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We are happy that the delegation of Yugoslay
journalists has come and paid a visit to Democratic
Kampuchea. This visit will strengthen the ties of fricnd-
ship between our two countries and peoples. Like ‘
Kampuchea, Yugoslavia is a non-aligned country and has }'%
always resolutely defended its independence. Therefore,
the friendship between our two countries lays on a same
basis.

We have respect and affection for comrade
President Tito and the friendly pcoples of Yugoslavia.
Comrade President Tito and Yugoslav pcoples have
always cxtended to us support and aid. We have great
sympathy for President Tito and the peoples of Yugoslavia.
We would like to express to them our thanks .

I was in Yugoslavia. It was in 1950, in
Zagreb, in a brigade of workers. So, I feel great sym-
pathy for President Tito and the Yugoslav peoples.

You are now in Kampuchea as friends.




First aucgation: Respected comrade Pol Pot,
you are going, soon, to celebrate the third
anniversary of the liberation of your country.
Please tell us what are the outstanding
achicvenients in national edification during
thesc past threc years. i

) ,Lf;.ﬂ;r_{ It i a pleasure for me to answer your ques-
ticn. During these nearly past three years,
» havie yssiainuraberiof catisfactory results in the res-
Lratidhiardicasficanion of ourfcovntry But  ifirst of ‘all,
| vould like ts sy that we stillhave a lot of work to do.

The first ouvtstanding result is that we have sol-
vod  the ajricultural problern, especially in rice-groas:
win:. To have the nroblein of rice production solved
tneans to have cnouch rice to fced our people. In 1976,
ve planned to get a yield of 3 tons of paddy per hectare,
We achieved 80 to 90 per cent of this objective, which
(owed us to solve the living conditions of our people
id also to ¢xport rice. In 1977, we planncd a yield of
j tons of paddy per hectarc for one crop and of 6 tons
per hectare for two crops a year., We fulfilled this plan at
nearly 100 per cent., Thercfore, in 1977, we had a paddy
production higher than that in 1976, We could then impro-
ve the living conditions of our people and export more
BLCC .

Our slogan says: "If we have rice, we can
have everything'', because our people can eat their fill,
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we have rice to export and we can import the products we
need. The results achieved in the agricultural production
lay on the bases of the fundamental hydraulic projeds that
we have already achieved. The hydraulic projects are an
important result to ensure in the future, the agricultural
and rice production. We have solved the agricultural pro-
blem and from these bases, the other sectors, like indus-
try, cottage industry, cultural and social sectors, can also
be developed.

Another outstanding result is that we have eli-
minated malaria which was a scourge for more than 80 per
cent of our compatriots. In the past, every year, the nura-
ber of the people suffered of malaria were very hizgh and
they faced many difficulties in their work. Now,we have
climinated malaria at 90 per cent. So, the living conditions
of our people have been considerably improving in the
domain of health.

Another outstanding result is the basic elimi-
nation of the illiteracy which was a bleraish in the former
society . In that society there were indeed, faculties, high
schools, secondary schods and primary schools in the
cities. But the majority of the people in the countryside
were illit erate. Now, we have fundamentally solved this
problem. Our people can read and write. That is the basis
which allows our people to progrescively increase their
cultural level. It is not only a part of the society but the
entire people who can learn and study. We rely on these
bases to further develop our education and schooling.



As for the other rcsults, they are lecs imu-

portant, but I would like to tell you that we have cctablir

hed and developed a sanitary network throsughout the
country Each couperative has its own riedical center
ind its own center of 1naking traditional, national and
popular medecines. That has then allowed us to zrettly
hharrove.the health of the people. The present cituation
l¢ different from that in the old days. Previcusly, tncre

hne o 2enheandiingthebiorcitie gl

r edapetons wnlyiang s
weshave dactorsiall ovar ithronshout thegcountry,
I o) csoneratives and even in tne 10108t reincte 1rens
[ the country. fhe leviel of thtse inedicalimen g still
t the 2len:éntanyiistaze s iibut relyinizionithis basis fiwe
il propgressively develon their okills.

Concernins the cottage indugtry and work-
hops, theredisino spectacular achnicvai.ont. But, cvery-
nere we have established a network of workshops .
viry cooperative has its own cott? ye industry and
vorkshepesglhey are thegibascsito furthericiviel oniour

eotta ge industeyeang Yeadiitiprournescively towards
Industrialization.

These aire a nuraber of outstandins rcegults.
1wy havie been achieved thanks to our ncople's endea-
v.urs under the leadersnip of our Corni.cunist Party of
\tr.puchea. The people work with their own hands, see
vith their own eyes the resulte of their works and they
ilve enthusiastically enjoyed thera,

Second question: During our short stay in your
beautiful country, we have had some evidences
that your revolution radically cut off from the
past. What model of society are you building
up now ?

Answer: We have no model in building up our new society.
The Special National Congress held at the end of
April 1975 clearly specified the determinant role in the revo-
lution, in the national liberation war, played by the worker
and peasant people, who form the overwhelming majority
of the people. It is this worker and peasant pcoplc who have
endured the heaviest burden in the revolution. It is then
this same worker and peasant people who must enjoy the
rnost the gains of the revolution, at present and in the future.
The prearable of our Constitution has also stipulated this
point. Our aspiration is to edify a society where happiness,
prosperity and equality prevail for everybody, a society
where there are neither exploiting class nor exploited
class, neither exploiting people nor exploited people, and
where everybody participates in production works and natio-
nal defence. It is on these bases and goal that we are edi-
fying our new society. So, the edification of the new society
is undertaken in conformity with the aspirations of the entire
people, especially those of the worker and peasant people
who are the overwhelrning majority of the population. If the
people consider that the edification of this society is being on
the correct way, then they would carry on this way. On the
contrary, if they are not satisfied with, they would then
decide differently. That would depend on them to decide.
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\ccording to our experiences, we totally rely on our
people, in the revolution as well as in the national
liberation war.

If the people undertake to do soniething by
themselves, everything ca® be achieved, but if not, we
tould achieve nothing at their place. That is to say
that we have no pre-established inodel of a new society.
We edify our socicty in conforniity with the aspirations
'{ our people as being stipulated in the prearable of the
Dernocratic Kampuchea Constitution,

Third question: As we have seen at this stage
of your revolution, you have mobilized all ¢
your national forces to develop agriculture,
Would you have any intention to develop also
industry ? And how would you establish the
technical basis, that is to say how are you
going to train the necessary cadres for this
orientation, becausc for the morment, at our
knowledpe, you have neither universgity nor
technical schocl ?

Answer: We have our objectives and plannings to quick-
ly develop our industry. By relying on agricul-

"”..C' we endeavour to develop industry. In order to have

I independent economy we rnust develop agriculture

lidustry, cottage industry and other sector:. It is th:xa

Ih orientation to which we are paying great attention. But

) edify industry, where could we find the capital? We '

rely on agriculture. For example, we have established
trade relations with Yugoslavia. We export agricultural
products and we import industrial products, at onc and the
same time for the needs of agriculture and industry. In
the parallel direction with that, we have a policy to quick-
ly train rnany national technicians.

If we speak about universities, faculties and
colleyec like in the old days, there would seem to you of
non-existence. But, we have trained our technical cadres
frora the basis. In the cooperatives, there arc many specia-
lized workshops where studies are closely linked to the
production works. It islikewise in the factories, in Phnom
Penh as well as in the provinces. Before liberation, there
were a nuraber of praduates, cducated in Phnom Penh, in
provinces or at abroad. But, as concrcte results in the
movernent of cottape industry and industry, they had served
with less efficiency than the national technicians coming
from the basis can do at present. According to this expe-
rience, we have trained our technicians frorn the basis and
we have progressively developed their technical skills.
They participate in the production works and have gained
concrete experiences -positive or negative- which permit
them to move forward.

Before liberation, some of you had been for
several times in Kampuchea. At that time, there were
very few national technicians, there were many more
foreign technicians. Now, we are attaching great impor-
tance to the training of national technicians. As concrete
results of our training system, let's take an example in



he field of hydraulic projects. On the Prek Tnot river,
yhile nothing has been achieved for rany years, in 1976-
‘77, we have built 5 dams. Therefore, with concrete
Actice we can draw concrete experiences, and we
"‘lsess that if we had to wait for a long time, we could
pt serve in due tinie the movernent of agricultural pro-
uction, solve and improve the standard of living of our
gople. :

Let us take more examples. Ncw, we produ-
§ husking-machines and threshing-machines, hydraulic
umps completely by ourselves. We produce them also
ith immported cngines. These rnachines are manufactu-
fudl by our technicians. Previously, they could not be

roduced in the country. All of them must be importec
tum abroad,

In brief, we pay great attention to this pro-
| lem of industrial development and to the training of
pur national technicians. We shall develop the level of
their knowledge by our own means. We think that we
fin do so at a certain degree. In combining closely
ihe studies with the concrete practice, they have pro-
Jressively gained more experiences. Then, they will
|0 to friendly countries for training so that they could
inprove their scientific and technical knowledges.
heee are the principles on which we rely, but we will
sond our trainees only to friendly countries.

Hillg s

Fourth question: We have seen that your cities
" have no population. Could you explain us what
is the objective of this operation? Why have
you abolished the role of the money, the sala-
ry system, the trade network? Would it be a
passing orientation in the social and revolu-
tionary transformation of your society or a
model of society that you are really pursuing
in building up ? :

Answer: There are raany reasons which led us to evacuate
the population from Phnom Penh and other cities.

The first reason was an economic one, that
is to ensure food supply for many millions inhabitants in the
cities. After having taken the problem into much conside -
ration, we carne to the conclusion that we could not solve
this problem as long as such numerous population remained
in the cities. But, if we evacuated this population to the
countryside, in the cooperatives, the latter could feed them
for they have rice-fields, instruments of production and
everything they needed. We had cooperatives which could
receive this population from the cities by letting them par-
ticipate in rice-growing thanks to their oxen, buffaloes and
instruments of production. In the countryside, the condi-
tions were favorable for us while in the cities they were
not favorable. Then, in order to solve the food problem, it
was necessary to evacuate the population to the countryside.
It is only when we can solve the food problem that the people
have confidence in the revolution. If in the cities, the popu-
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Inticn died by starvation, they would not have any confi-
dence in the revolution. Such was the econoraic reason

But relating t> this cconomic problers, therc
was the problem of defcnce and sccurity of the country.,
jefore liberation, we already knew the plan of defeat
4 the US imperialists and their lackeys. According to
this plan, after our victory and when we entered in)to
Phnora Penh, they would create difficulties to us in
Phnoia Penh, in the political, military, c¢ccnciraic and
ither fields in order to destroy cur revoluticn., There-
fore, taking this situation inte consideraticn, we cva-
cuated the citiec population to the countryside, in the
cooperatives, in urder to sclve the food problein ang,
at the same tirwe, to crush beforchand the US imperia-
lists' plan 5o that they c.ould not attack us when we
entered into Phnora Penh. Thus, the cities woere not

cvacuated through a pre-established plan but they were
in conforndity with the situation at that tir.e, that were
the shortage of foodstuffs, the ncecessity to golve this
problern for the pepulation, and the UC ivaperialists’
and their lackeys' plan aiming at destroying sur revolu-
tion and taking back the powcr. ;

Concerning the function of the money, the
ianlary and trade systemnc, I would like to tell you as
follows:

In 1970 - 1971, we alrcady liberated 75 to
B0 per cent of our country. At that tiine, we had the

)

political and military power, but not the economic power.
The cconomy was in the hands of lanclords and capitalists,
Thus, these latter amassed up the whole production for they
had money. In the liberated areas, we fixed the price of
paddy at 30 riels a tao (12 kilograms), the price at which
the population must sell the paddy to the revolutionary
power. But, the landlords and tradesmen bought it at 100
to 200 riels a tac and then they sold it to the Lon Nol cli-
que. As for us, we had nothing. The population faced
many difficultics in food supply. It was the same for our
army. These difficulties had affected our national libera-
tion war. After having well exarnined this situation, we
decided to establish cooperatives so that they could take

in hands the economy, the agricultural production in the
countryside, the management, distribution, supply system
and the exchanges between cooperatives on onc hand and
on the other hand between cooperatives and the State.

That is why we could take in hands the agricultural produc-
tion and solve the problems of living conditions of the peo-
ple. The people were enthusiastic and sent their sons and
daughters to join the Army to fight against the e¢nermy.
When the cooperatives helped one another and developed
their exchanges of products between themselves, the func-
tion of the money had been progressively reduced. In
1974, it was reduced by 80 per cent. Before liberation,
only the State used money. It used it to buy wvarious pro-
ducts in the areas not yet liberated for the needs of the
liberated areas under its control . After these experiences,
we asked for the people's opinion who judged that money
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hirdd no utility for the cooperxatives alrcady succeeded in
handlins the exchange of products between thernselves,
'herefore, at that tisne, in the liberated areas, which
had extended over weore than 90 per cent of the country,
1th nearly 6 T.tllions inhabitants, we had already solved
arablevii When the population ofi the cities were
rcuated tu the countryside, they were fuily taken in
hargesbyithélcoondnrtives i his Hractice dedins tomvie
theluae iofirconey up to nov, VWhat willibe the cituation
futharel 2 That vould dtpandi bniour peaple: i1 the
SuG et s nde Ly it s bacldiandiusieln oney,
shesll s O But ifibine inCOpldlebniside it iz  noting -
iy e ue raeney, theyeavallithon idecide accordingly.
forl, in the futurc this droblera would depend on
Yo concrete situatisn, That is why we have told you that
e mbirhBal st pe s ¢ otablich e dimicdiulitdiihaeiwonld
vl the 'devel Ssment of the people's revolutionary
;erment and the progressively acquired experiences.

Conccerning the salary systera, there were

.5 habits acquircd in the past. In the revolutionary mo-
voinent, copecially during the national liberation war,
(here was no galary both arwonyg the cadrecs and in the
irray. As for the inhabitants, they alsc had nd salary,
['vfore liberation, in the liberated areas, cadres, array,
[ swulation, that is nearly 6 raillions inhabitants, had al-
I vly used to live without salary. We have noticcd that

i the 21ld days, the majority of our people had n> salary.
Ouly the functionaries had salary. Thercefore, with these

Cialdi

acquired habits, the population of the cities incorporated
themsgelves in the cooperatives, the military and civil
cadreg, raen and wornen fighters and workers have conti-
nued to live followiny the regirae >f supnly in practice
during the war. We consider that this practice has avoided
a hcavy burden »n the prople and allowed us to keep this
money rmainly for natienzl defence and edification. What
will be the situatizn in the future ? That would depend on
the concrete cituation and the pecple.

Coancerning the trade network, the State and
couperatives cu-uperate with cach other to orranize it
The State gathers cooperative productions and distributes
thora througtout the country Sr oexports them abroad. The
State iraports the products from abroad te distribute them
throushout the country. 3¢ far, w< have done go. Those
arc the practices acquircd duriny the war, What will be
the situation in the futurc ?  That would depend also on
the concrete zituation. That is why we have not deterrai-
ned that it is definitive or provisional., We have acted
following the concrete cituation and we continue to do so.
The people arce the fundarnental factor.

’

Fifth question: If we have understood well,
Dernocratic Kampuchca faces raany problems
and difficulties of all kinde with her neigh-




hours. What iz your opinion and how
could you zolve these problems and
svercore the present difficulties ?

apewer: Like :1.11 the newly liberated countries,

Democratic Kampuchea has to face difficulties.
That is norrnal. \s far as I know, in the history, the
difficulties of Kampuchea are not as great as those
frced by some newly liberated countries. But, itis a
fict that Democratic Kampuchea has difficulties.

The main difficulty is that we have abode
by the pocition of independence, sovereignty and sclf-
rolitnce and of deciding by ourselves our own destiny.
This position runs counter to sorne countries, that is
the exnansionists and the imperinalists. But we assess
in 1bidingz by thie position of independence, sove-

ity and s¢lf-reliance vur difficulties are less
serions than those that we would face if the nation and

the people of Kampuchea were subjugated or dicapea-
rod. Therefore, we nrefer to stand by our position of
cndence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, of

non-alianinent, of deciding by ourselves our own destiny

in avercorainy all obstacles.,

How to solve these difficulties ? This
problem would depend on the factors of our side and
those of the opposing side. We have successively

Eyit sy e

sought to solve this problera throush micetings and ne3s-
tiations. Iminediately after liberation, in Junc 1975, my-
self and other comrades leaders, wc had been tc Hanof.
We decided to 30 and shewed our scodwill in seeking to
solve the problerns existing since a long tisne. There
were rnany problems but there was one preblem, the pro-
blern of border to be discussed. We caid that Kamnpuchea
wants only to live in peace and, in order to preserve, de-
velop and strengthen the friendship between our two coune
tries and peoples, she considers as State borders between
the two countries the prescnt borcdere that Vietnan hos
solernnly recognized in 1955 - 1967 and cormaitted itoclf
to respect them. We have not clairacd our forracr territo-
ricc. We have not also clainied our forincr islands. We
have not claimed even an inch of territory. Thc Vietna-
mese did not deign to reply for they have fostercd greater
ambitions, that is to take posscssion of the whole Karapu-
chea under the form cf '""Indochina Federation' by sending
every year inany hundreds of thousands or millions &
Vietnarnese to come and install themselves in Xarapuchea.
In 30 ycars or more, the people of Xampuchea would be-
corne a national minority. That is very clear,

In May 1976, we invited the Vietnaniese to
come and nejotiate in Phnora Penh. it first, they did not
want to corane. When they arrived, they said that they were
corniny because we had insisted on invitiny them to cor.e.
During the negzotiations, Vietnam has rejected thc borders
that it has recognized in 1965 and 1957 and that it has
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coimmitted itself to respect. Vietnam told us that in
190 it agreed with Kampuchea for at that time it needed
{0 firht against the US imperialists. Therefore, it was

\ tlupery. Furthermore, Vietnam has proposed a new
liirderline cutting off a great part of our territorial

Witers., For us, that is expansionism and annexationism.

I'lint is no friendship. Because we are small, Vietnam
hii exerted pressure on us. But we have not accepted
it ind the negotiaticns had not then led to any result.

In the parallel direction with these nego-
f1itions, the Vietnamese continued to attack us along
(ht border aiming at forcing us to comply with. But
Wi have always refused. After having waged a hard
utruggle against the irperialists and their lackeys, we
(innot accept to be slaves of Vietnam. Neither our
[Itple nor our Army can accept it.

Now, how to solve this problem ? We
will solve it in according to the concrete situation. If
Vivinam really respects our independence and soverei-
hty, if Vietnarn fosters a genuine friendship with us,
(v re would be no difficulties in solving the problem,
I'liln problem could be solved at once. But if Vietnam
itubbornly wants to take possession of Karapuchea, we
iiunt defend our independence, sovereignty and territo-
iiil integrity. But we consider that our difficulties
Will evolve and could be solved progressively.

S

First of all, we have mobilized our forces
to resolutely defend our independence, sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity. To this end, the entire people are united
and have redoubled their endeavours to increase production, .
improve their standard of living, increase exportations in
order to accurnulate more and more capital for national
defence and edification,

At the same time, we think that the
Democratic ‘Kampuchea's friends in the world stand by our
side and their number has been further increased. We
are of the opinion that there are a lot of countries which che-
righ indepencence and come of them have a firm position
of independence. Yugoslavia is an example. These inde-
pendence - and - justice - loving countries progressively
and clearly discern those who are right from those who
are wrong, those who want peace and friendship from those
who are expansionists and aggressors.

We think the situation evolves in a direc-
tion raore and more favorable for'us. Thus, those who
want to aggress and annex Kampuchea will be progressi-
vely aware of that they cannot do so. At that time,
the problem would be solved. But we must continue to
face this present situation.
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Sixth question:  In the world,they write a
Jlot with or without reason that your country
is very closed. Woul d you have any inten-
tion to further open your cowmtry to the
‘world ? On what principles and in what di-
neetion i l

Answer: Since liberation, we have progressively received
friends. After liberation, we had to solve many
orobleras, we had to organize our country, solve the
problen: of the living conditions of our people, that is we
had to arrange our country, our home. And our friends
carne sne after another, We arc convinced that in the fu-
ture, morce friends will corme. In 1975, some of them
came, In 1976, there werec more. In 1977, there were
iore than in 1976, In 1978, many more friends will come
to our country. In the future, they will be more and more.
W spen our country to our friends. We shall invite and
welceorne rmore and more friends to our home, to our coun-
try. And wc shall further develop and strengthen our
friendship with all friendly peoples and countries,

s for personages and organizations that have
shown their friendship and their spirit of justice towards
Karapuchea, we have invited thern to pay a visit to our
country and we shall invite more of them:. We are convin-
ced that morce and raore friends will come and pay a visit
to our country. But we must also arrange and embellish
our home to receive our guests, You have paid a visit to
our country, you have seen with your own eyes the devas-

Lok

tations caused by the war. Those who have not sqen Phanom
Penh during the war would think that it was safe. Phnom
Penh was not like it is today. Immediately after liberation,
Phnom Penh was very dirty and there were everywhere
networks of strongholds and barbed wire. Now, we have
removed and cleaned them out.

Seventh question: The relations between
Democratic Kampuchea and Socialist
Yugoslavia appear in friendship and coo-
peration. What possibilities would you
find to speed up this cooperation and to
extend the collaboration between our two
friendly countries ?

Answer: Dernocratic Kampuchea and Yugoslavia are
friendly countries and this friendship is based on
the policy of non-alignment and independence. On this
basis, we have ties of solid friendship to develop and
strengthen our relations in all fields in the future. The
relations in various fields have been developed and
strengthened according to the possibilities of our two
countries. /s far as Karnpuchea is concerned,we are
striving to build up our country, increase our production
and develop our trade exchanges with Yugoslavia. At
present, our agricultural production cannot yet meet
with all the demands of the friendly Yugoslavia. For ex-
amnple, in case of rubber, we produce sorne quantity
but the quality is not equal. We are striving to improve
the quality of our production in order to increase our
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exchanges with Yugoslavia. Concerning the other fields,
we progressively set up cooperation relations in . accor-
ding ta the possibilities of our two countries. We think
that the prospects of this cooperation are favorable for it
does not lay only on the trade and economic relations, but
also on an excellent political basis of friendship.

Eighth question: Upon our return, we
would like to present to our readers and
tele-viewers the results, successes and
preoccupations of Democratic Kampuchea
and the leaders of this friendly and non-
aligned country. That is why our last
question is:

Who are you, comrade Pol Pot ?

What is the past record of the
Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Kampuchea ?

Answer: I am pleased to answer your question. But,

first of all, I would like to tell you that my role
ind that of other comrades leaders represent only a small
part of the national movement of Kampuchea, of the revo-
lutionary movement of the Kampuchea's people.

I am from a peasant family, during my child-
hood, I lived with my parents and helped them in their
Agricultural worke. But after, according to the custoras,
| lived in a pagoda to learn how to read and write. I spent
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5ix years in pagoda and I had been a wonk for two years,
Ycu are the first people to know vuy bissraphy.

VWhen I grew up, I attenced the nrivaary school
and after this schouol, I could not iramediately attend the se-
condnry schocl because I did not pass the examination. I
went back to the agricultural works to ray parcents . Only
after that,I passed the examination for enteringy the secon-
dnry.schozl. I finished oy secundary ¢ducaticn and I at-
tznde2d the technical sccendary school. The stuldies lasted
vore than sne year, There were gencral tiochnical stu-
dics, especially in elcctricity. .ifter succescefully passing
the exaraination I received 2 scholarship to continue sy
studicsiabroad, in France.

In the first year, I studicd with diligence.
I was nassably gcod student. Then I ailitated in the naove-
r..ent of the prozressist students and I had not ¢cnough
tiine to study. Two years after, as I neslected ray studies,
the authoritiec cut off iy scholarship. I had then to corue
backihiziaied:

I jeined the under ground iovensent of strug-
sle in Phnora Penh. After that, I joined the raaquis to
)
participate in the strujgle against French colonialists.
X Ry

After the Geneva A groersents in 1954, 1 carne
back tc Phnora Penh and carried on iy underground acti-
vitics.In the current life, I was professor of history, geo-
graphy and civics in a private school. I have contacted
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with various circles. I militated in the pupils, students
and intellectuals' circles, in the workers' circles and

also in the peasants' circles,
*

In 1963, I could not stay anymore in Phnom

Penh. I had to join the rmaquis. I was not very well-known

t> the public. But the Lon Nol's police followed my acti-
vities.:They knew me but they 4id not know exactly who I
wag. In Phnoir Penh, I was the general responsible of
the movement in the capital. I was also in charge of the
liaisons with the countryside.

I joined the maquis in 1963 and I came back
to Phnom Penh on April 24, 1975,

In 1960, the Conjress of the Party elected
rae as reraber of the Central Committee and meruber
of the Standing Comraittee of the Central Coraraittee cf
the Party.

In 1961, I was Deputy-Secretary of the
Standing Comuraittee.

In 1962, our comrade Secretary of the

Party was secretely assassinated by the enemy. I assumed

then the function of acting Secretary.

In 1963, the Sccond Congress of the Party
clected me as Secretary. And the following Congrecces
confirrmed me successively in my charges.

In the countryside, I stayed mainly in the
most remiote areas. I travelled all over the country. I
know fairly well my people, the geographical and econo-
mic situation of my country. My backing base was in

Lol

the region of the national minorities, that is in the North-
Eist region. I know perfectly thcse national minoritics .
They were very miserable. They wore only a very sraall

prigne. They had no salt to eat. Now, one cannot dis-
tinguish them from the other people. They wear the s ...
dress and live like everyone. They have cnough rice,
silt, medecines and other products. Their conditions of
living have been considerably improved.

I would like to tell you about o particular fact,
In 1950. when I was etudent abroad, I was in a brigade
of workers in Zagreb for more than onc raonth durin i
my vacation. I had contacts with Yugoslav peoples nd
I attended the Yugoslav folkloric performances. So, from
that time‘ I had ties of friendship with the Yuzoslav pceople.



