THE MINERS’ STRUGGLE
IN ENGLAND

The Results of the British Miners’  Fight.
By John Pepper.

The fight of the British miners is approaching its and
one district after another is concludirfg’.r separagne agig’nen‘ts
with the mineowners. The ranks of those who have not retur-
ned to work are becoming thinner and thinner. The gueriila
warfare is only being continued in a few districts, but even
there the resistance of the workers is growing weaker from day

to daFy. . )

or seven whole months has . this struggle lasted, one of
the greatest events in the whole international Labour movement
of recent years. Now, that it has entered on its last phase, the
time has come to draw up the balance of this heroic mass
struggle and to draw the logical condusions. How can we ex-
plain the enormous significance of the fight of the British mi-
ners? In the first place in that the background of this fight is the
decline of the British Emwpire, a situation in which the British
capitalists, in view of their desperate struggie for the world
market, are no longer able to make great eoncessions to the
working class, and in which any great fight of the workers to
maintain their former standard of living mwust inevitably wmeet
with resistance from the whole bourgeoisie and their Govern-
ment and must necessarily develop into a political fight.

The character of the iight was determined above all by the
circumstance that the British coal mining industry is now pas-
sing through a severe crisis which places the British bourgeoisie
before the dilemma of getting rid either of its “superfluous coai”
or of its “superfluous miners”. All the characteristic features of
the great fight are due to these chief factors. We can only com-
pletely understand- the significance of this struggle if ‘we {ake
the following circumstances into consideration.

The struggle of the miners which lasted for seven months,
was connected with the first general striké and was to some
extent simultaneous with it. Clausewitz, the great theorist on

. 'military strategy once said that it is only possible to understand
the significance of a war il we take info consideration that it
is carried on in an atmosphere of danger. It is equally difficuit
to understand the struggle of the miners unless we fake into
consideration that durieg the whole seven months there was
an atmosphere of emergency conditions, i. e. the open application
of dictatorial power on the part of the capitalist Govern.nent.

From the very beginning the situation was characterised by.

an unusual intensification of the relations between the classes.
Above all two hostile forces, the coal magnates and the miners,
came into collision (according to the excellent expression of the
“Economist” *“an. irresistible force came info contact with an
innmovabile object””). Then, however, the fight of {he miners
started the veneral attack ol the bourgeoisie on the whole trade
untion movement rolling.

Finallv, one of the most important characteristic peculiarities
in this fight was the circumstance that not such pronounced
“Right” leaders as lodges were at the head of the Miners’ Fede-
ration, but Herbert Smith and Cook, who are known as “Left”
leaders. Perhaps no fight has ever led to such important econo-
mi¢ consequences as the present fight of the miners. In the course
of the seven months' fight, not only the political but the whole
economic life of the country depended on it. All the important
branches of imdustry were paralvsed as were also the whole
exports and imports of Creat Britain. For several months the
whole world market was under the influence of the British
miners’ fight and the economic crisis in Great Britain as well
as the improvement in the juncture of aliairs in the countries
of Central Europe were connected with the struggle. As regards
the economic side, the strike proved a very strong weapon and
now, when the struggle is nearing its end, we can state that the
miners were compelled to capitulate not so much by the pressure
of the dictatorial power of the Government, not so much because
of the superiority of the forces of the coal magnates, not so much
by hunger. as in the lirst place, chiefly, because of the treachery
of the leaders of the British Labour movement and owing to the
efforts ol international Reformism.

“a revolutionary fight, the Reformists once more come 10

—— NO. N

The heroic fight of the British miners will always rem
one of the most giorious chapters in the history of t-h':essm:":
for the emancipation of the proletariat. The hisfory of the d::
of the miners is purely and simply the history of the treacl
of the Reformist leaders. The amalysis of this great strug
shows four ditferent periods. In the first period the whole b
tish working class fought with the miners and even comme-
the official leaders of the trade union movement to place the
selves at the head of the general strike. In the second period
Miners’ Union was left alone in the fight and the treacher «
the official leaders of the trade union movement isolated the =
ners from the other workers. Nevertheless the Miners’ Fu:
ration, although it was isolated, represented a tremendous i+
ting force which would have had every prospect of success. i
there been ‘a united leadership and had the strupgle taken
course it ought to have taken. In the third period, the leui::
of the Miners’ Federation, having till then vacillated. showa
tendency to capitulate. They recommended accepting the 1
posals of the Bishops, they sabotaged the extension of the Iy
recommended by South Wales. they called upon the worker- -
accept the comditions of capitulation laid down by the Gover:
ment. The fourth period of the struggle began at the mon:
when all the former leaders (with few exceptions) left the i.
ting masses of the miners to their fate. In the most critical per:.

» of the fight these old leaders failed, and destroyed the un:

front of the miners by asseating to district agreements bx:.

- conduded.

_ Side by side with ﬂle.lgenerai treachery of the old Rei:

. mist leaders, we see new leaders cmgaing up. These new leadc -

were provided by the Conmmunist arty of Great Britain
sthe Minority Movement. Whereever the influence of, the Conmn.
nists and the Minorily Movement made itself felt, the mi
passed resolutions which festified to their determination to Ii"
having remained unshaken, C :

The same picture was ,seen‘in“an imternational meust”
The Reformist trade union leaders and social dentocracy lelt 1
fighting miners to, their fate in the mést shameful way, and o¢

‘the Comintern and the reVolufionary trade umions fulfilled -~

internationtal duty. The attitude of the trade unions of the Sovi
Union which gave evidence of their solidarity, was a brilhar
exanmle for the whole international working class.

_ Alfter seven morths of lighting and starvation, the mm?
are. returning into the dark depths of the shafts. This ume o
battle is lost; the working day is lengthened, wages are redin”
and the miners have been forced. fo enfer into long period 12
ments; the inporiance of a united trade union has been cons
rably reduced thanks to the conclusion of district agreemet:

These are facts which no one can deny, and the Refori~"
are sure to use them in order to draw the conclusion 1th? ‘
would have been better not to Fight at all. After everv deicat ©

Prachi

now's conclusion that “it would have been better ot to have 5
up arms at all”. The Reformists, however, are telling lies. b
medal has its reverse side. The fight of the miners has not b«
useless. Not only the miners, but' the whole British work'
class and the world proletariat will have much to learn I
this fight. The British working class, which has for decii
been deeply sunk in the stough of opportunism, has now Jea
from the experiences of the general strike and the miners h%
how to fight against the bourgeoisie. The general strike '
seven months’ struggle of the miners and the emergency -
tions have greatly altered the British working class. It is 1
sing through a deep-reaching process of revolutionisation. d
many British workers have aiready found the path leading i’
towards the Communist Party.

The Brilish and the international proletariat have learnt "
following immportant truths from the experiences of the minc:
fight:

1. The efforts of the bourgeoisie to stabilise capitalism ™
cvitably lead to great mass fights and hasten the oveithrow v
capitalism.

2 Every important event in the Labour movement of i
country will now inevitably become an international event it
must be regarded by the international proletariat as a com”
cause of the workers.

3. Every great economic fight of the workers with the =+
ground of disintegrating capitalism turns into a political fi!
It must be carried on with the application of political means



4, The workers camnot be victouious either in great econo-
mic fights or in great political fights as long as the Reformists
are at their head. Only when they are led by new revolutionary
leaders will they be able to carry on their struggie for their stan-
dard of living and for political freedom to a victorious end.





