members and ad-
mirals of the navy who fill the land
with their agitation for militarism
and navalism, who always demand
more hundreds of millions of dollars
for their military purposes have at
the same time unscrupulously betray-
ed the interests of national defense
and handed over the oil reserves of
the navy to private capitalists. Tea-
pot Dome has revealed the close, deli-
cate connections existing between
war, patriotism and corruption. The
war grafts, the plundering of the
Veterans’ Bureau and Teapot Dome
together have shown that the capi-
talists rr.akp war and organize big
armies and navies when the patriotic
interests of profit demand it. But
they are willing to cripple the army
and navy if that will bring them pro-
fit

The Masses Are Awaking.
Teapot Dom 6 has raised the ques-

tion of public ownership all along

By JOHN PEPPER

the front. The giving away of the
oil fields of the nation has alarmed
the masses who had tolerated with-
out protest the great process of ex-
propriation which made the wholg
country the possession of a handful
of trust magnates.

Os course we Communists knew all
that, before the Teapot Dome scan-
dal happened. We have always said
over and over again to the masses
that that’s the way it all is; but the
masses themselves did not see all that
and did believe it. The revolutionary
significance of Teapot Dome is just
this: that it has beaten into the minds
of the masses this elementary Marx-
ist-Lcninist truth on the nature of
capitalist government, on the pergon-
al identity of cabinet members and

- IT HAS COME TO THIS ~|
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Farmer; What shall we do with the offal?
Worker; Bury the darn thing.

bankers, on the aggressive charac-
ter of imperialism and the peculiarly
mixed nature of capitalist profit-pa-
triotism and profit-high treason. The
Communist talk against government
was “un-American”. Today the
American government itself is the
best propagandist and agitator
against itself. Teapot Dome conferred
citizenship upon distrust in our holy
democratic government. Teapot
Dome has given an enormous impet-
us to the ideological process of unifi-
cation of the masses of workers with
the Communist vanguard.

The True Role of the State*.
The masses are beginning to rec-

ognize tha true nature of our gov-
ernment, and that has called forth
an elementary force of the masses
as against the government. Millions
of workers and farmers who, untilnow have had a naive, almost in-
born confidence in American democ-
racy, have lost and are losing their
faith. This newly bom mistrust is
not strong enough as yet and will not
be strong enough in the near future
to call forth a general disillusion-
ment with democracy and turn the
masses to the Soviet system. But
it is strong enough to tear away the
non-capitalist masses from the cap-
italist parties and to bring them in-
to new parties. Teapot Dome has
given a tremendous impetus to the
crystallization of a Farmer-Labor
Party as well as a Third Party. On
June 17, a class Farmer-Labor Party
will be organized and it is unques-
tionable that after the Republican
and Democratic conventions a Third
Party in some form or other will be
organized. Under the pressure of
the masses vacillating “leaders” like
LaFollette are forced to act. La-
Follette withdrew his candidacy from
the Republican primaries. The oil
investigation committee and the

I (Continued on Page 7)



Coolidge Does His Bit ■ ■ By JAY LQVfcSTQNE
might' stand a better chance of get-
ting the Senate’s approval. Our chief
Executive then chose the Lame Duck
Ex. Senator Pomerene and the rela-
tively unknown Mb'. Owen J. Roberts
of Philadelphia. These corporation
tools have been accepted by the Sen-
ate, despite the opposition of the pro-
gressive group and a few stray Sen-
ators.

The Case of Mr. Pomerene
An examination of the services

rendered by Mr. Pomerene to the big
business interests, while he was a
Senator and after he was kicked out
of the Senate in 1922, reveals the ir-
refutable fact that it is Mr. Cool-
idge’s intent to make a hollow mock-
ery out of the oil prosecution.

As a member of the Senate, he
was opposed to striking out from the
Esch-Cummins Law the provision
making strikes unlawful. Mr. Pome-
rene voted against extending the
Federal control of railroads for two
years. He accepted the conferencereport of the Esch-Cummins Act con-
taining objectionable anti- labor
clauses and other obnoxious provi-
sions.

When Mr. Pomerene was defeat-
ed in the election for Senator from
Ohio, he was immediately rewarded
by the railroad corporations he so
loyally served in the capital. Today
Mr. Pomerene is one of the biggest
railroad attorneys in the country.
His firm is one of the strongest cor-
porations in Ohio. According to his
own statements before the Interstate
Commerce Commission, his firm is
the representative of fifteen of the
biggest railroads iu the country. One
of these is the Pennsylvania Railroad
which is an uncompromising enemy
of organized labor.

Mr. Pomerene is also on the pay
roll of the National Transportation
Institute, which is a propaganda or-
ganization in favor of the united
railway capitalists. Mr. Pomerene has
admitted that he has been, for some
time, on the platform of this organ-
ization and has been paid as high as
SI,OOO for a few speeches delivered
by him in behalf of the railroad in-
terests. Mr. Pomerene’s connections
with tbs railroads go back to the
years before he was in the Senate.
He tried several cases for the Penn-
sylvania system before he was sent
to Washington.

Mr. Pomerene is an enemy of the
farmers, as well as of the workers.
At one time he appeared before the
Interstate Commerce Commission
and denounced the farmers of the
Northwest for protesting against
their hardships. Mr. Pomerene, in a
fit of rage against the complaints of
the farmers, yelled at several of their
spokesman, who appeared before the
Commission: “You sinners up in the
Northwest”.

At this moment Mr. Pomerene in
addition to being the government

PRESIDENT Coolidge’s whole pro-
cedure in the oil scandal betrays

a definite plan on his part to do ev-
erything he possibly can do to save
the Falls, Sinclairs, and Dohenys,
without breaking his own political
neck.

His choice of oil prosecutors shows
this very clearly. Practically
every man selected by the President
to prosecute the oil thieves in behalf
of the government has had his record
dipped in oil, directly or indirectly,
in some form or other.

First of all, Mr. Gregory was chos-
en. A few days after this choice was
made by the White House, the Sen-
ate Committee on Public Lands
learned officially that Mr. Gregory
was smeared with oil from head to
foot No one, of course, took Cool-
idge’s claims of ignorance about Mr.
Gregory’s connections with oil cor-
porations seriously.

Corporation Lawyer Strawn.
Then the lie was again given to

our Puritanic President’s confessions
of innocence and purity. Another one
of his chosen defenders of the coun-
try’s wealth against the capitalist
looters was a certain Mr. Silas H.
Strawn, a corporation lawyer of
Chicago. No sooner had his name
been announced to the press than
Mr. Melvin A. Traylor, President of
the First Trust and Savings Bank of
Chicago, gave the Public Lands Com-
mittee information which immediate-
ly disqualified Mr. Strawn. Mr. Tray-
lor acted in this fashion in order to
save the President and his reaction-
ary outfit the serious embarrassments
and great difficulties which would
confront them when the truth about
Mr. Strawn would become known af-
ter he had begun work in the legal
proceedings against the Teapot
leases.

Mr. Traylor said in part: “That his
bank was trustee under a debenture
agreement securing an issue of se-
curities of the Sinclair Crude Oil
Purchasing Company, which is owned
one-half each, by the Standard Oil
and Sinclair Companies.’’ He went

. on to show that this bank was con-
nected with the Sinclair Pipe Lines
Co., owned jointly by the Standard
and Sinclair Companies and builders
of the pipe line to the Teapot Dome;
and that the Standard Oil Company
of Indiana, “had for many years de-
posited funds in the First National
Bank of Chicago.”

Mr. Strawn, the Coolidge appoint-
tee, was found to be a director and
stockholder of the First National
Bank and the First Trust and Savings
Bank of Chicago. This was the last
nail driven into the coffin bearing Mr.
Coolidge’s pretense at any attempt
to punish the Teapot magnates.

Having lost out in his choice of
these two prosecutors, Mr. Coolidge
proceeded to secure lawyers who

operation, and assailed government
generally for absorbing too much
control over everything.”

“Everywhere you turn judicial
and semi-judicial administrative com-
missioners investigating bodies, in-
spectors of every known variety anfound. The result is that the busi-
ness man in America today feels thathe is doing business with a minion
of government looking over his
shoulder with an upraised arm and
a threatening scowl.”

Obviously Mr. Roberts will con-
cern himself much more with thesafety of the salaries and the inter-
ests of the oil presidents than withthe restoration of the stolen Teapot
Dome area. As an opponent of gov-
ernment “interference” in business,
as a disciple of the doctrine that the
government ought to aid and abet'the capitalist leaders in their exploit-
ation of the natural resources of the
country for their own private pro-
fits, Mr. Roberts can be counted on
doing his level best to save Fall,
Daugherty, Doheny and Sindair
from the penitentiary. Os courao,
as a lawyer for huge Pennsylvania
corporations, Mr. Roberts will hide
behind the most abstruse technicali-
ties of the law and thus attempt to
give an appearance of meting within
the provisions of the constitution.

Coolidge Guards Oil Thieves
Every step that Mr. Coolidge hastaken in the present oil investigation

has been a step in the direction of
securing maximum protection to ev-
ery individual that is in any way at
all connected with the Teapot leases.
Mr. Coolidge presided over the Sen-
ate when LaFollette introduced his
first resolution for an investigation
of the Sincmir deals. Mr. Coolidge
participated in Cabinet sessions while
Fall, Denby and Daugherty were per-
petrating this great steal. Mr. Cool-
idge was in communication with Mc-
Lean during the investigation.

After the Teapot explosion, Mr.
Coolidge picked arch reactionaries,
experienced corporation lawyers who
had been serving the biggest capital-
ist interests for years as the champ-
ions of the government in what we
are asked to believe is to be a gen-
uine effort to restore the stolen
wealth to the country.

Mr. Coolidge is acting in his true
role as the chief executive of a gov-
ernment whose dominant objective ie
the perpetuation of the conditions
making for Teapot leases, making for
the loss of all our natural resources.
Mr. Coolidge, the friend of McLean,
Mr. Coolidge, the president whoso
private detectives, ushers and tele-
graphers have been at the disposal
of those most guilty in the entire
affair, is today the man in whom the
capitalist class has put its faith and
hope of leading them out of tho
troublesome mess in which they find
themselves at this moment.

“prosecutor” in the oil steal, is also
attorney for a railway company in
Cleveland that is trying to secure
money from the municipal govern-
ment to the extent of about half a
million dollars.

Robert* Just As Bad
In his appointment of the other

so-called prosecutor, Mr. Coolidge
pursued precisely the same policy—-
the policy of putting the case against
despoilers of the country’s resources
in the hands of individuals who
could be counted on doing everything
in the behalf of the guilty and noth-
ing for the country.

One of the advantages attached to
Mr. Robert’s nomination by Coolidge
is his being a comparative nonentity.
Mr. Roberts record of service to the
corporate interests is not well-known
amongst the masses and therefore
the Senate safely approved him as
a prosecutor without raising a storm
ofprotest.

But Mr. Roberts has very positive-
ly shown himself to be an agent ol
the big railway and oil interests. On
February 16th, 1923, this Philadel-
phia lawyer addressed the Trust
Company Division of the American
Bankers’ Association and denounced
the LaFollette investigation of the oil
industry. We reproduce in part Mr.
Robert’s speech before this body of
financial wizards, as reported by the
New York Times of February 16th,
1923, to establish the character of
this newly anointed savior of our oil
reserve 8 *

“Defends High Pay Oil Officials
—Lawyer Says Senate Inquiry Is
Propaganda For Nationalization of
Industry—Cites Value of Service—
Consumers The Beneficiaries Thru
Increased Production, Speaker As-
serts at Trust Company’s Dinner.”

The investigation of the Senate
sub-committee into the oil industry
which disclosed that A. C. Bedford,
chairman, and Walter C. Teagle,
president of the Standard Oil Co. of
New Jersey, received salaries of
$125,000 a year each and that six
other officials received SIOO,OOO was
attacked as “propaganda” for the na-
tionalization of industry by Owen J.
Roberts, Philadelphia lawyer, last
night at the twelfth annual dinner of
the trust companies of the United
States at the Waldorf-Astoria. The
dinner was given by the trust comrpany division of the American Bank-
ers’ Association.”

Robert’s Interests.
“The members of the trust com-

pany organization cheered when the
lawyer said that the Standard Oil
offic’als earned every dollar of the
big salaries paid them because it was
their business to increase production,
which meant price reduction to the
cenrumer.”

“He attacked the government for
the condition in which the railroads
were left at the end of government

The Revolutionary Significance of Teapot Dome
new force appears and constitutes
the “balance of power”—the “pro-
gressive-radical” bloc in Congress,
composed of insurgent Republicans,
Democrats and Farmer-Laborites. It
is not Teapot Dome but much deep-
er factors of economic and political
life which have caused the sharp-
ening of the class struggle. The grow-
ing power of the monopoly of the
trusts, the world war, the unheardof centralization of federal govern-
ment, the deep-going economic crisis
of 1921-22, the intervention of the
government tn the mass struggle of
the million workers in the summer

(Continued from Page 3)
Daugherty investigation committee
are becoming ever more, as the cap-
talist dress dubs them, the “Cheka”
and the “Revolutionary Tribunal” of
the Third Party movement.

Importance of Teapot Dome.
Os course, it would be a great ex-

aggeration of the political signifi-
cance of the Teapot Dome scandal to
claim that all this was caused by the
Teapot Dome scandal. The Teapot
Dome scandal plays a big role in
sharpening 311 conflicts of the various
political groups and classes. But we
should not forget that only the un-
heard of sharpening of the class
struggle in the last years has made
the Teapot Dome scandal so signifi-
cant. Teapot Dome has not pro
duced the dissatisfaction of the
worker and farmer masses, but on
the contrary, it is the deep dissatis-
faction of the masses which makes
them so receptive to the lessons of
the Teapot Dome.

In the 1920 November elections
the Republican Party, the party of
Wall Street and the steel trust was
victorious by a seven million ma-
jority. The non-capitalist classes
who at that time were dissatisfied
with the Democratie Party on ac-
count of the war, still had complete
confidence in the Republican Party
at that time. In the 1922 November
elections this Republican majority
disappears. The Republicans were
woefully beaten, but it was not the
Democrats who were the victors. A

from confinement to local and re-
gional issues, because it helped to
make it nation-wide, because it focus-
ed it against the government.

We should not exaggerate the sig-
nificance of Teapot Dome; but we
must see clearly its tremendous rev-
olutionary significance.

Teapot Dome has strengthened to
a hitherto unheard of degree the dis-
illusionment of our masses with our
governmental system.

Teapot Dome has enlightened mil-
lions on the capitalist essence of our
democracy. ®

Teapot Dome has drawn into poli-
tical life millions of workers and
farmers who until now have kept at
a distance.

Teapot Dome gave a tremendous
impetus to the Parmer-Labor Party
movement as well as to the Third
Party movenment.

Communist Mass Party.
Teapot Dome has for the first time

made it possible for the slogan of
the Workers Party of a workers’ andfarmers’ government to become a
real demand not only of the van-
guard of the revolution, but of the
great laboring masses of factories
and farms.

And finally, in view of the big
structural changes of our society, and
the present economic depression and
approaching economic crisis, Teapot
Dome justifies Zinoviev’s well-found-
ed revolutionary optimism about the
prospects for a Communist nwies
party in the United States in the
near future.

of 1922, the bankruptcy of millions
of farmers, the victory of the Brit-
ish Labor Party, the hopeless Europ-
ean economic situation—all these fac-
tors have brought about the disinteg-
ration of the two-party system, split-
ting away of the non-capitalist mass-
es from the political leadership of
big capital and the beginning of class-
consciousness in the industrial work- 1
ers and exploited farmers.

Class Conflicts Sharpened.
Teapot Dome has not called forththe class struggle, but has simply

sharpened it because it made it more
conscious because it has elevated it

Senator Reed—an Oil Attorney
ITnITED STATES Senator James A. Reed of Missouri who hasbeen delivering speechra from coast to coast against the con-nections several of hi* colleagues have had with oil interests, hasnunself serred in the capacity of attorney for an oil corporation.

naa Wen especially vehement in his denunciation ofMcAdoo as an opponent in the Democratic presidential contest be-cause of the latter's relations to Doheny.
..

of th «
“ oil erowd" served as counsel forthe Universal Oil Co. in the summer of 1923. The case involved alaw suit brwght against the Standard Oil Co. of Indiana. The suit

J**. j
Court at Kansas City and later transferred toSanta Maria, California.

We wonder whether Senator Reed wonld like to have the work-ers choose between putting Dohcsiy’e counsel or the Universal OilCo. couneel in the White House.
The workers know that the spokesman for Doheny, Sinclair,Universal and Standard Oil interests are their enemies. Mr. Reedcan't bluff them any longer.
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