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HE election campaign opens in a period of sharpening 
class struggles. At the very moment when all three 
capitalist parties, Tory, Liberal and Labour, arc speaking 

of Industrial Peace and Reconstruction, the workers in every 
industry are beginning to revolt. Slowly the effects of rational­
isation, carried through as a result of the open collaboration of the 
reformist labour leadership with the capitalists, are making them­
selves felt upon the economic standards of the workers. They 
are reflecting themselves in ways that thousands of workers 
refused twelve months ago to believe would ever happen, and 
they are so terrible in their effects that the workers are resisting 
and fighting in face of their trade union leaders and in spite of 
the traditional belief in constitutional trade unionism that has 
been so assiduously cultivated in Britain. 

These strikes and lock-outs just beginning are only the first 
signs of a great mass strike movement that will develop in this 
country over the heads of the reformists and under the leadership 
of the Communist Party and Minority Movement. Day by day 
the reformist leaders are giving exposures and betrayals that in 
their blatancy and grossness outdo all their previous betrayals. 

There is now no attempt to camouflage their tactics. The 
mask is  off. The new revolutionary period, born out of the inner 
contradictions of the new period of capitalisn1, forces them to 
take their stand unreservedly with the capitalists against the 
workers. So that official trade unionis1n has becon1e a means 
whereby the capitalist can lower wages, intensify exploitation, 
abolish long-standing customs and practices in the workshops 
that have been won after fierce class struggles, adopt a merciless 
rate-cutting policy to all those who work syste1ns of piece work, 
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