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Solidarity of the Workers and Peasants
of the Soviet Union for the British Miners .

Moscow , 16th May 1926 .

The solidarity ,action of the workers of the Soviet Union for
the British miners has been continued with the greatest energy
even after the calling off of the general strike . Meetings are
taking place in al

l

factories , at which reports are given regarding
the situation o

f

the strike in Great Britain and the amount to
be contributed by the staffs in support of the English miners

Is decided upon . A great number of staffs o
f

factories are
contributing far beyond the quarter o

f
a days wages generally

decided upon . Many factories are giving an entire day's wages .

The population o
f

the village are also taking part in the
solidarity action . From the course o

f

the meetings and the
decisions adopted there is to be seen the great political deve-
lopment which the Russian peasantry has passed through in

recent years . We can , o
f

course , only mention a few o
f

the
many meetings which have taken place in the villages o

f

the
Soviet Union , right into the most remote corners of Siberia , in

support o
f

the British miners .

In th
e

village o
f Podgorny , in th
e

neighbourhood o
f Jekateri-

noslav a meeting was held attended by several thousand peasants .

Many peasants took active part in the discussion which followed
the report on the position o

f

the strike . Thus , for instance , a

non -party peasant , whose words were greeted with great
enthusiasm , said : "May the world bourgeoisie know that not
only the workers , but we peasants also hate the bourgeoisie .

We sympathise with the workers in their fight and hasten to
their aid . The peasant knows much more about politics to -day
than formerly , and knows that the world bourgeoisie is the
common enemy o

f

the working and peasant class and that they

can only be vanquished by the common fight o
f

the workers and
peasants " .

The participants a
t the meeting contributed about 3000 kilo-

grams of grain for the miners on strike .

A huge meeting of peasants was held in Tambov , at which

a succesful collection was held . The resolution adopted a
t the

meeting stated : "May the workers o
f England know that the

many millions o
f peasants o
f

the Soviet Union are in sympathy
with them . Long live the world alliance o

f

the workers and
peasants ! "

The peasants o
f

the village o
f

Kasatcheminks (Siberia ) like-
wise decided to send their greetings to the workers on strike in

Great Britain and to afford them material support .

THE STRUGGLE IN ENGLAND

The Great Lessons o
f

the English General
Strike .

By John Pepper ..

If we would determine which are the fundamental lessons
that the general strike will teach the British proletariat , we must
examine the most important experiences o

f

the English working
class , which led them to use the weapon o

f

the general strike .

Every proletariat learns in the first place from its own ex-
perience ; the British proletariat however has , up to now , learned
only from its own experience .

The third experience was that o
f
"Red Friday " in the summer

o
f

1925. The attack against the miners was repulsed by common
action on the part o

f

the railwaymen , transport workers and
miners who threatened with a general strike .

The British proletariat has had three great experiences in
the last few years . *

The working class drew from these experience the con-
clusion that common action of the workers of all the decisive
branches o

f industry is necessary and that , in a direct mass fight
outside Parliament ; in other words , the use of the general strike

a
s the most direct weapon o
f

the proletariat .

The first experience was that o
f "Black Friday " 1921. The

miners , isolated and left in the lurch by the railwaymen and
transport workers , were defeated . The lesson o

f

this experience

is that the isolated fight of one branch of industry is certain to
incur defeat .

The fact o
f

the general strike itself will be another new
experience which will determine the further line of thought of

the British proletariat and the strategical and tactical arsenal of

the British working class .

The first fundamental lesson o
f

the British proletariat will
be a violent shaking , o

f

the democratic and parliamentarian
illusions of the working class which have been deeply rooted for
years . In no country of Europe have the workers had such an
imperturbable faith in the impartial character o

f

the Government ,

in the sanctity of Democracy , in the Parliament . The workers
have now seen with their own eyes how the constitutional
Cabinet is turning into a civil Commissary o

f exceptional law ,

equipped with dictatorial means o
f power . Legality , the great

fetish o
f

the British working class , now means the illegality of

the trade unions , th
e

confiscation o
f

th
e

strike funds and making
every single trade union member responsible . For decades , the
British Government has been able to keep up the semblance of
being above party and above class ; in the great general strike ,

however , it had to show its colours and to declare itself openly

a
s

the strike committee o
f

the bourgeoisie . The British workers
have for decades spoken o

f "our army " and "our navy " ; now
they have had personal experience that "their " army and " their "

navy are the armed power o
f

the bourgeoisie . The person o
f

the
King was also "sacred " in the eyes o

f

the British working
masses ; the royal proclamation o

f

the condition o
f

exceptional

law will now have made the British workers susceptible to the
slogans o

f

the republic .

The second great experience of the British workers was
that o

f

the Labour party Government in 1924. The whole British
proletariat was , in consequence o

f

the nine months ' rule of the
Mac Donald Government , penetrated by the fundamental lesson
that purely parliamentry methods cannot produce palpable resultsfor the working class .

�

The second great lesson of the general strike will be the
criticism o

f

the general strike a
s
a weapon o
f

war . The workers
will see that the general strike a

s a defensive weapon , as a

purely "economic " means of fighting , is insufficient . Just as it

learnt from Black Friday the lesson that an isolated army corps

o
f

the working class is beaten , as they learnt from the ex-
perience o

f

the Labour Government the lesson that the purely
parliamentary weapon is blunt , they will now learn the lesson
that the general strike is only an irresistible weapon in the
hands o

f

the proletariat when it does not limit itself to economic
slogans , when it fights not only against the employers , but
against the Government o
f

the bourgeoisie . The significance

o
f

the general strike a
s a political weapon , the connection
between economics and politics , the understanding o
f

the
question of power will be the second great , fundamental lesson
of the mass strike .

Distrust of the Right treacherous leaders will be the third
lesson of the English general strike . On the eve o

f

the great

fight , May 3
rd , th
e
"Daily Herald " was able successfully to

issue the slogan "Trust your leaders " . After the betrayal
and capitulation however , the slogan o

f

the workers will be :

"Away with the treacherous leaders who have abused our
confidence ! " .

During the fight , the great masses did not yet clearly realise
the treachery of the leaders of the Right . After the fight
however , they will watch the action of their leaders with eyes
which have been sharpened by the fight and the capitulation .

The workers will now understand what it means when
leaders like Mac Donald and Thomas get up in Parliament in the
middle o

f

the strike and declare that "they are and always have
been on principle against the general strike " .

One o
f

the most important results o
f the general strike will

be a refusal on the part o
f

the workers to follow their old
leaders . The General Council is the first step in this enormous
process o

f casting its skin , through which the British working
class is passing ; the casting of the old skin o

f

the old ge-

neration o
f

leaders and the rise o
f
a new body o
f

leaders .

The most important , the most fundamental lesson however ,

which the British working class will learn from this gigantic fight ,

will be the recognition that neither the trade unions a
s

econɔmic
organs alone nor the merely parliamentary political fight alone
can lead the proletariat to victory , to liberation from capitalist
exploitation . The working class will now understand the n

e

cessity o
f organising a political party which can not only gain
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seats , not only deliver parliamentary speeches , but is capable of
organising victoriously the revolutionary fight o

f

the pro-
letariat .
The result o

f

these fundamental experiences and o
f

all the
above mentioned experiences will be the rise o

f
a Communist

Party on an enormous scale . The mobilisation o
f

the whole
armed force o

f
the State and the mobilisation o

f

the Supreme

Court o
f

Justice which declared the general strike illegal , will
have a decisive influence on the development of the Communist
Party into a mass party .

1 .

The Astbury decision will have a
s deep an effect on the

whole existence of the British Labour movement , as did the
Taff Vale decision in 1901. The Taff Vale decision a

t that time

convinced the British proletariat that , with purely trade union
means , their fight was hopeless ; that the power o

f

the State and
class justice could deprive them o

f
the right o

f picketing strikers ,

that the trade unions collectively could be made responsible for
the action o

f any individual member . The British working class
replied to the Taff Vale decision o

f
the Supreme Court of

Justice by forming its first political mass organisation , by foun-
ding the Labour party .

The Labour party was from the beginning a Reformist ,

opportunist organisation ; nevertheless Lenin was right when

in 1908 he advocated the British Labour party being admitted

to the Second International on the grounds that "the Labour
party represented the first step towards the formation o

f
a truly

proletarian organisation in England , towards a conscious class
policy , towards a Socialist Labour party " . There can be no
doubt that the Astbury decision , a repetition of the Taff Vale
decision , will force the British Labour party to take a second
step towards a class conscious policy , towards a truly Socialist
Labour party .

The first violent shock to British imperialism through the
rising competition o

f

German and American imperialism in the
nineties , had driven the British bourgeoisie to its first great
general attack on the British trade unions , on the British working
class . The Taff Vale decision became the symbol o

f

the general
offensive o

f

the English bourgeoisie against the English pro-
letariat . The present -day crisis o

f

British imperialism which
now sees it

s

world monopoly threatened by the superior Ame-
rican imperialism and by the progressive industrialisation o

f

the
colonies , has driven the British bourgeoisie to a new general
attack on the working class . The mobilisation o

f

the power o
f

th
e

State and the Astbury decision are the decisive steps in this
offensive . The result o

f

the first crisis o
f

British imperialism
and o

f

the first offensive o
f

the British bourgeoisie was the
formation o

f

the Labour party . The result of the second decisive
crisis o
f

British imperialism and o
f

the second general offensive

o
f

th
e

British bourgeoisie will without doubt b
e

the formation

o
f
a Communist mass Party .

POLITICS
The May Fights in Poland .

By Axel .

The following article has already been sent to the press . E
d
.

Warsaw , 17th May 1926 .

What happened in Poland during the three days o
f May

which from now o
n will be regarded a
s

historical ? Was it , as

th
e

Polish Reaction maintains , the "mechanical " Putsch o
f
a

narrow -minded and aggrieved General ? Was it , as that section

o
f

th
e

Polish press which reflects Pilsudski's personal views
says, merely a

n
"armed demonstration " which was not actuated

b
y
"political considerations " , but which saw itself compelled

to protest against the lowering o
f
"moral authority " b
y

the Witos
government , o

f

that Witos who was descibed by Pilsudsky a
s

a thief and the Prime Minister of robbers o
f

the State ? As a

matter o
f

fact it was neither the one nor the other . The May
struggles in Poland represent the beginning o

f

the revoutionary
struggle o

f

the masses o
f

the people against the big land-
owners and the capitalists who , along with the "Kulak " Witos ,

Power , a

preparing a Fascist Putsch . It was a class struggle for
struggie the precursor o

f

which was the Cracow
revolt o

f

1923, which at that time brought about the overthrow

o
f
a Witos government similar to that o
f
to -day .

Pilsudski was right when h
e

said , that his action did not
originate out o

f "political considerations " . He has always

were

suffered from a lack o
f understanding for the social import

and the class relations of the modern social order , and there-
fore never had a clear and well thought out political pro-
gramme . His political programme was based on two principles :

the independence o
f

Poland , and irreconcilable hate against
Russia no matter whether it bé Czarist Russia or Soviet
Russia !

Pilsudski embodies the idea of the national State "standing
above the classes " , and thus he became the national hero of
the petty bourgeoisie , which understands just a

s little as he
the class character of present -day Poland , and whose characteri-
stic is ideological muddle -headedness . Pilsudski's fight against
the National Democrats who represent capitalist Poland , does
not , however , take the form of social demands . The one -time
Socialist ( of the social -patriotic stamp ) in the early days of
independent Poland worked splendidly hand in hand with the
capitalists and big landowners , who immediately set about
extending Reaction . When , later on , the National Democrats
removed Pilsudski from his position as master o
f

Poland and
chief o
f

the army , it was mainly because Pilsudski , as the

"national Hero " , rallied around him the Polish "Democracy "

and increased its importance in the political life of Poland .

Pilsudski's personal influence in the army prevented the
Right parties from converting the army into a willing tool for
the political aims o

f

reaction , while his irreconcilable attitude
towards Soviet Russia was a hindrance to Polish industry in its
efforts to get into touch again with the markets in the East .

In the interest of an approaching war with the Soviet Union
Pilsudski adopted a conciliatory attitude to the Ukrainian and
White Russian "border districts " , which , in fact , had been seized
by Pilsudski himself , whilst the efforts o

f

the big landowners
of these districts and the National Democrats were directed
towards colonising and Polishizing these distrcits by means
of fire and sword . As however , with Pilsudski national interests
outweighed everything and he therefore did not issue any
class slogans , there existed in 1926 , just as in 1918 , the possi-
bility o

f
a compromise between Pilsudski and the capitalist -big

agrarian Reaction . This was all the more so a
s

Pilsudski's
interest was more and more confined solely to the army .

If it came to open fighting , this is because Pilsudski has in

recent times and against his will again become the visible head
and rallying centre o

f

Polish Democracy .

Pilsudski fought against the capitalist National Democrats
on account of the army , but he thereby became in the eyes of
the working intellectuals , who are suffering greatly a

s
a resultof the "sanitation " of Poland , the symbol of the fight against

capitalist Reaction itself . The large estate owners and the ca-
pitalists did not give the peasantry any land , and so the peasants
saw in Pilsudski who was opposing the large estate owners
and the capitalists , the man who could help them in their need .A portion of the workers still saw in Pilsudski the "socialist " .

The lower officers , mainly the e
x
-legionaries who came from

the ranks o
f

the working intellectuals , the workers and peasants ,

likewise shared all these illusions . At the same time they saw

in Pilsudski the man who constantly protected them against the
Generals o

f

the former Czarist or Austrian army .

Polish fascism , which was seeking to realise its programme ,
was compelled before all to get rid o

f

Pilsudski as the personality
around which there gathered the Democracy , the overwhelming
majority o

f

the peasants and a part o
f

the working class . The
Reaction already considered itself strong enough to provoke
Pilsudski during the last government crisis by appointing one

o
f

his opponents a
s Minister for War . The provocation succeeded .

Under the pressure of his nearest followers among the circles of
officers and ex -officers , Pilsudski commenced his "armed demon-
stration " , his "moral revolution " .

But here there appeared a factor with which fascism had
not reckoned - the class factor , Pilsudski's soldiers are mainly
peasants . They immediately made a

s the aim o
f

the struggle
which they had already begun , the overthrow o

f

the government

o
f

landowners , kulaks and capitalists , and this by no means
out of "moral " considerations , but because the existence of
this government destroyed the last hope o

f

the peasant masses
of obtaining land .

The workers placed themselves instinctively on the side o
f

the revolutionary soldiers . Whilst the Polish social democracy

( P. P. S. ) was still hesitating , the railway workers began to

hold up the trains conveying government troops to Warsaw .

The working masses came out into the streets in order to fight
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