" THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

New Phenomena in the International
Labour Movement.
By Jolm Pepper.

A nember of new phenomena are to be observed in ihe
international Labour wovement. 'TIIC temporary stabilisation of
capitalism has, in seme countries, ¢iven fresh vigour to the
ranks of the aristocracy of Labour aud increased its privileges,
with the resuft that the Labour movement has to a certain
extent. veered to the Right. On the other hand. two powerful
jactors are more and mare driving the masses of workers into
opposition to capitalisnt, and in this wuay producing a strong
current {fowards the Left in the Labour movement; these factors
are 1) the crisis and the wholcsal_c unenmplovient in a number
ot countries, 2) the successful building up of socialism in the
Soviet Union, In view of the general veering to the Left of
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the proietariat and the crystallisation of Left groups, we ¢
speak with scme justification of a new growth of tendenc:
in favour of a Sccond and a Half International. We will cite i
most important signs,

1. The alliance of the English and Russian proletariat. | -
Joint Advicory Council for Trade Union Unity of the work:
classes of Great Britain and the Soviet Union in itself repres
a form of organmisation ot this alliance. The ocontus:
ununployment and the hopeless indusirial crisis  compel
Crglish workers to regard the Soviet Union as the only
market in which it would be possible to sell English wure
The rapid succession of a Liberal, a Conservative and a Lab:
Ministry and the return to power of a Couservative Governine.
have given sufficient evidence of the impossibility ol impio.i
the situation of the English worker in the capitalistic anx:
At the same time, the prospects of social construction m i:
Soviet Union il them with frcsh hopes. That the Finnish v
Norwegian trade unions have joined the Unity Commite:
a further sign of the growth of this fighting spirit.

2. The success of the Labour delegations. One of the m-
important characteristics of our tiume is indubitably that
Furopean workers have begun to “discover” the Soviet Lo
The success of the English delegation of workers was evie
ordinary, and 1tbke results ol the visit of the German work:™
delegation are gradually  becoming more and more evidn
There were vears in which the Soviet Union was an in:
haustible source of revolutionary inspiration to the worke>
of the whole wo-id. Then camie the ¢ivil war. Both the kv
and living cenditions in the Soviet Union besan to be u
as a “terrible warn‘ng” by social democratic agitators. A
great change huas now come over the scene. Even in Ameri:
about 200,000 workers have formmed committees with the oby..
of sending workers’ delegations to the couantry of socialist et
struction and of governmient bv the workers.

3. The formation of -a Left wing of Social Democracy it
all counniries. There is now hardly a single country in wie
there is rot an embittered ficht going on between tha Lelt =
Right tendencies in the kosom of Social Demnczracy.

The stabilisation of Social Iemocracy has procexded paii!
to that of capitalism. The Hamburg World Congress had brou:
atcut the amalgamation of the Second and the Secound and a Ha
Internationals. The rejoicing over {his amalgamation how=.
did not last long. An embitiercd fight between the fracticr
is now raginy throughout international Social Democracy.

The Minority Movement in the English trade unions o
rise {o the first orvanised form of the Left wing. and now @
first steos are bteing taken to organise a Left wing in the Bri
Labour Partv. The social demo.ratic oprosition in Saxony Wi :
for a lony time preserved iis local churact:r, has now ¢’
into a movenment which embraces the whole of Germany, %
orsapised Leit grours are opnroszing the official policy of
party in Frankiort, Mecklenburg, Hamburg and even in Berit
We ‘have se°n how, at the Pa:tv Congresses of French, Pol~
ard Hungarian Social Democracy, powerful onrosition e
ments have simulianeously contz into being. The question of
coalitien government and of an wrderstanding with the v
@eoisie 15 now shaking French, German, Polish and Hungar®
Social Demacracy to their foundations.

This Left oprosition within Social Democracy is still
large evtent uncertain and wavering, Nevertheless it exists, &1
if in the fulure it continues to grow as it has done in the -
few wenths, we shall soon be able to say that befose lond
nothing but two wings — witheut a beldy — will remnn
Social Democracy which was once a united whole. ’

4. The success of the Communists at clections. The I
few months have brought success to the Communist Parie
at the clections in Belgium, Czechoslovakia and Ciermany. I
most recent municipal elections in Berlin, the Prussian P’
vincial elections and the elections for the Scuth CGerman Land-
tag have shown an increase in the number of commuiist &
a decrease in the number of social democratic votes. Fven I}
botireois Prees was compelled to acknowledge that after I
letter’ of the F.C.C.I. and after the defeat of the polict ©
Ruth Fischer-Maslov, the wmasses have again begun fo “jrf\}
nearer {o the Communist Party. The Czech Communists F)l,e‘.‘
about a million votes, and even the Berlin “Vorwirts m
regretfully to stafe that the result of the parliamentary electio™
represented the complete anmihilation of Crech Sozi De\';“‘!
cracy. Even the small Communist Party of Belgium succetIey
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in making the first breach in the mighty wall of Belgian Social
Democracy.

5. Attentpts to draw mnearer to the 3rd International. Left-
ward tendencies are mmaking their appearance not onmly in a
national but also in an international measure. One of the first
signs of this was Otto Bauer’s speech in Vienna. He was forced
to acknowledge the socialist development of the Soviet Union
and emphasised the necessity of an alliance between the inter-
national proletariat and the lirst workers’ republic. At the sam:
time, true to his nature, he demanded, more or less as a rewa:,
the liquidation of the Austrian C.P. A second sign is given
us by an interesting article from the pen of Nielson, the Danish
social democratic member of Parliament. He writes that, whilst
the Russian worker is building up socialism, the situation in
Denmark and in the whole of Europe is getting worse from day
to day and that wholesale unemployment has become a perma-
next phenomenon and that revolution is inevitable. In his opinion
however, the communists are unnecessary because they are only
disturbers of law and order and tecause, il revolution should
become necessary, it could be carried out by the Danish social
democrats alone, ’

The most important sign of the tendency to approach the
Comintern is however the latest resalution of the English Inde-
pendent Labour Party, which consists of two rarts. In the
first part it is stated that the Independ:ant Lalour Party must
endeavour to unite the Second and Third Internationals. It will
bring up this question at the next conferznce of the Second
International and at the same time approach the Third Inter-
national in writing. It proposes 1o relegate the question of armed
force to the background and to concentrate all its strength on the
fight against capitalism and imperialism. The second part of the
resolution states that the Indepeudent Latour Party will not
in the future absolutely strive to obizin complete unanimiiy in
the resolutions of the 2nd International. It no longer conceals
its Left point of view, and thanks to that “a Left wing is being
formed and a lively discussion on the new ideas and the mow
policy will develop in the whole International.”

Al these facts and events are signs of the movement, {2
differentiation and the revolutioiising of the iuternational Labour
movement. It is already possible to discern the outlines of
tendencies of the nature of those held by the Second and a
Half International among the masses of workers. Once more
the wind is in the same direction as in 1920 when the Inde-
pendent Labour Party and the German Independent Social
Democratic Party sent representatives to Mnscow to newoliate
s to the conditions of admission into the Third International.
The significance of these signs should not of course be exagga-
rated, on the other hand however we should Pe guilty of
thoughtlessness if we closed our eves to the immoriance of these
facts. It is necessary 1o manozuvre with care, patience and wise
tactics, though of course this involves a certain danger of
opportunism. It would however be a great misiake on our
part if we did not get in fouch with the masses of workers
who are pressing fowards the Left.
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