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lar nationalist rivalries are rife in Austria, Czecfho-Slo-
vakia and Hungary.

The Vatican needs support from other quarters.
Where can it get it except from the most powerful

imperialist nation in the "world, having an estimated
population of 18,000,000 Catholics, and which is extend-
ing its hegemony over all Europe, outside of Soviet Rus-
sia, at a rapid rate?

Like the kings whose thrones are trembling and the
still more luckless royalties -whose thrones have been
kicked from under them, the Vatican comes to America
and, like the kings and princes, it receives a warm wel-
come and unlimited publicity—'publicity which is of
far more value in Europe than it is here.

It is not to be sniffed at, this thunderous acclaim ac-
corded the princes of the church in Chicago and else-
where. Tihe homage and adoration of the foreign-born
in the United States, when properly transmitted and in-
terpreted, is of immense value to the Vatican in the dis-
tricts where millions of peasants are beginning to doubt
the wisdom of its doctrine of submissiveness to the land-
owners on earth and "pie in the sky" afterwards.

Secretary of Labor James J. Davis, representing Presi-
dent Coolidge, addressed the Eucharist Congress. Per-
haps %the high pitch of enthusiasm for the entire con-
gress was reached when, obviously referring to Mexico,
he said that the United States would tolerate no inter-
ference with religious liberty. The Chicago Tribune, in
reporting this gladsome spectacle, remarked that the
assembled prelates "exchanged joyful smiles."

This incident, .when related in the clerical journals of
Europe, will do much to strengthen the Vatican.

Just as in Europe, the Vatican has fallen on evil days
in Mexico. Once the largest single landholder in Mexico,
the revolution has stripped it of its landed property.
Recognized as the strongest supporter of reaction, the
Catholic church in Mexico has been separated from the
state and, as are other religious denominations, is pre-
vented from carrying on the "educational activities'
which the Mexican masses have come to understand
are nothing more or less than propaganda and organiza-
tion for the return of landlordism.

The Catholic church can be forged into a 'powerful
weapon for American Imperialism—not only in Mexico
but in all Latin-America and the Philippines where it
held undisputed sway for centuries under Spanish rule.

The leadership of many powerful unions is Catholic
and already, in tftie protest sent by John Fitzpatrick of
the Chicago Federation of Labor against the expulsion
of certain Catholic dignitaries from Mexico, and the
welcome to the Eucharist Congress voted by that body at
his request, 'We have an inkling of the forces which are
at work to line up the Vatican, the Catholic church in
America, sections of labor officialdom and American im-
perialism for a new drive on Mexico.

Triumphant reaction is the only phrase which de-
scribes the Eucharist Congress. The disappearance of
the Ku Klux Klan while the congress was capturing
Chicago is significant in that it indicates that the klan
as such is no powerful political influence in the United
States. It was told to shut up and keep out of sight and
it did so.

American reaction had more important business in
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hand. It was busy making a united front with the best
organized and most militant religious institution in the
world—one which holds in ignorance and superstition
millions of workers and peasants and which American
imperialism believes it can use to good advantage. The
Vatican is willing to be used because it too needs a pow-
erful ally.

'Each party to the alliance has something to contri-
bute wihich the other can use.

The Vatican wants:
1. Support in Europe for the building of a new Catho-

lic bloc.
2. Support in Mexico to re-establish itself as a poli-

tical factor and regain its landed property.
3. Sympathetic support in other Latin-American

countries.
4. Full freedom for its supporters to engage in poli-

tical campaigns for the highest government offices. (Al
Smith of New York, potential candidate for the presi-
dency; George Brennan of Illinois, candidate for United
States senator.)

American imperialism wants:
1. ^Support in Europe for its financial and industrial

enterprises.
2. The complete subjugation of Mexico, its reduction

to the status of a colony.
3. A minimum of resistance to its 'plans for the con-

quest of all Latin-America.
4. Strengthening of the influence of an organization-

ally competent religion among the workers in basic in-
dustry which will make more difficult the task of build-
ing powerful unions.

Both want to crush the Communist International and
its sections because both understand that the working
class under Communist leadership is their only danger-
ous enemy.

It may be that the alliance of the two most reaction-
ary forces in the world was not perfected during the Eu-
charist Congress but all the evidence points to the fact
that a fairly good understanding was reached.

''Religion," said Marx, "is the opium of the people."
Opium ipoisoning can be counteracted only by prolonged
exercise. The poison of the Eucharist Congress, the dan-
ger of the alliance of American imperialism with the
Vatican, can be overcome only by an intensification of
working class activity and struggle—struggle centering
around the daily needs and demands of workers in basic
industry during the process of which they can see who
supports them and who, and what forces, are found in
the ranks of the enemy.

In the coming struggles Whose faint signs can be seen
in the American economic and political arena, in the
struggles in the colonial and semi-colonial countries,
where the Catholic church and American imperialism are
and will be found together against the masses, both
will be exposed in a much more convincing manner than
that in which the Eucharist, ''the body and blood of
Christ," exposed on the Catholic altar, in a ritual origi-
nating in the pagan sacrifice of the god, brings convic-
tion of the certainty of heavenly joys to those too meek
to fight 'the lords of finance and industry.

The thin, unleavened wafer that is the Eucharist can-
not satisfy the hunger of millions.

The Split in the English Liberal Party
By John Pepper

rpHE process of split in the Liberal Party of Great Brit-
i-an has fiow reached one of its last stages. The ses-

sions of the parliamentary fraction of this 'Party gave
twenty votes to Lloyd George, ten votes to Asquith,
with four abstentions. At the same time a severe reso-
lution was adopted against Asquith. This session signi-
fied a victory for Lloyd George and a split within the
Liberal Party.

These events are no more than the climax of the de-
cline of the once so mighty Liberal Party, a decline that
has been going on regularly for many years.

Great historical traditions were once embodied in the
Liberal Party. Once it was the party of the progres-
sive bourgeoisie. In the eighteenth and the nineteenth
centuries it was a model for the liberals of the whole
world. Free trade and toleration, compromise and mag-
naminity of the British bourgeoisie, rich and wise (wise
because rich)—such was the ideology of Liberalism.
Manchesteri'sm was its political-economic doctrine. Or
in other words: a free road ifor the "efficient" capital-
ists, free starvation for the "inefficient" millions of
workers; free trade on the broad seas that were "free"
because they were protected by the English fleet.

The industrial revolution, the stormy development of
capitalism, raised the Liberal Party to its greatness.
In no country of the world did Liberalism develop so
completely, so elaborately, in such purity. But the god
Chronos devours his own children. The further develop-
ment of capitalism has now destroyed the Liberal Party.
The Liberal Party was a party of the bourgeoisie during
the period of individual capitalists, of captains of indus-
try, of independent Industrialists, of proud commercial
lords, in a word, of the world of free competition. But
even in Great Britain free competition is no more. The
period of monopoly has burst in, and with it the decline
of Liberalism. Even in industrial England, slowly but
certainly growing more backward, trusts and cartels
arise. Finance capital -becomes ever mightier; the last
decade in particular has seen a stormy development of
monopoly in banks, in shipping, in ship-building and in
railroad transportation. The powerful new industrial
and financial monopolies no longer look upon the Liberal
Party with its antiquated free trade ideology, with its
doctrines on toleration and compromise, as their own
party.

With the development of the imperialist stage of Brit-
ish capitalism the Conservative Party became more and
more the official Party of the great bourgeoisie. There
was no end to the desertions of the representatives of
the capitaalists from the Liberal Party. The Liberal
Party 'began to transform itself into a party of the petty
bourgeoisie, of the broad strata of the technical and
other intellectuals, and of many sections of the working

class. Simultaneously, the representatives of the big
bourgeoisie seized the leadership of the Conservative
Party. The "Die-hards," the representatives of aristo-
cratic landlordism, still play a large role in the Conserva-
tive Party, but the real leaders of this party in recent
times have been the industrialists, Bonar Law and Bald-
win.

The last decade was already marked by continuous
crackings within the Liberal Party. Splits and reunions
were on the order of the day as everyday events.
Lloyd George split the party and formed the coalition
cabinet with the Conservatives during the war while
Asquith managed even in such hard times to hold aloft
the banner of "free liberalism." As soon as the Con-
servatives began to feel strong enough to take over the
leadership without the petty bourgeois-demagogic Lloyd
George, they expelled him from the cabinet and for a
time two Liberal fractions dragged out a miserable ex-
istence. Then came the reunion of Lloyd George and
Asquith. They embraced each other, but the gentle-
manly Asquith held the dagger ready in his right hand
and the plebian Lloyd George was ready with his knife.
The collapse of the Liberal Party in the elections in 1924
let loose a period of endless fractional struggles and
discussions. The discussion raged particularly about the
"Coal Plan" of Lloyd George who—with demagogic
phrases—began to assail the capitalists. Another cen-
ter of discussion was Lloyd George's land scheme which
demanded the "nationalization" of the great estates. But
every discussion came back to the fundamental ques-
tion: What should be the attitude of the liberal Party in
the question of private property and its relation to the
labor movement?

Already earlier in the year the disintegration began.
Sir Alfred Mond, an influential capitalist, left the Lib-
eral Party and joined the Conservatives. In his letter
to Lord Oxford he gave the basis for his resignation as
follows: the only question of importance today is So-
cialism versus Ind iv idua l i sm and the Conservative Party
is the better instrument for the struggle against Social-
ism. The general strike greatly hastened the collapse
o£ the Liberal Party. The petty bourgeois wing under
the leadership of Lloyd George, vacillated between the
working class and the government. Lloyd George wrote:

"I see no possibility of agreeing with the declara-
tions that condemn the general strike, because these
declarations say nothing in criticism of the govern-
ment which is as responsible if not more so." (Re-
translated)

The big 'bourgeois wing of the Party under the leader-
ship of Lord Grey completely identified itself, during the
general strike, with the Conservative government, with
the introduction of the Emergency Powers Act, with the
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persecution of the working class. Lord Oxford declared
that the conduct of Lloyd George, particularly in regard
to the fact that in the American press he described the
course of the general strike as a great paralysis of entire
British industry and transport, was unloyal and treason-
able and could in no way be associated with the leading
positions in the Liberal Party. Lloyd George accepted
this declaration of war. In the sessions of the Party
leadership, the so-called "Shadow Cabinet," Lloyd George
remained in the minority. But the praliamentary frac-
tion gave him a majority.

What will happen now? For a time of course, there
will be two small Liberal fractions in parliament, but
even these tiny remnants of the once so mighty English
Liberalism, will hardly be able to maintain their exist-
ence. The general strike split the Liberal Party and the
sharper the class antagonisms become, the less room
there is for the mediating and tolerance-preaching Liber-
alism. More and more clearly do the two great basic
classes of modern society face each other. To a greater
and greater degree is the bourgeoisie represented
through the Conservative Party and the proletariat
through the Labor Party. Between the two of these
millstones Liberalism is ground to pieces.

This situation is characterized most bluntly in a state-
ment of Hilton Young who has left the Liberal Party
and joined the Conservatives. He writes in a letter to
Prime Minister Baldwin:

"I SEE ONLY ONE CHASM in our contemporary
politics. On the one side is individual freedom and
prosperity based on constitutional methods, on the
other side is Socialism and rebellion that depend
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more and more openly on unconstitutional methods.
The general strike has convinced me that in the face
of this situation the maintenance of petty political
differences is no longer compatible with duty to
society." (Retranslated)

Capitalism or Socialism—this is now the great ques-
tion . . . . and the "petty political differences" are be-
ginning to vanish. Yesterday it was Sir Alfred Mond,
today it is Hilton Young and tomorrow it will be Lord
Grey and Lord Asquith who will be in the same dilemma.
The development of great monopolies, the sharpening of
class contradictions, the growth of political independ-
ence of the working class, the decline of British imper-
ialism divide all England ever more clearly into two
camps: into the camp of the bourgeoisie and into the
camp of the proletariat. The more conscious bourgeois
elements of the Liberal Party have already drawn the
conclusion from the situation and have openly gone over
to the Conservatives.

Lloyd George attempts to impede this great historical
process and is now trying to form an alliance with the
Labor Party just as during the war he made his alliance
with the Conservatives. He fails, however, to take into
consideration the great fact that not only are ever
greater masses of workers leaving the old historical par-
ties and joining the Labor Party, as the series of by-
elections shows, but that within the Labor Party itself
there is a growing differentiation between those who be-
tray their class and those, who fight for it. The collapse
of the Liberal Party must of necessity come, and it is
good that it should come. With the disappearance of
Liberalism there disappears also one of the most impor-
tant hindrances in the revolutionization of England.
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The Railroad Employees1 Department
Convention

By Wm. Z. Foster

TN order to understand the convention of the Railway
Employees' Department of the American Federation

of Labor, which took place in Chicago, from June 28 to
July 2, it is necessary to trace the evolution of the trade
unions on the railroads during the past few years.

A Period of Growth.

During the war and immediately afterwards the 16
principal railroad unions made great progress in many
ways. First, they became enormous numerically. Prev-
iously, most of them were merely skeleton organizations,
but in the war situation they rapidly expanded until
they included about 1,800,000 railroad workers. The
railroad unions also tended radically to depart from their
old policy of isolation from each other and to unite for
common action. A new spirit of solidarity developed,
which was manifested through an intricate network of
national and local federations. The get-together move-
ment culminated in all 16 unions, in active co-operation
together, securing a single national agreement with the
government which then controlled the railroads. The
railroad unions also became very active politically.
About this time they laid the basis for the Conference
for Progressive Political Action, which for a time prom-
ised to develop into a Labor Party. These unions also
began to radicalize their program. They adopted the
principle of nationalization of the railroads, in the form
of the so-called Plumb Plan, which proposed that the
government, the unions, and the railroad technicians
should operate the railroads. Gompers violently opposed
the Plumb Plan, with the result that the railroad unions
forced its adoption by the A. F. of L. Convention in
1P20, thus giving Gompers the greatest defeat in his
career. Enormously strong numerically, with a develop-
ing solidarity amongst themselves, very .active politic-
ally, and with a growing radicalism, the railroad unions
at this period formed the progressive wing of the A.
F. of L. and were infusing the whole labor movement
with a new spirit.

The Decline of the Railroad Unions.

This promising development of the railroad unions has
collapsed utterly in the face of the employers' offensive,
which began to take shape shortly after the close of the
war. The first step of the employers was to transfer
the railroads back from government to private control.
Then came the establishment of the Railroad Labor
Board, which, entirely controlled by the companies, im-
mediately began a war against the unions and wage
standards of the workers. The national agreement was
abrogated. By making concessions to the more aristo-
cratic unions, the Four Brotherhoods, the Railroad Labor
Board broke them away from the other unions, thus deal-

ing a fatal blow to the railroad federations. In all these
moves the unions were on the retreat. This retreat be-
came an oitter rout in and after the Shopmen's strike
of 1922. While seven of the unions struck, nine re-
mained at work, flagrantly betraying the strike and dis-
rupting the solidarity of the workers. The strike was
lost after a long and heroic struggle.

The after-effects of this defeat, the worst ever suf-
fered by American railroad workers, were devastating.
The shop unions were almost wiped out, as were the big
unions of trackmen, clerks, etc., which were demoralized
by their leaders' treachery in the strike. The total loss
of members amounted to 600,000 or more. The railroads
established company unions everywhere. The weak-
ened unions lost enormously in morale and fighting
spirit. In an effort to stem the defeat and flight of the
unions, the left wing in and around the Workers Party
and the Trade Union Educational League, militantly
proposed that the crisis be met by amalgamating the
fragmentary unions and iby an active campaign for the
reorganizaiton of the demoralized masses.

Intensified Class Collaboraiton.

Rejecting categorically the militant demands of the
left wing, the railroad trade union bureaucrats outlined
a program of abject surrender to the railroad companies
by plunging into various schemes of intensified class
collaboration. They introduced the so-called Baltimore
and Ohio Plan, which causes the degeneration of the
trade unions in the direction of company unions. They
abandoned all idea of struggle against the companies.
They gave up the project of nationalizing the railroads.
The Plumb Plan, which five years ago had the united
endorsement of the 16 unions, is now completely dis-
carded and almost forgotten. The bureaucrats also gut-
ted the C. P. P. A., which at one time had the affiliation
of aJbout 2,500,000 workers and farmers, and reasserted
their allegiance to the old Gompers policy of support-
ing the two capitalist parties. The crowning policy of
this general program of retreat and reaction, which be-
gan after the close of the war, is the infamous Watson-
Parker Railroad Law. This law practically provides for
compulsory arbitration, outlawing of strikes, recognition
of company unionism, throwing of labor disputes into
the civil courts, and various other anti-labor features.
The promising railroad unions of a few years ago have
suffered a debacle through the retreat policy of the
bureaucracy.

A Class Collaboration Convention.

The situation for railroad unionism is serious. The
unions have ibeen tremendously weakened. Their morale
is at a low ebb. Except in the case of the Brother-




