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crisis which will be more difficult than any crisis through which
capitalist France has ever passed .

The measures of Poincaré - 11,000 millions indirect taxes ;
the creation of a treasury for the administration of the floating
debt which can demand advances in bank notes ; the raising
of the rate of interest from 6 to 7,5% and the purchase of pounds
and dollars by means of newly issued bank notes , all this

will unavoidably result in :
1. A general increase in the cost of living (as a consequence

of the indirect taxes ).
2. A demand for the redemption of the bonds ; the bank-

ruptcy of midle and smaller undertakings as a consequence of the
rise in the rate of interests and the limitation of credit .
3. A new wave of inflation which must result at the same

through the redemption of the bonds , in the increase of the cost
of living and the purchase of foreign currency at the cost of
the state .

Over and above that there is the ever increasing pressure of
Anglo -Saxon finance capital upon French economy .
In this way the crisis in France is becoming ever more in-

tense . The French proletariat will recognise , however , that the
only solution which is calculated not only to stabilise the currency
and to emerge from the post -war period without foreign loans ,
to bring about the emancipation from home and foreign capital
and to bring the finances in order at the cost of the rich , is the
solution which has been adopted in Russia .

The I. L. P. recently issued the slogan of: "Realisation of
Socialism in our time". But at the same time it declared itself
against armed insurrection , against the dictatorship of the
proletariat , that first fundamental prerequisite for the realisation
of socialism . The I. L. P. recently issued the slogan of a
"living wage ". But in practice it has not raised a finger to
aid the miners in their struggle against the reduction of wages ,
though this is a question involving the subsistence minimum .
The I. L. P. announces the Utopian slogan of : "No more war”,
Utopian because the I. L. P. supplements this slogan by another
on "no revolution on any account ". A few months ago the
I. L. P. proposed to the Executive of the II. International that
it should take steps towards the amalgamation of the II. and
III. Internationals . But at the same time it rejected the most
moderate united front proposals made by the Communist Party
of Great Britain in the defence of the imprisoned communists ,
and for the prevention of scab_coal transport .
The I. L. P. applies to the Executive of the II. International

in this pompous memorandum for aid against the war danger ,
but forgets that the whole II. International joins hands un-
reservedly in the fraudulent policy of the League of Nations .
The I. L. P. finds the right words of censure for the disarma-
ment swindles practised by the Imperialist governments , ser-
ving no other end than to awaken false feelings of security
among the workers . It will not see that the II. International
and a

ll

it
s parties have never done anything else , on any occa-

sion , except awaken and intensify this false feeling o
f security

among the workers . The I. L
. P
.

memorandum characterises
very rightly the militarist policy o

f

the British government in

Imperialist War Manoeuvres and Oppor- Singapore , in India , in Egypt , in ' Irac , in China , in th
e

Sudan ,

tunist Peace Manoeuvres .

By John Pepper (Moscow ) .

The Independent Labour Party has addressed a memorandum
on war danger and disarmament to the Executive of the II . In-
ternational .

The memorandum demands complete and immediate disar-
mament in every country , criticises the "partial disarmament
conferences " of the League o

f

Nations , and unveils the mili-
tarist policy o

f

British Imperialism . The I. L. P
.

declares that
there is a danger that every agreement made by the govern-
ments on the subject o

f

restricted armaments is likely to serve
the sole purpose o

f generating a false feeling o
f safety among

the workers , for it distracts their attention from the dangerous
policy pursued by the government . The memorandum states it

to be the duty o
f

the socialist movement to prevent this by
constantly exposing the Imperialist policy which is the cause
of wars . As counteractive the I. L. P. then proposes the or-
ganisation o

f
a world campaign o
f

all socialists for a general
disarmament and for the organisation o

f

the resistance o
f

the
working class against the danger o

f

war , this resistance to

include the laying down o
f

tools in the key industries , and the
refusal to give war service o

r
to make ammunition .

These are the fundamental outlines of the I. L. P. memo-
randum . This memorandum is a remarkable mixture of correct
criticism o

f

the Imperialist policy o
f

Great Britain and o
f

the
League o

f

Nations , mingled with pompous radical phraseology
and tearful pacifism . One sentence o

f

the memorandum kills
another . It declares that a

s long a
s

the governments pursue

a
n Imperialist policy n
o

disarmament is possible , and in the
next sentence it proposes a lengthy and detailed programme
for a partial disarmament within the limits prescribed by the
disarmament conferences o

f

the League o
f

Nations . It admits
that war and war danger are indivisibly bound up with the
essential character o

f

Imperialism . But it does not simul-
taneously propose that Imperialism b

e

overcome b
y

social
revolution . It admits that no real disarmament is possible
without the co -operation o

f

the Soviet Republics , but it does
not utter a single word o

f

criticism o
r

condemnation against

th
e

Imperialist powers who are making this co -operation im-
possible . It proposes that the workers in the key industries
should go on strike , and that a

ll

workers should refuse mili-
tary service , in the case o

f

war , but it does not waste a word

o
n

the organisatory preparations to be made for the proletarian
struggle against Imperialist war , nor a word o

n

the united front

o
f the working class a
s prerequisite for preventing war , nor

a word on the transformation of Imperialist war into civil war .

The memorandum to the II . International is the I. L. P. to
the life .

in the Suez canal , and in all the oceans ; but it shuts its eyes

to the fact that the MacDonald government , which was almost
identical with the I. L. P

.
, pursued precisely the same policy ,

and that the parliamentary Labour Party , two thirds o
f which

are members o
f

the I. L. P
.
, entirely approved o
f

this imperialist
policy .

The new memorandum o
f

the I. L. P
. is just the same a
s

the whole policy o
f

the I. L. P
. It is a combination o
f
a brilliant

Utopia , intended to dazzle the workers , and o
f

an opportunit
and frequently dirty practical policy .

We know the I. L. P
.
, it is an old acquaintance o
f

ours .

It has taken a "radical " fit for the second time .

As early a
s

1920 it wanted to "approach " the Communist
International . At that time it was impelled forward by the
pressure o

f

the revolutionary committees of action which had
formed in many places among the British proletariat , o
f

the
mighty protest movement o
f

the English working class against
the Polish war and for the Soviet Republic . At that time it

even broke from the II . International , and began to "study "

the programme and statutes o
f

the III . International .

And now the I. L. P
. begins once more to drivel about
the amalgamation with the Communist International . It has
discovered that there is a danger o

f

war , it is anxious for the

"rapid " realisation o
f

Socialism , it promises to carry
systematic "left " opposition within the II . International . This

"radical " mood of the I. L. P. has once more its cause in the
radicalisation o

f

the British working masses .

On a

The mighty economic crisis in England , the decay o
f

the
British Empire , the growing unemployment , the example given
by the building up of Socialism in the Soviet Union , the
disappointment with the Labour government , the increasing
danger o

f

war , the class struggle becoming more acute from
day to day , all tend to turn the British working class more

to the Left . All the appeals , memoranda , proposals , and Uto-
pian advances o

f

the IL . P. are merely the weak reflection

o
f

this turn to the Left among the working masses . The more
the offensive o

f
the bourgeoisie against the proletariat makes

itself felt , the greater will be the radicalisation offensive in

the I. L. P
.

The offensive o
f

British capital against the wor-king class is anything but a manoeuvre , but the radicalisation
offensives of the leaders of the I. L. P. are nothing but a

manoeuvre .

But despite all this , it would be false were we not to
discern , beneath a

ll

these petty tricks and windings and radi-
calisaton offensives and small manoeuvres , the growing dis-
content , the real revolutionary bitterness arising in the masses

o
f

the I. L. P
.

What is merely a manoeuvre to the leaders of

the I. L. P
.
, is deadly earnest to the masses . The working

classes o
f

England are radicalising sincerely . They are truly
anxious for an agreement with the trade unions o

f

the Soviet

!
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Union , they really want to co -operate with the Communist
International , they are really prepared to join in the fight
against Imperialist war danger . It would be wrong to see
merely a petty manoeuvre in this memorandum of the I. L. P. ,
we must see at the same time the significant symptoms of the
beginning revolutionising of the British working class which
it contains .
Our reply to the leaders of the I. L. P. must be to tear the

veil from their opportunist intentions . The working masses
in the I. L. P. must however receive a positive reply from us .
We must state clearly : We Communists are ready at any time
to lead the way in a common struggle for the realisation of
Socialism in our time, or in a common struggle against war
danger . The Communist International differs from the II . In-
ternational in having realised Socialism by the dictatorship of
the proletariat . The reason why the Communist International
split away from the II. International was that the II . Inter-
national identified itself with Imperialist war, and that the
Social Democratic parties sank in the bog of "national defence ".
The Communist International was born of the struggle and in
the struggle against Social Chauvinism . And even now the
Communist Parties are the sole leaders in the struggle against
Imperialist war . In France it was only the Communist Party
which fought against the Morocco war . The socialists and
adherents of the II. International supported the disgraceful
Morocco adventure . The Soviet Union is the sole power pursuing
a peace policy . But the II. International accuses it, the sole and
proletarian peace power , of warlike intentions . The central
organ of the I. L. P. itself stated , after the World Congress of
the II. International in Marseilles , that what this Congress
combatted was not French Militarism , nor British Imperialism ,
nor German Monarchism , but solely Russian Communism . We
must say to the masses of the Independent Labour Party that
they can only carry on the fight against French Militarism,
against German Monarchism , and against British Imperialism ,
if they join forces with "Russian " Communism , or , rightly
expressed, with the Communist International .

The Political Situation in Czechoslovakia
and the Gayda Affair .
By P. Stary (Prague ).

The so -called "Gajda affair " has been the centre of political
interest in Czechoslovakia for the last few weeks . It is a question
of no less importance than the conviction of the assistant chief
of the General Staff in reality the actual chief of carrying

on espionage in France for a foreign power , allegedly , the
Soviet Union.

The great nervousness , through which this affair has come
to be one of the greatest political sensations , is due to the fact
that the rule of the Czech bourgeoisie has come to a critical
turning point at which no slight danger is to be encountered .
The turning point is formed by the circumstance that the "Pan-
National Coalition " of the Czech bourgeoisie with the Social
Patriotic Parties , which ruled the country for no less than
seven years up to the last parliamentary elections on November
15th , 1925 , is now broken .
The elections of November 15th showed that the continu-

ation of stabilisation under the "Pan -National Coalition " is no
longer possible : the masses had become radicalised , and the
Social Patriotic Parties , on account of their collaboration with
the bourgeoisie , emerged from the elections greatly weakened ,
while the C. P. increased their number of seats from 28 to 41
and became the second strongest party in Parliament .
The Czech bourgeoisie was suddenly disposed to forget the

tradional enmity for the Germans , or, rather , for the German
bourgeoisie . Direct Government on the part of the united Czech ,
Slovakian and German bourgeoisie would still be too sudden
a transition ; it would too conspicuously disclose to the broad
strata of the petty bourgeoisie and to the backward portions of
the proletariat the true nature of that bourgeois Nationalism with
which the bourgeoisie has fed them for seven years . For this
reason the "Super -Party " Officials ' Government of Cerny came
into being . Its task was to carry out with the support of the
bourgeois parties of all nationalities the next requisite step
towards the consolidation of the bourgeois class regime , and,
among other measures , to introduce high import duties on the

most important agricultural products , and to perfect the deve-
lopment of the army by introducing the eighteen -month term of
service and by withdrawing the soldiers ' right to vote.
By means of a broad application of the united front tactics

the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia drew a large body of
the reformist masses into a bitter fight against the demands of
the united bourgeoisie and thereby forced the reformist parties
to depart for the time being from their habitual attitude of sham
opposition . In connection with this united front the big and
bloody street demonstrations took place in Prague about the
middle of June and, in the following weeks, in the whole of the
Republic .
The Social Patriots looked for a way out of their awkward

position . The old coalition is dead and , for good reasons , a new
one cannot be countenanced . They are, therefore , speculating
upon a fusion of a

ll

the Socialist parties - the Czech and
German Social Democrats and the Czech Socialists and upon

a collaboration o
f

these parties with several Left wing bourgeois
groups . But even in the camp o

f

the bourgeoisie there are fac-
tions and tendencies towards co -operation with the reformists ,

and up to the present the Work Party , which has ceded from the
National Democrats , and the Legionaries ' group have expressed
themselves more o

r

less openly in favour o
f

this direction . The
point o

f

concentration o
f

the whole o
f

these formations is the
so -called Residence i , e . President Masaryk and Foreign Mi-
nister Benes with their entourage . This Right wing block of the
united international bourgeoisie o

f

this State is faced by a

Leftwing block o
f

the united Czecho -German Social -Patriots
with Left wing bourgeois groups in tow .

The second fresh phenomenon in the inner -political life of

Czechoslovakia is Fascism . The representatives o
f

the Czech
big bourgeoisie , the National Democratic Party , is the one
which is openly developing into a Fascist party . The chief cause

o
f

their commotion is not the "national traditional enemy " , the
Germans , but the "Residence " namely , Masaryk and Benes . The
reason is that a

t

the present moment the "Residence " , by its
efforts to form a Left wing block , threatens to frustrate the plan
for a dictatorship o

f

the united ultra -reactionary bourgeoisie .

It can be understood why Czech Fascism clung with hands
nd feet to a man o

f

the type o
f "General " Gajda . Gajda is

hailed by the ultra -reactionary Czech parties a
s the "Hero of

Siberia " , the ally of Koltshak and butcher of the Russian revo-
lutionary workers and peasants . But Gajda , too , for his part is

by reason of his qualities the proper man for Czech Fascism :

lacking in character , unscrupulous , an adventurer of the worst
order , he will stop a

t nothing .
When , in 1924 , the Communists disclosed in Parliament

and in the Press the whole dispicable role played by Gajda in

the Russian revolution and proved that , when the Soviet Army
stood outside Warsaw in 1920 , he had offered his services to
the Soviets , though without success , the former Coalition with
its Social Patriotic components tried to counter the attack by

a conspiracy of silence , on the one hand , and , on the other , by
ridicule of the Communist accusations . Even the Press of the
parties closely related to Gajda admit that the Communists alone
put up a consistent fight against Gajda from the very beginning .

Why was Gajda set upon by the "Residence " parties just at

this particular time ? There are two rather weighty reasons .

First of al
l
, Gajda , while still Chief o
f

the General Staff , flirted
quite openly with the Fascists ; at all their public meetings and
demonstrations he was treated as their hero and the "man o

f

the future " , without a single word of objection from him . He
was elected "military expert " o

f

the future regime o
f

the Right
block . Secondly , the "Residence " parties undertook an open
attack upon the Right block because Gajda offered the necessary
opportunity , for the big collection of damaging evidence which
the Communists had compiled against him , was sufficient to

compromise Gajda , at least , abroad . In this attack the "Resi-
dence " parties actually gained a victory . On August 13th Gajda
was retired .

The Communist Party did not confine itself to the sharp
fight against Gajda and his mentors and against the half -hear-
tedness and cowardice o

f

the "Residence " parties , but displayed
the whole connection between this affair and the antagonisms
in the camp of the bourgeoisie . Their standpoint is best illu-
strated by the following slogans : Down with Gajda , the slaugh
terer o

f

Russian revolutionary workers and peasants ! Bitter fight
against the ultra - reactionary united bourgeoisie , who want to
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