
INDUSTRIAL PEACE 
By HARRY POLLITT 

HE shameful betrayal of the General Strike has been 
followed by a steady succession of defeats for the working 
class, but the final and complete betrayal of the Trade 

Union Movement to capitalism has been brought about by the 
decision of the General Council to open up negotiations on future 
industrial relationships of the T.U.C. and the employers. 

This is the last resort of leaders who are afraid to face the 
implications of the present period. It is not because some of them 
do not understand what the present situation means to the working­
class movement, but because they realise that the struggle for the 
elementary conditions of trade unionism to-day has become a 
revolutionary issue in which they arc brought up against the whole 
political resources of the capitalist state. This they are not prepared 
to face. 

The present situation is revolutionising the outlook of the· 
masses and is resulting in a movement to the " Left.'• The 
leadership which is now openly renouncing the idea of class 
struggle i s  endeavouring to propagate the idea of class peace as a 
necessary preliminary to a Liberal-Labour Coalition. In other 
words, the leadership is deliberately deceiving the workers by pre­
supposing a peaceful transition to Socialism via economic democracy 
within the confines of the capitalist system, and is endeavouring to· 
persuade the workers that a new period of prosperity is opening· 
out in which the trade unions will be able to exchange the class­
struggle basis for co-operation with the cap�talista in the 
reconstruction of capitalism. 

It is necessary once more to cite the events which have taken 
place since the General Strike in order to obtain a clear picture 
of the evolution of the present situation. Immediately after the 
General Strike and the defeat of the miners in 1926, the capitalists 
began a new offensive against the workers at home and abroad .. 
The policy of armed intervention against the Chinese Revolution, . 
the Arcos Raid, the severance of relations with the U .S.S.R., the 
I..ocaJ Authorities Audit Bill, the New Unemployment Insurance· 
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