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PEPPER.

The Communist Party of Norway is
at present initiating a campaign which
may attain great, significance to the
further development of the Norwe-
gian labor movement. Our Party, only
two years old, has become the driving
force for:the formation of a big Labor
Party in Norway, Is this campaign in
conformity with concrete conditions,
does it contradict the traditions of the
Norwegian labor movement, does it
mean the liquidation of the Commun-

st Party?

What are the conditions of the
struggle for a Labor Party in Nor-

.| way?

The chief form of organization of
the political labor movement in Nor-
way has been, from the beginning, the
Labor Party. The Norwegian Work-
ers’ Party, which existed for several
decades, was built up on the basis
of the collective afliliation of the trade
The Social Democratic Parly
emerged from this Party as the re-
sult of a split. It was made up of

'| elements which refused to accept #he
"| 21 points at the time of the affiliation

of the Norwegian Workers’ Party to
the Communist Intérnaticnal. As a
result of a second split fn this Party
there emerged on the one hand a

| Communist Party, and on the other

the Workers' Party at present under
the leadership of Transmael, which
even today conforms, not to the So-
cial-Democratic, but to the Labor
Party type (organization structure
based upon collective membership of

.| entire organizations rather than indi-

vidual membership),

Hence the Labor PRarty organiza-
tion form is the old tradition of the
called
forth by social composition of the
proletariat similar to that which in
Hungary resulted in the Soecial-Demos
cratic Party, which is also organized

-1 in the Labor Party form. Neither the

Norwegian Workers’ Party nor the
Hungarian Social-Democratic Party
were produced by the social develop-
ment which ecrystalized the labor

| party form of political organization in
.| the countries of imperialism and the

labor aristocracy (Great Britain, Aus-
tralia, United States, etc.),

A powerful pressure for unity is at
present making itselfl felt within the

Norwegian labor movement. This is
shown equally by the pro-unity de-
cisions of the trade union federation
and the demagogic propaganda of the
Tranmael Party for=the “gathering”
of the working class, for the calling
of a “general workers’ congress” of
all workers’ organlz}tlons and work-
ers’ parties. The waorkers’ delegation
to the U, 8. S. R., which was made up
of representatives of all three work-
ers’ parties, was alse an expression
of this unification trgnd. The slogan
for the founding of a labor party was
nothing other than afi attempt to give
organizational form to the pressure
of the working masses for unity.

The analysis of the situation shows
that the tactics of the Norwegian
Communist Party in seizing the initia-
tive for the formation of a Labor
Party was absolutely correct. Of
course there are dangers, and even
very great dangers, connected with
this correct united front tactic.

There are many elements of our
Norwegian Party lgsndh\: too far
right, who do not fully comprehend
the independent leading role of the
Communist Party, se that the possi
bility might arise of our party's dis
solution in the formless porridge o!
a Labor Party. For this reason it is
a vital question thaé tne Communist

Party enter the Labor Party as an|

under the maintenance of its com-
plete independence, 4ts own organiza-
Ltion, its discipline amd its ideology.

autonomous Dﬂﬂ}'x‘ every respect,

On the other hand, however, there |

presents themselvesialso the dangers
of ultra-left sectar m, which op-
poses the Labor 'ty on principle
and does not undergtand that thru
the formation of &jich a Party we
create a peerless tribune for Com-
munist propaganda, and that we take
into our own handg [the mighty slo-
gan of working class mnity.

It would, thereford, be absolutely
wrong to allow thc?olozlcal leader-
ship in_the campaign for a Labor

rty, as a united front organization,
to slip out of the hands of the Com-
munist Party, but it would likewise
be a mistake to found a Labor Party
in miniature, as a mere cloak for the
Communist Party,




