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THE MINERS' STRUGGLE
IN ENGLAND

The heroic fight of the British miners will always rema
one of the most glorious chapters in the history of the struggfor the emancipation of the proletariat . The history of the defeof the miners is purely and simply the history of the treacherof the Reformist leaders . The analysis of this great strugg
shows four different periods . In the first period the whole BrThe Results of the British Miners' Fight. tish working class fought with th

e

miners and even compelle
By John Pepper .

The fight o
f

the British miners is approaching its end , and
one district after another is concluding separate agreements
with the mineowners . The ranks of those who have not retur-
ned to work are becoming thinner and thinner . The guerilla
warfare is only being continued in a few districts , but even
there the resistance o

f

the workers is growing weaker from day
to day .

For seven whole months has this struggle lasted , one o
f

the greatest events in the whole international Labour movement

o
f

recent years . Now , that it has entered on its last phase , the
time has come to draw up the balance o

f
this heroic mass

struggle and to draw the logical conclusions . How can we ex-
plain the enormous significance o

f

the fight o
f

the British mi-
ners ? In the first place in that the background of this fight is the
decline o

f

the British Empire , a situation in which the British
capitalists , in view o

f

their desperate struggle for the world
market , are no longer able to make great concessions to the
working class , and in which any great fight of the workers to

maintain their former standard of living must inevitably meet
with resistance from the whole bourgeoisie and their Govern-
ment and must necessarily develop into a political fight .

The character of the fight was determined above all by the
circumstance that ,the British coal mining industry is now pas-
sing through a severe crisis which places the British bourgeoisie
before the dilemma o

f getting rid either of its "superfluous coal "

or of its "superfluous miners " . All the characteristic features o
f

the great fight are due to these chief factors . We can only com-
pletely understand the significance o

f

this struggle if we take
the following circumstances into consideration .

The struggle of the miners which lasted for seven months ,

was connected with the first general strike and was to some
extent simultaneous with it . Clausewitz , the great theorist on
military strategy once said that it is only possible to understand
the significance o

f
a war if we take into consideration that it

is carried on in an atmosphere of danger . It is equally difficult

to understand the struggle of the miners unless we take into
consideration that during the whole seven months there was
an atmosphere o

f emergency conditions , i . e . the open application

o
f

dictatorial power , on the part o
f

the capitalist Govern.nent .

From the very beginning the situation was characterised b
y

an unusual intensification of the relations between the classes .

Above all two hostile forces , the coal magnates and the miners ,

came into collision (according to the excellent expression o
f

the"Economist " "an irresistible force came into contact with an
immovable object ' ) . Then , however , the fight of the miners
started the general attack of the bourgeoisie on the whole trade
union movement rolling .

Finally , one o
f

the most important characteristic peculiarities

in this fight was the circumstance that not such pronounced

"Right " leaders a
s Hodges were at the head o
f

the Miners ' Fede-
ration , but Herbert Smith and Cook , who are known a

s "Left "

leaders . Perhaps no fight has ever led to such important econo-
mic consequences a

s the present fight o
f

the miners . In the course

o
f

the seven months ' fight , not only the political but the whole
economic life o

f the country depended on it . All the important
branches of industry were paralysed as were also the whole
exports and imports of Great Britain . For several months the
whole world market was under the influence of the British
miners ' fight and the economic crisis in Great Britain as well
as the improvement in the juncture o

f

affairs in the countries

o
f

Central Europe were connected with the struggle . As regards
the economic side , the strike proved a very strong weapon and
now , when the struggle is nearing its end , we can state that the
miners were compelled to capitulate not so much by the pressure

o
f the dictatorial power o
f

the Government , not so much because

o
f the superiority o
f

the forces o
f

the coal magnates , not so much
by hunger , as in the first place , chiefly , because o

f

the treachery

o
f

the leaders o
f

the British Labour movement and owing to the
-efforts of international Reformism .

the official leaders of the trade union movement to place ther
selves a

t

the head o
f

the general strike . In the second periodMiners ' Union was left alone in the fight and the treachery othe official leaders of the trade union movement isolated the m

ners from the other workers . Nevertheless the Miners ' Fede
ration , although it was isolated , represented a tremendous fi

g
h

ting force which would have had every prospect o
f

success, h
a

there been a united leadership and had the struggle taken th
e

course it ought to have taken . In the third period , the leaders

o
f

the Miners ' Federation , having till then vacillated , showed
tendency to capitulate . They recommended accepting the pro
posals o

f

the Bishops , they sabotaged the extension o
f

the figh
recommended by South Wales , they called upon the workers to

accept the conditions o
f capitulation laid down by the Govern

ment . The fourth period o
f

the struggle began a
t

the mome
when all the former leaders (with few exceptions ) left the figh
ting masses of the miners to their fate . In the most critical perio

o
f

the fight these old leaders failed , and destroyed the united
front o

f

the miners by assenting to district agreements being
concluded .

Side by side with the general treachery of the old Refor
mist leaders , we see new leaders cropping u

p
. These new leaders

were provided by the Communist Party o
f

Great Britain a
n
d

the Minority Movement . Whereever the influence o
f

the Commu

nists and the Minority Movement made itself felt , the miner
passed resolutions which testified to their determination to fi

g

having remained unshaken .

The same picture was seen in an international measure
The Reformist trade union leaders and social democracy left th

e

fighting miners to their fate in the most shameful way , and onl
the Comintern and the revolutionary trade unions fulfilled their
international duty . The attitude o

f

the trade unions of the Soviet
Union which gave evidence o

f

their solidarity , was a brilliant
example for the whole international working class .

After seven months o
f fighting and starvation , the miners

are returning into the dark depths , o
f

the shafts . This time th
e

battle is lost ; the working day is lengthened , wages are reduced
and the miners have been forced , to enter into long period agree
ments ; the importance o
f
a united trade union has been cons.de-

rably reduced thanks to the conclusion of district agreements.

These are facts which n
o

one can deny , and the Reformists
are sure to use them in order to draw the conclusion that
would have been better not to light at al
l
. After every defeat of

a revolutionary fight , the Reformists once more come t
o Plecha-

now's conclusion that " it would have been better not to have taken
up arms a

t all " . The Reformists , however , are telling lies . The
medal has it

s

reverse side . The fight o
f

the miners has not bee
useless . Not only the miners , but the whole British working
class and the world proletariat will have much to learn from

this fight . The British working class , which has for decades
been deeply sunk in the slough o

f opportunism , has now learn

from the experiences o
f

the general strike and the miners ' fight

how to fight against the bourgeoisie . The general strike , th
e

seven months ' struggle o
f

the miners and the emergency cond ) -

tions have greatly altered the British working class . It is pas
sing through a deep -reaching process o

f

revolutionisation , and

many British workers have already found the path leading then
towards the Communist Party .

The British and the international proletariat have learnt th
e

following important truths from the experiences o
f

the miners
fight :

1
. The efforts o
f

the bourgeoisie to stabilise capitalism in
-

evitably lead to great mass fights and hasten the overthrow o
f

capitalism .

2
. Every important event in the Labour movement of an

country will now inevitably become an international event and
must be regarded by the international proletariat as a common
cause of the workers .

3
. Every great economic fight o
f

the workers with the back
ground o

f disintegrating capitalism turns into a political figh

It must be carried o
n

with the application o
f political means .
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4. The workers cannot be victouious either in great econo-
mic fights or in great political fights as long as the Reformists
are at their head . Only when they are led by new revolutionary
leaders will they be able to carry on their struggle for their stan-
dard of living and for political freedom to a victorious end .

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
The Italian Trade Union Federation after

the Last Wave of Terror .
By Ninno Barbieri (Milan ) .

The four attempts on Mussolini were rapidly succeeding
blows on the part of reaction , the victims of which were those
proletarian and trade union organisations still in existence.
The law introducing the death penalty , the special courts ,

the fascist police etc. have completed the long chain of measures
against the proletariat . We do not speak of the arrests , the
acts of violence , beatings to death , the devastations and burnings.
The anti -fascist parties have been dissolved , the oppositional
papers suppressed , the communist members of parliament were
arrested even before the session at which all these laws were
passed . Fascism , however , has at the same time restored the
premises of the Italian Trade Union Federation (C. G. L.) to
its reformist leaders . In order to understand the significance
of this act of magnanimity on thepart of the fascists it is ne-
cessary to bear in mind two facts :
1. The attitude of the social democratic leaders of the

Italian Trade Union Federation towards fascism ;
2. The attitude of the fascist trade unions to the International

Eight Hour Agreement and to the Italian Trade Union Law .
Even before fascism took ever power the readiness of the

Italian social democracy , the leaders of the trade union Fede-
ration , to co-operate with the bourgeoisie was well known .
Their most important leaders , from D'Arragona and Baldesi
up to Colombino and Bruno , have one by one offered their
technical co-operation to the Black Shirts . The last and not
least characteristic acts of treachery to the cause of the Italian
proletariat were committed by Bruno , who led the Printers '
Union , of which he was the secretary , to fascism . There was
also the treachery of Reina , the secretary of the Hatmakers '
Union , and at the same time international secretary , who like-
wise offered his services to Fascism .
Bruno Buozzi , D'Arragona's successor , can boast of having

throttled the metal workers ' strike in Lombardy which was
commenced by the fascists in one town for purely demagogic
reasons but which had gradually developed into a general strike- on the instructions of the Committee of the Aventino Parties ,
as the organ of the social democrats itself wrote at the time .
Another trade unions secretary , Maglione , who was not even
admitted to the social democratic party , wrote a number of
articles in order to demonstrate how expedient the fascist trade
union law is. This man is today the leader of the Trade Union
Federation .
The second reason which induced Mussolini to hand back

the premises of the Trade Union Federation is to be sought on
the one hand in the fascist trade union law , and on the other
hand in the International Labour Office . The trade union law
permits the existence of trade unions such as the Trade Union
Federation is at present . The restoration of the Trade Union
Federation , which , according to the declarations of the social
democratic leaders , has been converted into a purely bureau-
cratic office and which possesses a leadership which is more
than friendly to fascism , on the one hand guarantees fascism
that the Communists will never get the leadership of this body
into their hands , and on the other hand gives Mussolini the
opportunity of demonstrating in Geneva that freedom of trade
unions is respected in Italy .
The anti -communism of the reformist leaders of the C. G. L.

is well known . They make use of the fascist reaction in order
to occupy posts to which communists have been elected , as
is proved by the examples of Turin and Trieste . They then
proceeded to take possession of the executive committees of
the Labour Chambers which were formerly occupied by the
workers through their directly elected functionaries . They sup-
pressed numerous local federations which were led by revolu-

•

•

tionary workers . They expelled from the organisations , com-
munist organisers and workers who wished to defend the trade
unions from the reactionary fascist wave and to convert them
into fighting organisations .
Therein lay the guarantee for fascism that nobody could

surpass the social democrats in preventing the revolutionary
workers from winning any influence within the Trade Union
Federation . The social democratic functionaries always were
the best friends of the bourgeoisie , the enemies of international
unity ; they were always of one opinion with Sassenbach ,

Jouhaux and Oudegeest , and they openly opposed the action in
support of the English miners initiated by the Communists in
accordance with the instructions of Amsterdam .
After the attempt on Mussolini in Bologna the position of

the C. G. L. became very difficult . Its leaders rejected the
proposal of the Communists to build up the organisation upon
the basis of the workshops , and they estranged themselves com-
pletely from the masses. The problems which they did not wish
to discuss in 1923 , are now pressing more urgently than ever
for solution ; these problems , however , have now become far
more difficult . The reactionary wave has swallowed up a great
number of revolutionary fighters . The secretariats of the local
Federations , which were in the hands of our comrades , have
been destroyed under the exceptional laws . The social demo-
crats , who are still allied with the maximalists , are still waiting
for better times ; they are waiting until freedom will one fine
day come again of itself . The leaders of the C. G. L. have
not yet understood that the proletariat wishes to win back
its freedom by fighting . Like the fascists , they hope that after
the liquidation of the Communist Party by a decree , the com-
munists also will disappear . Many of them have disappeared , it
is true : dead , in prison or driven into exile . Many of them
are to be found in the islands in the Mediterranean and the
African colonies . But it is a vain hope to believe that they
will leave the trade union Federation to its liquidators and to
fascism . The plan of the future Roman Emperor (?) is clear .
The C. G. L. may live because it can be made good use of for
certain purposes ; but the Italian workers will not put up
with this arrangement . The C. G. L. is a mass organisation .
The Italian workers have no other means of defending their
interests . The Communist Party with its clear slogans , has
always shown them the way. The Communists will also in future
defend the Trade Union Federation from the attacks of fascism
and of the social democrats , the servants of Fascism . The
struggle is a hard one , but victory is sure .

FOR THE UNITY OF THE C. P. S. U.

A New Attack of the Opposition .
(Leading Article of the "Pravda " of December 9th .)
The opposition which was defeated at the 15th party con-

ference of the C. P. of the Soviet Union attempted yesterday to
bring that which separates it from the line of the party into the
International arena .

Comrade Zinoviev said , it is true , in the introduction to his
speech that he was not appealing to the Communist International
against the decisions of the 15th party conference but these
remarks were openly hypocritical and were received by the
Plenum of the Enlarged E. C. C. I. with laughter . If one is not
appealing , why does one go there at all? Comrade Zinoviev has
not answered , although clarity in this by no means formal
question would be desirable .
Leaving out the problems which have been solved by our

party , let us ask ourselves what is the political significance of
the action of the opposition ? It is an attempt to form an inter-
national platform for all the members of the opposition and all
those elements hostile to the C. P. of the U. S. S. R. It is flirting
with Maslow and his friends who have been expelled from the
Communist International . It is a clear call : Oppositionalists of
all countries , unite !
Against whom are the efforts of the opposition directed ?

Against the decisions of the 14th party congress and the 15th
party conference of the C. P. of the U. S. S. R .. against our whole
party and against the whole Communist International .
Comrade Zinoviev who pretends to have abandoned the

fractional struggle wishes to continue this struggle and seems to




